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SECTION 1. 

DAVIDl'S POWEll INCBEASETH. . 
ABKER KEVOI.TBTH TO HIM. — ^JOAB KILLETH ABNER. 
DAVID MOURK£TR FOR AUNEIU 

From 2 Samtiel, €kap. Hi. 

And unto David were born in Hebron six sons, Amnon^ 
ChDeab, Absalom, Adonijah, SHephatiah, and Ithream. 

And it came to pass while there was war between 
the bouse of Saul and the house of David, that Abner 
made himself stcong for the house oF Saul, 

But Abner was very wroth, for the words of Ish-bosheth 
had praooiked kmy and he sad. Am I a dog's head^ 
which against Judadi do shew kindness this day unto the 
house of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to his 
friends, and have not delivered thee into the hands of 
David ? 

So do God to Abner, and more also, except as the 
Lord hath sworn to David, even so I do to him : to 
translate the kingdom from the house of Saul, and to 
set up the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, 
from Dan even t« Beer-sheba. 

And Ish-boslieih could not answer Abner a word 
again, because he feared him. 

Abnear sent messengers to David on his behalf, 
8a3ring, Whose is the land^ saying also, Make thy 
league with me, and behold, my hand *haU be with 
thee, to bring about aU Israel unto thee. 

And David said. Well, J will make a league with thee : 
but one thing I require of thee, that is. Thou shah not 
see my face, except thou first bring Michal, Saul'a 
daughter, when thou comest to see my face* 

voL.m. B And 
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And David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth Saul's son, 
saying. Deliver me my wife Michal, whicU I espoused.. 

And Ish-bosheth sent, and took her from her hus- 
band, even from Phaltiel the son of Laish. 

And her husband went with her along weepmg be- . 
hind her to Bahurim : then said Abner unto him, Go, 
return. And he returned. • 

And Abner had communication with the elders of 
Israel, saying. Ye sought for David in times past to 
be king over you. 

Now then do it; for the Loud hath spoken of David, 
taying. By the hand of my servant David I will save my 
people Israel out of the hand of the Philistines, and oat 
of the hand of all their enemies. 

And Abner also spake in the ears of Benjamin: 
and Abner went also to speak in the ears of David in 
Hebron, ail that seemed good to Israel, and that 
seemed good to the whole house of Benjamin. 

So Abner came to David to Hebron, and twenty 
ipen with him : and David made Abner, ^nd the men 
that were with him a feast. 

. And Abner said unto David, I will arise, and go, and 
will gather all Israel unto my lord the' king, that they 
may make a league with thee, and that thoumayest 
reig^ over all that thine heart desireth. And David 
sent Abner away ; and he went in pcaee. 

And behold the servants of David and Joab came 
from pursuing a troop, and brought in a great spoil with 
them: (but Abner was not with David in Hebron, for 
he had s^nt him away, and he was gone in peace.) 
When Joab and all the host that were with him, w;ere 
come, they told Joab, -saying, Abner the son of Ner, 
came to the king, and he hath sent him awkiy, and he 
is gone in -peace. 
Then Joab came to the king, and said, What bmt thou 
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done? behold, Abner came unto thee, wlty is it tt^t tlrou 
hast sent him away, and he is quite gone ? thou kno\ve^ 
Abner the son of Ner, that he came to deceive thee, 
and to know thy going out and thy coming in^ i^i^d t^ 
know 9II that thou doest. 

And when Joab was come out from David, he sent 
me^sen^ers aftar Abner, i^h'ich brought him again from 
the well of Sirah ; but David knew it not. 

And when Abo^r yvvis returned to Hebron, Joab took 
him aside in the g^te to speak with him quietly : and 
smote him there under the fifth rib, that he died^ for the 
blood of Asahel his brother. 

And afterwards when David heard it,he said, land my 
kingdom are guiltless before the Lord for ever, from 
the bloqd of Abner the son of Ner : let it rest on the 
head of Joab, and on all l^is father's house, and let there 
not fail from the house of Joab one that hath an issue, or 
that is a leper, or that leaneth on a sta£P, or that falleth 
on the sword, or that lacketh bread. 

So Joab and Abishai his brother slew Abner, because 
he had slain their l^rother Asahel at Gibeon in the battle. 

And David said to Joab, and to all the people that 
were with him, Rend your clothes, and gird you with 
sackcloth, and mourn before Abner, And king David 
himself followed the bier. 

And they buried Abner in Hebron : and the king lift 
up his voice, and wept at the grave of Abner ; and all 
the people wept. 

And the king lamented over Abner, and said. Died 
Abner as a fool dieth ? thy hands were not bound, nor 
thy feet put in fetters : as a man falleth before wicked 
men, so fellest thou. And all the people wept again 
over him. 

And when all the people came to cause David to eat 
ro^^ while it was yet day, David sware, saying, So do 
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^OD to me, and more also, if I taste bread or atight else 
till the sun be down. 

And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased 
ihemj as whatsoever the king did, pleased all the 
people. 

For all tlie people, and all Israel understood that day, 
that it was not of the king to slay Abner the son of Ner. 

And the king said Unto his servants, Know ye not that 
there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel. 

And I am this day weak, though anointed king ; and 
these men the sons of Zeruiah be too hard for me : the 
Lord shall reward the doer of evil according to his 
wickedness. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

•The truce which was made between Joab and Abner 
seems to have been of short continuance ; but we do not 
find that David himself went forth to fight against the 
family of , Saul, though there were frequent contests with 
their followers. Ish-bosheth is supposed to have been a 
person of mead abilities, as he did not attend his father 
and brethren to the field of battle ; and it is imagined, 
that Abner thought to rule the kingdom, by dictating 
to Ish-bosheth ; but when he found tl^at his party de* 
clined, and David's was continually increasing, he 
formed a design of bringing about a revolution, which 
he had reason to. suppose would be very agreeable to 
the Israelites in general ; he therefore took advantage 
of a trifling affront which Ish-bosheth gave him, and 
instantly deserted his cause. 

The interest ofnso^ powerful a man as Abner, was a 
very desirable acquisition to David: but he placed his 
dependence on God ajone, and therefore would not enter 
into any league with him, till Midial was restored ; for 
certainly Saul's having given her to another was a great 
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indignity to David ; and it is likely that he had a peculiar 
affection for her, as it was evident she had for him, by 
her having hazarded her own life to save his; and perhaps 
she might have intimated to him^ by some means or 
other, her desire to return, which he could scarcely in 
honour deny, as she was the person who had made him 
a king's son-in-latio. There is an appearance of cruelty 
in his distressing Phaltiel ; but we must consider, that 
David only required him to restore what he had no right 
to keepf therefore he was not a proper object of pity; 
and his siletrt sorrow proves, that he knew he had no 
reason to complain of injustice in David's behaviour. / 

David certainly had a right to make a treaty with 
Abner, and had he declined it, he would have acted 
an unjust part by the Israelites in general, and the men 
ef Judah in- particular, in rejecting an opportunity of 
uniting those, wlio had been separated by the unlawful 
usurpation of Ish-bosheth*. 

Abner 's fate teaches us, how uncertain are all the pur- 
poses of man ; he liad formed great projects, and pro* 
mised great things ; but behold they were all subverted, 
and he died as a fool dieth ! Had he acted from good 
motives it is likely he would Jiave been successful ; but 
though he knew the determination of God in respect to 
David's being king, he at first opposed him from selfish 
and ambitious views, and would not have joined him. at 
ally if he had not been disappointed in them. 

Joab's behaviour was treacherous in the greatest de- 
gree, and very unbecoming the character of a renowned 
warrior ; Jbr he shed the blood of mar in peace, and in the 
pert^ gate, which was the place of judgment; he did it 
therefore in defiance qfjustice* The curses which David 
imprecated on Joab, sound very harshly in the ear of a 

* See Chandler's and Deluny^s X.lfe of David. 
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Christian ; but they proceeded from the king's love for 
his people, as there was cause to fear, that his suffering a 
murderer to go unpunished in the land of l^rael^ which 
was 80 pecuUarlt/ sanctified by the Divine Presence, 
might bring a curse on the nation, for they were com- 
manded not to let a murderer^ live amongst them; 
David therefore devoutly prayed, that the Lord would 
spare him and his people, and confine the curse to Joab, 
as he could not at that time do the justice which God 
in cases of murder required. The pathetic lamentation, 
which David uttered for the untimely fate of that great 
man Abner, convinced the people that he was perfectly 
innocent of his death. 

SECTION II. 

J0AANAH AND KECIIAB SLAY ISH-B08HETH* 

From 2 Samuel, Chap, iv. 

And when Saul's son heard that Abner was dead in 
If ebron, his hands were feeble^ and all the Israelite^ 
mrere troubled. 

And Saul's son had two men that were captains of 
i)knds : the name of the one was Baanah, and the name 
of the other llechab, the sons of Rimmon a Beerothite, 
of the children of Benjamin : (for Beeroth also was 
reckoned to Benjamin; and the Beerothites fled to 
Gittaim, and were ffbjourners th^re until this day.) 

And Jonathan, Saul's sbn, had a sort that was lame of 
liis feet, and was five years old when the tidings came 
bf Saul and Jonathan out of Jezi*eel, and his nurse took 
iiim np, arid fled : and it came to pass as she made haste 
to flee that he fell, and became lame ; and his name 
was Mephibosheth. 

And the sons of fiimnion tlie Beetoithite^ llechab and 
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Baanahy went, and came about the heat of the day to 
the house of Ish.bosheth, who lay on a bed at itpon ; 
and they smote him and slew him, and beheaded him, 
and took his head, and gat them away tlu^ough the 
plain all night. 

And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth imto Da- 
vid to Hebron, and said to the king; Behold, the head 
of Ish bosheth the son of Saul, thine enemy, which 
sought thy life ; and the Lord hath avenged my loixl 
the king this day of Saul, and of his seed. 

And David said unto them, As the Lord liveth, who 
'who hath redeemed my soul out of all adversity : when 
one told me, saying, Behold Saul is dead, (thinking to 
have brought good tidings) I took hold of him, and slew 
him in Ziklag, who thought that I would have given him 
a reward for his tidings : how much more, when wicked 
men have slain a righteous man, in his own house, upon 
his bed ? shall I not therefore now require his blood of 
your hand, and take you away from the earth t 

And David commanded his young men, and they 
riew them, and cut off their hands and^ their feet, and 
hanged them up over the pool in Hebron : but they topk 
the head of Isli-bosheth, and buried it in the sepulchre 
of Abner, in Hebron. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Beerothites are supposed to have been Benja- 
mites, who afler the battle of Gilboa, fled to Beerotli, a 
city whiok bad fiNrmerly belonged to the Gibeonites, but 
was eivaou^ated by ^Saul'a destroying them. 

.The Beerothites, who murdered Ish-bosheth, cer. 
lamly «it^ded to ii^ratiate themselves witli David, by 
cleariiig his way to the throne of Israel; but they had 
either forgotten^ or not heard of his treatment of the 
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Am^ekite who boasted of having slain Saul. It was 
necessary for the vindication of his own character, that 
David should punish treachery. 

Ish-bosheth is mentioned by David as a righteous per* 
MOitf and so he might be in respect to Rechaband Baanah, 
for it does not appear that he had either done or de- 
lugned them any ill. But he was not the King ap* 
pointed hy the Lord ; therefore Datid haVing been 
anointed by the command of God, was justified in op* 
posing him, and taking all proper measures for recover^ 
ing his own rights Ish-bosheth certainly had no preteh- 
sions to the throne^ even supposing that fie was not 
satisfied of David's having been chosen by the Lord; 
because Mpphibosbeth, Jonathan's sobi,- was the lawful 
heiTy if the crown had descended in lineal succession; 
Ish'boiSheth therefore should in that case have fought 
for him, and maintained his claim; instead of usurping 
the Borvereign^ power himself. 

The severe sentence which David pronounced against 
the murderers of Isk-bosheth, pt^ves, that he was de- 
sirous to wait till it ^ould "please God to bring him to 
the throne, and that he particularly wished no inolence' 
might be done to ant/ of SaHl's family. 

SECTION in. 

DAVID ANOINTED KING OVER ALL ISRAEL, 
THE people's rejoicings ON THE OCCASION. 

From 2 Samuel^ Chap, v. 1 Chron. Chap, xii. . ^ 

David was thirty years old when he began to rei^ 
in tiebron, and he reigned olve^Judah seven years and 
six months. ^ 

Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unt<» 

Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold^ we are thy bone 

and thy flesh. 

Also 
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Also in times past when Saul was kmg oyer us, thoa 
wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel : and 
the Lord said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Is- 
rael, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel. 

So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron^ 
and king David made a league with them in Hebron 
before the Lord : and they anointed David king over 
Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to 
reign. 

And these are the numbers of the bands that wer6 
ready armed to the war, and came to David to Hebroa 
to turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the 
word of the Lord. 

The children of Judah that bare shield and spear, were 
six thousand and eight hundred ready armed to the war« 

Of the cliildren of Simeon, mighty men of valour finr 
the war, seven thousand and one hundred. 

Of the children of Levi, four thousand and six hun« 
dred* 

And Jehoiada was the leader of the Aaronites, and 
with him were three thousand and 8eve» hundred. 

And Zadok, a young man of mighty valour, and of 
his father's house twenty and two captains. 

And of the children of Benjamin, the kindred of Saul 
three thousand : fm* hitherto the greatest part of them 
had kept the ward of the house of SauL 

And of the children of Ephraim, twenty thousand and 
dght hundred, mighty men of valour, famous through* 
out the house of their fathers. 

And of the half tribe of Manasseh, eighteen thousand 
which were expressed by name to come and make 
David king. 

And of the diildren of Issachar, which were men that 
had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 
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•light to (to ; the heads of them ivere two hundred, and 
fell their brethren were at their coitimandmeht. 

Of Zebulun, such as vvent forth to battle, exfiert in 
war with all iiistrumenls of war, fifty thousand which 
dould keep rank ; they were not of double heart. 

And of Naphtali, a thousand captains, and with them 
Vith shield and gpear, thirty and seven thousand. 

And of the Danites expert in War, twenty and eight 
thousapd and six hundred. 

^ And of Asher such as r,ent forth to battle, expert 
in war, forty thousand. 

And on the other side of Jordan, of tlie Reub^riit^s, 
and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of Manasseh, 
with all manner of instruments of War for ttie battle, 
an hundred and twenty thousand. 

All these men of war that could keep rank came 
with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make DaVid'king 
over all Israel ; and all the rest also of IsradWere of 
one heart to make David king. 

And there they were with l)avid three da]^, editing 
and drinking : for flieir brethren had prepared for them. 

Moreover, they that were nigh them, cfven unto Issa- 
char, and Zebulun, and Naphtali, brought bread Oh 
^ses, hnd on camels^ and on ihdes, and on oxen, land 
^eat, meal, cakes of figs, ^nd bunches of raisms, 
and wine, and oil, and oxen, and sheep, abundantly ; 
for there Was joy in IsraeK 

-ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

• 

David spent seven yeats and ^ix months at Hebton ; 
and as it appears that he did not take the field during 
tha^tjilaie, we may conjlecttlre thdrtRe enaployed hlAiSelf in 
Settlljfigan(JregiiJiitihghia;M(MY ; fOri«^'ihay learn' fhmi 

different 
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cUfferent parts of scripture % that be sjqpointed twelve 
courses of military men for the service of the year, oaoh 
consisting o£ 24,000 scalers, with, their' pr^er officers 
iochidedy %o do military dul^ wherever occasion required 
<eBe month 4n every year. It f likewise appears, that tbe 
officers of »each course were usuiilly the fathers of the 
iprincipal ^milies of which that course consisted, so that 
there was little fear of cruelty and oppression jon one 
4side,cr of disobedience and desertion on the other; and 
the commanders were naturally eng^ed to be more di* 
Ugent in instruotipg and forming their soldiers, and the 
aoldiers more attentive in learning their duty. 

David j: had three commanders in chief of the Jiret 
order, tlir^e of the $econd^ thirtj/'one of the thirdy and 
thirty of the Jimrih : Asahel is mentioned as one of the 
chiefs, thenelpse this regulation of thjs army must have 
l>eeB established before tlie bdttle of Gilboa ; andas it is 
said that " there tvas longijoar between the house of Saul 
Mnd the house (^David,^* and we read but of little blood- 
.^led, ^e may presume, that though there mjght 'hd 
^iiw^iiBSkt skirmish^ there was qo iii^^/^ ^besides that <at 
Gibeon ; and we may suppose, that .during the>8e¥9i 
years ' of Ish<*bosheth^s reign over Israel, iDavid exercis* 
ed and discipHtted (his troQps, so that at itbe ooncliiaici^ 
4)f 4t the ^bad<a noble army. ' 

.The people of Israel, without aking and leader, Vf«ti^ 
like sheep'having no shepherd ; and as they were con- 
vinced by David 8 miidand^wise^go^termnentoveriludah, 
•Ihat he>wa8 .deserving of 4he supreme AUthority,lhey were 
i«niiniioous in choosii)^ him^for%their<sovereign. Mem 
4i^ly delji^htiul must it have be^i to David, 4€^«eeeiYe 
4he >t«tf/ii^ homage .ofcsuf^ ^ukitudii, «wbaatilei]^gtb 

* 2 Sam. ixiii. t 1 Chron. xxyii. % 1 ChT«ii.«i. 
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ncknowledged that he was the chosen of the Lord, and 
Worthy to govern them 1 

The covenant which David entered into^ is supposed 
to have been a solemn promise in the name of the L6rd» 
that he would administer justice, and govern agreeably 
to the law of God, given to Moses; and the people 
bound themselves in the same solemn manner, to obey 
him as that law required. 

Instead of strife and contention, nothing wasjiow 
heard in Israel but joyful acclamations. Now were 
those friends reconciled whom civil discord had Set at 
variance ; and all the blessings of unanimity presented 
themselves to the mind. Mirth and festivity filled up 
the happy hours, and warlike instruments were ex- 
changed for the merry harp and the lute ; every coun- 
tenance was enlivened with gladness, and every tongue 
invoked blessings on David. '< Yet amidst all this 
rejoicing, there was no luxury or intemperance : noth- 
ing but the produce of the earth in its native simpli- 
city ; and as David presided, we may reasonably sup- 
pose that the feast began and ended with praises and 
thanksgivings to the Lord." 

It is delightful to read, that David, after all his troU* 
bles, was invited to the throne of Israel in so honour- 
able a manner. He certainly had resisted many temp- 
tations to gain possession of it by violence ; for he was 
firmly persuaded, that the promises of God were sure^ 
and the atW of the Lord stifficient. 

In order to make proper reflections on this part of 
David's liistory, we should read his Psalms, which shew 
at once what he thought on these occasions, and what 
sentiments others should mtertain in a state of pros* 
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SECTION IV. 

PAVID TAKETH ZION. — MAKETJI ALLIANCE WITH 

HIRAM, KING OF TYRE*. 

When ■}* the Israelites, in the days of Joshua, cast lots 
for theiryuture inheritance, Sionfell to Benjamin: soon 
after Joshua's death, the tribe of Judah took the lotver 
city, but the Jebusites still maintained the/ortress: after 
the city was rebuilt ^ the children of Judah and Benjamin 
inhabited it ; but they very imprudently suffered the 
Jebusites to dwell amongst them. In Saul's time, how- 
ever, the Hebrews dwelt in it (for David carried Go- 
Hath^s head thither) ; but it is supposed, that the Je- 
r busites took entire possession of it after the battle of 

\ Gilboa. The Israelites certainly had an undoubted 

right to SioN, by the appointment of God ; and a man 
of David's courage and enterprizing spirit^ would 
\ scarcely suffer so strong a fortress to remain in the 

, hands of one of thosie people who were devoted by God 

to destruction : his claim to it was just, and the taking 
of it necessary to the security and peace of his govern- 
ment and people, he therefore went up against it. The 
Jebusites, supposing the city impregnable, treated Da- 
vid with the utmost scorn and contempt, saying that 
even the blind and the lame amongst them were .able to 
defend it against his utmost force ; and it is thought, 
that in derision, they placed such impotent persons on 
their ramparts (instead of able soldiers} who perhaps 
joined in deriding David, and blaspheming the Al* 
jiiOHTY God, in whom Israel confided ; on which ac- 
count David expressed his hatred against them, and 
proniised great rewards to those who should smite the 

* % Sun, V, t CkMkdkr*! life of KifiglHvid, 
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blind and tlie lame. If they were guilty of presump- 
tuous sin, the puniffhrnent David inflicted was the jus( 
ceward of their presumption* ^ We cannot suppose that 
l>avid would inhumanly hate people on account of na- 
tural infirmities. < 

It is conjeqturedy that afler this important victory, 
David composed tbe following Psalm *• 

Not unto uSi Lord, not unto us, hut unto thy name 
give glorify for thy meicyy and for thy truth's sake. 

Wherefore should the heathen say^ Where is novo their 
God? 

SUt our God is in the heavens, he hath done toJiatsoever 
he pleased. 

Their idols are siher and gold, the work of men's hands* 

They have mouths, but they speak not ; eyes Tutve th^y, 
iut they see not. 

They have ears, but they hear not ; noses have they 
Init they smell not. 

They have hands, but they handle notjfoet have they^ 
Tfut they voalk not : neither speak they through their throat. 

They that make them are like unto them i so is every 
mie that tntsteth in them. 

"O Israel, trust thou in the Lord : He is their help and 
iheir shield, 

O house of Aaron, trust in theluOKD ; He is their help 
mnd their shield. 

ye that four ^AeLoRD, trust in the Lord : He is their 
help and their shield. 

The^hoRD hath been mindful of us. He mil bless, us f 
ile mil bless the house of Israel f tietoiU bless the house 
,6f Aaron. 

He mil bless them ihatfoar the Lord, both small and 
great. 

The 
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tlte li<mt> shidl inereaseyeu Jtlone mud m&re^ yom^mt 
gour children. 

You Mfe blessed of the jLoxi^, Hnhich thade heiiven and 
€orth» 

Theheavenf "even the heavens are the Lord's: bni the 
earth hath He given to the children of men. 

The dead praise not the hoiot neither any 'that go 
down into silence* 

But tve mil bless the'Loiii>iJrom this timejbrth itnd 
fir evermore. Praise the L6rd. 

By t^is Psalm ire may see the sense wbkh Davk! en- 
'leitaitted of God's mercies ; and that be tn^uti^ hk 
success to the power of the Almighty. 

When D^Wd had possessed himself of the strong for- 
tireSs 'of Sion, he fixed his residence there, and made it 
his capital, after he had improved and «ii]arg<ed^it^«i ilur 
"as the preseht state of affairs required : bis next ^are 
was to adorn it, in which the friendship ^fHiRAMf 
£iKG OP Tyre, ^was very serviceable. 

This * prince appears to have been of a mftgnifict^nt 
Hbd gen^rofis temper, aiid'a betiever in the true God^ 
notwithstanding history informs us that he built teiii{iUiB 
in honour of those idols which the Phoenicians wor- 
%hipped ; perhaps he was converted by David +• Tym 
was a city in Phcenicia^ lately raised to great wvakh^ 
ftftid become a royalcky. It abdunded wkh t^^dar 
trees, and with hien of experience in tho'arts^of build- 
ing, which the Israelites were at that time tonskllled 1% . 
-is they were U^edto liltlei>eside8 war and'^gHcudldre. 

'Aceordhig to ancient imthors, Jenisalem$iii^i inutile 
dme of David, a very magnificent city; ^in 4? theeentre 
<6fit, on ^evummit of moufyrSfon, "was Davtd'tf palace, 
when the building of this was completed, and he wA 

* See Universal Histcrry. f ^Kiugs t. 7. f Giwadtef^aUMc of David. 
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* going to dt^el) in it, he is supposed to have penned th^ 
fallowing Psalm *• 

/ v>ili extol tkee, O JaORv^/or ihou kast lified m€ up^ 
and hasl not made my Joes to rejoice over me* 

Lord my Gon^ / cried unto Thee, and thou hast 
heuled me, 

Lo KD9 Thou hast brought up my soul from thegra'oe .• 
Thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the 
piU 

Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints qf HiSf and give 
thanks at the remembrance of his holiness. 

For His anger endureth but a moment ; in hisjavour 
is life : •weepi?ig may endure for a nightf but joy cometh 
in the morning* 

And in my prosperity I said ^ I shall never be moved m 

Lo)BDy by Thy favour, Thou hast made my mountain to 
stand strongs* Thoudidsthide Thy face, and I was troubled* 

1 cried unto thee, Lor d t and unto the Lor d / made 
supplication. 

What profit is there in my bloody when I go dawn to the 
pitf shall the dust praise Thee? shall it declare thy truth? 

Hear^ O Lord, aHd have mercy upon me: Lord, be 
Thou my helper. 

Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing : 
' Thou hast put off my sackcloth^ and girded me with 
gladness: 

To the end that my glory may sing praise to Thee^ 
and not be silent : O Lord my God, / %mll give thanks 
wUo Thee for ever* 

The following Psalm is expressive of David's resola* 
ti#n to observe the utmost integrity in the administra- 
tion of justice:!** 

I will dng of'metey amd jttdgment : unto Thee, 
liOiiP) will I sing* 

* Fsaln zxz, t Psalm cu 
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/ tviO behave mj^setfmseb^ii^' a perfiiet xmy ; O whert 
«w/f thou come unto me : I mil walk within my house 
itdth a perfect heart, 

Iwllset no wicked thing before mine eyes : I hate the 
twri of them that turn aside, it -shall uot cleave to me. " 

A froward heart shall depart front me : I will not 
how a wicked person* 

Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour^ him will I 
out off': him that hath a high look, and a proud hearty 
\ttill not I suffer. 

Mine eyes shall be upon ihejaithjul of the land, that 
they may dxjoell with me : he that walketh in a perfect 
vxLy, he shall serve me. 

He that worketh deceit, shall not dwell xvithin my 
house i he that teUeth lies, shall not tarry in my sight, 

I mil early destroy all the wicked of the land: that I 
may cut off all wicked doersjromthe city of the Lord. 



SECTION V. 

BAVID 8MITETH THE PHILISTINES AT BAAL* 

FERAZIM. 

2 Sam, Chap. v. 1 Chron. Chap, xii. 

But when the PhHistines heard that they had anoint^ 
«d David king over Israe}, all the Philistines came up 
to seek David ; and David heard of it, and went dowtt 
to the hold. 

The Ph^Btfhes also earae and spread themselves in 
the valley of Rephaim. 

And David enquired of the Lo a d, saying, Shall I go 
up to the Philistines ? wilt ihM deliter them into mine 
hand? And the Lord said unto David, Go up: for I 
will doubtless deliver the Philistines into thine hand. 

And 
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And David came to Baal-perazim, and David 6nM>te 
th&m there^ and said. The Lord hath broken forth upon 
mine enemies before me, as the breach of waters. There- 
fore he called the name of that place Baal-perazim. 

And there they left their images, and David and his 
tnen burnt them. 

Now three of the thirty captains went down to the 
rock to David, into the cave of Adullara, and the host 
oi the Philistines encamped in the valley of Rephaira. 

And David was then in the hold, and the Philistines 
garrison was then at Bethlehem. 

And David longed, and said. Oh, that one would 
give me drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem 
that is at the gate ; and three of his captains brake 
through the host of the Philistines, and drew water out 
of Beth-'lehem that was by the gate, and took ft and 
brought it tQ David ; btit David would not drink of it 
but poured it out to the Lord, 

And said, My Gon forbid it me, that I should do this 
thing : shall I drink the blood of these men ijiat have 
put their lives in jeopardy I for with the jeopardy of 
their lives they brought it. Therefore he would not 
drink it. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. ' 

Whilst the Israelites were divided amongst them- 
selves, they were disregarded by the neighbouring na- 
tion^ : but when David was seated on the throne of 
Israel, and had built and fortified the royal city, after 
destroying the Jebusites, it is re^onable to suppose, 
that they all took the alarm, and confederated together 
^ith the Philistines, in order to xn:'ush his growii^ 
|)ower: so that David migltt well cia|:, mM wUions^^m- 
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The valley of Rephaini was to the west of Jerusalem^ 
large and fruitful, capable of containing the numerous , 
hosts, which collected together, must have made a very 
formidable appearance. David retired to the cave of 
Adullam, because he was acquainted with its strength, 
and did not choose to make Jerusalem a scene of bloody 
if he could by any means prevent its invasion. 

Though David had a very powerfiil army, Command** 
cd by heroes of renowned valour, he knew that Vio hu" 
man means were sufficient to secure him success against 
bis enemies; therefore, according to his usual piety, 
and consistent with his character as God's Vicegerent^ 
and Captain of the Lord's inHeritancCf he would not 
presume to attack the Philistines, till he had enquired 
the toill of God. When he was going in consequence 
ef the Divine command to encounter the enemy, be is 
supposed to have animated his troops by repeating th^ 
following Paalm *, which, perhaps, was accompanied 

with warlike music f. 

■ 

Keej) ^lat Thou silencef God : hM not Thy peact^ 
jand be not stilly O God. 

For fo^ thine enemies make a tumult : afid they that 
hate Thee^ have lijt up the head. 

They have taken crafty counsel against Thy people^ 
ttnd consulted against Thy hidden ones. 

They have said^ Comfy and let us cut them off'JrofH 
ieing a nation; that the fiame of Israel may be no morf 
In remembrance. 

For they have consulted together wUh one consent ; 
they are confederate algainst Thee. 

The tabernacles ofEdom and the Ishmaelites: of Moat 

and the Hagarenes; Gebal^and Ammon^ and AiMdek, 

the Philistines with the inhabittmti of Ti^re i 

• . * ■ 

• Delauy*8 life of Davkl* t PmIoi Ixxxiii. 
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A^sur is also joined toitk them : tJiey have holfen tTte 
children of Lot. 

Do unto them as unto the MidianiteSf as to Sisera^ as 
to Jabin at the brook of Kison ; 

Which perished at En-dor ; thei^ became as dung for 
the earths 

Make their nobles like Oreb^ and like Zeeh i yea^ all 
their princes as Zeba and Zabnunna ; 

Who said, Let us 'take to ourselves the houses of Gon 
in possession. 

O my God, make them like a tvheel: as the stubble 
before the tvind. 

As thejire burnelh the toaod^ and as the aflame setteth 
the mountains onjire^ so persecute them voith thy tempest^ 
and make them afraid with thy storm. 

Fill their Jaces with shame: thai they may seek thy 
name, O Lord. 

Let them be confounded and trmibled for ever : yea^ 
let them be put to shame and perish. 

That men may know^ that Thou, whose name alone h 
JEHOVAH, art the most High over all the earth. 

David gained a great victory ; but he considered 
himself only as an humble instrument in the hand of 
God, for he describes the enemy as an over-whelming 
food residy to swallow him up; and the armies of his 
enemies, divided by the power of God, as the mighty 
waters of the ocean are broken and divided by a storm. 
On this happy occasion, he is supposed to hay.e utter- 
ed the following Psalm *• 

If it had not been the Lord who ^as on our side, now 
in&y Isirael say / 

. If it had not been (he Lord who was on our side, 
i»hen men rose up against us / 

♦ Psain cxxiT. 

• . Then 
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Then ihey had s^ivaliotced us up quick^ tshen their 
torath XMS kindled against us. 

Then the ^vaters had overaihtlmed a», the stream had 
gone eroer our souL 

Then the proud toaters had gone over our soul. ' 

Blessed be the Lo ad, voho hath not given us as a preif 
io their teeth. 

Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the 
Jmlers ; ihe snare is broken^ and noe are escaped. 
' Our help is in ihe name of the LoaD» t^ho made hedm 
ten and earth. 

"What an instance of aSectionate respect clid those 
officers give, who fetched the water from Beth-lehem \ 
How truly great were David's piety and self-deniali 
He looked upon the waters, fetched at the hazard of 
their lives, as sacred to God, and poared.it on the 
earth as an offering of thanksgiving, though he was suf- 
&rbg the pain of excessive thirst. 



SECTION VI. 

DAVID SMITETH THE PHILISTINES AGAIN AT THE 

MULBERRY-TREES. 

From 2 Samuel^ Chap, v. 

And tihe Philistines came up. yet again, and spread 
themselves in the valley ef Rephmm. 

And when David enquired of the Lord, he said. 
Thou shalt not go up: l)ut fetch a' compass behind 
them and come upon them over against the mulberry- 
trees. 

And let it be when thou hearest the sound of a going 
in the tops of the mulberry-trees, that then thou shalt 

bestir 
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bestir thyself: for then shall the La&n go out before 
thee to smite the host of the Philistines. 

And Ddvid did so, 9S the Lord had coaima,nded 
him ; and smote the Philistines from Geb$i, until thou 
come to Gazer. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Though the Philistines and their allies had received 
such an overthrow, we find they made another attempt, 
in which they were miraculously defeated ; for a noise 
was heard by them like the sound of a mighty army in 
their rear, which struck them with terror, so that David 
totally defei^ed them. When ]David and his victorious 
avmy returned back to Jerusalem, it .is j^^ippo^ed the 
following Psalm * was publicly S(ung f • 

O give thanks unto the Lord ; J?>r he is good: because 
His mercy endureth for ever. 

Let Israel now say^ that His mercy endureth Jbr ever* 

Let the house of Aaron novo say, that His mercy ev^ 
dureth for ever. ^ 

Let them novo ihatjear Mr Lord say^ that His mercy 
endureth Jbr ever. 

The Lord is on my side : I tvtU not fear vohat man 
can do unto me. 

It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence 
in man. 

It is better to trust in the Lord than. to put confi* 
dence in princes. 

All nations compassed me about ; but in the name of 
the Lord mil I destroy them. 

They compassed me about like bees; they are quenched 
as thejire of thorns : Jbr in the name of the Lord Ivoill 
destroy them. 

Thou 
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Thou hast thrusi sore at me that I might JkU j but 
the Lor d helped me. 

The Lord » my strength and song, and is iecome my 
salvation. 

The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tahema* 
clcs of tfie righteous : the right hand qfthe LoRi> doeth 
vaUantlj/. 

The right hand of the Lord is exalted: the rigid 
hand of the Lord doeth valiantly. 

Open to me th^ gates <)f righteousness : I toUl go into 
them, and I toiH praise the Lord. 

This is the gate of the LoRD^tn/o tohich the righteous 
shall enter, 

I mil praise thee : Jbr Thou hast heard me^ and art 
iecome my salvation. < 

The stone vahich the builders refused^ is become the 
head'Stone of the corner* 

This is the Lord'j doings it. is marvellous in our eyes* 

This is the day nohich the Lord hath made, tve toiU 
rejoice and be glad in it. 

Save now, I beseech Thee, Lord: Lord, / be^ 
tetch Thee, send novo prosperity. 

Thttu art my Gon, and I tvill praise Thee; thou art 
my QtoD, I toill exalt thee. 

give thanks unto the Lord, Jbr He is good: Jbr 
His mercy enduretb Jbr ever. 

SECTION VIIL 

DAVID FEXCHETH THE ARK FROM KIRJATH-JEARIM 
WITH GREAT RSJOICII^GS — VZZAK STRUCK DEAD 
FOR TOUCHING IT — IT 18 CARRIED TO THE HOUSE 
OF OBED-SDOM. 

From 1 Chron, Chap. xiii. 

An D.Darid consulted with the captains of thousands 

and hundreds, fmd widi every leader. 

And 
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Atid David said unto all the congregation of Israel, If 
it seem good unto you, and that it be of the Loud out 
Gop, let us send abroad unto our brethren every where 
that are left in £tll the land of Israel, and with them also 
to the )>riest8 and Lcvites which arc in their cities and 
suburbs, that they may gather themselves unto us. 

And let us bring again the ark of our God to us: for 
we enquired not at it in the days of Saul. 

And all the congregation said, that they would do so: 
for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people. 

So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor 
€>f Egypt even unto the entering of Hemath, to bring 
'the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim. 

And David went up, and all Israel to Baalah, that is 
to Kirjath-jearim, which belongeth to Judah, to bring 
up thence the ark of Gou the Lord, that dwelleth 
between the cherubiras, whose name is called on it. 

And they carried the ark of God in a new cart out 
of the house of Abinadab. And Uzzah and Ahio drave 
the cart. 

And David and all Israel played before God witli all 
their might, and with singing, and with harps, and with 
psalteries, and with timbrels, and with cymbals, and 
with trumpets. 

And when they came unto the threshing floor of 
Chidon, Uzzah put forth his hand to hold the ark : for 
the oxen stumbled. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Uzzah, and he smote him, because he put forth his 
hand to the ark : and there he died before God. 

And David was displeased because the Lord had 
made a breach upon Uzzah, wherefore tliat place is 
called Perez-uzzah to this day. 

And David was afraid of God that day, saytngi How 
shall I bring the ark of Gt)D home to mei 

So 
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So David brought not the ark liome to himself to 
the city of David, but carried it aside to the house of 
Obed-edom th^ Gittite. ' 

And the ark of God remained with the family of 
Obed-edom in hb house three idonths. And the Lobd 
blessed the house of Obed-edom, and all that he had* 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is likely that David recovered from the Philistines 
all that they had gained at the battle of Gilboa, and 
drove them out of the cities they had seized at the 
death of Saul * ; and being now fixed at Jerusalem, he 
was resolved to do every thing in his power to increase 
its safety and magnificence. 

It is related in a former part of this history, with what 
solemnity the Ark had been deposited in the Tabernacle 
by Moses, and that the glorious cloud, which appeared 
as a manifestation qftke Divine Pliesemce, rested on 
the M E uc Y-SEAT above the cherubims, A veil was placed 
before the Ark, and Aaron and his sons ministered 
there, and offered incense on the golden altar; and the 
people assembled in the court of the tabernacle to ofier 
their burnt. offerings, to join in celtbrating the praises 
of the Lord, and to make supplications to him, and 
perform their vows; which was called appearing before 
the Lord. Wherever the Ark was deposited, to that 
place the tribes were ordered to repair three times a 
year to keep the passover, &c. therefore the public tcor- 
Mp of Goiy could not have been properly performed at 
Jerusalem, neither could that city have been the metro- 

* CIiundicr*s Life of David. 
IKAh III. C polls 
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foUs of the LorcTs peculiar kingdonif without the Ark, 
which made David very desirous to bring it thither. 

Hitherto the Ark had had no settled habitation ; for 
many years it had been carried about from place to 
place : and in the time of Eli, God, to punish the Israel- 
ites for their impiety, had permitted it to fall into the 
hands of the Philistines ; and when the calamities the 
Philistines suffered for detaining it obliged them to send 
it back into the land of Israel, it was left in the house 
of Abinadab,^ and here it had remained about forty-six 
years, till David's establishment on. the throne; ex« 
cepting on some particular occasions, when it was car- 
ried into tha field of battle* 

David's proposal to bring the ark to Jerusalem met 
with the joyful concurrence of his people, and was put 
immediately in execution. The * procession must have 
been uncommonly grand, as it consisted of all the no- 
bility, the priests and Levites,. and the officers of the 
army, with thejensigns and ornaments of their different 
•rders, led on by their sovereign, and followed by an 
innumerable multitude of people l)elonging to the dif- 
ferent tribes of Israel. During the procession, David 
and all those who were skilful in music, expressed their 
joy by playing on various instruments ; but their trans- 
ports were soon interrupted by a dreadful visitation on 
Uzzah, one of the sons of Abinadab, who drove the cart. 
It is said, " that Goi> smote himjbr his error,** It was 
a great crime in Uzzab to be ignorant of any thing re- 
specting the Ark; for the law of Moses expressly taught 
that no one but the priests should totick it; and therefore 
he should have fully instructed himself concerning the 
requisite ceremonies, before he presumed to attend it ; 
especially on so solemn an occasion, when the king and' 

* Delanj** Life of David. 
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people were assembled to do it hbnoar : and as the LoRo 
was about to restore his holy worship, it was necessary ' 
that the congregation should be taught to reverence His 
Divine ordinances. The religion of the Jews^as has been 
r^eatedly observed, consisted partly of a variety ofcere^ 
monialsf which were types and symbols of divine things, 
and the pledges of their Covenant concerning the lantf 
(^ Canaan ; if they omitted them Xhey forfeited their pri" 
vUeges; and as the Divine Being had ^anc^i/^^ the 
Ark in so visible a manner by a token of his immediate 
Presence, it was certainly sacred^ and ought to have 
'been attended with the utmost revereiu:e : nothing less 
than a judgment from heaven upon a profanation of it, 
could recover die people to a proper sense of the respect 
due to that sacred repository of the written law and' 
commandments of God, the Tables of Testimony. 

It is said David was displeased; but from the piety 
of his disposition, 0t may suppose, that he was only 
disappointed and ^ri^vedy that his holy purposes were 
interrupted, and fear took possession of his mind, lest 
he should, through ignorance, commit offt^nce likewise. 

It may seem strange, that David should not be fully 
acquainted with the law of Moses ; but we must con- 
sider the times he lived in ; the Ark had been greattly 
neglected for many years ; religion was but little at- 
tended to in the days of Saul, for the bad example of 
the sovereign and his court 1$ too apt to influence a na- 
tion : all the priests who had ever seen the Ark were' 
dead excepting one young man, who had never seen it 
removed; neither were there any Levites alive, who had 
been presept at that solemnity. David and his people ^ 
had been constantly engaged in war ; and though his 
mind was naturally inclined to piety, he had not had 
much opportunity of attending pubLc worship, accord* 
ing to the original establishment. , ^ 

c2 The 
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The signal vengeance of God on Uzzah <trudc D«vtd 
with the utmofit consternation ; and he would not ven- 
ture to advance any fardier with the ark at that time ; 
Obed«edom, at whose house he left it, was a Le^te, 
and a piousgood man : he rejoiced to receive it, know- 
ing it would prove a blessing to him and his immilyy tm- 
he, well understood the nature of Uzzah's offence. 
. Though Christians cannot be guilty of the very 
crime for which Uzzah received such an exen^laiy 
punishment, every one who imlfuUy neglects to make 
use of the means with which it pleased God to hiess 
them, for learning their duty» is certainly liable to the 
Divine displeasure. Let us therefore study, with un- 
rjBmitting diligence^ the Holy ScRiPTURES, lest, for 
iffint of knowing them, we fall into sin^ and be, like 
Uzzah) out qff for our er&oiu 

SECTION VIII. 

BAVID ORDERETH THE PRIESTS AND LBVITES TO CAR- 
RY THE ARK TO JERTJSALEM^^HE ATTENDETH IT 
WITH G REAT JOY. 

From 1 Chron. Chap. xv. xvi. 2 Sam. Chap, v 

Akd David made him houses in the city of David, 
•Ad prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched 
fbr it a tent. 

Then David said. None ought to cfu-ry the ark of 
Qojy but the Levites : for them hath the Lord choiieii 
to caxty the ark of God, and to minister uiito him foir 
ever. 

^nd David gathered all Israel together to Jerusalem, 
to bring up the ark of the Lord unto his place whi<^ 
be had prepared for it. 

^d David assembled the children of Aaron, and 

Ibe I<evites : in all eight btmdred and jgixty^two. 

And 
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And David called for Zadok and Abiathar theprlesttfy 
and for the Levites, for Uriels Asaiali> and Joel, She- 
maiahy and Elieland Aminadab. 

And said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fathers 
of the LeyiteSy sanctify yourselves^ both ye and your 
brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the Lord 
€k>D of Israel unto the phkce that 1 have prepared for it. 

Far because ye did it not at the first, the Lord our 
God made a breach upon us, for that we sought him 
not after the due order. 

80 die priest and the Levites sanctified themsehes 
t» bring up t^e ark <^the Lord God of Israel* 

Aad the ddidren of the Levjtes bare the ark of Qot 
upon their shooldersy as Moses commanded. / 

And iterid spake to ^e chief of the Levitei , to ap- 
ydnt their brethren to be the singers with instruments 
of music, pealleriee) and harps and cymbals sounding, 
by Hftiog up the voice with joy. And they did 8o« 

So David and the elders of Israel, and the captain! 
over thousands, went to bring up the ark of the oovei^ 
Dant of the Lord, out of the house of Obed-edom 
with joy. 

And it came to pass, when God helped the Levites 
that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, that 
they o^r^ seven bullocks and seven rams. 

And David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, awl 
all the Levites that bare the ark, and the singers, and 
Chenaniah the master of the song, with the mngeichi 
David ako had upon him an ephod of linen. 

And it came to pass, as the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord came to the city of David, that Michalthe 
daughter of Saul, looking out at a window, saw king 
Davfd ^ncing and playing, and she despisad ]i» ia 
her heart. 

So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the 

G S midst 
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midst of the tent that David had pitc^ied for it ; and 
they offered burnt-sacrifices and peace-offerings before 
God, 

And when David had made an end of offering the 
-burnt-offerings and the peace-offerings, he blessed the 
people in the name of the Lord. 

And he dealt to every one of Israel, both man and 
woman, to^every one a loaf of bread and a good piece 
of flesh, and a flagon of wine. 

And he appointed certain of the Levites to minister 
before the ark of the Lord, and to record, and to tliank 
and praise the Lord God of Israel with psalteries, and 
with harps, with cymbals and with trumpets, continue 
ally before the ark of the covenant of God. 

So he left there before the ark of the covenffldt of the 
Lord, Aiaph imd his brethren, to minister before the 
ark continually,- as every day's work required. 

And Zadok the priest and his brethren the priests, 
before the tabernacle of the Lord, in the high place 
that was at Gibeon. 

And all the people departed every man to his house: 
and David returned to bless his household. 

And Michal, Saul's daughter, came out to meet Da- 
vid, and said, How glorious was the king of Israel to« 
day, who appeared in the eyes of the maid-servants At 
one of the vain fellows. 

And David said unto Michal, It was before the Lord» 
which chose me before thy father, and before all Ins 
house, to appoint me ruler over the people of the Lord^ 
over Israel: therefore will I play before the Lord. 

/ind I will yet be more vile than thos, and will be 
base in mine own sight : and of the maid- servants 
which thou hait spoken of, of 4hem shall I be had in 
honour. 

'; • ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Whilst the ark remained at the house of Obed-edom, 
David fully instructed himself concerning the requisite 
ceremonials ; the priests and Lerites having also tho« 
roughly considered the matter, the congregation of 
Israel was once more assembled, and the procession 
began with solemnity and decorum. The Levites yr&re 
arrayed in robes of fine linen ; and the king assuming 
the character of an humble attendant on the Ark of 
GoDy laid aside his royal garments, and attired hun- 
telf in a long robe, like that worn by the Levites, over 
which he put an ephod as a mark of distinction* 

Before the procession began from the house' of 
Obed-edom, David offered up a devout prayer ; and 
declared his firm belief in the promises of God, to him 
and his posterity, as follows *• 

Lord, remember Dcevid, and all his qfflictions*^ 

Sow lie suare unto the Lord, and vowed unto the 
mighty God of Jacob* 

Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, 
nor go up into my bed ; 

I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine 
eyelidsy until I find out a place for the Lord, an habita^ 
tion for the mighty God of Jacob. 

Arise, Lord, into Thy rest ; Thou, and the ark of 
Thy strength. 

Let Thy priests be clothed with lighteuusness ; and 
let thy saints shout for joy. 

For thy servant David* s sake, turn not away the face 
of Thine anointed. 

The LoRB hath sworn in truth unto David, He will 

* I'salm cxxxii. 
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not turn from it, Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon 
thy throne. 

If thy children will keep My covenant, and My testi- 
fnony that I shall teach them; their children aUo shall 
sit upon thy throne for iverniore. 

For the Lord hath chosen Zion : He hath desired it 
for His habitation » 

ThU is My rest for ever : htrt will £ dwell, for I 
have desired i#. 

I will abundoMify Ufss her provision: I will satisfy 
her poor wuh hreadm 

I mU aiso tloihe her prints wkh sdhation: a§ul her 
saints shall shout aloud for joy. 

There wUl I make the horn of Davii to bud : I hava 
ordained a lamp for mine finoinUim 

His enemies will I clothe with shame •* but upon him^ 
self shall his crown Jiourish. -, 

The latter part <^ this Psalm bears evident maiks of 
Divine inspiration. It is supposed^ that the following 
Psalm was sung in divisions to scJemn musio *• « 

PART L 
Sung when the Priests lifted up the Ark f * 

Zrf God ansc, let His enemies be scattered : let them 
also that hale Hi?n fee before Him. 

As smoke is driven away, so drive them away : as wax 
melteth before the fre, so Itt the wicked perish at the 
presence of God. 

But let the righteous be glad : let them rejoice before 
God, yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. 

Sing unto God, sing praises to His name : > extol Him 
that rideth upon the heavens by His name JAH> and 
r^oice before Him. 

* Dr. Chandler's Life of Pavid. t Pialm Izviii* 
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Afithft cf^fhefaikerleMf md a judge eftk€ widows, 
it God tit His hofy habitation. 

P A R T H. 

Siipgwbea th^ Aritwas |4aeedon th^ Shoulders of 

. the Levitea. 

OGoi^,' vhen Thou went est fwrth hefsreThy people; 
vken Thou didst march through the toildentess; : > 

The earth shooky the heavens also drooped at the pre^ 
settee of God : even 8inai itself xoas moved ai the fire* 
smce of GaD, the Gov of Israel. 

The Lord gave the word; great was the towspany of 
those that published it. 

Kings of armies did flee apace: and she that tarried 
at home divided the spoil. 

Though ye have lien among the pots^ yet shall ye he as 
the wings of a dove covered with silver , and herfeatheri^ 
with yellow gold. 

The words in the first part agree with those used by 
Moses and the l3raelites whenever they removed the 
ark: those in the second served to remind the people 
of God's former mercies to the house of Jacob. 

When the ark was in view of mount Sion, it is pj*o» 
hable this was sung. 

PART III. 

The chariots of God are twenty thousand^ even thou^ 
sands of angels; the Lord is among them as in Sinaiy in 
the holy place. 

Blessed be the LoRD, who daily loadeth us with bene* 
fitsy even the God if our salvation. 

He that is our God is the God of salvation: and unto 
God the Lord belong the issues from death, 

c 5 Sing 
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Sing unto GoUf ^e kingdoms of the eartl: V $ing 
praises unto the Lord. 

To Him that rideth upon the heaven ofheavens^ which 
were of old, lo, He doth send out His voice ^ and that a 
m ighty voice. 

Ascribe ^e strength unto GoDr His^excetlency is over 
Israeli and His strength is in the clouds. 

God, Thou art terrible out of Thp hoiy places, the 
God of Israel is He that giveth strength and power unto 
His people; blessed be God* t 

It is supposed that the :^llowing Psalm was set to 
music on this occasion, and sung by way of dialogue \sf 
king and people; we may conjeeiare, that it began 
when they reached the foot «f mount Sion^* 

The earth\ is ^/<e Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the 
world and they that dwell, therein. 

For He hath founded it upon the seas, and established 
it upon tlte floods.. ' 

When they arrived at the gates of Jerusalem, whick 
may be considered as a type of Heaven, it is likely that 
the king and his choir sung as follows : 

Lift up your heads ^ ye gates , and be ye lift up yc 
everlasting dow's^ an^jMe King of glory shall came in^ 

And those within answered. 

Who is the King of glory ? ^ 

To which the first replied : 

The Lord strong ajid mighty; the ILom} mighty in. 
battle. 

And now let us suppose^ that the procession proceed- 
ed to the gates of the court of the t^ernacle, the in* 
struments playing the same airs; and the king, princes^ 
aud damsels, moving to the measure (as was tlie custom. 



* Dr. Delanj*g Life of David* t Psalm xsiv*. 
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in those times) ; when they arrived at the gates of tJte 
tabernacle, they sung, and were answered as follows : 

Lift vp your heads, O ye gates i even lift them vp, ye 
ccerlotting duorSy and the King af Glory shall come m,. 

Who is the King of Glory f 

X4e Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory *. 

When they had deposited the ark in the tabernacTe^ 
it is likely the following was sung. 

f Give thanks unto the Lord^ call vpon, His name,, 
make knoxon His deeds among the people. 

Sing unto him, sing psalms unto ttim, talk ye of dl( 
His wondrous works^ 

Ghry ye in His holy name t let the heart of them re- 
ioice that seek the 'Lo'VL'D* 

Seek the Lord and his strength, seek His face conti'^ 
nually^. 

Remember His marcelious works that he hath done, Hi^ 
Vionders, and the judgments of His mouth; ye seed of 
Israel His seT*vant, ye cliildren of jMcob His chosen ones^ 

' He is the LoRD^oz<r God ;. His judgments are in all- 
the earth. 

Be ye mindful always of His covenant; the wor£ 
which He commanded to a thousand generations ; evet^ 
pf the covenant which He made with Abraham, and of 
His oath unto Isaac : 

And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, and 
to Israel for an everlasting covenant. 

Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, thst 
lot of your inheritanccp. 

*The two learned aatbors, from whose w^rks I bave chiefly coni*> 
posed my comments on. the Life of King David,, ditfer in their appli- 
cation of Psalms to this solemnity ; that selected by each, appea'rsv 
to me well adapted to the occasion, therefore I have introduce«l 
them both ; from the fear of omitting the P^alm, which would ex«^ 
«Ue the propercst ideas in the minds of my readers* 

+4 Chron. xvi. 8, &c. * 
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When ye were hut few , even a few, and strangers in it : ' 

And when they went fnm nation to nation^ and from * 
one kingdom to another people ; 

^Hk suffered no man to do them wrong : yea, He re*^ 
proved kings for their sakes. 

Saying, Touch not •mine anointed, and do my prophets 
no harm* 

'Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; shew forth from * 
thy to day His salvation. 

Declare his glory among the heathen ; His manclfous^ 
vorks among all nations. 

For great is Me Lord, and greatly tote praised: H6 
also is to be feared above all godsm 

Fqr all the gods of the people are idols : but the LbRO 
made the heavens. 

Glory and honour are in his presence, strength and- 
gladness are in his place. 

Gtve unto the "Lord, ye kindreds of the people, give 
vnto the Lord glory and strength. 

Owe unto the Lokd the glory due imto His name : 
bring an offering and come before Him ; worship the 
Lord. tit the beauty (f holiness* 

Fear before Him, all the earth : the world also shalf 
be stable, that it be not moved. 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the eatth rejotcn : and 
let men say among the nations. The Lord reigneth. 

Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof : let the fields 
rejoice, and all that is therein. 

Thai shall the trees of the wood sing out at the pre* 
stnce of the Ijoud, because He comethio judge the earth* 

give thanks to the LoRl>> for He is good : fitr Hii 
mercy endurethfor ever. 

And say ye, Sa:ve us, O GO0 (f our ssdvaticut and 
gather us together, and delker us from the keatJkn, ih4i 
we may give thanks to Thy h^ly namcj and glory in 
Thy praise. Blessed 
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Blessed he l&eLoftB Gov ofhrttdjot ever and eedr; 
and all the people saidy Amen, nnd praised ihehonn. - 

« It is supposed that the ark was carried to Jerusalem . 
at the feast of taberaades, at which time the Jews were • 
obliged to lire in bootlw and tentd ; aad as their houses' 
had fiat roofi> there is reason to imagine they"^ built 
their bowers on the tops of them with ever-greens of 
▼arious kinds; and that they also erected booths in 
ranges throughout the largest streets of the city* 
What a beautiful appearance must this hare made^ 
especially at night, when a number of lights gliaunered^ 
thorough the branches ; and how must the humane heart 
of David be dehghted, when he considered all the^ 
bowers filled with people, happy in the consciousness of 
hating discharged their duty towards God, and re- 
joicing in his returning favour ; but above all, what 
satisfaction must arise in his mind from the reflection,- 
that he was> under God, the cause of all this felicity I 
It f is likely that he made use of the following words 
in blessing his people j:«" 

God be mercifid unto us, and Hess vs : and cause His^ 
Jace to shine upon us. 

That thy voay may be known upon earthy Thy saung 
health among oil nations* 

Let the people praise Thee, O God ; let all the people 
praise Thee. 

let the nations be glad and sing Jbr joy: for Thott 
shak judge the people righteoudy, and govern ihe nations 
apon -^rth. 

Let the people praise Thee, God; lei all thepeopk 
praise Thee* 

• ^tUmiiiih viii. ifft 1^ t See Delano's Life of PsTid. 
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Then shall thetoHh ^eld her increase f a^d Ood^ 
e%;en our own God, shall bless us* 

God shaU bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall 
Jmr Him. ^ 

When David had )>les8ed the people, and they were 
gone to join their families in their respective tents, he 
repaired to his house to rejoice with his household ^ hut 
Michal who was offended with David for his great ha-. 
mility in laying aside his robes of royalty, and playing . 
on his harp belore the ark, reproached him, for thua 
levelling himself with his subjects^ thinking that he had 
exposed himself to their scorn and contempt : her re- 
proaches affected him not ; for he was concious that he 
had acted properly, and was certain, that his behaviour, 
was not only approved of God,, but would procure him. 
esteem and honour rather than derision among men ;. 
for dancing was in these days frequently practised as a 
religious ceremony, on public solemnities. 

* Miriam the prophetess took a timbrel, and all the. 
women went out after her with timbrels and withi 
dances, when the Israelites were delivered from Egyptian, 
bondage;' so also did Jephthah's daughter : and other 
instances might be produced from sacred history* 
From whence we may conclude, that David did not act 
with impropriety in ^is particular; and surely we can- * 
not join with Michal, in condemning him for playing^ 
on his harp on Ui joyful an occasion ; therefore, we must 
own that she exposed herself most to contempt and de-^ 
rision, by laying aside the noblest ornaments of a royal 
matron, piety and humility towards God. 

Though David when seated on the throne of Israel,, 
was at the height of worldly power and grandeur, he 
could not rest till he had established the public worship 
of GoD in his kingdom, and for this purpose he was at 
incredible pains and expence. David had well consi- 
der^ the subject, and was convinced, that the practice 

.of 



of religious dutioi was absolirtely neeesstry for Ae 
welfare of the state, as wdl as for the happiness of its 
iadividuals. The king's example had proper influence 
on his subjects: the sabbaths of the Lord were regu^ 
hrlykepty and all the holy ordinances observed with 
becoming reverence: the Loai> caused the light of His 
countenance to shme on them, and they were prosperous 
and honourable. 

We may understand, from the psalms hereintroduced, 
that David's ideas of the Loan God were such as Moses 
endeavoured to excite in the minds of the Israelites. 

SECTION IX. 

KATHAN FIRST APFROVfiTH DAVIDS* PURPOSE tO 
BUILD AN HOUSE FOR THE ARK — AFTERyTARDiS 
BY god's COMMAND FORBIDDETH HIM — DAVID^V 
PaAYER AND THANKSGIVING* 

From 2 Sam, Chap, vii, viiL 

AKixk came to pass when the king sat in his house, 
and the Lord had given him rest round about from all 
bis enemies ; that the king said unto Nathan the pro- 
pbety. See now I dwell in an house of cedar, but the 
ark of God dwelleth within ciurtains. 

And Nathan said to the king, Go^^do all that is in 
dune heart : for the Lord is with thee. , 

And it came to pass that night, that the word of the 
Lord came unto Nathan, saying, Go, and tell my ser. 
vant David, Thus saitli the Lord, Shalt thou build ma 
an house for me to dwell in I whereas I have not dwelt 
in any house, since the time that I brought up the 
children of Israel out of Egjrpt, even to this day, but 
have walked in a tent and in a tabernacle* 

4t la 



In all &it pfaic«8 whertin I havm walktd witir all 
llie ohitdreH of Israel, spake I a word with any of the 
tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to feed my people 
Israel, saying, Why bufld ye not me ah house c^ cedar ^ 

Now therefore, so shalt thou say unto my serranft 
David, Thus saRh the Loub of hosts, I took thee from 
the sheep-cote, from fdlowing the i^eep, to be niler 
over my people, over Israel* 

And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest, and 
have cut ofFall thine ememies out of thy sight, and have 
made thee a great name, Kke unto ^e name of the 
great men that are in the earth. 

(Moreover, I will appoint a place for my people Israel, 
and I will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of 
their own, and move no more; neither shall the chil- 
dren of wickedness afflict them anymore as beforetime, 
and as since the time that I commanded judges to. be 
over my people Israel, and have caused thee to rest 
from all thine enemies). Also the Lord telleth that 
he will make thee an house. 

And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep 
with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed afler thee, which 
shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish 
his kingdom. 

He shall build an house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 

I will be hir father, and he shall be my son : if he 
commit iniquity I will chasten him with the rod of meri 
and with the stripes of the children of meni but my 
mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took' it 
from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 

And thine house and thy kingdom shall be establish- 
ed for ever before thee : thy throne i^ll be esia 1 sh* 
ed for ever. 

Aoeording 
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iAcoording to all these words, and according to all 
tkis vision, so did Nathan speak unto David« 

Then went David in, and sat down before the Lorp, 
and be said. Who am I, O Lord God ? and what is my 
bouse, that thou hast brought me hitlicrto ? and this 
vras yet a small thing in tliy sight, OLoRo God ; but 
Umi haat spoken also of tliy servant's house for a great 
while to come ; and is this the manner of men, O Lord 
God ? and what can David say more unto thee ? for 
thou Lord God knowest thy servant. 

Fbv thy word's lakei and Beeorimg to tbto* dwn 
bttrt, halt thou done al these graat tlaiigii> t» xo$ke 
tbj senraBt know theai. 

Wherefore thou art gieal,.0 Lord Go*:: finr there 
k amie like the^, neither is Aere any God bi^dea thee, 
aocorduig to all that we have heard with our ears. 

And what one ilatien in the eartb is like fhy peepte, 
•vea like Israel, whom Gex> went to redeerii for apeeple, 
to himself, «td to make him a name^ and to do for yes 
great things, and terrible, for thy lend before thy peo- 
ple which thou redeemeet to thee from Egypt, from 
^e nations aai«^ their gods ? for tfaeu hast eonfinEned f o 
thyself thy people Israel to be a people unto titee for 
ever: and thou. Lord, art become their God. 

i^nd now, O Lord God, the word that thou hast 
spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his 
house, establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said. - 

And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying. The 
Loud of hosts is the God over Israel : and let the house 
ef thy servant David be established before thee. 

For thou, O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, hast re- 
vealed to thy servant, saying, I will build thee an house ; 
^ertfore hath thy servant found in hin heart to pray 
this prayer unto thee* 

An4 
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And now, O Lord God, thou art that God, and thy 
words be true/ and thou hast promised this goodness 
unto thy servant. 

Therefore now let it please thee to bless the house of 
thy servant, that it may continue for ever before thee : 
for thou, O Lord God, hast spoken it, and with thy 
blessing let the house of thy servant be blessed for ever. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

David was now at rest from his aiemies^ and had esta- 
blished the public worship at Jerusalbm ; but he wish- 
ed to give the service of God all the dignity due ta it, 
to diffuse the Glory of the Lord throughout the ends 
of the earth, that the light of true religion should rite 
from Jerusalem, like the tunjr<pn his tabemack g thai 
Us going forth should he from the uttermost parts qfthe 
heavenSf and its circuit unto the ends of it, and that ink 
thing should be hidjrom the light and influence of it* 

David had a deep sense of the deficiency of his best en* 
deavoursj and an ardent4le8ire to do more; he therefore 
formed a scheme for building a magnificent temple* 
Nathan the prophet, his friend with niiom he consulted^ 
thinking it a laudable design, encouraged him to put It 
in execution ; but as at this time Nathan spake only ac* 
cording to the dictates of his own reason, he advised 
wrong ; for the Lord revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he had appointed other business for David; and to 
soflen the refusal, the Lord graciously promised that 
David's son should build the temple, and that he would 
establish his kingdom^r ever. David, overcome with 
gratitude and astonishment, hasted to the Tabernacle^ 
to pour out his acknowledgements to his Divine Bene- 
factor; his words as recorded in this Section were exr 
pressive of the utmost piety, modesty^ and humility. 

SECTION 
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SECTION X. 

DAVID SVBDUBTB THE PHILISTINES, THE MOABITB!> 
AMD OTHBK EMBMJES OF ISBABL. 

Bavid understanding, from Nathan's answer, that he 
was not to build a temple unto the Lord, but that he 
was appointed to subdue the enemies of Israel, and esta* 
blish his people in peace and security ; reflected, that as 
they were not in full possession of the promised land, it 
Was his peculiar business to drive out the idolaters, and 
kettle the tribes of Israel in their stead. He therefore 
began with the Philistanes, having made no treaty with 
them; and it is likdy that even Achish, who had be* 
haved in so friendly a manner when David fled to him 
for succour, had joined in conunitting hostilities against 
Mm as a king of Israel ; besides, it was utterly incon* 
sistent with David's present situation, to shew partial 
&vour towards Achish, from private motives. 

It is related that David subdued the Philistines, and 
took from Uiem Metheg Ammah, by which is meant 
the city of Gath and the territories belonging to it* 

The Moabites had been so effectually subdued by 
E^ud, that we read no more of them in sacred history till 
the days of Saul, who warred against them with success* 
The king of Moab behaved with gre^t ho^itality to 
David's parents ; however, when he came to the crown^ 
they entered into a confederacy against him with the 
neighbouring nations, and renewed their hostilities ; so 
David smote them also. The Lord had expressly com« 
manded, that the Israelites should not attack the Edomi* 
ites, Moabites, and Amorites, without provocation i 
for this reason, David was particularly careful to pre% 
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serve the lives of as many of them as be could. Having 
conquered the whole country, David took an exact 
survey of every part of it, casting them to the ground ; 
that is flaj/ing level their strong holds and Jbrtified places y 
•afioej^tiiif such as iw thought proper to garrbon with 
his troops ; th«ii he ooarked out two tracks of the 
country, one consisting of those Moabites who had 
b«eo ma^ «ett¥e io the war agsnast hani ; these he con- 
dkqwed to death, and, the ii^liai^iitaints of .tlie other be 
Mvedr ajyive, mi cotiditiotv of tbeir paying him tribute. - 

XMyiilfiexl weat to esi^n^ his d^ouaioDs as &rasthe 
grant give» by G(»> te Ahnkam^ in these wordi^ Vnto 
tit^ s$ed km0e J given ^i9 lamlf/mm the rimer ofEg^ 
Hn^ tie ^^eat fivers the riiser Euphraie^^ but he mat 
wiA greftt off ^midtm irom Hadadcisei*, the son of Rdiob, 
wlu) wm al thai; tinae king of Zofoah, ii^ the land of SyriaL 

The Syriant* were descended partly from Araoi, the 
]^<iiui|;eat Mtt of Sfasn^ asd par% from Hamat^ otne 
0i the elsvctt totis of Castaaa, Syria, whieh was af 
pneat extent* wa^ divided IniA many petty kix^otttt^ q£ 
which ZolMd> wm osoc. Ueheh is supposed to have l w w a 
the first king of it, and to have laid the fsundatiatt of 
hm son's graadeor* Hadadezer was a great aatd ambt^ 
tious pffiince, and seems to have aspired at the umversal 
monarchy of Syria ; but his opposition to David was at- 
tended with soeh losses, that he wi» under the necessity 
of ealiiag in the aid of tiie people of Damascus (an«ther 
part of Syria), which place was then without a king ; but 
they secMs after received for theur sovereign, Res<m f, 
one 6f Hadadeser's subjects, who revolted from him. 

David is said to have taken frpm Hadadeaer, 1000 
ehariots and 720,000 footmen ; and when the Syrian of 

^ See tlie History of th« Syriant in tb« Universal History. 

t See 1 Kings xi. 28. 
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Dimasous came to their guccour, Damd a army flieir of 
tbem ^000 men, and took a vast number of goldoft 
ifaklds. 

We wasLy form tn high idea of liie riches of lihe 8y^ 
nam, firom the mimber of chariots and horses which 
eiren those Icings who reigned over a very small part ef 
it possessed ; and from the golden shields which Davht 
took fVom their soldiers. David hamstrung the horses, 
aid burned the chariots m the fire, agreeably to tho 
oommand of the Lord fbrmeriy given to prevent his 
people from 'placing dependence on tiieir own power, 
aod that they might trust in him alone* 

We read that Joab smote every mide in Edom, aiidr 
afterwards put garrisons in thait country; from whieh 
we may conclude that the Edomites also had joinedthe 
^MTHier conspiracy, to cut qff' Israel Jrom being u naHon, 
tktd fke name cf Israel might no longer remain in re*^ 
membrance. And from the account of Joab^s severi^ 
towitf ds them, there is reason to suppose, that as the 
Bdemices bad abused the mercy which God had com- 
manded to be shewn towards them, David was autho* 
rtzed to put them to the sword We must not, how* 
ever, imagine that Joab destroyed all the inhabitants in 
the whole .country of Edom ; though we are told, thai 
heeui cff'aU the males ; for this expression may only 
extend to those* who were in arms against him, and 
^ws that he spared the women and children, 

Prom the time of Moses, when, as we read in a for* 
mer part of this history, the Edomites refused Israel a 
pttsi^ through their land, sacred history is silent about 
%em, except in respect to their joining the confederacy 
^ve-mentioned ; but it appears, that they had em- 
ployed themselves in extending then* dominions, and 
had applied themselves to trade and navigation, partt-» 
ttdarly ito the AtaWan gulf, They^ dealt in very rich 
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Oommddities : pure gold, gold of Ophir, the topaz of 
Ethiopia, corals, pearls, &c. and became a very cpn- 
siclerable kingdom ; but they now began to feel the 
effects of Isaac^s prophecy, that the elder should serve 
the younger ; fot those that were not d^treyed, were 
either brought into subjection by Joab, or fled with 
tfaieir young king into Egypt. 

Though David was engaged in wars abroad, he did. 
not neglect the administration of justice at home ; all 
his subjects were safe under his protection, and shared 
the fruits of his good government. He made choice 
of able ministers to discharge the great offices of the 
state. JoAB was commander in chief rf the forces ; he 
was a valiant man ; but there is reason to suppose. Da. 
vid would willingly have preferred another to this post, 
on account of Joab's having murdered Amasa; but 
that he could not remove him without rabing commo- 
tions in the kingdom, as Joab had great power and in- , 
fluence. 

Jehi£L was tutor and governor of the hinges younger 
sofis, Jehosophat, the sen of Ahilud, was recorder ^ or 
a remembrancer or writer of chronicles. Jonathan 
and Serai A II were the scribes^ ov principal secretaries 
^f state. The brave Bsnaiah» who had performed 
noble exploits, was the captain of the life-guards, who 
werj! caUed Cherethites and Pelethites. 

Cheretfiites was another nam^ for Philistines ; hut we 
cannot suppose that David preferred those who had 
been the inveterate enemies of his cciuntry (even if they 
were now become proselytes) to his own subjects, the 
most probable conjecture therefore is, that the Chere^ 
thites were tliose troops who had resorted to him in his 
distress, gone along with him into Philistia, and adhe- 
red to him in his calamities. 

The Pelethites are supposed to have been those who 
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sorted to him at Ziklag, whilst he was still under the 
protection of Achish, who might be denominated P^/^- 
thiieSf from the name of their leader* Pelet^ the son of 
Azmaveth. 

Zadok, the son of Ahitub, and Abimblech, the son 
of Abiathar, were the prjests ; David's eldest sons were 
chief rulers; Ahithophel was the king's co//n^//or; 
and HusHAiy the ArchitOi was the king's companion. 

There were a number of other officers of state in 
diferent departments. 

SECTION XI. 

DAVID SENDETH FOR MEPHI BOSHETH, JONATHAN^ 

SON. 

Fram 2 Samuel^ Chap* viii. ix. 

And David reigneth over all Israel, and David exe* 
cuted judgment and justice unto all his people. 

And David said. Is there yet any that is left of the 
bouse of Sauly that I may shew him kindness for Jona* 
than's sake ? And there was of the house of Saul, a 
servant whose name was Ziba; and when they had 
called him unto David, the king said unto him, Art thou * 
Ziba ? and he said. Thy servant is he. 

And the king said. Is there not yet any of the house 
of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto 
bim ? and Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet 
a son which is lame on his feet. 

And the king said unto him, Where is he? And Ziba 
said unto the king. Behold, he is in the house of Machir^ 
tbe son of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 

Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the 
bouse of Machir, the son of Ammieii from Lo-debar. 



• 1 Chron. xii. 13. 
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Kow when Mepliibosheth th€ son of Jonatban, the 
son of Saul, was com« unto David, he fell on his face, 
and did reverence. And David said Mephlbo^eth* 
And he answered. Behold thy servant. 

A nd David said unto him, Fear not; for 1 will surely 
shew thee kindness, for Jonathan thy father's sake, and 
will restore thee tM the land of Saul thy fttiier, and 
thou shalt eat bread at my table continuidly. 

And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant 
that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am? 
Then the king called to Ziba Saul's servant and said 
unto him, I have given unto thy master's son all that 
pevtakied te iS|M»l|«&d to all his house. 

Thou therefore and thy sons, and thy senrants, shall 
till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruits, 
that thy master's f.on's family may have food to eat : 
hilt MepbH)osheth thy roaster's son shall eat bread 
always at my table* Now Ziba had fifteen sons, and 
tpenty senrants. 

. Then said Z8>a unto the king, According to all thgt 
ny lord the king hath commanded his servant, so shall 
tk^F servant do. As for Mephibpsheth, said the king, 
hfi ahall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons. 

And Mephibosheth had a young son whose name was 
Mk^: and all that dwelt in the house of Ziba were 
sesvants unto Mephibosheth. 

. So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem : for he did eat 
continually at the king's table : and was lame on both 
bisftel. 

ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 

' Whenever David enjoyed an interval of peace, he 
studsed^toimprove it to some good purpose; his gratitude 
to God had lately been shewn in bringing back the Ark, 
a^d the pious design of building a temple for public wor- 
ship, 
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ship: religion was his first care, and the good of his 
lubjects was the next. 

No doubt he often recollected, with painful regret and 
tender sorrow, his dear friend Jonathan ; but whilst his 
kingdom was in an unsettled state, he could not with 
pr^riety and stdSsty introduce into his family one of 
Sauls race; besdbs, it b probable, David supposed Me* 
phibosfaetfa was dead (^ his nurse concealed bim), and 
that be diought thare were none of Jonathan's posterity 
i^ve ; bixt as his covenant with his departed friend r e. 
mained fimaly impressed on his n^mory, he resc^^red (at 
soon as he had regalated the al^rs of the state) to abev 
kindness to any one of Saul's family who mi^t be living, 
^ Jonathan's sake; and when he found on enquiry 
that there was still a son of his lefl, his heart^panted 
with impatieiM^ to shew him kin&iess, to suc<;our and 
protect him. 

How kindly did David remove the fears of Mephibo- 
theth, and provide for ^he support of his housfaold, by 
giving him the paternal inheritanoe of Saul, and reoeir* 
log him into his own fiunily. 

Mephibo«heth was now raised firom a state of obsott<* 
rity and apprehension, to plenty, ease, and magnifi* 
ceace ; he bad an ample fortune, and ivas treated sm 
one of the rpyal family ; besides all this, he enjoyed tho 
confidence of the king, who without doubt took e!ver|r 
opportunity of engaging his gratitude by acts of gene* 
rosity and tenderness. Thus we find, that David watf 
faithful in the performance of his promises, and did not 
suffer prof^rity and success to obliterate the remem* 
hrance of those benefits which had been conferred on 
him in the time af his distress^ How truly e&en^lary 
was his coodtict in this instance! 
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SECTION XII. 

David's ambassadors abused by the ammonitss* 

A WAR ensues •. 

When David had settled the affairs of his kmgdoin^ 
end testified his grateful respect for the memory of his 
dear friend Jonathan^ he resolved to discharge another 
debt of gratitude by sending a friendly embassy to Ha« 
nun, the son of Nahash, king of the Ammonites, to 
condole with him on the death of his ^stther, who had 
on some occasion shewed kindness to David, probably 
when he was persecuted by Saul. 

Instead of receiving this compliment as it was in- 
tended, Hanun was persuaded by the princes of Am" 
mon to regard it as an artifice of David's to inform 
himself of the strength of the city, that he might turn 
his arms against it ; and as a mark of resentment for 
this su{^osed offence, Hanun caused David's ambassa- 
dors to be seized, and directed that they should have 
half their beards shaved off, and their garments cut 
short, and in this condition be sent back to their own 
country. 

This was a very great indignity, because long beards 
and long garments were marks of honour and distinc- 
tion; and cutting off the beard was a matter of the high, 
estreproach at that time ; for it was inflicted in some 
places as a punishment for heinous offences, and was a 
particular insult tp the Jews, as their religion prohibit- 
ed their cutting off any part of their beards. 

Davidj though he must naturally resent this contemp- 
tuous andinjurious treatment of his ambassadors, did not 
make any preparations for war, till the Ammonites, who 

• 2 Sara. z. 
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expected to feel the effects of his resentment^ had hired 
confederates and taken the field. It was a fixed prin- 
ciple with David, never to indulge his &wn revenge 
against any people ; we may therefore conclude, that 
he referred himself to God, and had permission to send 
forth his army with Joab to repel the invasion. 

Joab inadvertently exposed hiihself and his army to 
great danger, by not gaining proper information in 
respect to the situation of the enemy; but^ith 'a hap^y 
presence of mind, and proper confidence in Goi>, he 
animatedhis soldiers with a noblespeechyand they drove 
their enemies before them. The sentiments Joab ex- 
pressed were such as every commander, engaged in a 
proper cause, should endeavour to inspire into his 
troops when preparing for battle — To be of good cou- 
rage ; to acquit themselves like men ; and to leave the 
event of the battle to the Lord of Hosts. 

Mliether the season of the year was too far advanced 
to keep the field, or for what reason Joab returned to 
Jerusalem, we are not told; but it seem?, the' Syrians 
expected another attack, and prepared accordingly ; 
when David learnt this, he collected his troops, and 
went against them in-person ; a battle ensued^ in which 
was the greatest slaughter that is recorded in any of 
I David's wars. It is said that David slew the men of 
seven hundred chariots of the Syrians, who were con- 
federate with the Ammbnites, and forty thousand 
horsemen. 

Tlie gaining of this battle effectually finished the Sy- 
rian war, and established David's dominions on that side, 
to the utmost extent of God's promise to Abraham. 

** Now • was David advanced to the highest pitch of 
power and grandeur ; he had been successful in eight 
Several wars, all righteously begun ; and what is very 

• Dclanj'i Life of King David. 
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extraordinary, had fought no battle which he did not 
win, and assaulted no city which he did not take— but 
the Lord was tvith him^ 



SECTION xni. 

DAVID CAUSETH UlhAH TO BE SLAIN IN BATTLE— 
AND TAKETH BATHSHEBA TO BE HIS WIFE. 

From 2 Samuel, Chap, xu xii. 

And it came to pass, that afler the year was expired 
at the time when kings go forth to battle, that David 
sent Joab and his servants with him, «nd all Israel ; and 
they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged 
Babbah : but David tarried still at Jerusalem. 

And it came to pass, that as David walked on the 
roof of his house, that he beheld a woman, and she was 
beautiful. 

And David sent and enquired afler her, and one said, 
Is not this Bathsheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite. 
And David sent messengers and took her^ but the wo- 
man returned to her husband's house. 

And it came to pass that David wrote a letter to Joab 
saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefi^ont of the hottest bat- 
tle ; and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, 
and die. 

And it came to pass when Joab observed the city, 
that he assigned Uriah unto a place where he kn^w 
that valiant men where. 

And the men of the city went out, and fought with 
Joab : and there fell some of the people of the servants 
of David, and Uriah the Hittite died also. 

Then Joab sent, and told David all the things con4 
cerning the war. 

And charged the messenger, saying, When thou hast 

made 
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made an end of telling the matters of the war unto the 
kiDgy and if so be that tht king's wrath arise, and he say 
unto thee, Wherefore approached ye so nigh unto the 
city when yp did fight ? knew ye not that- they would 
shoot from the wall ? 

Who smote Abimelech the son of Jerub-besheth ^ 
did not a woman cast a piece of a mill<-stone upon him 
from the wall, that he died in Thebez ? why went ye 
nigh the wall ? then say thou, Thy servant Uriah the 
Hittite is dead also. 

So the messenger went, and came and shewed David- 
all that Joab had sent him for. 

And the messenger said unto David, Surely the men , 
prevailed against us, and came out unto us into the field, 
and we were upon them even unto the entering ot, the 
gate. 

And the shooters shot from off the wall upon thy 
servants, and some of the king's servants be dead, and 
thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 

Then David said unto the messenger, Thus shalt thou 
say unto Joab, Let not this thing displease thee ; for 
the sword devoureth one as well as another; make thy 
battle more strong against the city, and overthrow it ; 
and encourage thou him. 

And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her 
husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. 

And when the mourning was past, David sent, and 
fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and 
bare him a son : but' the thing that David bad done 
displeased the Loiu>. 

And the Lor d sent Nathan unto David: and he came 
unto him, and said unto him, Ther| were two men in 
one city ; the one rich and the other poor. 

The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds ; 
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but the poor man had nothing save one littte eWe-lamb 
which he had bought and nourished up : and it grew 
up together with him, and with his children ; it did eat 
of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in 
his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 

i^nd there came a trareller unto the rich man, and 
he spared to take of his own flocks, and of his own herd, 
to dress for the wayfkring man that was come unto him, 
but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the 
man that was come to him. 

And David's anger was greatly kindled against tlic 
man, and he said to Nathan, As the Lord liveth, the 
man that hath done this thing, shall surely die. 

And he shall restore the lamb four-fold, because he 
dkl this thing, and because he had no pity. 

And Nathan said to David, TIkmi art the man. 

Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee 
king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of 
Saul : and I gave thee thy master's house, and I gave 
Ikee the house of Israel, and of Judah : and if that had 
been too little, I would moreover' have given unto thee 
such and such things;^ 

Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of 
the Lord, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah 
the Hittite with the«word, and hast taken his wife to 
be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the 
children of Ammon. 

Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine 
bouse ; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil unto 
thee out of thine house, for thou didst it secretly, but 
} will do this thing before Israel, and before the sun. 

And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against 
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the Lord. And Nathan said unto Darid, the LoR» 
tiso hath put away thy sin ; thou shalt not die. 

Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, th4 
child also that is born UQto thee shall surely die* 

AKNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is shocking to read, that David, who was so well 
acquainted with his duty, should commit such enormous 
crimes. The sin of taking another man's wife, which is 
ci^ed adultery, was forbidden under the Jewish law on 
pain of death ; yet David was not only guilty of it, but- 
added treachery and murder to it! It is needless to en« 
large on the nature of his offences, for our owii reason 
tells us that they were very great* Nothing can be said 
in excuse for David ; and it is to be feared, that pros- 
P^^ had made him less attentive to the performance of 
kis religious exercises, or they would have kept his 
Baind from desiring what God's law forbad kim to co« 
vet: as his crime was of a most hempus nature, th«« 
^RD sent Nathan to bring him to public confession. 
Nathan executed his commission with bo much judg- 
nient and address, that the king, without knowing it, 
pronounced sentence on himself. Did he deserve to 
die who had taken his neighbour's lamb ? How much 
^ore he who had taken his neighbour's wife, and 
^used him to be slain ; who had abused God's boun- 
tyi and despised the conimandment of the Lord. 

David did not offer to extenuate his guilt, but, stung 
^ith shame, and oppressed with a dread of the Divine 
vengeance, so justly due, he acknowledged his sin; and. 
t^e Lord, knowing that his penitence was sincere, to 
save him from despair, permitted Nathan to assure him, 
that he would spare his life^ and tav$ him from eternal 
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death ; hot the hon»«r of God requiretl that some ex- 
emplary ptmishnient shtvuld fall en such a siuner ; lest 
blaspbemeus men should say, Mf Leuz> was partial in 
his dealings^ and a respeoler of persons : and we nhM 
find, that all the evils, which Nathan foretold, feU upon 
David afterwards. 

As soon as the king found that his giiilt was known to 
the world, he resolved to de all in his power to wipe off 
the reproach he had brought on that holy religion, which 
he had taken such pains to propagate ; and make all po9« 
fible reparation for his offence, botii to Gon and man. 
Could the bipod o£ thoiuMimla of burnt ssH^rificQa kav# 
washed away the i tkin of guilt from his polluted i»in4, 
gladly would he have c^ered them ; but for such crua^ev 
the only sacrifice that could be acceptable to the Lord 
wasy repentance and public humiliatioii ; David tbve* 
fore resolved to make* a public confl^^tt beibfe bia 
people, and for this purpose be composed tbe loltowinf 
paalmy commandkig it to b« s^g m tbe inberntcki^ ia 
ibe preioice of the coBgregatioo* himaelf uttendiv^t 
md proitrale before the throne of mercy ^. 

Have mtrcf ttpon wf, O God, according .to T7ty foV" 
wg kintbttss, according wtto the mitUitrtdc of Thy tender 
merciei blot o\it my transgressions* 

Wash me thoroughly from mhie hiiqmty^ and cleanse 
me from my sin. 

For I acknoxvledge my transgressions : and my sin is 
ever before me. 

Against TheCy Thee only^ hwce I sinned, tend done this 
tvit m Thy sigkt : that Thou might est he jtistffitd when 
Thou speakest, ttnd be char when Thou Judgest, 

Behold, I was shapen in inifitity: and in sin did my 
mother e&nceive me. 

♦Dclajiy'slafeof©*vi<f. f Psalm li. 

Behold, 



Bekoidf Thmi desirest truth in the inward parts ; an4 
in the hidden part Thou shalt make me to know whdom. ■, 

Purge me with hi^sop, and I shall be clean : wash me^ 
md I shall be whiter than snow. 

Make me to hear joy and gladness : that the fione^ 
mhkh Thou hast broken mai^ rejmce* 

Bide Thy face from my sins : and Hot out all mine 
vufuitie9. 

Create in me a clean heart ,0 God.; and renew a rigkt 
sj^rit within me. 

Cast me not cnoay friyrn Thy presence : and take noti 
Thy Holy Spirit from mch 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; and uphold 
me with Thy free Spirit, 

Then will I teach transgressors Thy ^a: ays, and sinners 
shall be converted unto Thee* 

Deliver me from bloods guiltiness , God, Thou Go]> 
•f my salvation •*. and my tongue shall sing aloud of Thy 
righteousness, 

Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall shevt 
forth Thy praise, , 

For Thou desirest not sacrifice, else would I give ii i 
Thou delight est not in bumt-offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise. 

Do good in Thy good pleasure unto Zion ;. build Tkam- 
the walls of Jerusalem- 

Then shalt Thou be pleased "aith the sacrifices of righU- 
ousness^ with burnt- of ering, and whole burnt'^ering ;s 
then shdl they offer bullocks upon Thine altar, s . 

Let us suppose that weliefalold the greatest moBarch 
upon earth thus humhled for his tins beAure GoD> coil* 
^maf^ bis crime with contritioo aad confusioii of &ce|, 
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calling out for mercyy and imploring pardon in the pre- 
sence of his meanest subjects; and we cannot but feel the 
greatest abhorrence of guilt, which alone could reduce 
him to such a situation. Besides the displeasure of God^ 
and the reproach he had brought on religioui David was 
scorned by his enemies, and insulted by his inferiors ; 
surely no one will be encouraged to imitate him in his 
TOmes ; for supposing that they could even be certain of 
practising the same degree of penitencCywhat pleasureon 
earth can be worth so dear a purchase ? But we shall be 
able to comprehend his accumulated distress better 
from his own words, than from any other description of it* 

* I am weary of my crying^ my throat U dried : mine 
eyes fail while I wait for my CrOD. 

God, Thou knowest my foolishness : and my sins 
are not hid from Thee* 

Let not them that wait on Thee^ Lord Gen of hosts, 
he ashamed for my sake : let not those that seek 2^hee$ 
he confounded for my sake, God of Israel, 

Because for Thy sake I have home reproach : shame 
hath covered my face. 

1 am become a stranger unto my brethren^ and an 
alien unto my mother's children. 

For the zeal of Thine house hath eaten me up : and the 
reproaches of them that reproached Thee^ are fallen upon 
Pie. 

When X wept^ and chastened my sout with fasting, that 
was to my reproach. 

I made sackcloth also my garment : and I became a 
proverb to them» 

They that sit in the gate ^ speak against me : and I was 
the song of the drunkards. 

But as for me, my prayer is unto Thee^ LoRi>» in an 

* Psalm Ixix. 
8 mcceptabtc 



! ( 59 ) 

MCceptable time : O God, in the multitude of Thy mercy 
hear me^ in the truth of Thy salvation. 

Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink ,* let me 
le delivered Jrom them that hate me, and out of the^deep 
maters* 

Let not the 'umter-Jlood overfhvo me, neither let the deep 
maUofiio me up, and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. 

Hear me, 0'LoKi^,Jbr thy loving kindness is good: 
turn unto me according to the multitude of Thy tender 
mercies. 

And hide not Thy Jace Jrom Thy servant, Jbr I am in 
trouble : hear me speedily. 

Drau) nigh unto my soul, and redeem it : deliver me 
leeause of mine enemies. 

Thou hast knoxvn my reproach and my shame, and my 
dishonour i mine adversaries are all before thee. 

Reproach hath broken my heart, and I amjullofheavi'- 
ness : and I looked for some to take pity, but there was 
'none ; and for comforters, but I found none* , 

SECTION XIV. 

DAVID*S CHILD IS STRUCK WITH SICKNESS. 
BIS SORROW ON THAT OCCASION, AND B£HAVIOUR 

WHEN HE DIETH. 

From 2 Sam. Chap. xii. 

And Nathan departed unto his house : and the LoR d 
■truck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and 
H was very sick. 

David therefore besought God for tlie child, and 
David fasted, and went in, and lay all night upon the 
earth. 

And the elders of his house arose, and went to hinj, 
to raise him up from the earth : but he would net, 
neither did he eat bread with them. 
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' And tt came to pass on the seventh day that the child 
died: and the servants of David feared to tell him that 
tlie child was dead : for they said, Behold^ while the 
child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would 
not hearken unto our voice : how will he then vex 
himself, if we tell him that the child is dead ? 

But when David saw that his servants whispered^* 
David perceived that the child was dead : therefore 
David said unto liis servants. Is the child dead ? And ' 
they said he is dead. 

Then David arose from the earth, and washed and 
anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and cam^ ' 
into the house of the Lord, and worshipped : then he 
came to his own house, aqd when he required, they set 
bread before him, and he did eat. 

Then said his servants unto him. What thing is this' 
that thou hast done ? thou didst fast and weep for the 
child while it was alive, but when the child was dead,^ 
thou didst rise and eat bread. 

And he said, While the child was yet alive, I £asted 
and wept : for I said» Who can tell whether God will be 
gracious to me, that the child may live ? but now he is 
dead, wherefore should I ^Etst ? can I bring him back 
again ? I shall go to him, but be shall not return to me. 

And David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and she 
bare a son, and called his name Solomon ; and the- 
I^RD loved him* 

AndhesentbythehandofNadiantheprc^heC; snd? 
Iie.;X^ed his name Jedidiah, because of the Lord. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It was very naUind Ibr David, in his peculiar situation^ 
tofeel the most pungent sorrow on account of the sickness 
•f bis child^ though it was so very young; for besuflbred 
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on this occasion, as a sinner, at well as a parent, but 
when it was dead, we find he ceased to grieve^ for he 
knew it was his duty to submit with patience and re- 
signation to the Divine will ; and to reconcile himself 
to the death of the child, since its sufferings were at aa 
eady and it waft no kmger an object of tender comraise- 
rttien. In this instaoce Da?id set an excellent ex- 
afifrie to all parexits, who meet with a sumlar affliction ; ' 
baC what soporlor cons^tioB may Chri^ns derive 
from the hope which the Gospd affords, that their be« 
lored infants, when taken fr<Hn them, are immediately 
rsciiifed by their merciful Saviour, and admitted to a 
siperiative degree of happiness in the regkxia of bliss 1 
If then pflreals wish to meet agam those whom they 
bave resigned with such heart-rending pangs, let thom 
Imve a more paticular regard to regulate their lives by 
the rules of the Gospel, imkaling little childrasi in sim- 
plidty, humility, and purity of heart, that they may 
hereafter with them, alw^ behold the face of their 
Bather whieh is in heaven *. 

How gractoua was the Lord, in sei^Ung Nathan with 
anessi^of conseiation, from which David derived ho^&k 
that hispenitence waa acceptable, and his prayer ^eard. 
% BOW resolred to bear all the temporal evik that had 
been threatened, with patience and resignation ; since 
God had not cast him out from his jtresentey nor takeH 
Us Hol^ Spirit Jrom him f • ^ In this particuiar, his beha- 
^up atfsrda aAoCher exemplary leffion to ChristiaBS* 

* Malt xvnu 

t Af Da^d's c^ime in respect ta Uriah is a great subject •£ de- 
tifflon to ScoFFBRS, I beg learc to refer my readers t© his Life, " 
written by Dr. Chaindler and Dr. Delany, for a satisfactory d2»eas- 
«M M* the &«l>j«ct«, as the natore «f ray plan vvill nol admit of my 
producing the arguments which are^veu by them in extenuation 
ofhugiiili^ . 
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SECTION XV. 

DAVID SUBDUES THK AMMONITES \ 

The Israelites contioued to ctny on the war with 
the Ammonites ; probably they had been intunidated 
by the death of Uriah and his brave followers, and had 
not proceeded* with so much vigour as before, and the 
enemy had made a more resolute resistance : at length, 
however, Joab made a breach in that part of the city 
where the reservoirs of water were, which reduced the 
Ammonites to the necessity of submitting ; Joab then 
exhorted king David to come and put 'a finishing hand 
to the siege himself. 

This was an expedition which came very seasonably 
to remove David's melancholy, to relieve his distress, 
and to blot out from the minds of his subjects the me- 
mory of his guilt in relation to Uriah, and also to revive 
his glory in arms. Kabbah was a royal and populous 
city, the metropolis of Arabia Felix, watered, and in 
some measure surrounded, by the river jabbok. It 
had its name from its grandeur, and w^ now in the 
height of its glory ; and we may suppose, that the taking 
of it brought a great accession of glory to David, as we 
are told it did of wealth. 

It is said that the toeigkt of the king of Rahhah's 
€r&am^ tvhich David took from his head^ toa^n talent of 
gpld\. But it was most likely the. va/ue of it with the 
precious stones instead of the toeight, a talent of gold 
iamounting to about 5000 L 

It appears that the king of Rabbah was deposed, and 
David crowned in his stead ; this king was Hanun, who 

> 
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had treated David's ambassadors with somuchindignitj!, 
and it is imagined that David mskde ^Shobi^ another son 
of Nahash, his viceroy at Rabbah ; for in a subsequent 
part of tills history it is said, that Shobi was in friend* 
iliip with Davidy and shewed him great kindness. 

David has been greatly censured finr his treatment of 
his prisoners in this defeat. It is said, that he brought 
tbeoii forth, and put them under saws, and under har- 
rows g[ iron ; and that he made them pass through the 
brick-kilns. It is certainly dreadful to read of such tor- 
tures ; but if they were actually inflicted, it could only 
have been by way of retaliation. The Israelites were 
ndsed up ^on purpose to be a scourge upon every vice 
and enormity in the* idolatrous nations ; and it was an 
invariable and fixed point of duty, to retort upon thos^ 
sinders every cruelty they had committed. But there is 
another way of explaining this text, which is, I think^ 
more satisfactory ; a learned * author assures us, that it 
may be translated, he hroughijbrth the inhabitants of it^ 
Mndfut them to the satOi to iron mines^ and to iron axes ; 
Mid transported them to the brick M/ns : that is, he re- 
dtided them to slavery, and put them to the most servile 
employments ; some to one kind of labour, some to ano- 
tber, by which means he brought them into entire sub« 
jection. It is certain that David did not destroy all the 
Ammenites ; because we read, that in the reigns o£ fu* 
tore kings of Israel, they were very numerous. 

After this memorable victory, David, with lus whole 
army, returned to Jerusalem. 

• Chandler'j Life of David. 
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SECTION XVI. 

AVaALOM KILLETH HIS BROTHER AMNOK. 

From 2 Sam. Chip. xiii> m. 

And Absalom David's son hated iiis brother Amsoa 
because he had done eril to his skter Tamsr. 

And it came to pass^ that Absalom had sheep-she^^is 
in Baal-hazor, which is be^e E^^miiin : and Abasdonr 
kmted all the kmg's sons. 

And Absalom cane to ^e ktngv and said, B^mM 
now thy senrant faa*h sheep-shearers, let the king, £ 
beseech thee, and his servants, go with thy servnii. 

And t(ie king ^aid to Absalom, Nay, my son, let us 
not aM now go, lest we be chargeable unto the^. And 
he pressed him : howbeit he would not go, but blessed^ 
bint. 

Then said Absalom', If not, I pray thee, let my Into* 
ther AnM^on go with us. And the king said untA ImtH 
Why should he go with thee ? but Absalom pressed 
htm, thi^ he let Amnoa and all the king's sons gewith. 
htm. 

Kow Absalom had commanded h'm servants, aayiiig^) 
Marie ye now when Amnon's heart is merry with wiae^ 
and when I say unto you, Smite Amnon, then kiUhitt, 
iear not; hare I not comma»aded you ? be cours^peous, 
and be valiant. 

And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as 
Absalom had commanded : then all tie king's sons arose 
and every man gat him op upon his* mule, and fled. 

And it came to pass while they were in the way, that> 
tidings came to David, saying, Absalom hath slain aU 
the" king's sons, and there is not one of them left. 

Then 
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Then the king arose and tare hk garments^ and lay 
«B the earth ; and all his servants stood bj with their 
clothes rent. , 

And Jonadab the son of Shicneah, David's brotheri 
aaswered and said, let not my lord suppose that they 
have slain all the young men the king's sons ; for Am- 
aon only is dead : for by the appointment of Absalom 
bath this been determined. 

Now therefore let not my lord the king take tha 
thing to his heart, to think that all the king's sons are 
dead : itgr AnuHHi only is dead. 

But Absalom fled. And the young man that kept 
the watch, lift up his eyei, and looked, and behold, 
there came oH^ch people by ^e way (tf the hillH»ide h%^ 
bind bin. 

Aofd Jonadab said ualo tte kiag, Behold, the kiag'a 
ions come : as thy servant said so it is. 

'And it etsBsm to past a» soon as he had made aa end 
af speakiagy that bdiold, the king's scms came, and lift 
up their voice and wept ; and the* king also, and all hia 
learvanliy wept very aore. 

But Absalom fled and went to Tahniu, the 6e» oS 
Amm^id, king of Greshur : and David otourned for his 
%m every day. 

80 Absalom fled, and went to Geshur^ and was ther^ 
three 3rears. 

And the soul of king David longed to go forth unto 
Absalom : for he was comforted concerning Amnoi^ 
seekftg he was dead. 

Now Joab the son of Zeruidi perceived that the 
kiag's heart was toward Absalom. 

And he entreated the king. And the king sard unto 
Jsab, Go and bring the young man Absalom again. 

And Jofdb ML to tho grouAd dn his face, and bowed 

•himself^ 
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himsdf, aod thanked the king: and Joah said. To-day 
thy servant knoweth that I liave found grace in thy 
sights ray lord, O king, in that the king hath fulfilled 
the request of his servant. 

So Joab arose and went to Geshur^ and brought Ab- 
Balom to Jerusaleai. 

And the king said. Let him turn to his own house, 
and let him not see my face. So Absalom returned to 
his own house, and saw not the king's face. 

But in all Israel there was none to be so much praised 
as Absalom for his beauty: from ^he sole of his foot even 
to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him. 

And when he polled his head, (fpr it was at every 
year's end that he polled it : because the hair was heavy 
en him, therefore he polled it :) he weighed the haic 
of his head at two hundred shekels, after the king's 
weight. 

And unto Absalom there were bom three sons^ and 
one daughter, whose name was Tamar : she was a wo* 
man of a fair countenance. 

So Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, and 
saw not the king's foc«. 

Therefore Absalom sent for Joab, to have sent him 
to the king ; but he would not come to him ; and when 
he sent again the second time, he would not come. 

Therefore he said unto his servants, See, Joab's field 
is near mine, and he hath barley there ; go, and set it 
on fire. And Absalom's servants set the field on fire. 
Then Joab arose and came to Absalom unto his house, 
and said unto him. Wherefore have thy servants set my 
field on fire?. 

And Absalom answered Joab, Behold, Isent unto thee 
saying, Come hither that I may send thee to the king, 
to say, wherefore am I come from Geshur I it had been 

good 
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good for me to have been there still ; now therefore let 
me see the king's face; and if there be any iniquity in 
me^ let him kill me. 

So Joab came to the king, and told him. And when 
he had called for Absalom, he came to the king, and 
bowed himself on his face, to the ground before the 
king. And the king kissed Absalom. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The prophecy of Nathan now began to be fulfilled 
jupon David before his eyes : the sword was brought into 
bis house, and not likely to depart from it. The sacred 
historian most pathetically describes David's distress on 
this afflicting occasion^ by which he was deprived of two 
of his sons ; for one was killed by the unnatural and 
barbarous command of his brother, and the murderer 
was obliged to flee away, in order to secure himself from 
public justice* ' 

It app^rs from Absalom's subsequent conducty that 
he was actuated to the cruel deed, partly by resent- 
ment, and partly by ambition, for he aspired to the 
crown ; and when Amnon was removed, he was the 
eldest son ; it was supposed that Chileab was deadi as 
BO mention is made of him. 

Absalom was the son of Maachah, daughter of Tal« 
mai, king of Geshur. How it came to pass that David 
m^e an alliance with a foreign princess, we are not in- 
foraied ; but it is supposed, that she was a proselyte to 
the Jewish religion. Had David observed the command 
of God given by Moses, that the king should not multiply 
"mes to himself, he, would, in all probability, have 
escaped a variety^of sins, and consequently many mis- 
fortunes ; but in those days it was the custom to have a 
great many wives ; and as David bad no more than was 

usualp 
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^sualy we may suppose he did not think he was wroBg 
in this particular. 

Joab (either ftom affection, or to make his court to 
the king) invented an ingenious artifice in order to have 
Absalom recalled* ; the thing was managed with great 
ingenuity and address, and without doubt David wai- 
greatly pleased with it; but much as he longed to see 
Absalom, he restrained his wishes, lest he should be 
thought to countenance his sin. 

Absalom, we find, was remarkable for hia beauty and 
insinuating discourse ; he made use of these advantages 
to gain popularity; and perhaps persuadied the people 
to think that he was fully justified in killing Amnon, 
^uid that his father was too rigid in banishing him bii 
presence on that account, 

. Though Joab had taken such pains to prevail on 
David to suffer Absalom to come back to Jerusalem, he 
had too much policy to be very urgent for his return to 
court, because it was likely, that his own interest and 
influence might be lessened by it. 

It was very mortifying to a vain young man to be 
detained in obscurity ; therefore, when Absalom found 
bis messages were neglected, he determined to shew his 
resentment: what David felt when he saw Absalom, is 
easier to imagine than describe. 

SECTION XVII. 

ABSALOM EORMETH A COXSPIUACY, AND j»£LUDKTH 

THE PEOPLE. 

From 2 Sam, Chap, xv. 

And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared 
him chariots, and horses, and fifty men to run before bini* 

* See 2 Sam. Chap, xir. 

And 



J 



( 69 ) 

And Absalom rose up early, and stood beside the 
way of the gate : a^d it vras so, ^at when any man that 
bad a controversy came to the king for judgment, then 
Absalom called unto Inm, and said, Of what city art 
thoQ ? And he said, Thy servant is one of the tribes 
of Israel. 

And Absalom said unto htm. See thy matters are 
good and right, but there is no man deputed of the 
king to hear thee. 

Absalom said moreover. Oh that I were made judge in 
the land, that every man which hath any suit or cause, 
might come unto me, and I would do him justice. 

And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him 
to do him obeisance, to put forth his hand, and took 
him and kissed him. 

And on this manner did Absalom to all Israel that 
came to the king for judgment : so Absalom stole the 
hearts of the men of Israel, 

And it came to pass that Absalom said unto the 
king, I pray thee let me go and pay my vow, which I 
have vowed unto the Lord, in Hebron. 

For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshut 
iu Syria, saying, If the Lor d shall bring me again, 
indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve the Lord. 

And the king said unto him. Go in peace. So he 
•rose and went to Hebron. 

But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes of 
fcrael/ saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of the trum- 
pet, then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron. 

And with Absalom went two hundred men out of 
Jerusalem, that were called, and they went in their 
Ktnplicity, and they knew not any thing. 

And Absalom sent for Ahithopel the Gilonite, Da- 
vid's counsellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while he 

offered 
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^fibred sacrifices ; and the conspiracy was strong ; for 
the- people increased continually with Absalom. 

And there came a messenger to David, saying. The 
hearts, of the men of Israel are after Absalom. 

And David said unto aU his servants that were with 
him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee; for we shall 
not else escape from Absalom : make speed to depart, 
lest he overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, 
and smite the city with the edge of the sword. 

And the king's servants said unto the king. Behold, 
thy servants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the 
king shall appoint. 

And the king went forth, and all hb houshold afler 
him : and the king left ten women to keep the house* 

And the king went forth, and all the people after 
him, and tarried in a place that was far o£P. 

And all his servants passed on beside him : and all 
the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all the Git- 
tites, six hundred men which came after him from Gath 
passed on before the king. 

Then said the king to Ittai the Gittite, Wherefore 
goest thou also with us ? return to thy place and abide 
with the king : for thou art a stranger, and also an exile. 
Whereas thou earnest but yesterday, should I this day 
make thee [to go up and down with us ? seeing I go 
whither I may, return thou, and take back thy brethren: 
mercy and truth be with thee. 

And ittai answered the king, and said. As the Lord 
liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, 
-whether in death or life, even there also will thy ser- 
vant be. 

And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over. And 
Ittai tlie Gittite passed over and all his men, and alHbe 
little ones that were with him. 

And 
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And all the country wept with a loud Toice, and idl 
the people passed over : the king also himself passed 
over the brook Kidrooi and all the people passed over, 
toward the way of the wilderness* 

And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites were with 
him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God, and they 
set down the ark of God : and Abiathar went up, until 
all the people had done passing out of the city. 

And the king said unto Zadok, Carry back the ark 
of God into the city; if I shall find favour in the eyes 
of the Lord, he will bring me again, and shew me both 
it, and his habitation. 

But if he thus say, I have no delight in thee : he- 
boid,, here am I, let him do unto me as seemetb good 
unto him. 

The king said also unto Zadok, the priest. Art not 
thou a seer ? return into the city in peace, and thy two 
sons with you, Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son 
of Abiathar. 

See I will tarry in the plain of the wilderness, until 
there come word from you to certify me. 

Zadok, therefore, and Abiathar carried the arkttf 
God again to Jerusalem : and they tarried tliere. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is reasonable to think, that David, as his sons grew 
up, gave each of them some patrimony ; and perhaps 
Absalom's mightbe increased by presents from his grand- 
father, the king of Geshur • It seems he was determined 
to make a figure, and to have an equipage suitable to 
the king's eldest son ; he had learnt how the princes of 
other nations were attended, and resolved to multiplif 
horses to himself^ instead of riding on a mule like hit 
&ther. David's tenderne$s prevented his taking any 
measures to repress the pride of Absalomi or correct 

his 
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hk Mlyy and tbe next step af th» ungracious soo was 
to steal the hearts of the people. Nothing is easier, 
than for an artful person to prejudice the idle and ig-* 
norant part of a nation against its governorsy for people 
are too apt to impute all tbe evils which are natiurally 
attendant on the lover stations of life, to the oppres* 
sion and injustice of those who have the administration 
of public affairs ; and to think the king, in particular, 
accountable for every thing they suffer. It does not 
appear that David was at all remiss or negligent in state 
af&irs ; on the contrary, he determined all great causes 
himself, and had appointed men of abilities and int^rity 
to decide others : those persons therefore who listened 
to the wicked insiBuations of his son^ were very un- 
grateful, 

David was struck with the utmost consternation, 
when he heard that Absalom had actually raised a con* 
spiracy against him ; and we may imagine, from his 
behaviour on this occasion, that tbe remembrance of 
his sin in respect to Uriah rushed full on his mind, and 
the threatening denounced by Nathan, that evil should 
rise up against him out of his otvn house : he therefore 
called no council, but, like a true penit^st, humbly sub- 
mitted to the dispensation of the Almighty. He had 
Bucti a preference for Jerusalem on account of the Ar^ 
that he could not bear to make that holy city a scene 
ef blood, but resolved on an hasty flight, lest Absalon 
should come upon it suddenly^ 

Notwithstanding Absalom had drawn away so ni^y, 
David had still some faithful friends left, who were 
determined to siq)port him in every extremity. 

It* is supposed that the Philistines, having heard of 
Absalom's rebellion,had rosolvedto take that opportunity 

* 'DeUuy'$ life of Dkvid. 
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if freeing themselves from their subjection to IsMtel ; 
And for that purpose had driven out all those who fa- 
voured David's government, amongst whom was Ittai 
ind his followers, whose arrival was very providential 
for David at this juncture ; though they were by birth 
I^ilistines of Gath, it is imagined they were proselytes 
to the true religion. 

David would not presume to have the Ark caWied 
biefore him, when he was sensible he Was suffering the 
chastisement of the Lord ; for this re^on he sent back 
the priests, afler haviilg settle! the means of carrying 
on a correspondence with them. 

No wonder that the people wept at such an affecting 
^tight, for the bare relation of it must raise painful emo* 
tions in the mind of every reader. Let us suppose that 
We behold a king, venerable for his years and victories, 
renowned for wisdom and piety, and honoured as a 
prophet of the Lord, reduced to such distress, that he 
was forced to flee from the city which he had built and 
fortified, to seek shelter in a desert^ whilst a whole 
country loudly lamented his fate 1 

SECTION XVIIL 

t»AVID ASCEKDETH MOUNT OLIVET — AHITHOPHSi; 
jrOINETH WITH ABSALOM— HUSH AI YOLLOWXTU 
DAVID* 

Ftom 2 Sam^ Chap, xr. 

And David went Up by the ascent of mount Olivet, 
tod wept 39 he went up, and had his head covered, and 
he went barefoot : and all the people that was with him, 
covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping 
as they went up. 

And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among 
the conspirators with AbsaJom. And David said, O 

V0L.UI. £ LORH^ 



( 74 ) 

XoRd, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into 
foolishness. 

And it came to pass, that when David was come to 
the top of the mount, where he worshipped God, be- 
hold, Hushai the Archite came to meet him, with his 
coat lent, and earth upon his head : Unto whom David 
said, If thou passest on with me, then thou shalt be a 
burden unto me. 

But if thou return to the city, 3nd say unto Absalom, 
I will be thy servant, O king ; as P have been thy fa- 
ther's servant hitherto, so will I now also be thy servant : 
then may est thou for me defeat the counsel of Ahi- 
thophel. 

And hast thou not there with thee Zadok and Abia- 
thar the priests ? therefore it shall be, that what thing 
soever thou s}ialt hear oat of the king's house, thou shalt 
tell it to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. Behold they 
have there with them their two sons, Ahimaaz Zadok's 
son, and Jonathan Abiathar*s son : and by them ye shall 
send unto me every thing that ye can hear. 

So Hushai David's friend came into the city, and 
Absalom came to Jerusalem. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The noble ardour of mind for which David used to be 
remarkable was extinguished by sorrow ; the bitterest 
arrows of affliction pierced his very soul ; for what can 
equal the severe pangs which a tender parent feels for 
a child's ingratitude ? Fears to which he had hitherto 
been a stranger, tore his distracted mind. 

He did not however lose his hope and confidence in 
God, which were able to sustain him in the midst of 
these heavy distresses^ as we may judge from the fol* 

lowin|^ 
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lowing words, uttered it is supposed when he ascended < 
uount Olivet, or the mount of 01 ives, .which was about 
a mile distant from Jerusalem*. 

Lord, how are ihcy increased that trouble met mmy 
ire they that rise up against me, - . 

Matty there be which say of my soul, There is no help 
for him in God. 

But thouy O Lord, art* a shield for me ; my glory ^ and 
the lifter up of mine head. 

I cried unto the hoiiBviith my voice , and lie heard 
me out of his holy hill, 

I laid me doun and slept ; I awaked, for the Lord 
sustained me. 

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people that 
have set themselves against me round about. 

Arise, Lord, save me, my God ; for thou hast 
smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone : Thou hast 
broken the teeth of the ungodly* 

Hear my prayer, 01LoviV,give ear to my supplications*' 
in Thy faithfulness answer me, and in Thy righteousness. 

And enter not into judgment with Thy servant : for in 
Thy sight shall no man living be Justified. 

For the enetny hath persecuted my soul, he hath smitten 
my life down to the ground : he hath made me to dwell ii^ 
darkness, as those that have been long dead. 

Therefore is my spirit otencheltned within me : my 
heart within me is desolate. 

I remember the days of old, I meditate on all Thy 
isorks: I muse on the work of Thy hands. 

I stretch forth my hands unto Thee: mysoulthirstetl^ 
tfter Thee, as a thirsty land. 

Hear me speedily, Lord, my spirit faileth : hide not 

* Psalms iii. an4 cxliii. ^ 
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f)f destruction: bloody and deteitful men ahnll not Ike out 
half their days, but I will trust in Tliee. 

The arrival of Hushai, David's friend, at this critical 
juncture, must be considered' as an instance ef God*5 
goodness : Hushai was an able counsellor, but no war- 
rior ; therefore, the only way in which he could be ser- 
viceable to David was, by defeating the counsel of 
Ahithophel, which was the most likelymeans of pre- 
venting the evils of a civil war, of preserving the life of 
David, and of keeping Absalom from proceeding to 
further extremities. 



SECTION XIX. 

ZIBA BY DBCBIT OBTAINET^ THE INHERITANCE OF 
HIS MASTER — SHIMEI CUR8ETH DAVID. 

Frcm 2 Sam. Chap. xvi. 

And when David was a little past the top of the hill, 
behold Ziba the servant of M ephibosheth met him with 
a couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred 
loaves of bread, and an hundred bunches of raisins, 
and an hundred of summer fruits, and a bottle of wine. 

And the king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou by 
these ? And Ziba said. The ^sses be for the king's house- 
hold to ride on, and the bread and summer fruit for the 
young men to eat, and the wine, that such as be faint 
in the wilderness may drink. 

And the king said, And where is thy master's son ? 
And Ziba said to the king. Behold, he abideth at Jeru- 
salem; for he said, To-day shall the hoiise of Israel re- 
store me the kingdom of my father. 

Then said the king to Ziba^ behold, thine are all that 
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pertained unto Mf?phibosheth. And Zibasaid, I humbl/" 
beseech thee that I may find grace in thy sight, my 
lord, king. 

And when king David came to Bahurim, behold 
thence came out a man of the family of the house of 
Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera; he 
came forth, and cursed still as he came. 

And he cast stones at David, and at all the servants 
of king David : and all the people, and all the mighty 
men were on his right hand, and on his left. 

And thus said Shimei, when he cursed. Come out, 
come out, thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial : 
The Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of 
the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned, 
and the Lord hath delivered the kingdom into the 
hand of Absalom thy son : and behold thou art taken 
in thy mischief, because thou art a bloody man. 

Then said Abishai the son of Zeruiali unto the king, 
Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king ? let 
me go over, I pray thee, and take off hijs head. 

And the king said. What have 1 to do with you, ye 
sons of Z'eruiah ? so let him curse, because the Lord 
hath said unto him. Curse David. Who shall then say. 
Wherefore hast thou done so ? And David said to 
Abishai, and to all his servants. Behold, my son, which 
came forth of my bowels, seekeUi my life : how much 
more now may this Benjamite do it ? let him , alone, 
and let him curse: for the Lord hath bidden him. 

It may be that the Lord will look on mine affliction, 
and that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing 
this day. 

And ias David and his men went by the way, Shimei 
went along on the hill side over against him, and cursed 
as be went, and threw stones at him, and cast dust. 

E. 4- And' 
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And the king eind all the people that were with him 
*^Game weary, and refreshed themselves there. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

The refreshment which Ziba brought was very sea* 
sonable ; for having fled with so much precipitation, it 
is likely David was but scantily supplied with provi- 
sions : he supposed it to be a present from Mephibo- 
^sbeth ; but Ziba insinuated, that far from employing his 
thoughts about the king, Mephibosheth was contriving 
to bring about a revolution in his own favour. David's 
mind was so exceedingly hurt by his present distress^ 
that he too readily gave ear to Ziba. If his own son 
was capable of acting so unnatural a part towards him, 
it was not at all incredible, that one of Saul's race 
•hould follow his example. In this instance, David 
certainly acted wrong, for he should have inquired 
into the truth before he transferred Mephibo^eth's 
estate to one who might be su^ected to have slimdered 
him for his own interest : but let us not too severely 
censure David, till we have been in such a trying situ* 
ation ourselves ; and in the meanwhile let us be in- 
structed -by his fault, to turn a deaf ear to the voice of 
flattery and defamation,- and to condemn ho one till 
we are sure that he deserves it. 

Shimei's curses proceeded from the rancour of bis 
own wicked heart, and we must not suppose that they 
•were inspired of GoD» The meaning of David's ex- 
pressions, let him curse. Jar the Lord hath biddeH^ S^c* 
seems to be that Shimei's reproaches reminding David 
of his blood-guiltiness in respect to Uriaby he regarded 
him as an instrument of punishment from the Loan^ 
because God certainly could have stopped his wicked 
tongue, and restrained bis insults; neither would Ski- 
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fliei haire had mi opportunity of ifeatiog David in that 
opprobrious manner^ if he had not been reduced to audi 
an abject state, which he justly considered as the chas- 
tisement of the Lor u : because, if he had not commit* 
ted suchainsy he would have been secure on his throne^ 
and happy in his family • 

It is probable that Shimei's curses produced the fol- 
lowing petition to God *• 

Unto thee, O Loes, do I lift up my sotd. 

my GoD^ 1 trust in Thee, let me not be ashamed: let 
not mine enemies triumph over me. 

Yea, let none that xvait on Thee be ashamed i let them . 
be ashamed which transgress txdthout cause. 

Shew me Thy trnys, O Lord ; teach me Thy paths* 

Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me: for Thou art the 
God of my salvation, on Thee do I wait all the day. 

Remember, O Lord, Thy tender mercies, and Thy 
hwng'Mndnesses : for they have been eoer qfM. 

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgres* 
sions: according to Thy ^nercy remember Thou me, for 
Thy goodness sake, O Lord. 

Good <md upright is the Lord : therefore xmtt He teach 
nmters in Ihe^oay. 

The meek will He g^ide in judgment : and the meek 
mU He teach His way. 

4il4h€ paths ^ the Lord 4ire mercy and truth unto 
such as hf^p Hi^jcovenant and testimonies. 

FarThynameU sake, O hojiDfpardon mine iniquity : 
for it fs greai. 

What man is h^ thatfoareth the Lord : him shall He 
kiifib miie .imytM He shaU choose. 

%S Hisi 
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His soul shall dwell at ease ; and his seed shall inhe* 
rit the earth. 

The secret of the hoKV) is toith them that fear Him: 
and He mil shew them His /covenant. 

Mine eyes are ever towards the Loh d : for He shaU 
pluck my fret out of the net. 

Turn Thee unto we, and have mercy upon me : for I 
am desolate and afflicted. 

The troubles of my heart are enlarged : bring Thou 
we out of my distresses. 

Look upon mine affliction, and my pain^ and forgive 
all my sins. 

Consider mine enemies, for they are many, and they 
hate me with cruel hatred, 

keep, my soul and deliver me : let me not be ashamed, 
for I put my trust in Thee. 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me: for I wait 
on Thee, 

fledeem Israel, God, out of all his troubles. 

SECTION XX. 

AHITROPBEL^S COUNSEL DEFEATED BY HUSHAI — 
AMABA MADE GENEIiAL IN THE ROOM. OF JQAB. 

From 2 Sam. Chap, xvi. 

And Absalom, and' all the people the men of Israel, 
came to Jerusalem, and Abithophel with hini. 

And it came to pass when Hushai the Archite, Da- 
vid's friend, was come unto Absalom, that Hushai said 
unto Absalom, God save the king, God save the king. 

And Absalom said to Hushai, Is this thy kindness to 
thy friend? why wentest thou not with thy friend? And 
Hushai said unto Absalom, Nay, but whom the Lord 

and 
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tnd this people, and all the men of htkel cjibos^, his> 
will I be, and with him will I abide. 

And again, Whom should I serve ? should I not serve 
in the presence of his son ? as I have served in thy 
father's presence, so will I be in thy presence. 

I'hen said Absalom to Ahithophel, Give coiins^ 
among you what we shall do. 

And tlie counsel of Ahithophel which he counselled 
in those days, was as if a man had enquired at the oracla 
ef God : so was all the counsel of Ahithophel, both 
David and with Absalom. 

And Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now 
choose out twelve thousand men, and I will arise and 
pursue after David this night. . 

And I will come upon him' while he is weary and 
weak-handed, and will make him afraid : and aU the 
people that are with him shall flee, and I will smite the 
king only. 

And I will bring back all the people unto thee : the 
man whom thou seekest is as if all returned : so all th^ 

people shall be in peace. 

And the saying pleased Absalom- well, and all the 
elders of Israel. 

Then; said* Absalom, Call now Hushai the Archite 
alsoj and let us hear Ukewise what he saith. , 

And when Hushai was come to Absalom, Absalom^ 
^ake unto him^ saying, Ahithophel hath spoken after 
this manner :. shall we do after his saying ?. if not, speak, 
thou. 

And Hushai said unto Absalom^ the counseLthat 
Ahithophel hath given, is not good at this time.^ 

lor ;aaid Hushai) tliou knowest thy father and his 
men, that they be mighty men, and they be chafed in 
their mindsy as a bear robbed of lier whelps in the. field i 

£.6 audi 
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ami Af Mktt it a nan of war, and iriUn^ lodge with 
the people. 

Behold, he is Mi now in soaie pit, er in some other 
f(lace: and it wiH ccme to pass, when some of them be 
overthrown at the first, Uiat whosoever heareth it will 
say. There is slaughter among the people that follow 
Absalom. 

And he also that is vidiant, whose heart is as the 
keart of a lion, shall utterlj^meit: for all Israel know, 
eth that thy fodier is a mighty man, mid they which be 
with him are valiant men. 

Therefore I counsel, tliat all Israel be ^^mendly ga« 
ihered unto thee, from Dan even to Beer-<sheba, as the 
f«id that is by the sea for roukitude, and that thou^go 
to battle m thtee own person. 

So sh^ we come upon bisi in some place where be 
shaU be found, and we wiU light upon him as the dew 
falletfa on the ground: and of him, and of all the men 
tiiat we with him, there shall not be left so much as 
woe. 

Moreover, if he begotten into a city, then shall 9il 
lirad bring ropes to that^ city, and we wiU draw it into 
the river, until there be not one small stone found there. 

And Absalom and all the men of Israel said. The 
counsel of Hushai the Archite is better than the coon- 
teA of Abilhoj^iel ; for the Lord had appointed to de. 
ieat the good counsd of Ahithophel, to the intent that 
the Lord might bring evil upon Absalom. 

Then said Hushai unto Zadok and to Abiathar the 
priests, Thus and thui did Ahithophel counsel Absalom 
and the eldest of Israel : and thus and thus have I 
counselled. . 

l^ow therefore send quickly, and tell David, saying;,^ 
Lodge not this night in the ^ains 4ii Ihe witdemess, 

liut 
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but speedHy pass over : lest die king be mtPdUowti iip» 

and all the people that are with him. 

Now Jonathaii an4 A.hinaaag «taid by En-Rogel (for 
thej might not be seen to come into the city.) And a 
wench went and told diem I and they went and told 
king David. 

Neverthelensy a lad saw diem, and 4old Absalom : but 
they went both of them away quickly, and came to a 
man's house in Bahurim, w^ch had a wdl in bis courts 
whither they went down. 

And the woman took and spread a covering over 4b% 
weti's mouthy and spread ground com ^eeeoa: aad 
&ke dung was not known. 

And when AbsiE^o«n's servimts came to the wob^b to 
lihe house, they said, Where is Ahimaaz and Jonathan f 
and die woman said unto them, 1 hey be gone ever ihe 
brook of water. And when they had sought and^oouiA 
not find them, they returned to Jerusc^em. 

And it came to pass afler they were departed, diat 
they came up out of the well, and went and told king 
David, and said unto David, Arise and pass quickly 
over the water : £}r thus hath Ahkhophel ^ounseflod 
s^inst yeu. 

Then David arose, and all die people that were with 
bim, and they passed over Jordan : by the morning 
light there lacked not one of them that was not g^se 
over Jordan. 

And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not 
firiiowed, he saddled hb ass^ and arose, and gat him home 
to his house, to his city, and put-his houshold in order^ 
and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the 
aepulchre of his father. 

Then David came to Mahanaim: and Absalom passed 
iyver Jordan^ he and all the men of Israel with him. 

3 And 
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. And Absalom made Amassa captain of the host in-^' 
stead of Joab. 
So ^srael and Absalom pitched in the land of Gilead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Darid iniagined that Absalom would make haste to 
Jerusalem, and so it proved : it seems, he arrived there 
a considerable time before the king and his followers 
reached the banks of the river Jordan ; tor when Hushai 
came to the city, he found Absalom in quiet possession, 
and just going to call a council. Absalom supposing 
Hushai to be inviolably attaclved to David, was amazed 
at being accosted by him ; but on Hushai's assuring 
him that whom the Loru and all the men of Israel 
should GhoQse^ his luould he ber he immediately resolved 
to repose entire confidence in him. 

Hushai in this instance was not sincere ; but we must 
consider, that he had no other possible way of defeating 
the' counsels of Ahithophel ; and if a departure from 
truth can in any instance be justified, surely it is in such 
a case as this, where it was evidently practised to jpr&oent 
B man from murdering his Father and his King, 
' The advice which Ahithophel gave, though exceed- 
ingly wicked, was very likely to succeed in getting the 
king into Absalom's power ; but in mercy to .David, the 
Lord ordained that Hushai's counsel should prevail. 
*The object Hushai seems to have had in view was, to 
gain* time, in order to concert proper measures for pre- 
renting bloodshed, and restoring the peace of the na- 
tion. 

When David, in consequence of HuL.hai's advice, had 
'passed the river Jordan, he is supposed to have com-!' 
j)QSed the following P.salm * : , 

•- PsaJm Ixxu > 

In 
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in iheci, Lord, do I put my trust, let me never be 
put to confusion. 

Deliver me in Thy righteousness, and came me to 
escape; inclhie Thine ear unto me, and sate me. 

Be thou my strong habitation, whereunto I may con- 
tinually resort .• Thou hast given commandment to save 
me, for Thou art my rock and my fortress. 

Deliver me, my Go li, out of the hand of the unrigk^ 
teous and cruel man. 

For thou art my hope^ Lord God : Thou art my 
trust from my youth 

I am as a wonder unto many ; hut Thou art my strong 
refuge. 

Let my mouth he filed with Thy praise, and with Tky 
honour all the day. 

Cast me not of in the time of old age, forsake me not 
when my strength faileth. 

For my enemies speak against me; and they that lay 
wait for my soul, take council together^ 

Saying, God hath forsaken him : persecute and take 
him, for there is none to deliver him. 

God, be not far from me : my God, make ha$tt 
for my help. 

But I will hope continually, and will yet praise Thee 
more and more. 

My mouth shall shew forth Thy righteousness^ and Thy 
ialvation all the day : for J know not the numbers thereof 

1 will go in the strength of the Lord God: I "WiU 
make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only. : 

God, Thou hast taught me from my youth: ajsd 
hitherto have I declared Thy wondrous works* 

Now also when I am old and grey-headed, God, j^r- 
sake me not; until T have shewed Thy strength unto his 
ienerutionf und Thy povier io etery oUe that is to come. 

Thy 
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done great things : Gop, who is like unto thee ? 

,Thou which hast shewed me great and sore troubles ^ 
shall quicken me again, and shalt brmg me up again frgm 
the depths vf the earth. 

Thou shalt increase my greatness^ and comfort me on 
every side. 

I mil also praise thee with the psaltery ^ eoen Thy 
truths my Go d : unto Thee will I sing with the harp^ 
O Thou holy one of Israel. 

My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto Tkee ^ 
smd my soul wliich thou hast redeemed. 

My tongue also shall talk of Thy righteousness all tie 
day long : for they are confoundtd^ for they are brought 
unto shame, that seek my hurt. 

Great as David's present distress was, he had been re- 
4<ctted from a severer ooe, the fear of God^ a perpettuzl 
anger for his heinous sins ; his repentance had been ae- 
«epted, and Ibrgivenese promised. David knew that the 
Lord was also able to remove the punishment he auf- 
€ei4d^ and 4^ Hoey Spuiit gave him assuraace, that 
when the purposes of his reformation and the edtfieaiion 
^the world were answered by his chastisem^ity he 
should again rejoice before the Lord. 

No one deserved death more than Ahithophel; and 
despair, which generally succeeds the disappoiniment af 
wicked plots, suggested the desperate deed of plitttng an 
end CO his own life. When David heard that Ahidiopfael 
liis formidable enemy was dead^ it was natural forhis 
heart to rejoice ; and the following psakn seems parttca- 
larly adapted to this occasion, because it is likely that 
basing at Mahajpaips, he recdlected the deliverance of his 
forefather Jacob from the hand of Smu, aad was ancou*- 

, raged. • 



raged to hope^that prajer and penitence would induce 
the Lord to deliver him also from the pursuit of his 
HDPaturd son *. 

I will bless /Ae LoEB at all times i His praise shall 
continually be in my mouth. 

My soul shall make her beast m the Lord; the humble 
ihall hear thereof y and be gladm 

magnify the Lord vnth me^ and let us exalt His 
name together^ ' 

1 sought the Lor By and he heard me, and delivered 
me from all my fears* 

They looked unto Him, and were lightened : and their 
faces were not ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him ; an4 
saved him out of all his troubles. . 

The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear Him, and delivereth them. 

taste and see that the Lord is good: blessed is the 
mm that trust eth in Him, 

Ofear the Lord, ye His saints: for there is no want 
io them that fear Him. 

The young lions do lackf and suffer hunger s but they 
thai seek the Lord shall not want any good thing. 

Come ye children, hearken unto me : I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord. 

What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many 
days, that he may see good f 

Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking 
guile. 

Depart from evil, and do^ood; seek peace and pursue it. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their cry. 

The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, ta 
cut off the remembrance of them from the ectrth. 

♦ Psalm ^zsir. 

The 
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The righteous cry\ and the Lord heareth and delkereth 
them out of all their troubles. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken 
heart : and saxeth such as be oj a contrite spirit. 

Many are the afflictions of' the righteous : but the Lord 
delivereih him out of them ail. 

He keepeth all hia bones : not one of them is broken. 

Evil shall slay the "xicktd : and they that hute the r'tgh* 
teous shall be desolate. 

T/ieLoRD redeemeth the souls of his servants: and 
none of them that trust in him shall be desolate, 

SECTION XXL 

SUCCOURS BROUGHT TO THE TCING — DAVID GIVETH A 
CHARGE CONCERNIJJG ABSALOM — ABSALOM HANG- 
ETH IN AN OAK — THE KING MOURNETH FOR AB" 
SALOM, 

From 2 Samuel, Chap, xvii, xviii. 

And it came to pass when David was come to Maha- 
naim, that Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of the 
children of Atnmon, and Machir the son of Ammiel of 
Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite of Rogelira, 
brought beds and basons, and earthen vessels, and 
wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn, and 
beans, and lentiles, and parched pulse ; 

And honey, and butter, and sheep, and cheese of 
kine for David, and for the people that wer^ with him 
to eat ; for they said, the people is hungry, and weary, 
and thirsty in the wilderness. 

And David numbered the people that were with him, 
and set captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds 
over them. 

And David sent forth a third part of the people under 

the 
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the hand of Joab, and a third part under the hand of 
Abishai the son of Zeruiah Joab's brother, and a third 
part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite : and the king 
said unto the people, I will surely go forth with you 
myself also. 

But the people answered thou shalt not go forth : for 
if we flee away, they wiU not care for us ; neither If 
half of us die, will they care for us : but now thou art 
worth ten thousand of us, therefore now it is better 
that thou succour us out of the city. 

And the king said unto them, what seemeth you best, 
I will do. And the king stood by the gate side, and all 
the people came out by hundreds, and by thousands. 

And the king commanded Joab,and Abishai, and Ittai, 
saying, Deal gently for my sake with the young raian, 
even with Absalom. And all the people heard when the 
king gave all tlie captains charge concerning Absalom. 

So the people went out into the field against Israel : 
and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim ; 

Where the people of Israel were slain before the ser- 
vants of David, and there was there a great slaughter 
that day of twenty thousand men. 

For the battle was there scattered over the face of all 
the country ; and the wood devoured more people that 
day, than the sword devoured. 

And Absalom met the servants of David; and Absalom 
rode upon a rai:^e, and the mule went under the thick 
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the 
oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the 
earth, and the muFe that was under him went away. 

And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, 
Behold I saw Absalom hanged in an oak. 

And Joab said unto the man that told him, And be- 
hold, thou saweBt him, and why didst thou pot smite him 

there 
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there to the ground, and I would have given thee top 
shekels of silver, and a girdle ? 

And the man said unto Joab, Though I should re- 
ceive a thousand shekels of silver in mine hand, yet 
would I not put forth mine hand against the king'ason : 
for in our hearing the king charged thee, and Abishai, 
and Ittai, saying, Beware that none touch the young 
Absalom. 

Otherwise, I should have wrought falsehood against 
mine own life : for there is no matter hid from the king, 
and thou thyself wouldest have set thyself against me. 

Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And 
he took three darts in his hand and thrust them through 
the heart of Absalom, wiiile he was yet alive in the 
midst of the oak. 

And ten young men that bare Joab's armour, oom- 
passed about and smote Absalom, and slew him. 

And Joab blew the trumpet, and the peofde return- 
ed from pursuing after Israel : for Joab held back the 
pe(^le. 

And thoy took Absalom and cast him into a great 
pit in the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones 
upon him : and all Israel fled every one to his tent* 

. Now Absalom in his life^time had taken and reared 
up for himself a pillar, which is in the king's dale: for 
he said, I have no son to keep my name in remem- 
brance: and he called the pillar <afler his own name^ 
and it is called unto this day, Absalom's place. 

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me now 
run and bear the king tkiings, how that the Lord hatfi 
avenged him^ of his enemies. 

And Joab said unto him, thou shalt not bear tidings 

this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another day ; but 

this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because tlie king's 

§Qin 4s dead. 

Then 
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Then said Joab to Cushi, Gro Ull the king what thou 
hast seen. And Cushi bowed himself unto Joab, an^ 
ran* 

Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to 
Joab, But howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run afteif 
Cushi. And Joab said, wherefore wilt thou run, my 
•on, seeing thou hast no tidings ready I 

But howsoever (said he) let me run. And he said 
unto him. Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the 
plain, and overran Cushi. 

And David sat between the two gates: and the watch- 
man went up to the roof over the gate unto the waif, 
asd lif); up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man 
running alone. 

And the watchman cried, and told the king. And 
the king said, If he be alone, there is tidings in his 
mouth. And' he came apace, and drew near. 

And the watchman saw another man running ; and 
the watchman called unto the porter, and said. Behold, 
ahother man running alone. /And the king said. He 
2^80 briiigeth tidings. 

And the watchman said, Methinketh the running of 
the foremost, is like the running of Ahimaaz the son 
of Zadok. And the king said. He is a good man, and 
eometh with good tidings* 

And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king. All is 
yHiQ, Anrf he fell down to the earth upon his face be- 
fore the king,iand said, Bletfsed be the LdRD thy God, 
which hath delivered up the men that lift up their 
hand agalhist my Loitn the king. 

AndChe king said, Is thd young man- Absalom safe? 
And Ahimaaz answered, l^eti Jbab sent Ae king's 
servant, and me thy servant, I saw a ^r^at tumult, but 
* I knew not what it^ wasi 
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And the king said unto him^ Turn aside, and stand 
here. And he turned aside and stood still. 

And behold, Cushi came, and Cushi said, Tidings, 
my lord the king : for the Lord hadi avenged thee 
this day of all them that rose up against thee. 

And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man 
Absalom safe ? And Cushi answered. The enemies of 
my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to d^ 
thee hurt, be as that youn|; man is. 

And the king was much moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept : and as he went, thus 
he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! 
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my soBi 
my son ! 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

David experienced the happy effects of his faith and 
piety; for it pleased God to encourage many faithful 
subjects and brave soldiers to espouse his cause, and 
they resorted to him from all quarters, so that in a few 
days he had a powerful army to resist Absalom and his 
vebellious followers. Provisions also were brought to 
him in abundance, by persons of the greatest distinc* 
tion throughout all the regions round about. ' 

Shobi was that son of Nahash who is supposed tA 
have been made viceroy of Kabbah by David. Machir 
was the person who had maintained Mephibosheth ; ha 
seems to have been a man of a most benevolent dispo- 
sition, ready at all times to succour men in distress. 
Barzillai was a worthy man, who also knew the best 
use to which riches can be applied. 

As Absalom was bent on his impious and rebelliout 
f cbeme of establishing himself on the throne by the mmv 
fler of his venerable parent; David was under a necessity 

of 
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of using means for his own security : he could not sa* 
orifice his friends to the impetuous rage of a head-strong 
young man \ neither could he^ consistently with honour 
and religion, desert the throne to which he had been 
raised by the immediate appointment <^f God, and the 
ifflivjersal consent of the people. He was the Lord's 
anointed, ^nd as such he bore the sword of justice, with 
which it was his duty to chastise sedition and rebellion, 
even io the person of his own son. His forces are sup-* 
posed to have amounted to 4000 men. Unwilling to 
q[>ill the blood of his subjects, or draw his sword against 
a rebellious son, David yielded to the intreaties of his 
servants, and did rA>t go forth with his troops. There 
is no doubt but that the pious king seized this oppor* 
tunity of entreating the Lord to complete his deliver- 
ance, for his psalms abound with sentiments adapted to 
such an occasion. 

The excessive tenderness which David expressed for 
Absalom shews his character in a most amiable light ; 
he was willing to impute his rashness to youth and inex- 
perience, therefore he intreated his generals and cap- 
tains to spare Absalom .for his sake, hoping that he 
would reform. 

Xotwithstandingthesuperiorityof the rebel army, and 
the restraint which David's kind commands, in favour of 
Absalom, had laid upon his party, this wicked son could 
not escape the punishment due to such unparalleled 
crimes; the justice of God overtook him; and his hair, 
which had been his ornament and pride, became instru- 
mental to his destruction : he was consigned of God to 
that very punishment to which the law condemned trai- 
tors, and parricides, viz. hanging on a tree. 

Joab was of a very impetuous temper, and knowing 
the good consequences that were likely to ensu^, not- 
withstanding the king's commands' to the contrary, he 

2 ' ■ . determined 
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d^teitnined to pierce tke rebellimis heart of this Ufina* 
tural 80ti ; and the soldiers finding that Absalom was 
deady shewed their detestation of his crimei-by throw* 
ing stones on his carcase. 

While the two armies were engi^ed, the poor king 
Mit in the gate, eqnally dreading a victory or defeat: at 
length Ahimaa2 and Cushi were discerned by the 
watdimen. David flattered himself diat their intelli- 
gence was of the most pleasing kind, and we find Ahi- 
maac evaded the telling him immediately of the death 
of Absalom; but when Cushi arrived, David's fears were 
confirmed* His lamentation needs no comment. It is 
impossible for any words to be more expressive of die 
grief of a tender parent, fat the untimely death of • 
wicked son, who was cut off in the midst of his mnM 
course. Who can read it without feeling a sympaithetis 
concern for the sorrows of this truly afi^ctionate fhther, 
and a detestation of the crimes of the son ? May the fats 
of Absalom be a warning to all disobedient youths, who 
with unfeeling ingratitude rend the hearts of those that 
have a right to their kindest attention ; for they may 
regard it as a certainty, that God will punish them for 
such unnatural wickedness, in an exemplary manner. 

SECTION XXII. 

JOAB REPROVETH THE kINO. 
DAVID CBASETH TO MOURN FOR ABSALOM. 

From 2 Samuel, Ckap. xix* 

And it was told Joab, Behold the kingweepeth and* 
meumeth for Absalom. 

And the victory that day was turned into mourning 

unto aU the people : for the people heard say that day 

how the king was grieved for his son. 

And 
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And the people gai them by st^ltli that day mto th^ 
city, as people being ashamed «teal away when they 
flee in battle. 

But the king covered his fhce, and the king cried 
with a loud voice, O my son Abloom, O Absalom, my 
«0D, my 60P ! 

AiidJosd) came into the bouse to the king, and said» 
Thou has( shamed this day the faces of all thy serva&t4# 
wl^cb this day have saved- tl^Ji^, and the lives o^thy 
A^osy aod «f thy daughters, and the lives of thy wiye%^ 
In that tiiou lovest thine enemiep and hatest thy friead^; 
fiif thou heat declared this day« that thou r^ardest 
4>either princes, nor servants ; for this day I perceivet^ 
tha( if Absalom had lived, and all we had died this day, 
then it had pleased thee welh 

Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak comfortably 
unto thy servants : for I swear by the Lord, if thou g9 
pot forth, there will not tarry one with thee this nighty 
and that will be worse unto thee th^n all the evil thai 
befell thee from tliy youth v^pl now. 
, Then the king rose, and sat in the gate: and t|iey told 
unto all the peopk, saying. Behold, the king doth sit 
in the gate : and all the people came before the king ; 
for Israel hdid fled every man to his tent. 

And all the people were at strife throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, saying. The king saved us out of the 
hand of our enemies, and he delivered us out of the 
hand of the Philistiiies, and now he is fled out of the 
land for Absalom. 

And Absalom whom ^ve anointed over us, is dead in 
battle : now therefore why speak ye not a word of bring- 
ing the king back ? And king David sent to Zadok and 
to Abiathar the priests, saying, Speak unto the elderg 
«f Judah, saying. Why are ye the last to bring tlie kin^ 

yoL.ju. F baq]p 
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back to his bouse ? (seeing the speech of all Israel is 
come- to the krog, even to his house.) 

Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my fle^ : 
wherefore then are ye the last to bring back the king i 
And say ye to Amasa, Art thou not (£ my bone, and ef 
my flesh ? God do so to me and more also, if thou be 
not captain of the host before me continually in the 
room of Joab. 

And he bowed the heart of all the men of Jadah, 
even as the heart of one man, so that they sent thm 
word unto the king. Return thou and all thy senrants. 

So the king returned, and came to Jordan ; and 
Judahi came to GSgal, to go to meet the king, to eon- 
•duct the king over Jordan. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Joab, knowing that if David abandoned himsdf to 
florrow, and the lurdour of the people was suffered to 
abate, many bad consequences might ensue, resolved 
to expostulate with him : had he done this with tender- 
ness and delicacy, he would have acted a prudent and 
a friendly part; but Joab had a heart steeled to all the 
delicate feelings of humanity, he Uierefbre could inake 
no allowance fbr one whose mind was habituated to the 
tenderest sensibility. Nothing could be more insolent 
- than Joab's address to his sovereign ; however it was 
not a time for David to express dif|>leasure, and he 
inmiediately acquiesced with his desire. 

David had many friends amongst the tribes of Isradi 
who, as soon as they heard diat Absalom was dead, en- 
deavoured <to persuade the rest to return to their duty^ 
which they did with as much zeal as they had but a short 
time before rushed into rebellion ; their only contentioa 
now was, vrhicfa tribe should most signalize their lo3rahj 

and 
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ai4«ffiMl«m* AiiiaM^rafttiie€odlmaf)«l0roftbetriben>f 
Judab^aadasthe men of Juddi under him had takeasvcili 
MiatkisaMied part i^ainst David, thef were appr^icn- 
live of his resentment; bnt^as the king longed for peaoe, 
he pradeatly i«adved to win them by mildneaiy in which 
we find he happily succeeded. We cannot be sm^pmed 
at Ae ofli^r njiidi David made to Amasa, when we re- 
flecton the arrogant and contemptuous treatmenthe liail 
Noeived from Joab; and when we likewise consider, 
that he could not have regained possession of Jerasalen 
WidMHit b^ie^ngity if the tribe ^Judahhadcontinoe^ 
to resist him. It is true, that J<^b had hitherto «dhei«4 
toDavid's interest; but hehad dared to kill theking's smi 
contrary to his express command, when he might have 
taken him fixisoner; and had lately threatened Davi4 
with a fresh rebellion, miless he had acted entire^ by hii 
firectton; so that it was h^ly necessary to reaK»veMi% 
and no one was so pi9>per to succeed as Amasa. 

David had now Uie happy prospect of being restored 
to the peaceable possession of the throne of Israd; and 
what was still more desirable, he had the comfortable 
durance, that he should again present himsdf before 
ihe Loan in hk hdy tabemade. 

The 11 9th Psalm seems to be entirdy composed of 
such sentiments as must naturdly have arisen in the 
mmd of David during his absence from Jerusalem, and 
on his return te it ; we may therefore apply it to this 
part of his history. 

Blcsied are the undefiled in the way ; vsho walk in the 
k» of tie 'LoB,D. 

Blessed are they that keep His tettimQHieSf and that 
seek Him with the whole k^art. 

Q that my ways were dit>ecied to keep Thy statutes J 

I wiU keep Thy statutes : O forsake me mft utterly^ 

F 2 J wttf 
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/ will meditmte in thy precepts^ and have respect mt§^ 
Thy ways, 

I have gone astray like a lost sheep: teek Thy servant: 
for I do not forget Thy commandments* 

Great are Thy tender mercies^ Lord: quicken Wf, 
according to Thy Judgments* 

Consider Koto I love Thy precepts: quicken me, OLord, 
according to Thy loving kindness* 

I will delight myself in Thy statutes ; I will not forget 
Thy word, 

Remosoe from me reproach and contempt : for J have 
iept Thy testimonies. 

J have chosen the way of truth : Thy judgments hc^cc 
J laid before me* 

Let Thy mercies come also unto me, Lord : even 
Thy salvation^ according to Thy worwL ' 

So shall I have wherewith to answer him that rt-^ 
proacheth me : for I trust in Thy word. 

This is my comfort in my affliction : for Thy word 
hath quickened me* 

The proud haive had me greatly in derision : yet have J 
not declined from Thy law. 

I remembered Thy judgments of old, O Lord : aitd 
have comforted myself. 

Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my 
pilgrimage* 

I entreated Thy favour with my whole heart: be mer* 
ciful unto me according to Thy word, . 

I thought on my wuys, and turned my feet unto Thy 
testimonies* 

I mark haste and delayed not to keep Thy commandments. 

Thou hast dealt well with Thy servant, Lord, accord* 
ing to Thy word. 

Before I was afflicted I xvent astray : but now have I 
kept Thy word. 

I* 
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// is good for me that J have been agicted: that I might 
karti Thy statutes. 

They that fear Thee^ will be glad when they see me ; 
because I have hoped in Thy word. 

Let those that fear Thee turn unto me, and those that 
have known Thy testimonies. 

how I love Thy law ! it is my meditation all the day j 

Bow sweet are Thy words unto my taste I yea, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 



Accept 1 1 beseech Thee^ the free-will offerings of my 
tiouihf LoRT), and teach me Thy judgments. 

Mine eyes fail fur Thy salvation^ and for the word cf 
Thy righteousness. 

Order my steps in Thy word .• and let not any iniquity 
kaoe dominitm over me, 

I prevented the dawning of the mornings and cried i t 
hoped in Thy word. 

Mine eyes prevent the night^watcheSy that I might 
meditate in Thy word. 

Seven times a day do I praise Thee .• because of Thy 
rigJiteous judgments. 

Great peace hax^ they which lorve Thy law : andnotMng 
shall offend them. 

Unless Thy law had been my delight^ 1 should then 
have perished e^ mine affliction. 

Thy word is true from the beginning : and every one of 
Thy righttous judgments endureth for ever*. 



• I have rentured, without the authority of the learned, to ap- 
ply 80IUC parts of Uie 119th Psahii o,n this occasion. The whole 
loight have been introduced with adrai taj^e; bat I am obUged* ia 
the course ox this work, to rtyect many uo^Ie passages, tu avoid 
bcin^ too voluuiinou«. , 

p3 section 
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SECTION XXIIL 

f HIMSI PAR]>ON£I>«-TH£ KIKG GOETH OVXR JORDAN. 

From 2 Samuel, Chap, xix. 

And Sliimei the son ot Grera, a Benjamite^ which 
was of Bahurim, liasted, and came down with the xAen 
•f Judah, to meet kmg David. 

And there were a thousand men of Benjamin with 
Iftim, and 2#iba the servant of the hpose of Sau), and his 
fifteen sons and his twenty servants with kiniy and tbey 
went over Jordan before the king. 

And there went over a ferry-boat to carry over th« 
}[tng's household, and to do what he thought good; and 
Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king as he 
was come over Jordan ; and said unto ^e king^ Let not 
my Lord impute iniquity unto me, n^her do ^tma 
lemember that which thy servant did perversely the 
day that my lord the king went out of Jenisalemi thai 
the king should take it to his heart. 

For thy servant doth know that I have ciimed : there* 
fore behold, I am come the first this day of all the house 
of Joseph, to go down to meet my lord the king. 

But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and said, 
Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, because he 
cursed the Load's anointed? 

And David said, What have I to do with you, ye siwas 
of Zeruiah, that ye should this day be adversaries unto 
me ? shall there any man be put to death this day in 
Israel f for do not I know, that I £tm this day king over 
Israel ? therefore the king said unto Shimei, Thou shalt 
liot die ; and the king sware unto him. 

And Barziilai theGileadite came down from Roge)ini, 
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tnd wait over Jordan with th3 king, to conduct hiiu 
Ofer Jordan. 

Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourscore 

years old, and he had provided the king of sustenance 

wbUe be lay at Mahanaim : for he was a very great man. 

And the king said unto Barzillai, Come thou over 

with me, and I will feed thee with me in Jerusalem. 

And Barzillai said unto the king, How long have I ta 
live, that I should go up with the king unto Jerusalem ? 
I am this day fourscore years old : and can I discern 
between good and evil ? can thy servant taste what I eat 
or what I drink ? can I hear any more the voice of sing-* 
iog men and singing women ? wherefore then should 
tby servant be yet a burden unto my lord the king ? 

Thy servant will go a little way over Jordan with the 
king : and why should the king recompense it me wilh 
such a reward ? let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back 
again, that I may die in mine own dty, and be buried 
by the grave of my father, and of my mother : 

But behold thy servant Chimham, let him go over 
with my Jord the king, and do t« him what shall seem 
good unto thee. 

And the king answered, Chimham shall go over with 
me, and I Will do to him that which shall seem good 
unto thee : and whatsoever thou shalt require of mc, 
that will I do for thee. 

And all the people went over Jordan : and when the . 
king was come over, the king kissed Barzillai, and 
blessed him : and he returned unto his own place. 

Then the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham 
went OQ with him : and all the people of Judah com« 
ducted the king, and also half the people of Israel. 

ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 
Jh9 manner in whidi David acted towards Shimei 

r 4f reflect* 
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reflects great honour on his memory i had not hw cTm-' 
iracter for humanity and gentleness of manners beew 
generally known, it cannot be supposed, that one who 
had 80 vilely insulted him in the day of distress would 
have ventured to east himself upon his mercy. The 
king was resolved not to interrupt the joy of reconciic- 
ment with his people, by shedding the blood of a revU 
]er, whose reproaches, though undeserved, had contri- 
buted to bring his mind int» that humble state, which 
had made his prayers acceptable to the Lord. What 
an excellent example has he left for the imitation of 
those who meet with contumely and reproach ! 

Barzillai was a faithful subject, and hk sovereign wai 
not insensible to his merit* This was a liappy day to 
David; for he had opportunitiea of exercifidf hif 
mercy, benevolence, and gratitude* 

SECTION XXIV* 

A CONTSST BETWEEN THE TRIBES. 
A REBELLION ENSUES* 

From 2 Samuel^ Chap, xix, xx. 

And behold, all the men of Israel came to the king, 
and said unto the king. Why have our brethren, tbe 
men of Judah, stolen thee away, and have brought the 
king and his houshold, and all David'a men wjUb him 
over Jordan ? 

And all the men of Judah answered the men of I«^ 
racl. Because the king is near of kin to us ; wherefore 
then be ye angry for this matter ? have we eaten at all- 
of the king's cost f or hath he given us any gift ? 

And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah, 
and said, We have ten parts in the king, and we have 
also more right in David than ye; wby then Aid^Jp . 

ilespise 
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despise us, that our advice should nbt be first bad in 
bringing back our king ? And the words of the men of 
Jttdah were fiercer tk&n the words of the men of Israel* 

And there happened to be there a man of Belial^ 
whose name was Sbeba, the son of Bichri, a Benjamite; 
and he blew a trumpet, and said. We have no part iU' 
Davidy neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse ^ 
Eveij man toihfs^tents^ O Israel. 

So every man of Israel went up from after David> and 
fi^owed Sheba the son of Bichri : but tlie men of Judah* 
dave unto their king, from Jordan even to Jerusalem- 
' And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down ta^ 
ne^ the king, and bad neither dressed his feet> nor 
trknmed his beard^ nor washed his clothes* from the day 
the king depiEtfted until the day he came again in peace.. 

' And it came to pass, when he was come to Jerusalenr 
to meet the king, that the king said unte him, Where* 
fere wentest not thou with me» Mephiboshethi And her 
answered, My lord, O king, my servant deceived me ^ 
for thy servant said, I will saddle me an ass, that I may 
ride jthereon, and go to the king r because thy servants 
is lame.. 

And he* hath slandered thy servant unto my lord the* 
lui^ ; but my lord the king is an angel of GU>d i do 
therefore what is good in thine eyes. 

For all of my father*s house were but dead men bc*^ 
fore my kirdthe king: yet didst thou set thy servant 
among them that did^eat at thine own table. What 
r%ht then^fbre have I yet to ciy any more unto, the < 
king. And the king smd unto him, Why speakest theu^ 
aay more of thy mattera I I have said, Thou and Ziba 
divide the land. 

And Mephibosheth said untothe king, Yea,:.let hitn^ 
take all^ forasmuch as my lord the king.is oome agaiat 
ift peace unto hit own ho^e. 

T 5 A25NOTA: 
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ANiSrOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It ]g very easj to rane commotioas in a statei but hani 
to qoell them ; for when fellow-subjects hate been used 
to regard each other as enemies, miimositles break out 
on every trifling occaston ; as was the ease in the pre- 
sent instance. Perhaps David was impolitic in selidtBg 
to^ the nien of Judah ; but as it was his own tribe, vre 
can scarcely wonder that he was solicitous for their 
co«uitenancing him on this occasion ; neldier was it madm 
for him to go to Jerusalem, till he had their assurance^ 
that diey would yield htm quiet possesdon of it. When 
he knew that the gates of the city woidd be opened to 
him, he began his march, never supposing that the othcv 
trii)es would expect a particular invitation ; however^ 
pride and jealousy made them susqpeot him of partiality 
to Jttdali ; and the imprudent haughty answer which 
this tribe returned to their remonstrances, blew up the 
fiame. Sheba being a Benjamite,had apersonal hatred to 
David, OB account of his having been a(^>ointed of Goo 
to supersede Saul's family; he therefore took advanti^ 
of the present dispute^ with a view to his own interest* 

The joy, which David would oBierwise have fi^ at 
hia return to Jerusalem, was greatly damped by these 
fresh contentions ; but he still trusted in the Loan* 

Mefjiiibbsheth*s answer to the king's enquiry, why he^ 
had not attended him I . implied, that it was his wish to 
have done so ; 4>utDavid'8 reply gives us reason tosuppose 
ijiat be did not believe him sineere f though, for the 
sake of Jonathan, he was contented Ur pass the matter 
ever without a scrutiny, which he foared might end in 
the dis^ace of Mephibosheth. Ziba had done the king 
very acceptable services, and hie story was a probd>le 
one. if MefhibeAetiiwas able to ride, surely he nught - 
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iunre foUoire^, ana prevented credit beiog given to it; 
so we cannot wonder, that David did not readily gtvt 
ear to his excuses ; for, after the benefits he had con* 
ferred on Mephibodioth, he a^ist have been greatly 
hurt at such an appearance of ingratitude and inatten- 
tion to his distress. It is hard to decide f^ich deserv. 
ed Uame, Mephiboaheth or Ziba; but from Mephibo- 
sbeth's ready ac^escence, we may conclude thai 
David condncted himself in this afiair according to the 
rules of iHt^;rity and honour. 

SECTION XXV. ^O^j 

AMASA MADE GSMBRAL BT DAVID— SLAlN'^'^iaAn.. 

From 2 Samuel, Chap, xx. 

And David came to his house at Jerusalem. Then 
$M the king to Amasa, Assemble me the men of Judah. 
within three days, and be thou here present*. 

»So Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah ; but 
be tarried longer than the set time which he liad ap-. 
pointed him. 

And David said to Abishai, Now shall Sbeba tiie soili 
of Bichrl do us mote harm thtm did Absalom: take< 
tbott thy lord's servants, and pursue after hini> l^.t b^ 
get him. fenced cities, and\e8cape us. 

And there went out after him Joab'a men, and the 
Che«etbHee> and the Pelediites, and all the «%hty 
aaen : and they went out of Jerusal^n^ to puriiui^ aft^ 
l^eba the son of Bichru ] 

When they were at the great stone whk^ }b in Gibepn,. 

Awaaa went bei^e them:, apd Joab^gannent that be 

hiA put on was girded unto him» and upon it a girdle 

with a sfTord fastened iqH)n hi^ loins jb tfifi tk^h. 

Ihemo^ «^ «a hi^ want forth it.ltM PVli* 

> 6 ' ' And 



And Joab said to Amasa, Art thou in healthy tnj 
brother ; and Joab took Amasa by the beard with ihm 
right hand to kiss him. 

But Amasa took no heed to the sword that was m 
Joab's hand : so he smote him therewith in the fif^ 
wibf and shed out his bowels to the ground^ and struck 
him not again, and he died : so Joab and Abishai his 
brother pursued atter Sheba the son of Bichri. 

And one of Joab's men stood bj him» and said, He 
that favOureth Joab, and he that is for Da^, let hkn 
go after Joab. 

And Amasa wallowed in blood in the midst of the 
high- way I and when the man saw that all the people 
stood stilly he removed Amasa out of the high-way into 
the field, and cast a cloth upon him, when he saw that 
(very one that came by him stood still. 

When he was removed out cf the high-way, all the 
people went on after Joab, to pursue after Sheba the 
fon of Bichri. 

And he went through aH the tribes of Israel, unto 
Abel, and unto Beth-maachah, and all the Berites: and 
they were gathered together, and went also after him. 

And they came and besieged htm in Abel of Beth« 
maachab, and they cast up a bank against the city, and 
it stood in the trench : and all the people that were 
with Joab, battered the wall to throw it down. 

Then cried a wise woman out of the city, Hear, hear; 
iay, I pray you, unto Joab, come near hither, that I 
may speak with thee. 

And when he was come near unto her, the woman 
jiaid. Art thou Joab ? And he answered, I tun he* 
Th^i she said unto him, Hear the words of thine hand* 
maid And he answered, I do faean 

Then she spd^e^ saying,, They were wont to ^eak in 

old' 
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^d tiiaer, usykkgy They* shall swel^ ask couMe! at 
-AM : imd so they ended the matter, 

I am one of them that are peaceable and faithful in 
Israel : thou seekestto destroy a city and a mother in 
Israel: why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of the 
LoBB ?, And Joah ansivered and said. Far be it, far 
be it from. me, that I should swallow up or destroy. 

The matter is not so: but a man of. mount Ephraim 
(Shd)a the son of Bicbri |^ name) hath4ift up his hand 
ftgabst the ki&gy eiren against David : deliver him only 
and I will depart from the city. And the woman said 
iiBto Joaby .B^oldy his head shall be thrown to thee 
over the wall. 

Then the woman went unto all the people in her 
wisdom, and they cut off the head of Sheba the son of 
Bichri, and cast it out to Joab : and lie blew a trumpet, 
and tl^y retired from the city, every man to his tent : 
and Joab returned to Jerusalem unto the kin^, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We find that David was resolved to remove Joab from 
the supreme command of the army, agreeably to his 
pcomise to Amasa, for his insolence was insupportable. 
Amasa not being able to make such quick dispatch as 
the case required, David was greatly disquieted, which 
made him send Abishai, with the Cheretiiites, &q. who 
met with Amasa* 

Joab it is supposed joined them, with a determiaeci 
resolution to put Amasa to death, and retain the com- 
mand of the army in defiance of the king : when he had 
perpetrated this wiqkect act, he professed himself in 
David's interest: ai|d as there was an absolute *neccs-. 
sity to go against the rebels, the people without hesita- 
tioh followed him* 

Xho. 
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The nyumenls tiaad by tbe wise womtawere fm» 
•uasive and poweHiil ; though, according to our trwii- 
latioB, they are in a great measure unintelligiblo to us; 
but it plainly appears, that she m^t to expostdate 
with Joab for not first o&ring terms of peace, be£bre 
he proceeded to the destruction of a city, which was 
part of the Lord's inheritance ; assuring hrn^ tiiat bed 
he informed them of the cause, the inhabhaalB would 
soon have ended the matter, by complying with any 
veasonable demands. The treachery of Joab in refl|iect 
to Amasa, must strike every good mind with abhor* 
rence; and it is needless to comment on it. 



SECTION XXVI. 

A ifAMINB IN ISRAEL*. 

As soon as the leader was cut oflf, the sedition was at 
an end, and peace was established, but another dread- 
ful calamity soon fell upon the land of Israel, a tlu'ee 
years famine. This w among the evils which is gene* 
rally understood by people, who have religious minds, 
as coming immediately from the hand of G.oi>, to bring 
men to repentance and reformation. David, in the 
present instance, considered it in that light, and en- 
quired of the Lord ; by which means he learnt, tkatii 
toas Jot Saul and his bloody^ houscy because he slevo the 
Gibeonites. 

It has been related in a former part of this history,, 
that Joshua made a league with the Gibeonites; in con- 
sequence of which, the Israelites were bound, in the 
most solemn manner, to suffer them to live quietly 
amongst them. Saul, it seems, had violated this treaty^ 

* t Sam. xxj. 

and 
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9mi WMi a mimber of ttoii ia tinat af paaca widiout 
the leatt prorocatioDy In order that hU friends might 
{XMsass tlwir cities : many of the Israelites had been 
iastntiBental to hia tftjustice ; Gfod was dishonoured by 
the people's having broktn a covenant made in his holy 
name, aiicL his religion would have been despised^ if the 
natiiMis around had bad cause given them to suppose 
it adjnttted of a breach of a public treaty. 

The Gril»eonltcsy it is likely^ were by this time so in- 
creased, that they w^re distressed for towns to dwell in; 
and the lara^iles, ia all probability, inattentive to their 
necessities, made themselves partakers of Saul's sin, by 
retaining those cHies, which were the lawful property of 
the Gil^eonites* Kalioaal sin calls for national punish- 
ment; and aecordiag; to the Jewish constitution, it was. 
t^ecessary that atonement should be made for every 
breach of the Divine law* 

As soon aa the cmuse of the &mine was known, Pa- 
vid^s next care was to find out the remedy ; for this 
purpose be applied to the Gibeonites^ to learn in what 
taanner he could give them satisfaction. They de- 
manded to have seven men of the family of Saul delivered 
into their hands ; this requisition was consistent wi^ 
their ideas of justice; therefore David was commanded 
of God to comply with their desire, and seven meM 
were accordingly delivered to them, whom they hwa^" 
ed. As it was left to David to fix on the persons, wtip 
were by their deaths to make satisfaction to the G}- 
beonites, he carefully' saved alive those who were the 
immediate descendants of Saul and Jonathan, namely 
Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, and Micah the son 
af Mephiboshetb,~ with the four sons of Micah; by 
which means he performed the oath which he sware in 
the cave of £n-gedi; that he would not cut off' Saul's 
ieed tifier him, to destrmf his name ota of his fathers 

house i 
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house; and the coTeoaat he made wkli JonaduiB, i^ 
shew kindness to his posterity. The men who were 
hanged were inconsiderable persons, and they most 
likely had been actually concerned with Saul against 
the Gibeonitesy in which case they met with the iistfe 
they deserved ; but if they were innocest vtctims to- 
public justice, as they died for the good of their coun* 
try, God doubtless removed them to a better state. 

A full vindication of David's conduct in this traos-^ 
action has been written by a learned author, and satii.. 
factory reasons given, why Go o required such an expia* 
tion to be made ; but it is of little use, to the generally 
of readers, to employ their time and thoughts uptn this 
or any obscure passage, since we may be certain it is of 
no real importance to us to investigate them: for every 
part of Scripture, essentially necessary to Ife understood f m 
order to obtain eternal happiness, is sa plainly expressed^ 
that the meanest understanding may comprehend it ; 
though persons who have leisure and abilities are by no* 
means forbidden te employ their researches into what is- 
difficult, provided they do not,. ^* in the pride ofkvman 
reason^ dispute the truth of DiViNS Revelation, qc 
say in their hearts, God is * unjust, or unfaithful." 

When the Gibeonites had received full satisfaction,, 
and the famine ceased, David^ greatly rejoiced, and he 
is supposed to have written the following Psalm on thia- 
occasion. 
* f Praise 'voaitethfor thee^ O GiiT>y in Sion : and tin/o- 
Thee shall the vow be performed* 

O Thou that hearest prayn% vnto thee shall aUJlesh 

some* 

Iniquities prevail against me: as for our- transgressions^ 
Thou shall purge them away. 

Blessed is the man xvhoni Thou choosest and equsest to 

^ Patrick** Couimciit t Psalm Ixt. 

approach 
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ttpproack *mdo Thie^ that he mat/ dwell in Thy courts : 
w shall be satisfied with the goodness of Thyhouse^ even 
of thy holy temple. 

By terrible things in righteousness xvilt Thou ansxaer 
us, Gao of our salvation : who art the confidence of 
all the ends of the earth, and of them that are c^ar o^ 
ujpon the sea. 

Which by his strength settethfast the mountains ; being 
ginkd with power. 

Which stilleth the noise jof the seas, the noise of their 
vmesy and the tumult of the people. 

They also that dwell in the uttermost parts are afraid 
at Thy tokens .• Thou makesi the out 'goings of the morn'* 
if^ and evemrig to r^oice* 

Thou visite9t the earth and waterest it : Thou greatly 
tnriekest it toUk the river ofGon^ v^ich isfUU of water: 
Thou preparest them com^ when Thou hast so provided 
fir if. 

Then waterest the ridges thereof abundantly : Thou 
Ktihst the furroxM thereof: Thou mdkest it soft with 
ihcwersy Thuu Nessest the springing^thereof. 

Thou crawnest the year with Thy goodness, and Thy 
path dr&p fatness* 

They dr<^ upon the pastures of the wilderness.* and 
the Httle hills refoice on every side. 

The pastures are clothed with focks ; the vaUies ako^ 
, are covered over with com ; they shout for joy, they also> 
dng. 

In this Psalm David acknowledges, that praise in due 
to God from all mankind, but particularly from those 
of 810K, where the holy sanctuary was. He observes, 
tirnt diey sbeuld not be discouraged by their iniquity 
from addressing their petitions to the Lord, since he* 
had graciously pardoned the sins of him and his pe^le*. 
He confesses the almighty power of God, who is:.abla 

te 
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to ruk the stormy dement^ anci the tarbulent passiont 
of the human mind,, add to skew forth his glory, in re- 
motest regions, by the wonderful work» of nature. Da- 
vid then expresses his gratitude for the late relief from 
£mine, acknowledging that the bounties of harvest are 
the gifts oC Divine Providence, since it would be in vain 
for the husbandmen to pursue the labours of the fields 
imless the Lord sent His blessing on the land ta give 
fertility to it. It is needless to remark, thitt this Ptolm 
is of general application. 

We have in this section an account tii four succok 
sive wars with the Philistines, which, thongb related in 
Tery few words, there is reason to believe, lasted a con* 
siderable time. It is imagined that Absakmi^s rebd- 
lion encouraged the Philistines to begin them. 

The Ph&listi. es had at this time several men of extra* 
Ofdtiiary statureanongstthem,allit«eemiof IkekkidMd 
of Goliath; and though they had experienced the litde 
«se of such men in an army, yet they cast their eyes on 
these, now flattering themselves, that by their help they 
might retrieve their honour, and take revenge upon 
Davids But the same Almighty power that had ena- 
bled this king, when an inexperienced youth, to defeat 
the gigantic champion of the Phih'stines, assisted his 
valiant officers in destroying the monstrous descendants 
of this arrogant boaster, who, like their prog^tor^ 
confided in human strength and vain ld(^ 

We may observe that the people of Israel entertained 
a high degree of affection for their ven^able king, and 
would not suffer him, as he was grown old and feeble, 
to ride a life so valuable to them in any future baft^. 

When these wars were hi^pily ended, and David was 
in perfect peace both at home and abroad, he is thought 
to have published the thanksg^ii^, which is in the 
S2d diapter of the 2d of Samuel 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXVIL 

DAVID NUMBERETH THE PEOPLE — A PESTILENCX 

ENSUES. 

From 1 Ckrott, Chap, xxi^ xxii* 

Akd SaUD stood up against Israel, and proroked 
David to njombet Israel. 

And David said to Joab, and to the rulers of the peo* 
^e, Go, nunher Israel from Beer-sheba even to Dan s 
sod bring the number of them to me, that I may know it. 

And Joab answered. The Loan make his people lui 
buDdred times so many more as they be : but, my lord 
tM king, are they n«t all my lord's servants ? why then 
doth my lord require this thing f why wiU hti be a oaiae 
ef topespass ta Israel. 

Nevertheless Uie kjog's word prevaiM^igainst Joab : 
vbsr(^fere Joab departed and went thcougbout idl {•« 
ssel, and oame to Jerusalem. 

And Joafe g^ve the sum of the number of the people 
unto David. And all they of Isra^ were a thousand 
thousand and an hundred thousand men that drew 
swerda : and Judah was four hundred thf eeaeor e and 
tea thousand m«n tliat drew sword. 

But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among them ; 
for the king's word was abominable to Joab. 

And God was displeased with this thing, dierefore 
he smote Israel. 

And David said unto God, I have sinned greatly, 
because I have done this thing : but now, I beaeeeh 
thee, do away the iniquity of thy servant, for I have 
done very foolishly. 

And the LoftD spake unto Gad» David's seer, saying. 

Go 
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Go and tell David, saying, Thus safth the Lord, I 
ofifer thee three things, choose the one of thenr, that 
I may do it unto thee. / 

So Gad came to David, and said unto him, thus saith 
the Lord, Choose thee, either three years famine, or 
three months to be destroyed before thy foes (while that 
the sword of thy enemies overtaketh thee), or else three 
itBys the sword of the Loud, even the pestilence in tlie 
land ; and the angel of the Lord destroying throughout 
all the coast of Israel : now therefore advise thyself, 
what word I shall bring again to^iim that sent me. 

And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait : let 
me fall now into the hand of the Loan, (for very great 
are his mercies) but let me not fall into the hand of men* 

So the Lord sent pestilence upon Israel: and ther# 
fell of Israel seventy thousand men. 

And God sent an angel unto Jeruscdera to destroy 
kit and as he was destroying, the Lord beheld, and hci 
rtpoited him ef the evil, and said to the angel ^uit 
destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand* And 
the angel of the Lord stood by the thresbing-fioor of 
Oman the JebusHe. 

And David Uf); up bis eyes, and saw the angel of the 
Lord stand between the earth and the heaven, havmg 
a drawn sword in his hand stretc^ied out over Jerusa* 
lem : then David and the elders of Israd, who were 
clothed in sackcloth, fdl upon their ^es. 

And David said unto God, Is it not- 1 that commanded 
the people to be numbered ? even I it is that have sinned> 
and done evil indeed ; but as for these sheep, what have 
they done? let thine hand, I' pray thee, O Lord my 
GoD^ be on me, and on my father's house, but not o». 
thy people, that they should be plagued. 

Then the angel of the Lord comqiafidcfd Gad to saj 

to 



( 117 ^ 

io Davidi that David should go up aod set up tn altar 
HQto the Lo&Df in the threshlag-floor of Oman the Je« 
busite. 

And David went up at the saying of Gad, which he 
ipake in the name of the Lo bd« 

And Ornan turned back, and saw the angel; and his 
fimr sons with hiai hid tbemselvea,^ Now Ornan was 
threshiog wheat* : 

' And as David came to Ornan, Ornaa looked and saw 
Davidy and went out of tlie threshing-floor, and bowed 
himself to David with his face to the ground • 

Then- David said lo Oman, Grant me thepiaee of this 
direshtng*floor, that I may build an altar thetein uato 
Ibe LooB ; thou shalt gcant it me&r the full price, that 
the plague may be stayed from the people. 

And Oman said unto David, take it to thee, and let 
my lord the king do that which is good in his eyes : lo 
I give thee the oxen also for burnt-offeringSy and th% 
tbreshing-matruments for wood, and the wheat for the 
meat-offeringv I give it all. . 

And king David said to Oman, Na}', but I will verily 
buy it for the full price : for I will not take that which 
ii thine for the Lord, nor oSet burnt-offibrings without 
oost* 

So David gave to Ornan for the place, six hundred 
shekels of gold, by weight. 

And David buih there an altar imto the Lord, wad 
oSoT^d burat-o^riiigs and peace-oierings, and called 
upon the Lord, and he answered him from heaven by 
fire upon the altar of burnt-ofTenng. 

And the Lord commanded the angel, and he put iqp 
bis sword again into the sheath thereof. 

At that time, when David saw that the Lord had an* 
cwoed him in the thredbtng-floor oi Oman the Jebu* 
site, then he sacrificed there. 

For 
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For the t£d>emacle of tlie Loao whkh Motes made 
iQ the wildecneesy and tiie altar of the hunit*offsring, 
were at that season in the high place at Gibeon. 

But David cois^ not go before it to eaquire^f God, 
for he was afraid^ because of the sword of the wigel ^f 
the LoKD. 

ThenDavid said, Husib AelMuseof the Loao G^Bg 
and this is the altar of bumt'^fiering £or israeL 

ANNOTATIOl^ avd BEFLBCTIONSL 

This seetion oontaiDs a most aelaaoholj rtfait>oii» . 
Wd great difficohies attend the ecfdaaatioQ of it. Tbe 
•ia wHuch David committed waa a breach of tiie Umt of 
Moses*. 

It is supposed) that, in the pride of his htMt, David 
numbered the peofde, and that the Israelites ««/^tfli^ n€* 
f^ecUd to pay the tribute which the LoR o enjoined as aa 
acknowledgment that their lives, which were justij for- 
feited to him by their sins, were redeemed by his mcroy* 
We may be sure they were guilty of presut$qauoM9 tin, 
and that David's consdence accused him of having com* 
mitted it. I duak we may likewise conclude, from tfan 
nature of the punishments proposed, that the Israeliles 
were partakers in the ofience ; for pestilence, war, and 
famine, were appointed by the Almighty for the c^iaa^ 
tisement of national sins ; and what can be more likely 
to awaken tlie consciences of a people, who are for- 
getful of their duty to God, than a sudden calami^, 
which sweeps off thousands in a day. 

It is impossible to describe, or even to imagine, the 
horror of such a scene : and we have reason to pray, that 
such a dreadful judgment may never ^bH upon this land 
in our di^ ; but, if the increasing impiety of the nation 

* Exodus XXX. 11, and sequel. 

should 
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riKMiU provoke tko Lokd to affiict ns with pestilence^ 
ire may learn, from David's example, to humble our* 
lehres before God, with sincere resolutions of obeying 
Ihi holy wOly and ^en we may hope to be preserved, 
St he was, through Divine mercy. 

Then we need noi be afraid Jbr the terror iy night ; 
nor Jar the arrcfw that ^ieth hy day ; nor Jar the pesti'^ 
knee tha^ ^vatteth in (hrkness ; nor Jbr the destruction 
Ite toaiteth at noon day : a thousand shaUJaU bende 
MSy and ten thousand at our right hand, but it shdS nc/t 
tome near m. We AM abide under the shadeto of the 
Almighfyf and He ihaU deliver ft$*. 

It is a hkpiif thing to reflect, that in aH dkngersr, how 
great soever, those who are religious may confide in 
God fyr protection. In this world, good persons are 
Mfe under his shadow, as the psalmist expresses it; but 
if it is die Divine pleasure to permit them to fall among 
dmiers in a time of public calamity, it n but to remove 
^em into the light of His glorious presence. 

We find that Satan was the first instigator to Davids 
crime ; but David was equally guOty in the sight of 
God, as if it had proceeded originally firom his own 
wicked inclinatioB ; firom whence we learn, that it is no 
excuse for sin, to say we are tempted, as the Lord win 
certainly eoMe everyone to resist temptation who will 
aeek for Divilie asristanoe. 

SECTION XXVIII. 

DAVID MAKETH PREPARATIONS FOR BUILDING THE 
TEMPLE-^INSTRUCTETH SOLOMON— CHARGETH THE 
PRINCES. 

From I Ch ronkle sf Chap* xxn. 
An d David commanded to ga&er together the stran- 

* Psalm xci. 

gers 
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gers that were^n the Umd of brael, jElnd be set masonf 
to hew wirou^t stoaes to hiuU) the hous^ of God« 

And Davi4 prepared iron in abundance fot the natif 
£[>r the doors of the gates, and for the joinings ; and 
brass in abundance without weight t A}bo cedar«trees 
in d)undance ; for the Zidonians, and tli^ of Tyre, 
brought mnch cedar-wood to Daivid* 

And David said, Solomon my son is you^g and t^id^^ 
and the house that is to ,b« builded for the Lord n^ust 
be exceeding magnifica], of fame and of ghnry throughr 
mxt all countries s I will therefore now niak^ prepiM^tioa 
for it. So David prepared abuodantij be&re his de^.. 
, Then he called for SolopoA his so% and charged 
Urn to build an house fior the X^ao God of lava^ 

And David said to Solomoi^ My soni as f#f n^^ it was 
in my mind to build an . house unto the nSiQie of the 
Loan my God : but the word of the Loao came to me 
saying. Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast 
made great wars : thou ^alt not build an house unt^ 
my name, because thou bast sh^d much blood iqKm 
the earth in my sight. 

Behold a son shall be bom to thee, who shall be a 
man of rest ; and I will give him rest from all his ene- 
mies round about: for his name shall be Solomon, aud 
1 will give peace and quietneiss.unto Israel in his days. 

He shall build an house for my name ; and he shall 
i>e my son, and I will be his father ; and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdoih over Israel for ever. 

Now my son, the Lord be with thee; and prosper 
thou, and build the house of the Lord thy God, a§ 
he hath said of thee. 

Only the Lord give thee wisdom and understand* 
ing, and give thee charge concerning Israel, that thoa 
mayest keep the law of thu Lord thy Goi>* 

2 ThcB 
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Then ihidt tfami protper, if thou tnkest heed to fulfil 
die statutes and judgmenU which the Loan charged 
Motes with concerning Israel. Be strong and of good 
coorage ; dread net, nor be dismayed. 

Now behcMy in my trouble I have prepared for the 
house of the Loan an hundred thousand talents ef gold^ 
sad a thousand thousluid talentsof silver ; and of brass 
and iron without weight; for it is in abundance; timber 
abo and stone have I prepared ; and thou m»yest add 

tiisreto. 

Moreover, there are workmen with thee in abund« 
SDce^ hewars, and workers of stone and timber, and aU 
manner of 'cuntiing men for every manner of work. 

Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the irom 
there is no number. Arise therefore, and be doing, and 
the Lord be with thee. 

David also commimded idl the princes of Israel to 
hdp Solomon his son, saying. Is not the Lord your 
^oo with jTOu ? and hath he not given you rest on every 
side? for he hath given the inhabitants of the land into 
Bane hand ; and the land is subdued before the Lord» 
and before his people. 

Npw set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord 
your God : arise therefore, and build ye the sanctuary 
of the Lord God, to bring the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, and the holy vessels of God, into the house 
that is to be built to the name of the Lord. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We read in the last section, that David purchased the 
threshing.floor of Oman for a considerable, sum of 
money, and that he determined to build the Temple on 
that spot ; he had received instructions from the Lord 
concerning the form of the Temple and its furniture, 

vol. III. G by 
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liy which means he was enabled t» direct all the ne- 
cessary preparations. We find that David had collect- 

• 

ed together immense treasures for this holy purpose* 
<7old and silver abounded in those days much more 
than at present, for many mines have been entirely ex- 
hausted. Da^id had been vieteriotts in above twenty 
battles with the richest enemies in the world, many of 
^hom had shields of gddy^thek weiqpons were at least 
ornamented with that metal, and even their camels* 
necks were adorned wkh golden chains : they also car- 
ried idols of gold and silver with them ; therefore we 
may easily conceive, that the personal spoils which he 
took from his enemies must have amounted taqn incre- 
dible sum, and in* all probability the spoils of their cities 
to a mudi greater. 

Edom, the Arabias and Syrias on both sides of the 
Euphrates, and the Palestine coast (which countries 
abounded with mines) were tributary to David ; conse* 
^uently the tribute that was annually paid to him must 
have been immense. He likewise brought great wealth 
to his kingdom, by trading with other nations ; for his 
country was well cultivated, the produce of the land of 
Israel being much more than sufficient for its inhabi- 
tants ; neither could they consume all the commodities 
with which their numerous flocks and herds supplied 
them. 

Since his cmiquest of Edom, David had another 
source of riches ; for by reducing that country to a pro- 
vince, he became master of two sea-port towns on the 
Bed Sea, Elath and Esion-geber ; from whence he car- 
ried on, for twenty- five years before his de^th, a very 
profitable trade to Ophir and Tarshish, in the eastern 
part of the world ; each of these places, among other 
walufible articles, furnished David with great quanliti^ 
^f gold and silver* S^ that it is easy to AQCOiml for 

his 
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hk pMesaiBg dUch amazing riches ; and from the piety 
ef bis disposition we may condudey that he was desir- 
Msofemployilig them in such a manner as might shew 
lo^the wcrlcly ^^ he acknowledged God as the supreme 
King of Israd, and consideirod himself only as the cap- 
tm waA diepherd of the Loop's inheritance. 

SECTION 5CXIX. 

ADOKIJAU CAUSSTH HIMSELF TO BE PR0CI.AIM£1> 

KING. 

IOLOMON, by DAVID'S ASFOIKTMEHlr^ IS ANOINTED. 

From 1 KingSf Chap, u 

And king David was oldandstricken in years ; then 
Ajdonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself^ saying, I 
will be king : and he prepared him chariots and horse*^ 
men, and fihj men to run before him. 
. And his father had not displeased him at any time, ia 
sayiQg, Why bast thou done so ? and he also was a very 
goodly man : and his mother bare him after Absalom^ 

And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah,^ and 

> 

with Abiathar the priest: and they following Adoni* 
jah, hdped him. 

But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Je- 
hoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, 
and the mighty men which belonged to David, went not 
with Adonijah. 

And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fat cattle, by 
the stone of Zoheleth, which is by En^^rogel, and called 
his brethren the king's sons, and all the men of Jiidah 
the king's servants. 

But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty 
men, and Solomon his brother, he called not. 

Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba the mother 
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of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonija& 
the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord 
knoweth it not ? now therefore come, let me, I pray 
thee give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own 
life, and the life of thy son Solomon. 

Go, and get thee in unto king David, and say unto 
him. Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine 
handmaid, saying, Assuredly, Solomon thy son shall 
reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne ? why 
then doth Adonijah reign? Behold, while thou yet 
talkest there with the king, I will also come in after 
thee, and confirm thy words* 

And Bath-sheba went in unto the king, in the cham- 
ber ; and the king was very old. 

And Bath-sheba bowed, and did obeisance unto the 
king: and the king said, .What wouldest thou ? And she 
said unto him, My lord, thou swarest by the Lord thy 
God unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon 
thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne: And now behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now 
my lord the king, thou knowest it not. 

And he hath slain oxen, and fat cattle, and sheep in 
abundance, and hath called all the sons of the king, and 
Abiathar the priest^ and Joab the captain of the host; 
but Solomon thy servant hath he not called. 

And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of ail Israd are 
upon thee, that thou shouldst tell them whojshall sit on 
the throne of my lord the king after him. 

Otherwise it«hall come to pass, when my lord the 
king shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son 
Solomon shall be counted offenders 

And lo, while she yet talked with ^e king, Nathan 
-the prophet also canie in. 

And they told the king, -saying, Behold, Nathan the 

prophet* 
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pr(^bet. And when he was come in before the king, 
he bowed himself before the king with his face to the 
ground. 

And Nathan said, My lord, O klng^ hast thou said, 
Adonijah shall reign afler me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne I For he is gone down this day, and hath slain 
oxen, and fat cattle, and sheep in abundance, and hath 
called all the king's sons and the captains of the host,*^ 
and Abiathar the priest; and behold, they eat and drink 
before him, and say, God save king Adonijah. 

But me, even me thy servant, atid Zadok the priest, " 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and thy servant Solo- 
mon, hath he not called. 

Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou hast 
BOt shewed it unto thy servant, who should sit on the 
Arone of my lord the king after him ? 

Then king David answered and said, Call me Bath- 
sheba : and she came into the kmg's presence, and stood 
before the king. 

And the king sware, and said, As the Lor9 liveth, 
that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress, even aa 
I sware unto thee by the Lord God of Israel, saying. 
Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign afler me, and he 
shall sit upon my throne in my stead ; even so will I 
certainly do this day. 

Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the earth, 
and did reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord 
king David live for ever. 

And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and 
Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. 
And they came before the king. 

The king also said unto them, Take you the servants 
of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon 
mine pwn mule, and bring him down to Gihon. 

6 3 And 
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And kt Zadok the priest, and Natbaa the prophet, 
anoint him there king over Israel : and blow ye with 
the trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon. 

Then ye shall come up afler him, that he may come 
and sit upon my throne ; for he shall be king in my 
stead : and I have appointed him ta be ruler over It* 
rael, and over Judah. 

And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, 
and said, Amen : the Lori> God of my lord the king 
say so too. 

As the Lord hath been with my lord the king, even 
so be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater 
than the throne of my lord king David* 

So Zadok the priest aivd Nathan the pra|^et, and 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada^ and the Cherethite*, asA 
the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride 
upon king David's mule, and brou^t him to Gihon* 

And 2^ok the priest took an hwcn t>f oil out .<^^ 
tabernacle, and anointed Solomon : and tJbey blew ih^ 
trumpet, and all the people said^ God save king S9I0* 
tton. 

And all the people came up after him, and the peo- 
ple piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joj» so 
that tlie earth rent \rith the soimd of them* 

And Adonijah and all the guests that were with him, 
heard it as they had made an end of eating : and when 
Joah heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, Wherefore 
is this noise of the city being in an uproar ? And while 
he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the 
priest came, and Adonijah said unto him, Come in, for 
thou art a valiant man, and bringest good tiding^ 

And Jonathan answered and said to Adonyah, Verily 
our lord king David hath made Solomon king. 

And the king hath sent with him Zadok the priest^ 
and Nathan theptophet^ and Bettaiahthesonof Jehoiada, 

and 
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and the Cberetliites, and the Pelethites, ^nd they haTir 
caused him to ride upon the king's mule. 

And Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet^ 
anointed him Jung in Gilion : and they are come up from 
the»H:e rejoicing, so that the city rang agaiu i this is the 
noise that ye have heard. 

And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the 
kingdom. 

And moreover, the king's servants came to bless our 
lord king Pavid, saying, God make the name of Solomon 
better than thy name, and make his throne greater than 
Uiy throne : and the king bowed himself upon the bed. 

And also thus said the king. Blessed be the Lo rx> Ge o 
of Israel, which hath given one to sit on my throne thi» 
day, mine eyes even seeing it. 

And all the guests that were with Adonijah were 
afraid, and fose up, and went every man his way. 

And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose, 
and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar. 

And it was told Solomon; saying. Behold, Adonijah 
feareth king Solomon : for lo, he hath caught hold on 
the horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solomon swear 
unto me to day, that he will not slay his servant with 
the sword. 

And Solomon said. If he will shew himsdf a worthy 
man, there shall net a hair of him fall to the earth : but 
if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall die. 

So king Solomon sent, and they brought Adonijah 
down from the altar : and he came and bowed himself 
to king Solomon: and Solomon said unto him, Go to 
thine house. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Solomon was a much younger man than Adonijah, 
who after Absalom's death was the eldest; and therefore, 

G 4t according 
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according to die usual custom of other nations, ke was 
heir to the crown ; but as God himself had been the onl^ 
king of the Israelites till Samuel's days, so when at the 
people's desire the form of goTemment was changed, the 
Lord still reserved to himself the right of nominating 
the successor when the throne became vacant, as we read 
in the law of Moses : When* thou art come into the landf 
iiohich the Lord thy God giveth thee, and shalt say^ 
I mill set a king over me, thou shalt hy all means make 
him king tohom the Lord shall chme; so that when 
God had declared his appointment of Solomon (as he 
did by the prophet Nathan) David was not at liberty 
to make choice of any other ; but we may suppose that 
all his other sons were jealous of this preference given to 
a younger brother, which made th^m so ready to join 
with Adonijah. 

At what timeDavid sware to Bath-sheba that Solomon 
should sit on his throne is uncertain ; but most likely, on 
Nathan's being sent to give Solomon a name, which de« 
lioted his being beloved of the Lord, David gave his mo- 
ther a solemn promise, that since God had so manifestly 
declared in favour of this child, he would for his part do 
the utmost in his .power to facilitate his succession. 

All Adonijah 's ambitious views were in an instant frus* 
trated, and he found that it was in vain to oppose the will 
of the LojiD, though he had prevailed oa Joab the 
general of the forces, and Abiathar the high-priest, 
to espouse his cause. How it came to pa$^ that they 
proceeded in such an important affair without the 
knowledge of David^ is not related ; but from the cir- 
cumstance of David's giving Zadok the preference on 
a former occasion, we have reason to suppose, tliat 
Abiathar had been irregular in the administration of 

• Deut. xvii. 1^ 16. 
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hu office. As for Joab, he frequently treated his sove- 
reign with the utmost disrespect, therefore bis conduct 
is the less to be wondered at. 

Nathan, Zadek, and Benaiah, were known to Ado* 
nijah as true and fiuthful subjects to king David, and foi; 
that reason they were excluded from the general in- 
vitation ; and we may be sure, if they had been invited, 
they would have refused to go; we must not then sup- 
pose that Nathan's displeasure towards Adonijah arose 
from this circumstance of neglect, but that he mention- 
ed it as a proof to the king, that his fidelity, as well as 
that of Zadok and Benaiah, were too publicly known 
for any one to attempt perverting them ; and to con-^ 
vince their good old monarch, that there were still 
some persons of consequence ready to maintain the 
right of him whom God had chosen^ 

Adonijah fled to the altar, supposing that veneration 
for that sacred place would prevent his being put to 
death ; his scheme succeeded, and finding there was no 
other way of saving his life, he paid obeisance to his 
lawful sovereign, and withdrew his claim to the crown* 
It must doubtless have given great affliction to David in 
his latter days, to meet with such unkindness and in^ 
gratitude from a son, whom he had ever trealed with tho 
Utmost degree of tenderness and indulgence ; but he 
uttered no murmurs or complaints, for he saw the hand 
of the Leap still diaslbing him, in order thi^ his 
penitence might continue to the last; and that thet 
world m^ht know from his example, what evils the 
LoRn sttfiers to fall upon those who commit such 
crimes as David was guilty of, and the behaviour which 
God requires fix>m offenders against his holy laws. 
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.SECTION XXX. 

i)AVID MAKETH PREPARATIONS FOR BUILDING Trftf 

temple— command eth solonfon to build it— 
And chargeth the princes to assist his son. 

From 1 Chron. Chap, xxviii, xxix. 

And David assembled all the prirrces of Israel, tlie 
princes of the tribes, and the captains of the companies 
that ministered to the king by course, and the captains 
over the thousands, and captains over the hundreds, and 
the stewards over all the substance and possessiof^ of 
the kingy and of his sons, with the officers, and with 
the mighty men, imd with all the valiant mehy unt<y 
Jerusalem. 

Then Datid the king stood upon his feet, and said. 
Hear me, my brethren, and my people, As for me, I 
had in mine heart to build an house of rest for the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, smd for the fool-stool of 
our God, and had made ready for the building ; But 
God said unto me, Thou shah not build an house for 
my name, because thou hast been 9, man of war, and 
hast shed blood. 

Howbeit the Lord God of larael chose me before 
all the house of my father, to be king over Israel for 
ever. For he hath chosen Judah to be the ruler ; and of 
the house of Judah, the house of my father, and among 
the sons of my father, he liked me to make me king 
over 9S\ Israel t And of all my sons, (for the Lor 
hath given me many sons,] he hath chosen Solomon my 
son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the Lord 
over Israel* 

And 
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And he said unto me, Solomon thy son» he shall 
build my house and my courts : for I have chosen him- 
to be my son, and I will be his father. 

Moreover, I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he 
be constant to do my commandments and my judg- 
ments, as at this day. 

Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the congre- 
gation of the Lord, and in the audience of our Goo, 
keep and seek for all the commandments of the LoaD 
your Gon : that ye may possess this good land, and 
leave it for an inheritance for your children after you 
for ever. 

And thou, Solomon my son, know tliou the God of 
thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with 
a willing mind. For the Loud searcheth all hearts, and 
understmideth all the imaginations of the thoughts : if 
thou seek him he will be found of thee ; but if thou 
forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever. 

Take heed now: for the Lord hath chosen thee to 
build an house for the sanctuary : be strong, and do it. 
Then David gave to Solomon his son, the pattern of 
all that he had by the Spirit of the Lord. And he gave 
of gold by weight, and of silver also by weight, for all 
instruments of every kind of service. 

AD this, said David, the Lord made me understand 
in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of 
this pattern. 

And David said to Solomon his son. Be strong and 
of good courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed, 
for the Lord God, even my God, will be with thee J 
he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast 
finished all the work for the service of the house of the 
Lord. 

AohI behold, the courses of the priests and the Levitei^ 
efta they shall be with thee for all the service of the 
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house of God : and there shall be with thee for aH 
manner oF workmanship, every willing skilful man, for 
any nanner of service : also the princes and all the 
people will be wholly at thy commandment. 

Furthermore David the king said unto all the congre- 
gatiouy Solomon my sen, whom alone God halh chosen, ^ 
is yet young and tender, and the woik is great; for the 
palace is not for man^ but for the Lord God. 

Now I have prepared with all my might for the house 
of my God, the gold for things to be made of gold, and 
the silver for things of silver, and the brass for things 
of brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things- 
of wood: onyxHStoneSf and stones to be set, glistering 
stones, and of divers colours, and all mimner of precious 
stones, and marble stones in abundance. 

Moreover, because I have set my affection to the 
house of my God, I have of mine own proper good, of 
gold and silver, which I have given to Uie house of ray 
God, over and above all that I have prepared for the 
holy house. 

Even three thousand talents of gold of the gold of 
Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver to 
overlay thef walls of the houses withal : The gold for 
things of gold, and the silver for things of silver, and 
for all manner of work to be made by the hands ci ar- 
tificers. And who then is willing to consecrate hk 
service this day unto the Lord ? 

Then the chief of the fathers and princes of the 
tribes of Israel, and the captains of thousands and ai 
hundreds, with the rulers over the king's work offiered 
- willingly. 

And gave for the service of the house of GoD,of g<^d, 
five thousand talents and ten thousand drams ; and of 
silver, ten thousand talents ; and of brasSy eighteen 

ihousaad 
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tkomand talents : and one hundred thousand talents of 

iron. 

And they with whom precious stones were found, 
gare them to the treasure of the house of the Lord, 
by the hand of Jeheil the Gershonite. 

Then the people rejoiced for that they offered wil- 
linglyy because with perfect heart they oflfered willingly 
to the Lord : and David the king also rejoiced with 
great joy. 

Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all the 
congr^ation : and David said, Blessed be thou. Lord 
God of Israel our father, for ever and ever. 

Thine, O Lord is the greatness, and the power, and 
the glory, and the victory, and the majesty ; for all that 
is in the heaven and in the eiuth is thine ; thine is th« 
kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above 
alL 

Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou 
reignest over all ; «id in thine hand is power and might ; 
and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give 
strength unto all. 

Now therefore, our Goj>f we thank thee, and praise 
thy glorious name. 

But who am I, and what is my people, that we should 
be al^e to offisr so willingly lafter this sort ? for all things 
come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. 

For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as 
were all our fathers ; our days on the earth are as a 
i^iadow, and there is none abiding. 

Lord our God, all this store that we have pre* 
pared to build thee an house for thine holy name, 
cometh of thine hand, and all is thine own. 

1 know also my God, that thou triest tHe heart, and 
bast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the upright- 
ness 
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Hess of mine heart I have willingly offered ail tbcae 
things : and now have I seen with joy thy people which 
are present here to offer willingly unto thee. 

O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel our 
fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart of thy pedple, and prepare their 
heart unto thee : and give unto Solomon my son a per- 
fect heart to keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, 
and thy statutes, and to do all these things, and to build 
the palace for the which I have made provision. 

And David said to all the congregation. Now bless 
the Lord your God. And all the congregation blessed 
the Lord God of their fathers, and bowed down their 
heads, and worshipped the Lord, and did homage to 
the king. 

And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the Lord, and 
offered burnt-offerings unto the Lord on the morrow 
after that day, even a thousand bullocks, a thousand 
rams, and a thousand lambs, with their drink-offerings^ 
and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel : And did eat 
and drink before the Lord on that day with great bad- 
ness. And they made Solomon the son of David king 
the second time, and anointed him unto the Lord to 
be the chief governor, and Zadok to be priest. 

Then Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king 
instead of David his father, and pro^red, and all Israei 
obeyed him. 

And all the princes, dnd the mighty men, imdaH the 
sons likewise of king Dwnd submitted theasaalyes unto 
Solomon the king. 

And the Lord magnified Solomon exceedin^y in 
the sight of all Israel, and bestowed upon him such 
royal majesty as had not been on any king b^re bim 
in Israel. 

ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS an© REFLECTIONS. 

At the time Adonijah attempted to seize the throne, 
David was confined to his bed with excessive weakness ; 
but it seems he recovered sufficient strength to be pre- 
sent at a solemn assembly which was called together ia 
order to establish Solomon's pretensions. How admira- 
ble were the humility and piety of David on this occa- 
sion, and how earnest his desire to promote the gloiy 
of God ! To remove all jealousy from the minds of 
his other sons, and prevent dissentions amongst his sub- 
jects, David publicly declared, that God himself had 
appointed Solomon to sit upon the throne of the King- 
dom of the Lord <yver Israel* 

The princes, convinced that all which David said and 
did at this time was agreeable to the Divine will, gladly 
followed his royal example *, in devoting part of their 
riches to the glory of God ; and after having of*ered 
their sacrifices, they feasted on them with great joy 
bjfore the Loan* The sentiments of David's heart on 
t lis joyful occasion, may be learnt from that excellent 
thanksgiving, which he then uttered. It is supposed 
that after he had blessed the people, he offered up the 
following prayer for Solomon f • 

Giee the king ThifjudgmenUf O GoP| and Thy righm 
teoiuness unto the kingU sofu 

He shall Judge Thy people with righttousness^ and Thy 
poor wUhjudgment, 

The mQtmtmM shall brmg peace to the people^ and the 
hillSf by righteousness. 

* The yalue ef the gold (besides the seren thousand talents of 
tilrer) which David gave out of his o>tu private estate, amounted 
to the sum of 31,000,0001. of our money, which might easily be 
•BMHied by repeated voyages to Ophir aad Tursbish. 

t Psalm, hxii» 

He 
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He ikullJMdge the poarofthe people, hi shall upce the 
children of the needy ^ and shall break in pieces the op^ 
pressor. 

They shall fear Thee as long as the sun and moon efu 
dvre^ throughout all generations, 

lie shaU con^e down like rain upon the mozon grass •* as 
ihouers that water the earth. 

In his daifS shall the righteous flourish s and abundanc€ 
of peace so long as the moon endure th. 

He shall hate dominion also from sea to sea^ and from 
the river unto the ends of the earth. 

They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him : 
and his enemies shall lick the dust. 

The kings ofTarshish and of the isles shall bring pre* 
sents : the kings ofSheba and Seba shall offer gifts. 

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him ; all natiotu 
shall serve him. 

For he shall deliver the needy when he crieth •• thepoor 
alsOf and him that hath no helper. 

He shall spare the poor and needy ^ and shall save the 
souls of the needy. 

He shall redeem their souls from deceit and violence: 
and precious shall their blood be in his sight, 

And he shall live^ and to him shall be given of the gold 
of' Sheba ; prayer also shall be madefsr him continwslhf^ 
and daily shall he be praised. 

There shall 'be an handful of com in the earth vptn the 
top of the mountains, the fruit thereof shall shake Uke 
Lebanon^ and they of the city shall Jhurish like grass 
of the earth. 

His name shall endure for ever : His name shall be 
continued as long as the sun^ and men shall be blessed in 
him; all nations shall call him blessed. 

Blessed be the Lord Gtod, the GoD tf Israel, wia 
only doth wondrous things. 

And 
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And bkssed be His glorious name for ever, end lei 
the nhole earth bellied with glory ; Ameuy and amen* ■ 
The prayers of David the son of Jisse are ended. 

It appears, from the beginning of this Psalm, that Da- 
vid's intention was to pray for blessings on his son Solo- 
men ; but before he could proceed to express all that he 
wished concerning the glory of Solomon's reign, he was* 
inspired by the Holy Spirit to describe, in a propiietic 
manner, that of the Messiah's kingdom. This prophecy 
was calculated to furnish instruction to Solomon, by 
setting before him such rules as might serve for a 
guide to him in the character of vicegerent of that 
great Being, whose temporal kingdom he was appointed 
to govern : and it will appear, from the course of this 
history, that Solomon was happy in proportion to hits 
observation of these rules, and wretched and inglori- 
ous when he deviated from them. 

SECTION XXXI. 

OAVIJD GIVETH A CHARGE TO SOI^OMON HIS SON, 

AND DIETH. 

1 KingSf Chap, ii, 1' Ckron. Chap. xxix. 

» 

Now the days of David drew nigh, that he should 
die; and he charged Solomon his son, saying, I go the, 
way of all the earth : be, thou strong therefore, and 
^ew thyself a man* 

And keep the charge of the Lord iby God, to walk 
in his wayp., to keep his statutes, and his commandments, 
and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written 
in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all 
that thou doest, and Whithersoever thou turnest thyself: 
that the Lord m^y continue his word which he spake 

concerning 
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concerning me, saying. If thy children take heed t^ 
their way, and walk before me in truth, with all th&t 
heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee 
(fiatd he) a man on the throne of Israel. 

Moreover, thou knowest also what Joab the son of 
Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains 
4>f the host of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner and 
unto Amasa the son of Jetber, whom he 8lew,.and shed 
the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war 
upon his girdle that was about bis loins, and in.his shoe4 
that were on his feet* 

Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not 
his hoar head go down to the grave in peace. 

But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gi- 
leadlte, and let them be of those that eat at thy table i 
for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom 
thy brother. 

And behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of 
Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a 
grievous curse, in the day when I went to Mahanaim ; 
but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware 
to him by the Lord, saying, I will not put thee to 
death with the sword. 

Now therefore hold him not guiltless : for thou art a 
wise man, and knowest what thou oughtest to do unto 
him ; but his hoar head bring thou down to. the grave 
with blood. 

So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in 
the city of David. 

And the time that h^ reigned over Israel was forty 
years ; seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty 
and three years reigned he in Jerusalem. 

And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, 
and honour. And Solomon his son reigned in his stead, 
. ^ ANN0TA- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

At David was tenBible that his last hours drew night 
he called for his son Solomon, that he might with hii 
djing lips enforce tlie admonitions he had formerly 
given him concerning obedience to the Lord ; and 
likewise instruct him in some particulars, necessary to 
secure his peaceable possession of the throne. * 

Joab was a man of a very turbulent spirit, who had 
en several occasions resisted David^s authority, and he 
had lately joined in a conspiracy against Solomon ; it 
was therefore likely, that he would give the young king 
much trouble, and Solomon perhaps might be inducecl 
to spare him on account of his venerable years, and tliii 
high rank he had long borne in the army; David there* 
fore exhorted Solomon to act towards l^m as ms<hm 
should direct ; and reminded his son of the former crimes 
Joob had committed, how frequently he had opposed 
tlie lawful commands of his sovereign, and hew tre»* 
cfaerottsly he had murdered Abner and Amasa. 

From David's own words, when Joab murdered Ab*. 
ner, we may conclude, that he certainly would have 
called him to his trial immediately : but he feared thai; 
by attempting it, he might occasion more bloodshed 
amongst his subjects, as Joab had great influence in the 
army ^ neither was the king in a situation to admit of 
his taking vengeance for the death of Amasa, as he was^ 
at that time but just returned te the royal city, and the 
kingdom in the utmost confusion. 

David's general behavioiur to his enemies gives m 
reason to suppose, that for ewery private injury he would 
readily have forgiven Joab; but as King of Israel , he 
coidd not pardon him without being guilty of a breach 
of Gtod's commands himself; for the law was very strong 
against xmlful murder^ and admitted of no atonement 

for 
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for it by sabrifices and prayers. Supposing that the 
anger of God could be appeased by humiliation, it is 
impossible to make restitution to the dead; for this rea- 
ion the Lord commanded, that he who killed another 
should forfeit hit own life. Besides, *^ in the image of 
God made he man;** it is therefore impious for any one 
to destroy that bod^ in which the Creator has placed 
an immortal Soul, since the Supreme Being alone has 
a right to dispense life and death. Besides, the land 
of Israel was peculiarly sanctified by the visible mani^ 
Jestation of the Presence of God^ who had said (by 
the mouth of Moses) " Ye shall not pollute the land 
therein I dvoelly for blood defileth the landy which cannot 
be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the 
blood of him that shed it* Defile not therefore the land 
wherein I dwell, Jbr I the Lokd dvseU amongst the 
ehildren of Israel** So that the king of Israel who suf« 
lered a wilful murderer to live, endangered the bring- 
log a curse upon his kingdom, and was answerable in a 
^eat measure for any subsequent murders the ofiender 
might commit. The Israelites it is true slew a great 
number in %mr, but they were persons who had them* 
■elves defaced the image of God. by their abominable 
practices, and had forfeited their lives by their crimes; 
in respect to these, therefore the Israelites were but the. 
instruments of Divine justice, and acted by God's ex* 
press command. And so did those who put to death 
such as were guilty of capital offences ; for God bad. 
ordained the^ punishment, and it was. the duty of the. 
magistrate to put it in execution. It was for the sake 
of public justice, and not to gratify private resentment,: 
that David advised Solomon *' not to let Joab*s hoar 
head go doxim to the grave in peace.*' 

Some learned authors * are of opinion, tiiat the text 

* Chandler's aiid Delan^^s Life of David. 

relating 
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relating to Shimei is not properly translated, and that 
it should have been rendered, ** Now therefore hold him 
notguiUlesSf (for thou art a tmse many andknowest toAaf 
thou oughtest to do unto him) nor his hoar head bring 
thou down to the grave tvith blood.*' If this is the right 
interpretation of the passage, (which Solomon's treat- 
ment of Shimei confirms,) then we may understand^ 
that David only intended to caution his son to keep a 
strict eye upon Shimei, as his loyalty was by no means 
to be depended on; neither was it consistent with wis- 
dom and policy to permit such a seditious person to 
enjoy the same privileges in every respect, as his faith* 
ful subjects did. 

When David had given all requisite instructions to 
Solomon, his business on earth was finished ; and as the 
faculties of his mind were unimpaired, there is no doubt 
but he passed his last moments in pious meditations* 

David * had set the Lord always before him, there- 
fore (even in this tremendous hour) his heart was glad 
and his glory (or immortal Spirit) rejoiced ; for he firmly 
trusted that it would not be lefl^r ever in the place of 
the dead, but that even his body should rise again ; and 
that God would redeem his Soul from the power of the 
grave, and not suffer him, who had been sanctified by 
the inspiration of the holy Spirit, to see corruption ; but 
would shew him the path of life which leadeth to the 
presence of God, where is fulness of joy, and at whoit 
right hand there are pleasures for evermore ! 

^ See Psalm xri. 8> &c. and xllx. 15. 
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SECTION xxxn. 

A HETROfiPECTIVE VIEW OF THE CHARACTER OF ITINCI 
DAVID, THE MAK AFTEft GOD'S OWN HEART. 

We have now gone entirely through the history of 
king David, which affords great delight and instruction t 
he certainly was one of the best men that ever lived up« 
on earthy and none of the boasted heroes* of antiquity 
are worthy to stand in any degree of competition with 
him, either for courage or virtues ; and yet we often hear 
among those who call themselves learned and poUte^ the 
character of this king vilified in the most opprobrious 
terms, because he is styled in Scripture, the man after 
God's oion hearty though he was guilty of great viola, 
tions of the moral latv ; it is therefore necessary to ex* 
plain, how we are to understand this expression, 

A short time after Saul was ma^de king, he broke 
through the conditions on which he had been raised te 
sit on the throne of the Lord over Israel^ and arrogated to 
himself the supreme power, instead of acting as God's 
nyicegerent^ and for this cause, the prophet Samuel was 
sent to tell him, that he was rejected as captain of the 
Lord's inheritance, and that his kingdom should not 
descend to his posterity, for the Lord had sought him a 
man after his oton heart ; that is, one who would never 
forget that he received his authority from the Lor d, and 
was bound to govern agreeably to God's commands. 
David when a humble shepherd, was remarkable for 
his piety and amiable disposition, and he justified the 
preference which was given to him at that time. 

We are told, that immediately after he was anointed 

♦ See in Dr. Delany's Life of David, a parallel betweenlhi. 
king and the heroes of profane history^ 

captain 
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tapkdn of ike LoRi>'s inheriiance^ and had the pr onoise of 
the kingdom given to him, tlie 8pint of the Lord cmne 
on him, and we read of his performing many act» that 
required eupematural assistance: all the successes which 
the Israelites had against the Philistines during the re- 
maiader of Saul's reign, were under David; from which 
&ul was led to suspect, that he would also supersede hisn 
in the dirone; till at last his jealousy was mo inv^erate, 
that he readired, if possible, .to destroy him : David, 
however, was protected by an Almighty arm, for (not« 
withstanding it must be acl^nowledged that he commit- 
ted many errors^ which shew that he was subject to hu- 
man imperfection) he preserved the highest reverence 
for God, and zeal for the honour of religion, and on 
this account was delivered from the most imminent 
dangers by the interposition of Divine Providencs, 
being still in the general tenor of his conduct, a man 
ufler God's own heart. When be gave way to the im^ 
jtetuoiiti/ of passion^ he was always unfortunate, but ad» 
versity had its proper effect on his mind ; he prayed for 
pardon, and the Spirit of the Lord again assisted him: 
Ht length, after a variety of trials, he was anointed king 
-over all Israel ; at which time he entered into a cove- 
nant, that he would consider the people as sheep commit* 
ted CO his care by the Lord, would provide for their safe- 
ty and rule them with tenderness ; and> as captain of the 
Lorb's inheritance f would help them tosubdue their ene* 
mies: we may also collect from many of his Psahois, that 
the Lord had made a covenant with David, and assured 
him by his holj/ Spirit that if he continued faithful to 
the trust reposed in him, he could establish his king- 
dom Jbr ever ; and that if his posterity were obedient to 
the Lord, they should reign afler him, in regular suc- 
cession, till a prince should be born of David's race, that 
should rule ov£r all the kiogdoms of the e»rth, David 

I understood 
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Understood this promise as relating ultimatelj to the 

MkssiAK, andy though many years were to pass awaj 

•before our Saviour appeared on earth, he admowledg- 

ed him to be his Lord, which proves that he bad p^r- 

feet faith ifi God. 

As soon as David was settled on the throne, his great 
study was to shew forth the Glory of God, and to pro- 
mote the prosperity of Israel; for these purposes, he es- 
tablished public worship, restored the law of Moses, and 
inade most excellent regulations in the government. He 
subdued all the idolatrous nations that professed enmity 
to the Lord Jrhovah, and dways imputed his success 
to Gon* During the whole of his reign, David governed 
his people with the utmost clemency and justice, and 
was beloved and honoured by them to the end of hii 
life ; and bis history abounds with instances of hit ge- 
nerosity, benevolence, mildness, and magnaninoity. In 
respect to Uriah, David certainly was a great ofl^nder 
against the moral law^ and by that law his life mas Jar- 
feited; however, in consideration of his exemplary jEifff<- 
tence and his general Jidelity^ it pleased God to pardon 
him; but that no one might be encouraged to suppose 
such wicked actions were excusable, David was cendeDin- 
ed to siUFer such afflictions as should deter others fnm 
committing the same crimes^ and we may judge, from the 
consolations he received by the Holy Spirit, that his 
behaviour under these chastisements was such as be- 
came the man after God's own heart. As soon as the 
end for which the punishment was inflicted on him was 
answered he was onc6 more restored to peace, and ad- 
mitted to the holy Tabernacle : where he poured forth 
his soul in tbank^l acknowledgments of the goodness 
of the LoRD« and promises of future obedience. 

When David found his latter end approaching, he 

made known to his people that Solomon was aj^inted 

6 to 
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to suceeed him ia th« tSurone, caused him to be i^iointed 
in his life tbne, acquainted him with tl^e covenant of the 
L0RB9 and exhorted him to observe the conditions of 
it. 

Whilst we are endeavouring to obtain # just idea of 
the oharacler of David, we must not omit to mention 
his collection of Psalms, a treasury of Divine instructioiiy 
of inestimable value, which, as long as the world lasts, 
must be held in the highest estimation by pious persons; 
for these divine hynahis are so adapted to the common 
ocoa^ons of Ufe, that every one, from the highest mo- 
narch to the meanest slave, may appropriate them to his 
vse : tbey teach us not only kou> Gon must be worship- 
f>ed, but furnish us also with the means of doing it in 
-the moat acoeptable manner : the afflicted may pray, the 
sinner expfess contritionj and the happy rejoice before 
the Lord, in the very words of David 1 national cala- 
mities may be deplored, and national mercies acknow- 
' ledg«d by theae divine compositions : the harmonious 
concert may be sanctified by such heavenly strains, and 
the adless AOtes ^f the humblest christian, dignified by 
the poetry of the street singer oflsraeL Many of the 
Psalms begtii with prayer or praise, and end with assu- 
rances to the humble and penitent,^ that the Lord will 
•preserve and protect all those who trust in Him. In 
•aucfa passages, we may clearly discern the marks of 
Divine inspiration ;, as4 they were certainly dictated by 
the Holt/ Spiritf for the consolation, not only of David, 
but of every one else who will avail himself of this 
Divine bounty; and even the curses which David, in the 
character of king of Israel, denounced against the idol- 
atrous nations may serve as admonitions to us,. since 
they point out the crimes for which those sinners were 
€le8tFoy«d : let us then examine our hearts by iheniy and 
if we €md m .them any inclinatioa to commit such sins 

voL.ni. H JSifk 
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as are therein deprecated, let us make haste to repent, 
lest the Lord cast vs out also for rebellion against lum: 
but we must be careful not to apply these curses to such 
as have injured us, for no christian can be in the same 
situation DaVid was when he penned them ; and besides, 
"we have an express command^ to love our enemies ^ fa 
bless f and curse not.' 

From David's history we may learn, that a man after 
God's oton heart, is one who makes the Divine will the 
general rule of his life ; who has a fervent zeal for the 
honour of God, and a benevolent regard to the happi- 
ness of mankind ; who is patient in adversity, humble 
in prosperity ; who examines his own heart, to see if 
there is any way of wickedness in him ; acknowledges 
his sins with shame and repentance, and avoids the re- 
petition of them ; who aspires after that perfection of 
goodness, which human nature in its present state 
cannot attain to : and who trusts to the infinite mercy 
of God for pardon, esteeming the dwinejavour as the 
highest blessing he can enjoy, and longifi^ to be ad- 
mitted to those blissful regions, where, freed from his 
present passions and temptations, he may render more 
acceptable service to the greatest and best of Beings. 

The Lord vindicated his own honour by shewmg dis- 
pleasure against David for his crimes, and caused the 
history of this king to be written in the scriptures for 
the edification of the world ; if we turn it into ridicule, 
we despise the admonitions of the Lord; and if we 
harden ourselves in sin, instead of amending our lives by 
David's example, and reproach Gh>D for calling him the 
man after his avon heart, tue blaspheme his Holy Name; 
therefore let us never join in such profime conversation, 
as it will -prove that we are neither well grounded in 
religion, nor acquainted with sacred history, and that we 
want to find pretences for continuing in wickedness* 

SECTION 
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SECTION XltXIlI. 

SOLOMOV REIGNETH — ^ADONIJAH PUT TO DEATH. 

From 1 Kings f Chap.u* 

Thbk sat Solomon upon the throne of David hi^ 
father^ and his kingdom was established greatly. 

And Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Batb- 
ilieba, the mother of Solomon, and she said^ Comest 
thott peaceably? And he said. Peaceably. 

He said mcnreovery I have something to say unto thee* 
And she said» Say on. 

And he said. Thou knowest that the kingdom was 
mine, and that all Israel set their faces on me^ that I 
ihouldre^; howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and 
18 become my brother's : for it was his from the Lord. 

And now I ask one petition of thee, deny me not* And 
she said unto him. Say on. 

And he said, ISpeak, I pray tliee, unto Solomon the 
king (for he will not say thee nay) that he give me 
Abishag the Shunamite to wife. 

Bath-sheba therefore went unto king Solemon, to 
ipeak unto hkn for Ad<mijah : and the king rose up to 
meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down 
on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king's 
mother, and she sat on his right hand. 

Then she said, I desire one small petition of thee, I 
pray thee say me not nay. And the king said unto 
her. Ask on, my mother, for I will not say thee nay. 

And she said, Let Abishag the Shunamite be given to 
Adonijah thy brother to wife* 

And king Solomon answered and said imto^s mo« 
ther, And why dost thou ask Abldiag the Slmnamite for 

H 2 Adonijah > 
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Adonijah ? ask for him the kingdom aldo ; (for he k 
mine elder brother :) even for him, and for Abiathar 
the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah. 

Then king Solomon swore by the Lord, saying, God 
do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah have not spoken 
this word against his own life. 

Now therefore, as the Lord liveth, which hath esta* 
blished me, and set me on the throne of David mjr 
father, and who hath made me an house, as he pro- 
mised, Adonijah shall be put to death this day. 

And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the 
son of Jehoiada, and he fell upon him that he died. 

And unto Abiathar the priest said the king. Get thee 
to Anathoth, unto thine own fields, for thou art worthy 
of death : but I will not at this time put thee to death, 
because thou barest the ark of the Lord God before 
David my father, and because thou hast been afflicted 
in all wherein my father was afflicted. 

So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest 
unto the Lord ; that he might flilfil the word of the 
Lord, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in 
Shiloh. 

Then tidings came to Joab, (for Joab had turned afler 
Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom) and 
Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the Lord, and caught 
held on the horns of the altar. 

And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled unto 
the tabernacle of the Lord, and behold he is by the 
altar : then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, 
saying. Go fall upon him. 

And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Lord, 
and said unto him. Thus saith the king, Come forth. 
And he said, Nay, but I will die here. And Benaiah 
brought the king word again, saying, Thus said Joaby 
and thus he answered me. 

And 
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. And the king said unto him. Do as he hath said, and 
fall upon him, and bury him; that thou mayest take 
away the innocent blood which Joab shed from me, and 
from the house of my father'. 

And the Lord shall return his blood upon his own 
Lead) who fell upon two men nK>re righteous and better 
than he> and slew them with the sword, my father David 
not knowing thereof,, to wit, Abner the son of Ner, 
captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of 
Jether, captain of the host of Judah« 

Their blood sh^ll therefore return upon the head of 
Joab, and upon the head of his seed for ever: but upon 
David, and upon his seed, and upon his house, and upon 
his throne, shall there be peace for ever from the Loud. 

So Benaiah the son of Jehoida went up, and fell upon 
him, and slew him; and he was buried in his own house 
in the wilderness. - 

And the king put Benaiah the sonof Jehoiadain his 
room over the host ; and Zadok the priest did the king 
put in the room of Abiathar. 

And the king sent and called for Shitnei, and said unto 
him, Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, 
and go not forth thence any whither. 

For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and 
passest over the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for ccr« 
tain, that thou shalt surely die : thy blood shall be upon 
thine own head. 

And Shimei said unto the king. The saying is good : 
as my lord the king hath said, so will thy servant 'do« 
And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days. 

And it came to pass ^t the end of three years, that 
two of the servants of Shimei ran away unto Achish the 
son of Maacah king of Gath : and they told Shimei, 
•aylngy Behold thy servants be in Gath. 

H^ And 
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And Shimei arose and saddled his ass, and went to 
Gath to Achish to seek his servants ; and Shimei went 
and brougl^t his servants from Gath. 

And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from 
Jerusalem to Gath, and was come again. 

And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto 
him, Did I not make thee swear by the Lord, and pro- 
tested unto thee, saying, Know for a certain, that on the 
day thou goest out, and walkest abroad any whither, that 
thou shalt surely die ? and thou saidst unto me^ The 
word that I bave heard, is good. 

Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the Lord, 
and the commandment that I have charged thee with ? 
The king said moreover to Shimei, Thou knowest all 
the wickedness which thine heart is privy to, that thou 
didst to David my father : therefore the Lord shall re* 
turn thy wickedness upon thine own head ; and king 
Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David 
shall be established before the Lord for ever. 

So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jeboiada 
which went out and fell upon him, and he died : and the 
kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

No sooner was Solomon seated on the throne, than 
Adonijahbegan to renew his scheme of dispossessing him; 
and with this view he desired to have Abishag,^ who had 
formerly been one of David's wives. Solomon promised 
him, when he fled to the altar on a former occasion, 
** that if he tvotdd shew hinuelfa tvorth^ man^ he should 
remain in safety: bui that, if there xvas any tjoay ofmch 
edness in him^ he should surely die:** therefore Solomon 
was fully justified in causing him to be put to death, 
since the welfare of the public required it ; and it was 

Solomon's 
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Solomon's duty to put the law of 600 exactly in* execu- 
tion against all offenders, without having respect to af* 
finity of blood; because, he sat in the throne of the 
LORD JEHOVAH over Israel^ andwas not at liberty to 
consult his <non inclinations in respect to the punishment 
of those who wished to dispossess the Lord's vicegerent. 

As for Joaby he soon gave proofe of his disloyalty, and 
furnished Solomon with a fair pretence for condemning 
him to death for treasonable practices ; but it seems, that 
he had before resolved to punish him for the murders of 
Abner and Amasa. Whoever recollects the cruel circum* 
itances with which Joab perpetrated those crimes, must 
own, that it would have been a great encouragement to 
wickedness, if the^re^ hairs of such a notorious sinner 
had been suffered to go doton to the grave in peace, 

Abiathar, as high priest, should have devoted himself 
entirely to the service of God, instead of co-operating 
with those who were endeavouring to supersede the 
king, who was appointed of the Lord; therefore he was 
unworthy to fill that holy office ; but, in reverence to 
the Lord, whose minister he was, though unworthy of 
that high honour, Solomon forbore to put him to death. 
Abiathar was the last priest of the house of £li, Zadok 
wag a descendant of Eliazar. We must not suppose 
that there were two high-priests in the time of David, 
Contrary to the original institution, though Zadok and 
Abiathar are sometimes mentioned together ; but pro- 
bably on account of the ark being in one place, and 
the brazen altar for burnt sacrifices at another, the 
high-priest had an assistant. Abiathar seems to hav6 
had the pre-eminence till 'the latter end of David's 
reign, when he was rejected for opposing God's will in 
respect to Solomon's succession to the crown; and 
Zadok was anointed, but did not take the office upon 
him, till Solomon divested Abiathar of it, 
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By the reverence which Solomon shewed to his mo^ 
ther, we may conclude, that he would have complied 
with her request, if it had been lawful for him to do so r 
but Bath-sheba had never considered the consequences 
of it ; she therefore, we may conclude, readily absolv- 
ed her son from his promise, when she was taught to 
see Adonijah's petition in a proper light* 

Achish, the king of Gath, had been so great a friend 
to David, that though David had conquered the Phi- 
listines, he suffered him sti]! to retain the title of a 
king, and only made him tributary ; so that there was 
a friendly correspondence between his city and Jerusa* 
lem, by which means Shimei might easily hear that his 
servants were there ; but he should have sent another 
to seek them ; and he certainly drew his punishment 
upon his own head, because he was forewarned of the 
consequences of his presuming to go out of Jerusalem, 
and by doing so he gave reason to suspect that be had 
seditious purposes in view. 

What is supposed to be the true interpretation of Da- 
vid's dying injunction respectingShimei,hasbeen already 
explained: and we find that Solomon, who #as the msesf 
ofmen^ put the same construction on his father's words. 
His treatment to Shimei furnishes us with a sufficient 
answer to those who censure David on this head *• 

SECTION 

* I have hitherto avoided the di&cassion of Bath-sheba's charac* 
ter, for the same reasons which deterred me from entering into every 
particiilar of Pavid*s conduct in respect to Uriah j but it may be ne- 
cessary to observe that it appears from~Solomoirs respectful trcat- 
jnent of her, and from some expressions in the Proverbs, that slie was 
in her general behaviour an amiable woman, not that this justifies her 
crime. She certainly was a partaker in David's sin; and, we may 
conclude, a partner also in his sorrow, remorse, and chastisement. 
It is a needless question to enquire, why David was not corartianded 
lb put her away, since we have in the New Tcftaraent cleai and 



{ m ) 

« 

SECTION XXXIV. 

SOLOMON'^S sacrifices At GIBEOK — HIS DRtAlVf. 

From 2 Chron, Chap, i, and I Kings, Chap, in* 

And Solomon the son of David was strengthened ia 
hii kingdom, and the Loup his Gop was with hln^^ and 
magnified him exceedingly. , 

And Solomon loved the Loai>i walking in the sta^ 
tutes of David his father ;. only he sacrificed and humt 
incense in high places. 

Then Solomon spake unto all Israel, to the captains 
of thousands and of hundreds^ and to the judges, and 
to every governor in all Israel, the chief of the fathers. 

So Si^omon and all the congregation with him went 
to the high place that was at Gibeon : for there was the 
tabernacle of the congregation of Gop, which Moses 
the servant of the Lohd had made in tlie wilderness. 

But the ark of God had David brought up from^ 
Kirjath-jearim to the place which David had prepared 
fer it i for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem. 

Moreover, the brazen altar that Bezaleel the son of 
Uriy the son of Hur, had made, he put before the ta« 
bemacle of the Lord: and Solomon and. the cougre-- 
gation sought unto it* 

express liaws in respect fo adulterers; and tliereffire have no occa^ 
slon to refer to David's history in this particular : if we dO| it should 
be with a view to observe the unhappy consequences x)f his devia- 
tions from the niarriage law, instituted at the creation. The ouitora 
of the age authorised in some degree a plurality of wiv6s ; out wht>- 
ever considers the tenderness of David's disposition, and his par, 
ticiilar fondness for his sons, may conceive that he would have 
enjoyed more domcstiQ happiness had they been all the children of 
<me motfaen 
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In GibeoB the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night: and God said. Ask what I shall give thee. 
. And Solomon said. Thou hast shewed unto thy ser- 
vant David my father great mercy, according at he 
walked before thee in truth and in righteousness, and 
in uprightness of heart with thee, and thou hast kept 
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given hhn a 
son to sit on the throne, as it is this day. 

And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy ser^ 
vant king instead of David my father : and I am but as 
a little child: I know not how to go out or come in. 

And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which 
ihoa hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be num. 
bered nor counted for multitude. 

Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart, to 
judge thy people, that I may discern between good and 
bad : for who is able to judge this thy so great a peo* 
pie ? And the speech pleased the Lord,^ that Sdomon 
had asked this thing. 

And God said unto hkn. Because then hast asked 
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life, nei« 
ther hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life 
of thine enemies„but hast asked for thysdf understand* 
ing to discern judgment I Behold, I have done according 
to thy words : lo, I have given thee a wise and an under* 
standing heart, so that there was none like thee before 
thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 

And I have also given thee that which thou hast not 
asked, both riches and honour : so that there shall not 
be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes 
and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, 
then I will lengthen thy days. 

And Solomon awokci, and behold, it waa a dream i 

and 
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and he came to Jeruraleai, and utood before die ark of 
the coreBant of the Lorb, and c^ered up a thousand 
bur&t-o&riBgSy and offered peace-offisringSi and made 
a feast to all his servants. 

ANNOTATIONS Am REFLECTIONS. 

Notirithstanding Darid had taken such exferaordinarj 
pains to establish the public worship of Goo at Jeru- 
salem, it still remained irregular in some instances; 
particular in respect to sacrificing on High Places, 
which custom was practised by Abraham and the rest of 
the patriarchs throu^ necessity, as the wandering lirea 
they led would not admit of a settled place* Therefore 
cnrery high hill and every grove, where these faithful ser* 
vants asseml>led their &milies> in order to perform their 
devotions to Aluighty Gont, was sm^cti&ed by his ac- 
ceptance of their oferings, and became^ in the general 
sense of the word, the House of God to them. As soon 
as the Ark was deposited in the Tabemade, and holy 
ordinances were appointed of the Lord, it became ua* 
lawful for the Israelites to ofier burnt-sacrifices at any 
other place but the Brazen Altar ; and that the peo* 
pie might have an opportunity of resorting to it cm pro^ 
per occasions^ the Tabernacle, with the Ark, and all 
the appurtenances of hoty worship, were carried about 
and set up, wherever the children of Birael rested dur-^ 
ing their joum&jrings towards the land of Canaan, till 
at length it was fixed at Shiloh* 

We have read, how greatly this sinful people corruftet^ 
the worship of Gron, by mixing with idolatrous naiioasf 
and we know, that when the goodness of God recalled> 
them to a sense of their duty by chastisements, they sooir 
drew his anger upon them again by firesh provocations, 
so thi^ the Divine Presence did not constantly abide 
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with them ; for the Ark was ne^ected, and few thought 
or desired to have recourse to it ; biit instead of tbat^ 
many who professed to adore the true Goo, worshipped 
him according to the customs and rites whidi other 
nations practised toward idols* 

The Israelites had preserved the Tabernacle, with 
the identical Brazen Altar, Sec. made according to the 
directions of Moses, by Bezaleel, and fixed it at Gibe- 
on, where Uie sons of Eli had brought it into disrepute, 
by their abominable profknations ; and made the peo- 
ple suppose, that their iracrifices might be more effica- 
cious, if offered on altars erected where their fbrefatherff 
had sacrificed* Numbers however still resorted to the 
Holy Altar; but the service was incomplete, as the 
Ark was separated from it; and even the prophet 
Samuel, in compliance with the custom of ike ^imes, 
offered sacrifices on High Px.aces. 

Ti has been related, with what solemnity David con- 
ducted the Ark to Jerusalem ; and there is no doubt but 
that it was his intention to remove the Tabernacle also, 
had he been penmtted to execute hk purpose of builds 
ing a Temple / but as he was commanded to consign: 
that work to his son, David contented himself with giv- 
ing directions concerning every particular to Solomon,, 
who continued to follow the usual mode of worship, tilL 
such time as the Home of the Lorb should be built*. 
We find however that he went to GiBEOif, in order to 
add all possible solemnity to his great sacrifice. It 
is supposed, from the number of oxen, &c. which So*» 
lomon is said to have offered at Gibeon, that he ex- 
tended the festival ; and instead of keeping it seven^ 
days, as the law required, continued sacrificing every 
day, till he had offered the number of victims related* 
t Itis very prpbable, that during this solemnUy Solomea 

made 
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made tfie fbQowibg exoeUent reflections, wfeicb^ ar^ 
presenred m die Apocry|Aal Book, called the Book of 
Wisdom ♦. 

Wisdom reacheth from one end to an^iker mightily i 
and sweetfy doth she ordef* ail thhgs. 

In that she is eonversant with Gob^ she ntagnifieth her 
nchility : yea^ the Lord of all things Hims^l&oed her. 
For she is prifvy to the mysteries cf the knowledge of 
Gw), and a lover of His worhs. 

If riches be a possession to be desired in this life ; wha6 
is richer than 'wisdom that worheth all things f 

And if prudence worky who of M that wre^ is a more 
cvnniftg workman than she f • • 

Andtfa man love righteousness^ her labours are virtues^ 
for she teacheth temperance and prudence, ju^ice and/or-^ 
tittule, which are such things as mem can have nothings 
fn^e profitable in their Hfe^ 

If a man desire much experience^ she knoweth things of 
eldy and conjectureth aright what is to come ;t she know^ 
eth the subtillies qfspeeehes, and can expound darkseum, 
tences .* sheforseeth signs and wondersy and the eveuitcf 
seasons and times. 

Therefore I purpose to take her to Hve with^me, knovj*^ 
ing that she will be a cotmsellor of good things^ and a 
comfort m eares and grief 

For her sake I shall have estimation among the multi^ 
Me, and honour •mth tlte elders^ though I be young, 

I shall be found of a qakek conceit in Judgment, and 
ekaU be admired in the sight of great men. 

When I hold 9fty tongue they shall bide my Uisure / and 
^hen I speak they shall give good ear unto me: if I talk 
^"^chj they shnll lay their hands upon their mouth. 

* Wodom of Sol<uaoD» viii, ix. 

Moreover 
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Mdrecfverf ly the meam of her^ I shatt obtain inmor* 
talUpf and leave behind me an everlastuig memorial to 
them that come after mem 

I shall set the people in order , and the natiims shaU he 
m^fect unto me* 

Horrible tyrants shall be qfraid when th^ do but hear 
of me: I shall be found good among the multitude, and 
valiant in war. 

After I am come into mine house, IwHl repose snyself 
with her: for her conversation hath no bitterness: and 
to Itoe with her, hath no sorrow, but mirth and Joy . 

Now when I considered these things in myself, and 
pandered them in miste heta-t, how that to be aOied vnt^ 
wisdom, is immortality. 

And great pleasure it is to have her friendship ; and in 
iheworks of her handsare infinite riches, and in the exercise 
of conference with her, prudence ; andin taking with her, a 
good report : I went about seeking how to take her to me^ 

Nevertheless, when I perceived that I could not others 
wise obtain her, except Gon gave her me, (and thai was 
a point of wisdom also to know whose gift she was J I 
prayed unto the LaaD, and besought him, and with my 
whole heart I said : 

O God of my fathers, and Lorp o/* mercy, xoho ha$t 
made all things with thy word. 

And ordained man through thy wisdom, that he should 
have dominion over the creatures which thou hast made. 

And order the world according to equity and righteous^ 
ness, and executejudgment with an upright hearts 

Give me wisdom that sitteth upon Thy throne, and 
r^ect me not from among Thy chUiU'en : 

For I thy sertant and son of Tkine handmaid, am a 
feeble person, and of a short time, and too young for the 
understanding of Judgment and laws. 

for though a man be never so perfect among the children 
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tfmm ; yei ^ Thg miidim be not wiih him^ he ehaU he 
iwiimg regarded* 

ThQu ktut ckaeem me to be a king of Tky peopkf and 
tij^c of Thy sone and daughters : 

Thou hast commanded me to build a temple upon Th^ 
kofy mountp and an edtar in the city wherein Thou dweU 
1^9 a. resemblance of the holy tabernacle tshieh Thou hast 
freparedfrom the beginning. 

And ms^m ivas with Thee : which knoweth Thy works^ 
and woe presetit when Thou modest the world f and knewr 
vthat was acceptable in Tby eighty and right in Thy com* 
moMdmentSm 

0. seadbtrosiiofT^ holy heaoens, and/rom the throne 
of Thy glory f that being present she may labour with me, 
that I may know what is pleasing unto Thee. 

For she knoweth and understandeth all things^ and she 
tkall lead me soberly in my doings, and preserve mc in 
her power 

So shall my works be acceptable, and then shall I 
judge Thy, people righteously , and be worthy to sit in 
nn/fatker*s seat. 

For what man is he that can know the counsel of Go0 { 
or who can think what the mill of the Lord is f 

For the thoughts of mortal men are miserable, and our 
devices are but uncertain. 

For the corruptible body presseth down the soul, and 
the earthly tabernacle weigheth down the mind that mU'^ 
seth upon many things. 

And hardfy do we guess aright at things that are upon 

earth, and with liUnmr do we find the things that are before 

us : but the things that arein heaven who hathsearched out^ 

And Thy counsel who hath known, except Thou give 

wisdom, and send Thy Holy Spirit from above f 

For so the ways of them which lived on the earth were 
reformed ; and men were taught the things that areplea* 
sing unto TheCf and were saved through wisdom. 
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Sxxch we may reasonably conclixde were Sotomonli 
meditations, and such was his prayer, when he retired to* 
rest at Gibeon ; and as his prayer was perfectly consis- 
tent with the Divine wiU, it pleased the LoaB to keep th^ 
Jacuhies of his tTNDEiisTAKDrNG awake by a miracalous 
power, after his senses werein respect to worldly affiurs 
locked up in sleep; by which means Soloraoa retained 
the IDEAS that had before occupied his mind, andconti. 
Bued his devotions in themanner related in thescnptvre 
part of this section f which is exactly to* the same eSeQt)^ 
on which it pleased the Almigrtt fo appear to him* 
When Solomon awaked, he was satisfied in respect to 
the reality of this vision which must have been very 
different from a common dream ; nor could he possibly 
mistake it, for, without doubt,^ those appearances by 
which God manifested lu» Divine Pass encb, were very 
different from any thing liiat the creation furnishes to 
our view, or the most lively imagination can conceive^ 
We read indeed of God ^s appearing in Jire^ in a cloud, m 
the human Jbrm, &c. but we find that the Deity wasf 
always displayed by some circumstance which served to 
distinguish the CRSAToa, from the cPeature*^ 

Solomon was farther convinced by the- enlargement of 
his capacity, that the Lord had granted the desire of his 
heart ; for he was not only endued with abilities to dis^ 
charge the duties of his exalted station^ but with asto-^ 
nishing knowledge of the whole circle of human- arty 
and sciences * ; and as a farther reward for his proper re* 
quest, and encouragement to him to keep in the path of 
Wisdom, the Lord vouchsafed to renew the covenaxk 
He had formerly made in his name with David.. 

The Wisdom for which Selomoa prayed was a pmprr 
to discern between good and bad, that he might be enabled: 

♦ WiidoBi of Solomon, vii.- 

ta 
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to act, on aQ occasionSy conformably to^ Ihe rules of 
piety and justice : this wisdom he received by the inu 
mediate inspiraticNi of God ; but even the humblest chris** 
tianmay now attain it by the study of the Sgrktures ; 
for Solomon, and other inspired men, were taught iha 
otT/o/'^^e Lord not merely for. their own sakes, but 
tl^t they might teach it to all who are desirous ot 
kaowing it. That .we may judge of the xxdue of Wisu 
DOM, it will be proper, bjefore we proceed in the his« 
tory, to consider in what it principally consisted^ and 
how highly it was prized by Solomon« 

SECTION XXXV* 

KZMO SOLOMON*8 INSTRUCTIOirS CONGERNIKO Il{& 

' VALU8 OF TRUB WISDOM, 

From ProverbSf Chap. iv. viiit 

HEARy ye children^ ihe instruct ioTiM of afathtr^ anct 
ottend to knew understanding. For I give you good 
doctrine J forsake you not my law. ♦ 

I was my father'* s soity tender and only beloved in the sight 
of my mother;, he taught me also, and taid unto mc, let thy 
hart retain my words^ keep my commandments and live 

Get wisdom^ get understanding .-forsake her not, and 
she shall preserve thee : love her, and she shall keep thee ;. 
she shall give to thine head an ornament cf grace : or 
crown of glory skaH she deliver to thee. 

Wisdom is better than rubies : and all the thinge that 
can be desired^ are not to be compared to it» 

Be not xvise hi thine own eyes ^fear the Lord, and de^ 
part from evil. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom; and the knowledge of the Holy is under standingv 
^ht fear of the Lord istohate evily pride , andarrogancy^ 

Trust in the Lq r d with all thine heart i and lean not to^ 

thi/iA 
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thitte own undentanding : in all thy WBi/i acknowledge 
Hintf and He shall direct thy paths. Put away from ikee 
afroward mouth ; and preverse lips put far from thee; 
that thou mayest walk in the way of good men, and keep 
the path of the righteous, _ 

The way of the wicked. is as darkness^ they know not at 
what they stumble : but the path of the just is as the shi* 
ning light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect day* 

The curse of the Lord is in the house of the wicked; 
hut He biesselh the habitation of the just : surely he 
scemeth the scorner ; but giveth grace to the lowly. 

Keep sound wisdom and discretion, so shall they be life 
unto thy soul •* then shaltthou walk in thy way safely, and 
thy foot shall not stumble. When thou liest down thou 
shaU not be afraid : yea, thou shalt lay down and thy 
sleep shall be sweet :for tlie hoRjy shall be thy confidence. 

Happy is the man thatfindelh Wisdom, and the man 
that getteth Understanding. Length of days are tn 
her right hand ; and in her left hand, riches arid honour. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness ; and all her paths 
are peace. She is a tree of life to them th^U lay hold upon 
her J and happy is every one that retaineth her. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This is a small portion of the book of Provorbs, which 
consists of a xoUeetio^ of wise maxims, written by king 
Solomon : the whole deserves tlie most attentive and dili- 
gent perusal : but it wDl be sufficient to point out at pre* 
sent, that by Wisdom and Understanding Solomon 
evidently meant Rkligious Wisdom ; a knowledge of 
the will of God, and of the various duties he requires us 
to perform. By the Fear * of the Lord, which is said 
to be the beginning of this Wisdom ; we are to under- 

* Bubop Sherlock's Sermons. 

itand, 
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ftand^a just and proper notion and conception of God, 
founded on reverence, admiration, honour, and love of 
God ; which will incline us to seek his protection and 
favour, and induce us to put our whole trust and confi- 
deqce in his infinite mercy and goodness* This trust 
in God will naturally be productive of peace and tran<* 
quiUity of mind, and will certainly obtain the blessing of 
God, which will render the practice of Religious Du- 
ties pleasant and delightful to us; and lead us at lisngtb 
to the attainment of EVfiRLASTiNG happiness : so that 
Solomon nught truly say, Religion is a Tree of Lif£ 
to all that lay hold upon her, and happy is every one 'who 
retaineth her P*. 

Such is the value of irue msdom; let us therefore 
tmxsxl^j endeavour to learn its precepts: they are 
scattered through the sacred writings, like stars in the 
firmament ; eadi separately viewed afifords only a gentle 
glimmering light; but if we can collect their rays, they 
will enlighten our minds so that we cannot mistake 
the path that leads to the regions of bliss. May that 
AufioHTY Being, who is l\\^founUun of all wisdom, 
assist us in the important pursuit I 

SECTION XXXVI. 
KINO Solomon's wise judgment. 

From 1 KingSf Chap. iii. 

Then came two women unto the king, and stood 
before him. 

And one woman said, O my lord, this woman and I 
dwell in one house : and we were together, and there 
was no stranger with us in the house., 

And this woman's child died in the night; because 
she overlaid it. 

And 
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And she arose at midnight, and took my. son from 
beside me, while thine handmaid alept, and laid it in 
her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. 

And when I arose in the morning to give my chHd 
suck, behold it was dead : but when I had considered 
it in the morning, behold, it was not my son, which I 
did bear. 

And the other woman said. Nay ; but the liring is 
tny son, and the dead is thy son : and this said. No ; 
but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son* Thus 
they spake before the king. 

Then said the king, The one saith. This is my son that 
liveth, and thy son is the dead : and the other saitb. 
Nay ; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living. 

And the^ king said. Bring nte a sword. And they 
brought a sword before the king. 

And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and 
give half to the one, and half to the other, ' 

Then spake the woman whose the living child was 
unto the king, (for her bowels yearned upon her sod,) 
and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and 
in no wise slay it: but the other said. Let it be neither 
mine nor thine, but divide it. 

Then the king answered and said,. Give her the living 
child, and in no wise slay it : she is the mother thereof. 

And b1\ Israel beard of the judgment which the king 
had judged, and they feared the king : for they saw 
that the wisdom oi God was in him to do judgment* 

ANNOTATIONS avd REFLECTIONS. 

The dispute between the two women was of sucban 
intricate nature as to require uncommon fienetration to 
unravel it ; for each asserted her right to the living child 
with equal earnestness^ and there were no witnesses to 

strengtiiett 
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strengthen the claim of either party. Solomon's expe- 
dient however effectually discovered the real parent* 
That careless wretch^ who had overlaid her own child, 
and, to cover her fault, had stolen her neighbour's, 
readily consented to the proposal of dividing the in- 
fant ; but parental love abhorred the shocking deed ; 
a»d the tender mother, solicitous at all events to pre- 
serve the life of her little darling, submitted, though 
Bot without the severest pangs, to resign it to her ad- 
versary. From what a weight of woe was her afflicted 
mind relieved, when she heard the king's gracious 
commands to deliver the child to her; which she doubt- 
less pressed to her bosom with raptures of delight, whilst 
her grateful tongue implored blessings on Solomon ! 

The young king gained great reputation by thfs wise 
decision, which procured him the reverence of his sub- 
jects, who were afraid of doing an unjust thing, when 
they saw that the wisdom xviih tiokich God had promised 
to endue him iuas in him / and on this account they both 
loved, and feured him. 

SECTION XXXVIL 

Solomon's wisdom — his prii^ces — nis daily piio* 

VISIONS — THE EXTENT OF HIS KINGDOM. 

From 1 Kings, Chap, iv. 

And Solomon was king over all Israel. And Gop 
gave Solomon wisdom and understanding, exceeding 
much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is 
on the sea-shore. 

And Solomcm's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all 
the children o^the east country, and all the wisdom of 
Egypt. 

For he was wiser than all men ; than Ethan the Ez- 
rahite, and Heman^ and Chalcol, and Darda, the somi 

of 
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of Mahol : and his fame wag in all the nations round 
about. 

And he spake three thousand proTerbs : and his songi 
were a thousand and five* 

And he spake of trees, irom the cedar tree that is in 
Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of Uie 
wall : he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creep* 
ing things, and of fishes. 

And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of 
JSolomon, from all Idngs of the earth, which had heard 
of his wisdom. 

And these were the princes which he had. Asanah 
the son of Zadek the priest. Elihoreph and Ahiah the 
sons of Shisha, scribes. Jehoshaphat the son of Alihud 
the recorder. 

And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the host: 
and Zadok was high priest. And Azariah the son of 
Nathad was over the officers : and Zabud the son of 
Nathan was principal officer, and the king's friend. 

And Ahishur was over the houshold : and Adoniram 
the son of Abda was over the tribute. 

And Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, 
which provided victuals for the king's houshold, and 
for all that came to king Solomon's table ; each man 
his month in a year. Barley and straw also for the horses 
and dromedaries, brought they unto the place where 
the officers were, each man according to his charge. 

And Solomon's provision for one day, was thirty mea- 
sures of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal. 

Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, 
and an hundred sheep, besides harts and roebucks, ^- 
low-deer, and fatted fowl. 

Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by 

the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making 

merry. 
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And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every nian under 
his vine and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to Beer- 
ihd>a all the days of Solomon, 

And Solomon reigned over all kii^doms, from the 
rirer unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the 
border of Egypt : they brought presents and served 
Solomon all the days of bis life. And he had peace on 
all sides round about him. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Egjrptians aad Chaldeans were, in the days of 
Solomon renowned for wisdom, and yet he excelled 
them all; for the Lord enabled him, without the usual 
toil of study, to understand every branch of knowledge 
to which he implied his mind. He had likewise an ex- 
traordinary power of judging in respect to matters of 
prudence and policy, which he displayed in the ar- 
rangement of his domestic affairs, and the regulation of 
his kingdom. By having purveyors in every division 
of it, who provided for the king's houshold in regular 
rotation, industry was encouraged, and wealth diffused 
amongst his «id)jects, because all had their turn in re- 
ipect to the sale of their different commodities ; and 
every man dwelt safely, for the king invaded no one's 
property. 

The number of kings, who were tributary to Solomon, 
added also to the riches and grandeur of his kingdom ; 
none of them offered to give him disturbance, but were 
happy in their dependence on such a monarch. His 
native subjects rejoiced in the ample performance of 
the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; for 
they were multiplied to an astonishing degree, and put . 
in possession of every ineans of happiness this world 
could afford : so that they had no cause to be solicitous 

for 
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fer any thing, but to secure the blessing &f the Lord^ 
which they had been repeatedly assured would reward 
their obedience ; and this blessing included the promise 

of EVERLASTING FELICITY. Hnppy VSCTC the pCGpk 

Hnho were in such a case ; yea^ blessed tvere the peopk 
toho had the LordJ^ thdr God. 

SECTION XXXVIII. 

HIRAM KiNO OF TYRE SBKDETH TO COKGRATUL'ATB 
SOLOMON — THEY MAKE AN ALLIANCE TOGETHER. 

From 1 Kings, Chap* v. 2 Chron. Chap. iL 

And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto So- 
lomon ; (for he had heard that they had anointed him 
king in the room of his father) for Hiram was ever a 
lover of David. 

And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying. Behold I build 
an house for the name of the Lord my GoD| to dedi- 
cate it to him. 

Thou knowest how that David my father could ^ot 
build an house unto the name of the Lord his God, 
for the wars which were about him on every side, until 
the Lord put them under the soles of his feet. 

But now the Lord my God hath given me rest on 
every side, so that there is neither adversary nor erii 
occurrent. 

And behold, I purpose to build an house unto the 
name of the Lord my God, as the Lord apake unto 
David my father, saying, Thy son, whom I will set 
upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build an house 
unto my name. And the hopse which I build is great : 
for great is our God above all gods. 

But who is able to build him a house, seeing the hea* 
Ten and heaven of heavens cannot contam him? who am 

Ithen 
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I then that I should build him an house, save only to 
•hum sacrifice before him ? Send me now therefore a 
man cunning to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass, 
and in iron, and in purple, and in crimson, and blue, 
and that can skill to grave with the cunning men that 
are with me in Jiidah and in Jerusalem, whom David 
my &ther did provid6» 

Send me also cedar trees^ fir-trees, and algum-trees, 
out of Lebanon ; for I know that thy servants can skill 
to cut timber in Lebanon : and beholdmy servants shall 
be with thy servants, even to prepare me timber in 
abundance : for the house which I am about to build, 
shall be wonderfully great. 

And behold, I will give to thy servants, the hewers 
that cut timber, twenty thousand measures of beaten 
wheat, and' twenty thousand measures of barley, and 
twenty thousand baths of wine, and twenty thousand 
baths of oil. 

As thou didst deal witli David my father, and didst 
send him cedars to build him an house to dwell therein, 
even so deal with me. 

And it came to pass when Hiram heard the words of 
Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and he answered in 
writings saying. Because the Lohd hath loved his 
{>eopI^ he hath made t^e king over them. 

Blessed be the Loft o Gon of Israel that'made heaven 
and earthy who hath given to David tlie king a wise 
son, endued- with prudence and understanding, that he 
might build an house for the Loud, and an house for 
4)is kingdom. » 

r have considered the things t^iat thou sentest to me 
ftr : and* I will do all thy desire concerning timber of 
•cedar, and concerning timber of fir. 

And now^I have sent a cunning man, endued with 
vndisrstanc^og, of Huram my father's ; the son of a 
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woman of the daughters of Dan, and his father was a 
roan of Tyre ; skilful to work in gold, and in silver, in 
brass, in iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, 
and in fine linen, and in crimson ; also to grave any 
manfier of graving, and to (ind out every device which 
shall be put to him, with thy cunning men, and with Uie 
cunning men of my lord David thy father. 

Now therefore the wheat, and the barlevt the oil, and 
the wine which my lord hath spoken of, let him send 
unto his servants ; and we will cut wood out of Leba- 
non, as much as thou shalt need : and we will bring it 
to thee in floats by sea^ to Joppa ; and thou shalt carry 
it up to Jerusalem. 

So Hiram gave Solomon cedar^trees, and fir-trees, 
according to all his desire* 

And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures 
•f wheat for food to his household, and twenty mea- 
sures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to Hiram year 
by year. 

And 0)ey two made a league. together* And kin^ 
Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel ; and the levy * 
was thirty thousand men. 

And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month 
by courses : a month they were in Lebanoni and two 
months at home : and Adoniram was over the lery. 

And Solomon numbered all the strangers that were in 
tlie land of Israel, after tlie numbering wherewith 
David his father had numbered them ; and they were 
found an hundred and fifty thousand and three thousand 
and six hundred. 

And he set threescore and ten thousand of them to 
be bearers of burdens, and fourscore thousand to be 
hewers in the mountain, and three thousand and six 
hundred overseers to set the people to work. 

And all the people that were left of the Amorites, 

Hittites, 
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Hittites, Pcrizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, which were 
not of the children of Israel, their children that were 
left after them in the land, whom the children of Israel 
also were not able utterly to destroy, upon those did 
Solomon levy a tribute of bond service unto this day. 

But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no 
bondsmen : but they were men of war, and his servants, 
and his princes^ and his captains, and rulers of his cha- 
riots, and his horsemen. 

And the king commanded, and they brought gre^t 
stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the 
foundation of the house. 

And Solomon's builders, and Hiram's builders did 
hew them, and the stone-squarers : so they preps^red 
•timber and stones to build the house. 

And Hiram king of Tyre furnished Solomon with 
gold according to his desire. 

And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion- 
geber, which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red 
/Sea, in the land of Edom. 

And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, shipmen that 
had knowledge of the sea, with the servants of Solomon. 

And they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence 
gold four hundred and twenty talents, and brought it 
to king Solopioq. - 

And the navy also of Hiram that brought gold 
from Ophir, brought in from Ophir, great pliBnty of 
tlgum-trees, and precious stones. 

And Solomon had linen yam brought out of Egypt ; 
the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price, 

# 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It has been already mentioned, that Tyre and Sid<m 
wereiamous trading cities : they lay near the Sea, in the 

1 2 border 
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border of Israel. Tfaeir inliabitants bad never been at 
enmity with Israel, excepting when they joined the 
general confederacy, and David was* not commissioned 
to destroy them. It is said of Hiram their king, (who 
is supposed to have been the son of that monarch' who 
supplied Dwrid with materials for his city) that he toas 
ever a lover of David; and we have reason to think that 
he was a worshipper of the true God, though he might 
not have had power to reform his subjects. 
/ Lebanon was a noble forest in the north of Canaan, 
included in the grant of that land to Israel, so that 
Solomon was a proprietor of all its products ; but his 
subjects wha had been mostly trained to war in David's 
time, were now chieily employed in cultivating and 
dispensing the plenty of their land, and were not skilled 
like the Stdonmns in arts and manufactures ; but they 
were able to spare com, and other valuable commo- 
dities, in return ^ the assistance they required from 
their neighbours* 

The alliance with Hiram wai convenient to Solomon 
in- another particular of great consequence to his work ; 
which WM the skill of the Tyriani in maritime affairs, 
in- which it seems the Israelites were deficient. No 
nation in- those days was so well acquainted with navi- 
gation as we are at this time ; for the use of the load- 
stone-was as yet undiscovered, and having no compasses, 
slHps. could not venture far but to sea, Sut made only 
what are called coasting voyages. 

Hiiram, the man who was sent by Hiram, seems like 
Beeobeel ta have been endued with peculiar ingenuity, 
in order to qualify him for preparing the ornaments of 
the temple; his assistance must have l^^en es&oemed by 
Solomon a valuable acquisition. 

Those among the Canaanites, who had embraced the 
true-religion, were allowed to dwell with the Israelites, 
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and there is ne doubt but dieir lives were made comfort- 
able to Ihem ; and by being. emplojed in preparations 
for the temple, they were in some measure sanctjfied; 
for, though^ a laborious, it was an honourable business; 
and on this account the Israelites thought it no disgrace 
to hew timber, and cut marble and stone, to be wrought 
by the Tyrian masons and carvers. Different workmen 
were employed in levelling mount Moriah, hi order to 
prepare it for the foundation of the temple. 

From the interchange of commodities between Sok)« 
mon and Hirabi, we may tdce occaaion to observe the 
great advdnlages df ComMEnoML. Gkm has scattered his 
bouoly «moog all lands ; , but every country produces 
isome things peculiar to itself and cbsirable to othei*s, 
wliich lead men to travel from place to place, in order to 
prodare those convemico^iea and delicad^ which are 
Hot to bfe Ibimd at home :' and «8,they carry with thdm 
what others wish to possess, th^ ate joyfully received, 
«Mid mUiB^ly s^pi^l^ : lly this means the oanh ttfight 
become one great family, t^ceiviog aasistanoe fbora 
4Mrl>rcJtfa*8&, abd sharing amongst them %he gifts of 
4heilr Hbavemlt Fath^er. Those nations who live 
•secluded <are generally savage amd ferocious; but com- 
merce introduces the arts of civilizatien, and serves as 
a means of propagating true religion and humanity. 



SECTION XXXIX, 

THE BUILDING OF SOLOMQM'S TEMPLfi. 

From 1 KingSy Chofp. vi, 2 Ckron. Chap, iii, m 

V 

And it came to pass in the four hundred andeightieth 
yedx after the children cyf Israel were come out of the land 
of Egypt} in the fourth year of Solmnon's reign o^r 
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Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, 
that he began to build the house of the Louo. 

In mount Moriah, where the X»ord appeared unto 
David his father, in the threshing-Eoor of Oman tl>e 
Jebusite. 

David had given to Solomon his son the pattern of all 
that he had received by the Spirit, also gold and silver 
by weight, for all instruments of every kind of service. 

And the house when it was in building, was built of 
stone, made ready before it was brought thither : so 
that there was neither hammer, nor ax, nor any tool 
of iron heard in the house, while it was in building. 

And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying* 
Concerning this house which thou art in building, if 
thou wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my judg- 
ments, and keep all my commandments to walk in them: 
then will I perform my word with thee, which I spake 
unto David thy father. 

And I will dwell among the children q£ Israel, and 
will not forsake my people Israel. 

And Solomon built the walls of the house within with 
boards of cedar, both the floor of the house, and the 
walls of the ceiling: and he covered them on the in« 
side with wood, and covered the floor of the house 
with planks of fir. 

And the cedar of the house within was carved with 
knops, and open flowers : all was cedar, there was no 
stone seen; and he overlaid the house within with 
pure gold. 

And he garnished the house with precious stones 
for beauty, and the gold was gold of Parvainu 

And the oracle he prepared in the house within, to 
set there the ark of the covenant of the Loud. 

And in the most h(^y house he made two cherubitns 
of image work, and overlaid them with gold. 

The 



( 175 ) 

The wings of these cherubims spread themselves fortk 
twenty cubits : ahd they stood on their feet» and their 
faces were Inward. 

And he made a partition before the oracle with chains 
of gold. 

And he made the vail of blue» and purple^ and crim- 
son, and fine linen^ and wrought cherubims thereon. 

And he made also ten candlesticks of pure gold, and 
set five on the right handi and five on the left, with their 
lamps before the oracle. 

And for the entering of the oracle he made doors of 
olive tree. ' 

And against the wall of the house he built chambers 
round about, against the walls of the house round about, 
both of the temple, and of the oracle : and he niade 
chambers round about. And Solomon built a porch 
before the temple. 

- And he cast two pillars of brass, and two chapiters 
of molten brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars ; and 
viets of chequer work, and wreaths of chain work, seven 
for one chapiter, and seven for the other, with prome* 
granates : and the chapiters were of lily work. 

And he set up the pillars in the porch .of the tem- 
ple : and he set up the right pillar, and called the name 
thereof Jachin : and he set up the left pillar, and call- 
ed the name thereof Boaz. 

Moreover he made an altar of brass ; also a molten 
sea, and under it was the similitude of oxen ; it stood 
upon twelve oxen, three looking towards the north, 
three towards the west, three towards the south, and 
three towards the east. 

He made also ten lavers, and put five on the right 
hand and five on the left to wash in them : such things 
as they offered for the burnt-offering they washed in 
'^them but the sea was for the priests to wash in. 

14 He 
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He made also ten tables/ and placed them in t!ie 
templey five on the right side^ aiui five on the left. And 
he made an hundred basons of gold,^ and, vessels m 
l^reat abundance* 

Furthermore he made the cotrrt of the priests, and the 
4i;i^cat court, and dooi^ for the court overlaid with brass» 

And he built the inner court round about with three 
rows of hewed stones, and a row of cedar beams. 

And Solopion built the chambers round abput> and 
the treasures of the house of Qois and of the dedicat- 
ed things, namely, The TOoat-oferings, tlie^ftankin* 
cense, and the vessels, the tithes of the corm the new 
wine and the oil* and the offerings of the priests. 

And Solomon made « brazen soafibld, 4md sot kirn 
the midst of the ceurtf 

In the fourth y^mewwi the foundation of the lioiis^ 
of the Loud laid, in the month Zif. 

And the eleventh year, in the month Bui, (whiob is 
the eighth month) was the house finished, thrpqghoul 
all the parts ther>6of, and accordii^g U> all tbe fashion 
of it ; so was he seven years in building it. 

ANNOTATIONS and EEFLECTIONS. 

We have here a description of the mf^nificent tern* 
pie which Solomon erected to the name of the Lord 
in Jerusalem. 

The second day of tlie month Zif, on which it was 
begun, answered to our 27 th of April. Mount Moriah 
where it was situated, *«^as either a part of mount Sioo, 
or a hill of less compass near it. The front of the tem- 
ple was turned towards the east. 

It is not material to explain the exact dimensions of 
its several parts ; we may judge, from this general ac* 
count of it, that it was very capacious ; but a few par* 
ticulars irequice explanatioii^ 

There 
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'€tm, i^l^h'wws ttiiril&'in fhe AuyBOfMamsktid Solomon's 
n)iKPk.B ; 4m}fy m the f<3itmer #a6 deirig^red to be o€<^- 
iidnfl%«y^oved^^ii4fhelalt»rto be fi]Md,otiem» muie 
iXtaofe^^TVLlAenmeriah tlmni/be mher: tiieir use w$a 
the same^ to serve as a vepoiiitory for the Ar% loftke 
l%9l9i¥fftio^ YyWhic^ ttfif fatbe'i^i^dered asX}oi)'8^ftrthl3r 
fhftmey e«i%hkh he<fiianili»$ieid Itis BiHrnrs: Fn^Es&itck* 
Instead ^ tlie cttrtote imA bosii^ds whleh composed 
Ibe diiE»<om^Eq;miftRitft)ts afid^ourtti of the T&berna(<)e, 
^ Tetupte was bdilt with t^ n^t ^oi^tly stones and 
^bertb^cmildbef^rocitred^ aRdoriiamentedwiCh g^AiSi, 
lAhet, atid jew^h^ pQrdia»ed wl^ the na'km'al produce ^f 
Hot knd which Ifbe Lo»i> had sanctified; and wMi 
these con^^^kies were t^ foreign ftitifieers also paii. 
l^%fiit is (»]Ied the Houj^ otTbmpi/e, answered to 
the Holy Place or &AWCTtm^Y m tlite Tabernacle, 
The'Oa'A^L'fi UMiift f&t the reception df the ark was a 
'«^ai(e YOOtn ifrithin the temple. The Vail served to 
4kTi§e the HoiL^ Placb from the Mt>s^ fic^Lir, and 
there ^mei ft dootr<beside». The I'o^ch, which ^itood 
lfeft>pe fhe T^mpk sdded grandeur to the buiidhng; 
^d it 4iB 'Supposed ihat ihete ^e^ a v^aU to sepaififle 
^ebertn, «0 thu^t the TtiupLB^^ht Mand wholly by ji^lfy 
4ml «l^%e shtit Bp ocoasion^ly, 

2n t«dpei3t'to thenamb^rand nsesof ihe<Jiiii^9tfifE^9 
*V^ch ^ere Inrflt against *the wall of ^the Irotfse ^ is t«5 1 
)»<M${b}e'to eidme to fOij ti^tdtity; btit «8 thcfre was 'a 
staircase from the tempho, ^t is suppo^ thaf^onm ^f 
4(he %Eicrefd ^things *w€re d^^d^ed there ; xmd aho that 
"Ihejr^isTfved Ibr the acGOWimodation of the priests, 'to 
fcifep tfee ^«tefft^ <yf1he T*i»i»le, »nd the^acre^ reiH- 
itiftimB ; and -also fht thie prfests to etft theh- portion t6f 
^e<MK5tifiiK^ iti. B^f^esKhe chatnbets adjoining tothe 
temple, there were^oflitt^itofhe coafts forftfriotis <uses. 

1 5 • Th« 
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The two large pillars^ which Solomon erected, are 
supposed to have been inscribed with the words Jachik 
and BoAz, from whence they took their names, Jachin 
signified, he shall establish* BoAZ Strength is in him ; 
intended to remind the king and people of their entire 
dependance on the Lord* 

The Priests' court was separated from the court of 
the Congregation by a wall sufficient to keep the peo- 
ple from obstructing the business of the priests, but low 
enough for them without to see what was doing within. 

The Brazen Sea or Layers were for the wash- 
ings and purifications, which the law required to be 
performed; and there was a great number of vessels 
besides ; but it is not material to enlarge on their uses, 
as our religion does not enjoin us to ofier sacrifices. We 
shall, in the next section, read for what purpose the 
Braze rr Scaf:Pold was erected. 

As no steps were allowed to go up to the altar, which 
was placed in the midst of the court, it is supposed th^t 
there were easy ascents to it, both for the king and 
people, the entrances to which were by Gates; of these 
there were three on three sides of the temple, east, 
north, and south ; and two on the west. At one of the 
western gates was the Kino's ascent, built in a very 
superb and costly manner ; at the other western gate 
was a way for the people in general : at the south gate 
was the House of Assuppim, supposed to be the place 
where the priests and Levites assembled at times, about 
' business relating to the temple. 

Solomon must have had great satisfaction in erectiflg 
this noble edifice for such holy purposes ; especially ss 
the Lord vouchsafed to assure him, that on condition 
he would be mindful of the covenant made with David, 
His Divine Presence should certainly dwell amongit 
ins people, and neyer Jbrsake them. 

t SECTION 
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SECTION XL. 

^H£ DEDICATION OF SOLOMON's TEMPLE. 

From 1 Kings y Chap, vii, viii. 

Thus all the work that Solomon made for the housie- 
of the Lord was finished ; and Solomon brought in alT 
the things that David his father had dedicated ; and 
the silver and the gold, and all the instruments put h^ 
among the, treasures of the house of God. 

Then Solomon assembled the eiders of Israel, and all 
the heads of th^ tribes, the chief of the fathers of the 
children of Israel, unto Jerusalem, to bring up the ark . 
,of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, 
which is Zion. 

Wherefore all the men of Israel assembled themselves 
unto the king in the feast, which was in the S2ve!nth 
mouth.- 

And all the elders of Israel came ; and the Levites 
took up the ark. 

And they brought up the ark, and the tabernacle of 
the coDgregacion, and all tlie holy vessels that were in 
the tabernacle^ these did the priests and the Levites 
bring up. 

Also king Solomon, and all the congregation of Is- 
rael that were assembled unto him before the ark, sa- 
crificed sheep and oxen, which could not be told or 
numbered for multitude. 

And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord unto his place, to the oracle of the honse, 
into the most holy place, even under the wings of the 
cherubims. 

For the cherubims spread forth iheir wings over the 
place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark 
and the staves thereof above. 

I 6 Anl 
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And they drew out the staves of the ark, that the end* 
of the staves were seen fVom the ark before the oracle ; 
but they were ndt^een without. And there it is unto 
this day. 

There was nothing in the ark save the twa tables 
which Moses put therein at Horeb, when the Lord 
niade a covenant with the children of Israe], ii^hidti 
they came out of Egypt. 

And all the priests that were present w^e dsndtifiedy 
and did not then wait by -course : also tlie Levifeft Wbioh 
were the ismgers, all of them df Asdph, of Heman, of 
Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, being mr- 
rayed in white linen, having^cymbalsand -psalteries and 
harps, stood at the easttfnddf the aktfr, andwith^hem ttft 
Inmdred and twenty priests sounding with truntpels : 

It came even to pass, when tlie priests ^hwt were come 
out of the Holy Place, and as the tiumpeters «nd sing- 
ers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in prais- 
ing and thanking the Ln^nn ; and when tbey Hft up their 
voice with the trumpets and cymbals, andkiStruments^ 
music, and praised the Laa^, ^ytng, ^dr^Iie is good; 
for His mercy endureth ibr ever: -thftt th^ ^the hous^ 
was ^lled with a cloud,^yen1heliouf8eof the LorI); 

So that the priests could not stand* to mbiBter bj^ 
reason of tlie cloud : for the gkn^ -of tlie liOH d had 
filled the house of Gon. 

ANNOTATIONS and R^PLICTIONS. 

David conducted the AuKto JteR^Ai>tfM^Wit^4BV*c^ 
estimony of respect that it was In bis power totheifi 
but the magnificence of the present solemnity far ^i^- 
ceeded that of the former. I>avid had himself provid- 
ed for this by appointing the number and K)fiice6 ofthi 
attendants on the temple service. 

Whep 
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When David-airambkd tte ^^iitct^ ito. & Iktie befaft 
ididelKth*,«lie LetiUftMnoiiiitedlo 38^000 : 24^^000wey^ 
to forward the work of the Hovse oftkeLoniy ;^fiOO 
'w«re «ffi0evs imd judgeiB ; 4,000 «(^e^ thegtuirds of^the 
Templb ; and 4>000 wei^^a^pra&ietlie Lon^ tt4eh musi^ 
cal anstramento^ 4iQd, -as more would be wanted a^r the 
Temple was builtyinstead of waiting tiU tb^y were thii«(jr 
years old, they were for the future to enter on their em* 
pliojmenH at twenty. David dh-eetdd 'th^t the priests 
and Levites should be divided into IW^niy-fouir courses 
by lot; each course to, give a weekly attendance at the 
Temple in their turns. The men who were skilful in 
silking, amounted at that time to 28S : 12 of these were 
to stand with qnnbals, and psalteries, and hai:p8, on com. 
mon diQi6, every morning and evening, to pvaise the 
Lord, and to l>e joined by at least 166 of their bre* 
thren, who played ii^pnn various ^musical instruments. 

On the great festivals all the singers attended, to 
ting andplgy successively, and at least 4,000 musicians. 
We find, that the whole body of priests and Levites 
were assembled at the dedication of the Temple, 
What a grand and solemn service must this 'have been f 
especially with the addition of David's Psahns, which 
wcfre given to the chief musician to be set to music, and 
sung in order to commemorate the signal mercies of God 
to David tmd his pe(^ple^ and also to preserve the pro- 
phecies contained in them, which were inspired by the 
HoLV^PikiT. Singing these divine bynms made a very 
delightful part of public worship, and served at once to 
fiubbsh Davids gratitude, and to excite the same senti- 
ment in the minds of the |>eeple. Many of the Psalms 
were so particularly applicable to the dedication of the 
Tcitojple, that they^asteist ^ imaginatii^ m forming an 

• 1 OnsMit ffna.% 4i 5. 

idea 
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ef that solemnity^ and of the reverence, and holy 
transports, which must have filled the hearts of those 
who assisted at it. 

It is likely, that on taking up the Ark^ they made 
use of the usual form of words. 

Let God arise, and Itt His enemies be ictrttered; let 
them also that hate Him, fiee before Htm, SfC. 

When they approached the temple, we may suppose 
they * sang as follows : 

come, let vs sing unto the Lord : let ns make a joy- 
ful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before His presence nith thanksgiving, 
and wajie ajoiful noise unto Him with psalms. 

For the Lord i* a great God, and a great king above 
all gods. 

In His hand are the deep places of the earth : the 
strength of the hills is His also. 

1 he sea is His^ and He made it : and His hands formed 
the dry land* 

come, let us xoorsh'p and bow down : let tis kneel 
before the Loud our maker.' 

For He it our God, and we are the people of His 
pasture, and the sheep of His hand : to-day if ye mil 
hear His voice. 

Harden not your heart, as in the prffoocation, and as 
in the day of temptation in the wilderness : 

When your fathers tempted Me, proved Mf, and saw 
My u ork. 

Forty years long v?as I grieved with this generation, 
and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, for 
they have not known my ways. 

Unto whom I swore in my wrath ^ that they should not 

enter into my rat, 

• Psalm jtcva 

'When 
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When they reached the gates, it is likelj the follow** 
ing Psalm *. was sung. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord toitk gladness : come before Hisprej^ 

icnceuitA singing* 

Know ye that the Lord He is God ; it is he that hath 
made us^ and not we ourselves ; we are His people, and 
the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter into his gates with . thanksgivings and into His 
courts with praise ; be thankful unto Hm^ and bless His 
name. 

For the Lord is good ; his Mercy is exerlastit*g : and 
His ^rutk endureth to all generations. 

As soon as they had deposited the ark, we may tma. 
gine, that the whole choir of mustciaDS brake forth into 
joyful strains, like the following \i 

■ * ^ 

O sing u?ito the "Lord a new song : sing unto the Lord 
-all the earth* 

Sing unto the Lord, bless his name: shew forth His 
salvutum from day to day* 

Declare His glory among the heathen^ His wonders 
among ell people. 

For the Lord is greats and greatly to be praised: He 
is to be feared above aU gods* 

For all the gods of the nations are idols : but the Lord 
made the heavens* 

Honour and majesty are before him : strength and 
• beauty are in His sanctuary. 

Give unio the Lord, Oye kindreds' r^ the people, give 
unto the Lord glory and strength* 



I : 
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4B^e HMfy 7*fe tAmty 1^^ g^ iite ^m ffis tmrnff 
bring an offering, and come intoikk-^eotir^^ 

O worship the Loud in the beauty of holiness sfear he* 
fore Sim M tke*eiirf^ 

Say among ^ ^dtken fkdt H^ Tjiat^ reigneth : the 
world also shall be established that it sliallnot he mofoed; 
^&t shall Ju^e the people ng^omly. 

^O give thanks unto^heJj&t!ii>,for ^He is g09d:/orHi» 
mercy etidurethfor ever. 

O give thanks ntnto the <}ob of g^$ : fit Bk^fntrey 
^tlnduretlifhr ^er. 

O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for kismerey 
^mdurtthforet^r^ ^^ 

At the conclusion of this pious thaDl^vgiving^ we may 
4mppo9e tbe^LoiTD'.gtiii^iisfy ^«w«d Hib acceptance of 
(hh people's sei^fioes bf ag-femvK^iioiiD , like thBt winch 
theirfatkers bad beeti tairglit U mtknom^e'Age'^mamam'' 
festation of his Divine Paesencb. It certainly must 
-have been a most awful, «8 well sa affecting -s^bt^ to 
behold such a visible token of the^vour of the GfiRE%v 

SECTION XLI. 
Solomon's prayer at the dedication op tkk 

TEMPLE* 

f 

From 1 KingSf Chap, tiii, fee. % Chrdn, Chap* vf. 

Then said Solomon^ The Lord hal& >Mid> that be 
would dwell in the thick darkness. 

But I will build an house of habitation for theOyttnii 
a, place for thy dwdling for erer* 

And the king turned his face and blessed 'the ^n^ole 
congregation of Israel i- and all the congregation of 
Israel stood» 
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Aad hestii, Blessed be the Lokd <zttt«f html 

* 

who hath with His biuids fulfilled that whick He ipake 
frith his moull) to my father T>9^\^^ «9i^» 

Since the day that I brought foi^ my people out cff 
the land of ligypt, I chose no city among ^ the tribes 
of Israel to build an house in, diat my name might be 
there ; neither <^8e I ai^ man to be ruler over mj 
people Israel. 

But I have chosen Jerusalem that my name might be 
there, and l^ve diosen David to b<& o^er my people 
JsraeL 

Kow it ^-as in thi& heart of David my father to build 
an house fof the name of the Lord Gkis of IsraeTe 

But the Lord said to David fi^ fkther^ 'Forasmuch «» 
it was in thine hisart to build an house for tny lumie^ 
thou ididst Wl ki-4hat it fi^as in thine hearts 

NetivkheladdtQg thou 4iidt not buiM 'the bMse ; but 
% son which fhall oome fofithoul of thy k^us be Aaft 
huild-the house lor my name. 

The Lord therefore hath performed his. word ^at 
He4ia^ .spoken: for I am wen u|> in the «oom of 
I^a?^ my father, and am «et on the throne of Israel^ 
88 the Lor IX promised, and have bulk the house for the 
name of the Lord God of IsrueL 

And ta it have I put tlie ark wherein \& the covenant 
of the Lord, that he made with the children of IsraeL 

And he ^tood before the altar of the Lord in the 
presence df all the congregation of Israel, and spread 
forth his hands. 

For Sdlomon had made a brazen scaffold pf five cubitt 
long 4md five cubits broad, and tlu'ee cubits high, and 
had set it in the midst^f the court : and upon it he stood 
And kneeled down upon his knees before ail the con- 
gr^tion of Israel ,and ^read forth hia hands toward* 
heaven. 

Aaa 
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And tak)) O Loivi> God of Israel, there is no God 
Jike thee in beaveni nar in the earth which keepest co- 
venant, and shewest mercy tinto thy servantSy that walk 
before the^ with all thoir hearts : 

Thou which hast kept with thy servant David my fa- 
ther that which thou hast promised him ; and spakest 
with thy mouth, and hast fulfiHed it with thine hand^ 
as it is this day. 

Now therefore, O Lout) God of Israel, keep with 
thy servant David, my father, that which thou hast pro- 
mised him, saying, There shall not fail thee a man in 
my sight to sit upon the throne of Israel ,* yet so that 
thy children take heed to their way to-walk in my law 
as thou hast walked before me. 

Now then. O Lord Gob of Israel, let thy word be 
verified winch thou hast spoken unto thy servant David. 

But will God in very deed dwell with men on the 
earth ! bdiold, heaven, and the heaven of heaveni 
cannot contain thee ; how much less this house which 
I have built? 

Have respect therefore to the prayer of thy servant, 
and to his supplication, O Lord my Gon, to hearken 
unto the cry and the prayer which thy servant prayelh 
before thee 5 

That thine eyes may be open upon this house day 
and night upon the place whereof thou hast said, that 
thou wouldest put thy name there ; to hearken unto the 
prayer which thy servant prayeth towards this place. 

Hearken therefore unto the supplications of thy ser- 
vant, and of thy people Israel, which they shall make 
toward this place; hear thou from thy dwelling-place, 
even from heaven ; and when thou hearest, forgive. 

If a man sin against his neighbour, and an oath be 
laid upon him to make him swear, and the oath come 
before thine altar in thine house; 

Then 
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Then hear thou from heateh, and do, and judge thy 
servants, by requiting the wicked, by recompensing his 
way upon his Own Read, and by justifying the righteous 
by giving him according to his righteousness. 

And if thy people Israel be put to the worst before 
the enemy, because they have sinned against theej and 
ihall return and cdnfess thy name, and pray and make 
supplication before thee in this house; then hear thou 
from the heavens, and forgive the sin of thy people 
Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou 
gavett to them and to their fathers. 

When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, 
because they have sinned against thee; yet if they pray 
toward this place and confess thy name, and turn from 
their sin when thou dost afflict them, then hear thou 
from heaven and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of 
thy people Israel, when thou hast taught them the good 
'way wherein they should walk ; and send rain upon thy 
land which thou hast given unto thy people for an in- 
heritance. 

If there be de<\rth in the land, if there be pestilence^ 
if there be blasting, or mildew, locusti, or caterpillarti 
if their enemies besiege them in th6 cities of their laadi 
whatsoever sore, or whatsoever sickness there be j 

Then what prayer or what supplication soever shall 
be made of any man, or of all thy people Israel, when 
every one shall know his own sore and his own grief, 
and shall spread foTth his hands in this house : 

Then bear thou from heaven thy dwelling-place, and 
forgive, and render unto every man according unto all 
his ways, whose heart thou knowest (for thou only 
knowest the hearts of the children of men )• 

'I hat they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, so 
long as they live in the land which thou gayest unt« 
our fathers. 

Moreover 
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Moreover concerning the stranger, whicb is not of 
Ihy people Israel, but is come from a far country for 
Ihy great name's sake» and thy mighty hand, and thy 
stretched-out arm ; if they come and pray in this bouse : 

Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dteelllng-place, and do according to all that the stranger 
cfdleth to thee for ; that all people of the earth may 
khow thy name, and f^r thee, as doth thy people Is- 
rael, and may know that this house which I hanre buik 
is called by thy name. 
' If thy people go out to war against their enenues'hy 
the way that tliou ^halt send them, and the^y ppoy vnto 
tliee towards this cit^ which thou hast diosen, «nd the 
house which I have busk ^Cart^y name; i^n hear^bea 
irooi the heavens 4lieir pvayer and their siyplicatio% 
and maintain their cause. 

If they sin Sfainst thee^ ^^r tbere is-ao moa whiob 
jinneth noi), and thou be ai^^ with -them) -and delivsr 
tbem aver before tbeir ene»nes> and th^r dan^ Asia 
away captives into a land far off or near ; 

¥etif 4h^ bathiidc thdmselvtsiiii the haA v^fafiber 
ihoy are carried <^tive, and turn and ^H^ Unlo ik^ 
hi the land of their oaptivi^, saying, We 4»ave «iuie^ 
we have done amiss, and have dealt wicked^. 

If they return to thee with aU t^eir heavt, and with 
all their seal,' in the land of th^r oapltvity, whithtr 
they have carried them -oapttveSk and^pray towards 
their land which thoa ^ve^t tnito their fetbers, and 
toward the city which thou hast chosen, smd tdward 
the house which I have built for thy name : 

Tlien hear thou their prayer And their suj^dicatioi 
in heaven thy dwelling-'place, and maintain their eausa^ 
«nd foigive thy people that have sinned i^^st thee» 
«nd all their trans{pr€i8si<iiis 'wherrin they have tran»- 

^gress^ 
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agaiQSt thee, and give them compftsskm before them 
who <!amed them captiTe, that thej may have coropas* 
«ion-on them: 

For th^ be thy people and thine inheritance, which 
thou broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the midst of 
the furnace of iron : 

T^Bt thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of 
thy servant, and unCo the supplication of thy people 
Israel, to hearken unto them in all ^at^ey call for 
unto thee. 

Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dwelling-place, their prayer and their supplications, 
and maintain their cause, and forgive thy people wliich 
have sinned against thee. 

Now my God, let, I beseech thee, tliine eyes be 
open, and let thine ears be attent unto the prayer that 
is made in this place. 

Now therefore apse, O Lord God, into thy resting- 
place, thou, and the ark of thy strength ; let thy priests, 
Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy 
€aints rejoice in goodness. 

O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine anoint- 
ed: remember the mercies of David thy ^rvant. 

For thou didst separate them from among all the 
people of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou 
spakest by the hand of Moses thy servant, when thou 
hroQghtest our fathers out of Egypt, OLord God. 

And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end 
of praying all this prayer and supplication unto the 
Lord, he arose from before the altar of the Lord, 
from kneeling on his knees, with his hands spread up 
to heaven. 

And he stood and blessed aM the congregation of Is- 
rael, with aloud voice, saying, 

Blessed 
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Blesged be the Lord, that hath given rest imto his 
people Israel, according to all that he promised : there 
hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which 
he promised by the hand of Moses his servant. 

The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our 
fathers : let him not Jeave us nor forsake us : That he 
may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and 
his judgments, which he commanded our fathers. 

And let these my words wherewith I have made sup' 
plication before the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our 
God day and night, that he jnaiutain the cause of bis 
servant, and the cause of his people Israel at all times 
as the matter shall require : that all the people of the 
earth may know that the Lo^d is Gon, and that there 
is none elset 

Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Lord 
our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his com* 
mantlments, as at this day. 

And the king, 2ind all Israel with him, offered sacri- 
fice before the Lord. 

Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the 
6re came down from heaven and consumed the burnt* 
offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord 
filled the house. 

And the priests could not enter into the house of the 
Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the 
Lord's house. 

And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire, 
came down, and the glory of tlfe Lord upon the house, 
they bowed themselves with their faces to the ground 
upon the pavement, and worshipped, and praised the 
LoHD, saying, For he is good: for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

Then 
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Tfa^n the king and all the people offered sacrifices 
before the Lo kd. 

And the priests waited on their offices: the Levites 
also with instruments of music of the Lord, which Da- 
vid the king bad made to praise the Lord» because his 
mercy endureth for ever, when David praised by their 
ministry: and the priests sounded trumpets before them,' 
and all Israel stood. 

Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of the court 
, that was before the house of the Lord : for there he 
offered burnt-offerings, ^nd the fat of the peace offer., 
isgs^ because the brazen altar which Solomon had 
made wus not able to receive the burnt-offerings, and 
the meat-offerings, and the fat. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The king had caused a place to be erected near the 
altar, raised above the people, that he might be heard 
and seen by all of them, whilst he was paying adoration 
to the Kino qf Kings and Lord qfhordu 

The prayer which Solomoa offered up on this oc<a« 
fiion is so clear and comprehensive, that there is no need 
of an explanation. It was perfectly consistent with that 
true xoisdom which has piei^ for its foundation ; and 
served to teach the people for what they should pray, 
and how they ought to address the Supreme Being,. 
and from the humility with which the king entreated 
the Lord to shew forth his Gi«ory in the house which 
he had built, they were instructed, that as no fabric 
however magoificenty can be in reality fit for the habi^ 
tation of the Almighty, they should receive the ma»i- 
Jestation of his glorious pR^8EKCB as an instance of 
infinite goodness and condesjcensioo. 

Solomon's 
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Sobm«nVpr»jFer is a most excellent pattern of pnUIc 
^devotion ; consisting of petitions for national bles&rings^ 
^ritual and temporal ; forgiveness ofsins^ and deliver* 
ance from the evil consequences of them: to which be 
added, intercession for those nadons who were not yet 
converted to the true religion. 

. A& a token that the sacriiices offered at this time were 
acceptable, it pleased the Lord to send holt/Jire (as at 
the dedication of the tabernacle) to consume Aem. 
David had furnished the people with words to express 
their pious raptures as follows *z 

■ The Lord reigneth^ let the earth rejoice ; let the mvl* 
iiiude of isles be glad thereof. 

Clouds and darkness are roundabout Him: righteous' 
ness and judgment are the habitation <)f His throne, 

A fire goeth before Him^ and humeri up His enemies 
round about. 

Hi* lightnings enlightened the toorld : the earth savt 
•and trembled* 

The hills meUed like toax^ ai the presence of the Lokd, 
nt the presence of the Lord -of the tuhole earth. 

The heavens declare His righteousness:' and all Ae 
people see His glor^. 

Confounded be all iheif that serve graven images^ that 
ioast themselves of idols: 'voorship Him tdl ye gods. 

Zion heardf and was gladf and the daughter ofjudak 
refoieed ; because of Thy judgments^ O tio itD. 

For Thou, Lord, art high above all the earth : Thoft 
art exalted Jkr above all gods* 

Ye that love the Loud, hate evS: He preserveth the 
souk of Hie saints^ HedeUvereth them out of the hand' 
^thcmcked. 

* PsaliBS xcTii} xcvHi, ami tUii* 

Light 
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Lig/U U sown for the righteous, aud gladness for the 
upright in heart. 

Rejoice in the Lord, j^e righteous ; and give thanks at 
the remembrance of His hoiiuess. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: 
make aloud, noise , and rejoice and sing praise. 

Sing unto the Lord with the harp; with the harp and 
the voice of a psalm. 

With trumpets and sound of cornet make aju^ noise 
before the Lord, the king. 

clap your hands, all ye people, shout unto GoiS wUh 
the voice of triumph : 

For the Lord most high is terrible: He is a great king 
ever all the earth. 

He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations 
mder ourfeet. 

He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency 
of Jacob whom he loved, 

God is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound 
of a trumpet. 

Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises unto 
our king, sing praises* 

For God is the king of all the earth, sing ye praises 
with understandings 

The whole solemnity might properly end with the 
same blessing which David pronounced on the people*. 

God be mercifid unto us, and bless us : and cause His 
face to shine upon us. 

That Thy way may be knoxm upon tarth, Thy strving 
health among all nations. 

Let the people praise Thee, God : let all the people 
praise Thee. 

* P«ftlm Ixvii. 
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' ^O let the nations be glad and sing fir joy : for Thonk 
shah judge the people righteousl^f and govern the nations 
• tipon earthm 

Let the people praise Thee, O God ; let all the people 
'praise Thee. 

Then shall the earth yield her increase ; and GoD| 
ieven our awn God, shall bless us» 

God shall bless us, and all the ends qf the earA AaU 
year Him. 

' Though our mode of worship differs greatly from that 
•«f the Israelites, Christians may^notwithstanding, collect 
^thtlch valuable instruction from the account of the de- 
dication of "Solomon's Temple* 

1 he sentiments Mrhich Solomdii entertained of the 
majesty and goodness of God are such, as every one 
%hould feel' whilst engaged in public worship. Solomon 
is likewise worthy of imitation in his benevolent 
solicitude for the welfare of God's people, and the pro- 
pagation of religion. In respect to burnt sacrifices, we 
^}kve no oecasidn to follow his example; neither is it 
with us a point of duty^to bwld' stately edifices to his 
honour. 

As the Lord vouchsafed to make his PftftSBKcs evident 
in the land of Israel, it was proper that a Temple should 
be erected in the ptac^ ijohich he had chosen^iojlx his name 
there; in order to keep up a perpetual remembrance of 
fiiB relation to this people as their Kihg^ and likewise to 
shew forth His Glory and Majesty to the surrounding 
nations; who hearing that the Uving God had actuallj 
manifested Himself in a visible manner at JerusaUnh 
might forsake idols, and embrace his holy religion. 

Whoever considers the greatness and ezceHency o( 
the Sup reme Being, will be ready to exclaim with Solo- 
mon, Will God in xery deed dwell upon earth? Behold 
5 tie 
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the heaven f and heaven of heavenif eannoi ctmtdin thee,' 
ham much less a house vohich is built tvith hands I We 
cannot^ it is true, add to the Glo ry of God by any human 
means. He is iDfinitely perfect and happy in Himsejfy 
and the fountain of all happiness in the whole universe: 
all the service we can pay Him, therefore, is to proclaim 
His power, wisdom, goodness, mercy, justice, truth, as 
a mean to keep up our own fear, love, and veneration 
towards Him, and to invite others, by our example, to 
do the same ; and this service may be performed in an 
humble edifice. It is, however, no sin to erect fine 
jchurches, and adorn them properly; on the contrary, in 
opulent cities, where the very merchants dwell in 
palaces, those buildings which are dedicated to Divine 
service should be proportionably magnificent, provided 
that the worship performed in them be agreeable to the 
rules prescribed by their religion ; and this section en* 
courages us to hope that God will be present in all 
places dedicated to public worship, if the hearts of 
those, who assemble in them, are rightly. disposed %o 
hold communion with Him, by fervent prayer, for he is 
no respecter of persons ; and as, by the dtffusixe pro« 
pagation of Christianity, there are now mufiijf congrega- 
tions of His people, who cannot all mtttet togetiier in 
one TemplCf we may certainly multiply places of wor- 
ship, and may reasonably hope each will be sanctified 
by his presence. Our Lord Himself has said, — Where 
tvoo or three are gathered together in my name^ there am 
Tin the midst of them* We must not expect, be the 
building ever so costly, that God will appear amongst 
,ns as he did in Israel ; because we live under a very 
diferent dispensation ; and have the promise of those 
good things, of which <the splendour and magnificence 
of Solomon's Temple were but very imperfect emblems* 

n 2 SECTION 
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SECTION XLII. 

i 

THE LORD GIVETH A TESTIMONY OF HIS ACCEPT- 
ANCE OF SOLOMOK'S PRAYER. 

From 2 Chron, Chap, vii, viii. — 1 Kings^ Chap, ix. 

And the Lord appeared to Solomon, by night, and 
said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen 
this place to myself for an house of sacrifice. 

If I shut up heaven that there be no rain„ or if I 
command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send 
pestilence among my people : 

If my people which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways ; then will I hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
, Now mine eyes ^hall be open, stnd mine ears attent 
unto the prayer that is made in this place 

For now I have chosen and sanctified this house that 
my name may be there for ever : and mine eyes and 
mine heart shall be there perpetually. 

And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David 
thy father walked, and do according to all that I have 
commanded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my 
judgments ; Then will 1 establish .the throne of thy 
kingdom, according as I have covenanted with David 
thy father, saymg. There shall not fail thee a man to be 
ruler in Israel. 

But if ye turn away and forsake my statutes and my 
commandments which I have set before you, and shall 
^0 and serve other gods, and worship them. 

Then I will pluck them up by the roots out of mj 
laudi which I have given them ; and this house which I 

7 hxvfi 
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have sanctified for my name, will I cast out of my sight, 
and will make it to be a proverb and a by-word among 
all nations. 

And this house, which is high shall be an astonish- 
ment to every one that passeth by it ; so that he shall 
say, Why hath the Lor]> done thus unto this land, and 
uuto this house ^ And it shall be answered. Because they 
forsook the Lord God of their fathers, which brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on 
other gods, and worshipped them and served them: 
therefore hath he brought all this evil upon them. 

Then Solomon offered burnt-offerings unto the Lord 
on the altar of the Lord, which he had built before 
the porch ; even after a certain rate every day, offering 
according to the commandment of Moses, en the sab- 
baths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts, 
three times in the year, even in the feast of unleavened 
bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of the 
tabernacles. 

And he appointed, according to the order of David 
his father, the courses of the priests to their service, and 
the Levi tes to their charges, to praise and minister before 
the priests, as the duty of every day required : the por- 
ters also by their courses, at every gate : for so had 
David the man of God commanded. 

And they departed not from the commandment of the 
king unto the priests and Levites, concerning any matter, 
or concerning the treasures. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We find from the answer, which the Lord vouchsafed 
to make, that Solomon's prayer was perfectly agreeable 
to the Divine will, it may therefore be safely adopted 
as a model of public devotion ; and it will afford great 
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satisfaction to compare the various parts of this prayer 
with the prayers of our church service, as they will be 
found to agree perfectly in substance. It is to be ob- 
served, that the Lord entered into a personal covenant 
with Solomon, when he appeared to him; from the 
conditions of which we may understand, that neither 
king nor people, in any nation, are to expect the con- 
tinuance of the Divine blessing, if they are disobedient 
to the Divine law. 

It must have been a great satisfaction to Solomon to 
receive so undoubted a testimony, that the Lord had 
heard his petitions, and that they were acceptable to 

Him» 

# - 

SECTION XLIIL 
tttt BintDiNo OF Solomon's house— the house o# 

t£B ANON— THE HOUSE FOR PHARAOH'S OAUeUTSK 
— HIS THRONE, Ac. 

From I Kings, Chap. vii. iii. x. ix. 

SoLonroN was building hfs own house thirteen years. 
He built also the house of the forest of Lebanon. 

ADd Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh .king of 
Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter and brought her 
into the city of David, until he had made an end of 
building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and 
the wall of Jerusalem round about. 

Then he made a porch for the throne, where he might 
Judge, even the porch of judgment : and it was covered 
with cedar from one side of the floor td the other. 

And his house, where l\e dwelt^ had another court 
within the porch, which was of like work. Solomon 
mad^ also an bouse for Pharaoh's daughter^ (whom be 
kad taken to wife} like unto this porch. 

AH 
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All these were costly itones, according to tlie mea* 
tures of hewed stones, sawed with saws, within and 
without, even from the foundation unto the ceding, and 
so on the outside toward the great court. 

Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, aa^ 
overlaid it with the best gold. 

The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne 
was round behind : and there were stays^ on, either sids 
on the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the 
stays. 

And twelve lions stood there on the one, side, and on 
the other upon the six steps : there was not the like 
made in any kingdon). 

And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beat? 
en gold : six hundred shekels of gold went to one targe^, 

And he made three hundred shields of beaten. go]d ; 
three pound of gold went to one shield : and the king 
put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon. , 

And all king Solomon^s drinking vessels were of gold^ 
and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanpn 
were of pure gold, none were of silver; it, was nothing 
•acpounted of in the days of Solomon* * 

Now the weight of gold that came to Solompn in pne 
year, was six hundred threescore and six talents of gp)^ 

For the king had at sea a navy ojT Tarsl^^h^ with th^f 
navy of Hiram : once in three years; came, the navy of 
Tarshish, bringing gold aad silv^er, ivcny, and apes, ai^ 
peacocks. 

And king Solomon made- a navy of ships in Ezion* 
geber, which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the. ]^^ 
Sea, in the land of £dom. ' 

Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and tq £lotl^ 
at the sea-side in the land oi Edom. 

And it came to pas at the end of twenty years, when 
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Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the 
I^ORDy and the kiiig*s house. 

(Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solo- 
mon with cedar-trees, and fir-trees, and with gold, ac- 
cording to all his desire) that then king Solomon gave 
Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 

And Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which 
Solomon had given him, and they pleased him not. 

And he said. What cities are these which thou hast 
given mcy my brother ? And he called them the land of 
Cabul unta this day. 

And Hiram sent to the king six score talents of gold. 

And tbis is the reason of the levy which king Solo- 
mon raised for to build the house of the Lord, and his 
own house, and Millo, and the wall of Jerusalem, and 
Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer* 

For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken 
Gezer, and burnt it with fire, f^A elain the Gs:!r:i^tet 
that dwelt in the city, and given it for a present unto 
his daughter Solomon's wife. 

And Solomon built Gezer, and Beth-horon die nether. 
And Baalath, and Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land. 

And the cities which Hiram had restored to Solo- 
mon, Solomon built them, and caused the children of 
Israel to dwell there. 

He built also store-cities, and chariot-cities, and cities 
of tlie horsemen. And Solomon had horses brought 
out of Egypt. 

And Solomon brought up the daughter of Pharaoh 
out of the city of David unto the house that he had 
built for her : for he said. My wife shall not dwell in the 
'iiouse of David king of Israel, because the places are 
holy, whereunto the ark of the Loud hath come. 

ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We €nd that when king Solomon had built the Tem« 
pie of the Lord, he caused a stately palace to be erect- 
ed for his own restdence, to adorn the land of Israel^ 
and procure te himself that respect which was due from 
all the nations of the earth to the king who sat on the 
throne of the Lord. We find that this building was 
much longer in hand than the House 0/* the Lord» 
which shews, that Solomon preferred the honour of 
God to his own grandeur. 

The house of the forest of Lebanon, is supposed to 
have been built as a pleasant retreat frotti the fatigues 
of state affairs. 

It is astonisliing to reflect on the riches of Solomon; 
but the sacred historian accounts for his possessing such 
stores of wealthy hy acquainting us' with his numerous 
resources. 

It has already been mentioned, how David gained the 
ports of Eloth and Ezion-geber» The trade carried on 
from these places, was. the same which is now in the 
hands of our East-India nsierchants. It is not exactly 
described where Ophir and Tarshish were situated; 
but it is well known, that the eastern territories abound 
with treasures even in^ these days, and it is likely that 
they were much more plentiful formerly. 

Solomon finding the traffic so profitable, went to Eloth 
and Ezion-geber, in order to direct the increase of his 
navy» and to furnish those ports with inhabitants well 
skilled in this kind of merchandize^ these he selected 
from the Tyrians Hiram had sent him for hewing tim* 
ber, &c. A)r the Temple. From the cordiality which 
afUrwards subsisted between Hiram and Solomon, we 
may conclude^ that the cities which the latter offered t» 
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bis friend,' were by no means insignificant; for Solomoli 
had too enlarged a mind to think of making him triflbg 
presents : hut these cities, whi<^ were in the ontskirti 
of Israel, and had been, till Solomon took possession of 
them, in the hands of the natives, were most likely en* 
compassed wiUi corn-fields, and pastures, and therefore 
not acceptable to a Tyrian prince, whose subjects being 
wiskilled in the culture of the earth, had probably 
learnt to undenralue the choicest gifb of nature, and 
to prefer luxury and pomp to the more svdistantial ad* 
▼antages of rural simplicity. 

Another branch of commerce which Solomon carried 
im, was with Egypt. It seems as if, on account of fail 
alliance with Pharaoh's daughter, he was supplied from 
thence with chariots, &c. at a cheaper rate than the 
neighbouring nations ; for Solomon sold them again to 
i^vantage. How he came to reserve such a number for 
himself, cannot certainly be £iccounted for ;but it appean 
probable, that God's command, which Jbrbad kings to 
mulHply horses to themselves^ was limited to times of 
soar,* and as Solomon had a promise of peace during bit 
whole reign, he was at liberty, if he refrained from pvi* 
ting his trmt in ihem^ to indulge in every article of mag- 
nificence that the neighbouring princes regarded as 
marks of royalty; and that he had a right to surpass 
them in every temporal possession, because his grandeur 
■erved at that period to display the superiority of the 
LORD JEHOVAH, who they must perceive was aUe 
to bestow wealth and wisdom without measure. 

It is not exactly ascertained at what time Solomon 
married Pharaoh's daughter ; but we will venture to 
auppose that it was after he had built the Temple: for 
it is reasonable to inaagine, that his whole attention was 
engaged by that important business, and that the fame 
•f his wi^om made this prini^ss ambitious of an alliance 

with 
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with hiniy ^pd induced her, to become pnqfess^dfy a p^«|- 
selyte to the true religioQ, otherwise it would have heei\ 
unlatoful for him to have married her ; npr would he, 
have brought an heathen into the Holy City, at % 
time when piety and devotion had entire possession of 
his heart : il appears as if she soon h^an to discovei; 
some inclination for idolatry, by his thinking it impro* 
per for her to dwell apy longer in a- place peculiafly 
sanctified by the Lord. 

Solomon had reason to. say* that the merchandizeof^ 
toisdom Xiias better than the merchandize ofsUveTf and the^ 
sain tfiereqfi than fine gold: for he had npt only a great- 
er portion of worldly advantages than any man was 
erer able to acquire by his own industry ; but he must 
necessarily have had a fund of mental delights^ ii^fi- 
oitely superior to ail the enjpyments that. wealt)i can, 
purchase. 

SECTION XUV. 

THE QUEEN. OF SH£BA VISITS KINO SOLOMON. 

From 1 Kings, Chap* x. 

And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
$|olomoo, concerning the name of the Loqd, she came 
^ prove him with hard questions. 

And she came to Jerusalem with a veiy ^eat train,^ 
wi^ ca^la that bare fpice^ md very much gold, and 
precious stones : and when she was come to Solomopi^ 
she communed with him of all that was in her heart. 

And So^omph told her all her questions: there was, 
not any thing hid from the king, which he told her not* 

And when the queen of Sheba bad seen all Solomon's 
^Bupdoipi fud the bouse that he had built^ and tl^e meat^ 
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tendance of his ministers and their apparel, and his cup- 
bearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the 
bouse of the Lord: there was no more spirit in her. 

And she said to the king, It was a true report that 
I heard in mine own land, of thy acts, and of thy wis- 
dom. 

Howbeit, I believed not the words, until I came, and 
mine eyes had seen it : and behold, the half was not 
.told me ; thy wisdom and prosperity cxceedeth the 
fame which 1 heard. 

Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, 
which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy 
wisdom. 

Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighteth in 
thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel ; because the 
Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made he rtheil 
king to do judgment and justice. 

And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents 
of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious^ 
«tones: there came no more such abundance of spices^ 
as those, which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solo* 
inon. 

And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all 
. her desire, whatsoever she asked, besides that which 
Solomon gave her of his royal bounty : so she turned 
and went to her own country she and her servants. 

And all the kings of Arabia^ and goremors of the 
country, brought gold and silver. 

And all the kings of the earth sought the presence 
of Solomon to hear his wisdom, that God had put in his 
heart. 

And Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and 
gharJQtiy and twelve thoHsand horsemen ; whom he be*< 
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stowed iri tbe chariot cities, and with the king at Jertr-* 
salen). 

And he reigned over all the kings, from the river 
. even unto the land of the Philistines, and to the bor- 
der of Egypt. 

And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear the 
wisdom which God had put in his heart* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The surrounding nations preferred worldly pomp and' 
grandeur to every spiritual blessing : and being pos^ 
sessed of a large share of the treasures of the earth, 
they Were enabled to appear with great outward splen^^ 
dour ; on which Account they would have despised the 
Lord's chosen people, if they had been inferior to 
themselves in this particular. It pleased God, there. 
fore to raise the kingdom of Israel in a most wonderful 
manner, by degrees, from a state of abject slavery, to . 
the highest pitch of magnificence ; and to occasion all 
other nations to pay tribute and homage to the king of 
his appointments by which means the Divine Being 
proved himself to be, beyond dispute. King ofkings^ 
and Lord of lords. 

The queen of Sheba, who visited Solomon, is sup* 
posed to have been sovereign of some part of Arabia, 
and originally descended from Keturah, Abraham^a 
second wife ; so that it is very likely, the knowledge of 
the true Goo had been transmitted to her by her pious 
ancestors ; though his holy worship was in her king. 
dom, as in other countries, mixed and corrupted by the 
introduction of idolatry* 

It appears, by the queen of Sheba's taking such a 
long journey to hear the wisdom of Solomon, that she 
was desirous of being thoroughly acquainted with the 
DxviN£ Will ; for she did not go to Jerusalem merely 
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to see the gloiy of $o1oiiiod» aiiid vie wkh him m upto* 
dor; but to prove^ whether he were in reality possesi- 
ed of suoli extf aordimiry ^odowmentft as fuoe reported; 
lind whether it was certainly true, that God had mam* 
fested himself in Israel. The inhabitants of the 098^ 
country were remarkable for their wit and ingenuity; 
but Solomon was reputed to excel them alL It wa^ 
customary for the learned to amuse themselves with 
difficidt questions which required a knowledge of pro- 
found sciences to propose and to explain ; in compliance 
with this custom^ the queen of Sheba had fumishe4 
herself with problems of this kind from wise men in her 
kingdom, that she might, by the answer^ she carrie4 
back, confirm the truth of the extraordinary reportji 
they had heard of Solomon's superior understandingf 
We find that she received ample satisfaction in every 
particular, and returned to her own country full of adr 
miration of Solomon's glory, and of reverence for tha$ 
Ai^MiGHTY Being, who alone could exalt' the human 
mind so near to perfection, and bestow with unbounde4 
liberality those treasures which niankind in general 
ftrive to accumulate with incessant toil, and enjoy, not 
without the interruption of many anxious cares. We 
learn from the New Testament, that the desire which 
the queen of Sheba had to know the true God procure4 
her the Divine favour, and obtained her a preference 
to many lukewarm Christians *• 

SECTION XLV. 

Solomon's apostasy— ^his death. 

From 1 Kings, Cfiap* xi. 

But king Solomon loved many strange women^ (to? 
gether with the daughter of Pharaoh), women of the 
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Moibit^ AnmonitaB, Edomitesy Zidonians^ and Hit. 
tites; of the nations concernin'g which the Lord said 
unto the children of Israel^ Ye shall not go m to them, 
neither shall they come in unto you, for surely they 
will turn away your heart afler their gods : Solomon 
(clave unto these in love. 

And it came to pass when Solomon was old, his wives^ 
turned away his heart. 

Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh,, 
the idkomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Je« 
rusalem ; and for Molech, the abomination of the chil- 
dren of Ammon. 

And likewise did he for all his strange wivesi which 
burnt incense, and sacrificed unto their gods. 

And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his 
.heart was turned from the Lord God pf Israel, which 
had appeard unto him twice, and had commanded him 
concerning this thing, that he should not go after otlier 
gods: but he kept not that which the Lokd commanded. 

Wherefore the Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch 
as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my co- 
venant and my statutes which I have commanded thee, 
I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will givQ 
it to thy servant. 

Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it, for Da- 
vid thy father's sake: but I wiU rend it out of the hand 
of thy son. 

Howbeit, I will not rend away all the kingdom : but 
I will give one tribe to thy son, for David my servant's 
sake: and for Jerusalem's sake which! have chosen. 

And the Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solomon^ 
Hadad the Edomite : he was of the king's /seed in Edom^ 

And God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon, 
the son of Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer 
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And he was an adversary to Rrael aJl the days of 
Solomon,* beside the mischief that fladad did, ^Rd he 
abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria, 

And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathtte of 
Zercda, Solomon's servant, (whose mother^s name was 
Zeruah, a widow woman), even he lift up hiis hand 
against the king. 

And this was the cause that he lifl up his hand 
against the king : Solomon built Millo, and repaired 
the breaches of the city of David his father. 

And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of yalour: 
and Solomon seeing the young man that he wasmdus- 
trious, made him ruler over all the charge of the house 
of Joseph. 

, And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went 
out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite 
found him in the way : and he had clad himself with a 
new gannent ; and they two were alone in tbe field. 

And Ahijah caught the new garment that waa on 
him, and rent it in twelve pieces. 

And ha said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for 
thus saith the Lord the God of Israel, Behold, I will 
rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will 
give ten tribes to thee j 

(But he shall have one tribe for my servant David's 
sake, and for Jerusalem*^ sake, the city which I have 
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel) ; 

Because that they have' forsaken me, and have wor- 
shipped Ashtoreth thef goddess of the Zidonians, Che* 
mosh the god orihe Moabites, and Milcom the god (^ 
the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my 
ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to 
keep ray statutes and' my judgments, as did David his 
father. " ' _ 

, Howbeit. I will not take the whole kingdom out of 

his 



( 209 ) 

hi* hand : but I will make him prince all the da.y& frC 
his life, for David my servant's sake, whom I chose, be- 
cause he kept my commandments and my statutes; but 
I wil} take the kingdom out of bis son's hand, and will- 
give it unto thee, even ten tribes. 

And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David 
my servant may have a light alway before me in Jeru- 
^era, the city which I have chosen me to put my 
name there. 

And I will take thee, and thou shall reign according 
to that all thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel. 

And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I 
command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that 
which is right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my 
commandments, as David ray servant did ; that I will 
be with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for 
David, and will give Israel unto thee. 

Aad I Trill fer tliis afflict the seed of David, buf nor 
for ever. 

Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam : and Je- 
roboam arose, and fled into Eg3rpt, unto Shishak king 
of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 

And the time that Solomon reigned iu Jerusalem^, 
over all Israel, was forty years. 




ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTK 

The sacred historian refers us to the books of 
the prophet, and others, for the records of the last acta 
of Solomon's reign; but these writings are lost to the 
world, therefore we can come to no certainty in respect 
to thQ events of many years ; we may however infer» 
from the book of Ecclesiastes, written by Solomon him- 
self, that many years did not pass after he ascended 
the throne before he became elated witii prosperity, and 
grew unmindful from whence it waS derived^ and f^r 

what 
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what pnipoie it was bestowed. He found himsdf raised 
to the very suminit of greatness, and tbinkimg that he 
had jodgraent sufficient to guide himself^ he threw off 
bis confidence in Gon, and began to form schemes for 
perpetuating his enjojrments ; with this view, as appears 
£rom his writings, he occupied his mind in vain re* 
searches after permanent happmeUy independent of the 
SvpRBHB Bbino; .but when he no Icmger employed hi| 
msdom in the service of God, and the good of mankind, 
it was only productive of fatigue and disappointment. 

Solomon then as he says despisedWiSDOMf and resolvt 
ing to try what Pleasure would produce, he gave him* 
self up to mirth and festivity, thinking to drive away 
reflection, by a constant round of dissipation ; but th^ 
pursuits ended also in discontent; and ke soon said of 
laughter U U mad^ and of mirth tohat doeth it f 

Solomon supposed that the meaQs of happiness wert 

the delight he had formerly experienced in inspectBaf 
the progress of arts, he rested to employ his wealth 
in building and planting ; he therefore spared no efr 
pence, but even taxed his subjects to adorn his king* 
dom with magnificent edifices, and beautiful gardens; 
but here again he missed his aim. When these workf 
were completed, he endeavoured to procure content 
by increasing his Riches ; thia wias also vanity and 
wxation of spirit / for the thoughts that he must die 
and leave all his possessions behipd him to a son verf 
unfit to rule, embittered his hcmrs, and coated the ret 
lish of every enjoyment 

The idolatrous nations ware th# professed votaries of 
sensuality; Solomon therefore fprtned connections with 
them, by marrying wives from amongst them, in hopes 
(we may suppose) of learning refinements of Isucury un- 
known in Israsi : in this scb«me he waa u^appUy too 

successful; 
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miccessfo] ; but it was attended wttb uohappy coniequan^ 
<:e8, instead of procuring satisiaction. 

If we had not been able to collect from Solomon's own 
writings the causi of his apostasy, we should be at a loss 
to account for it ; but when we read that he turned his 
back upon religion's and depended mere/^ on ht^manrea'* 
9on^ our wonder ceases, for he became like a ship without a 
pilot in a dangerous ocean, full of rocks and quicksands. 

It is needless to use arguments to prove the justice of 
God's dealings with this ungrateful prince; it will be 
sufficient to look back to the promises repeatedly made 
to him and his father, which were all conditimial^ so 
that Solomon was sufficiently warned beforehand, that 
the kingdom would not be continued to his poUeiity if 
be departedj^om his duty. 

It was impossible ^at Solomon could be i^orant o^ 
the nnfulneas of erecting temples to idols^ in that very 

lAnd o«'»^<a/»i«11-«r Trh«»i»Ai« ^o lynA Ko^a** o*v»v>1 o-tro^ tohuiM 

a House to the name of the Lord Jbhova h ; and as hi^ 
reputation for msdom was universally known, his exam* 
pie was very contagious, because every one might think 
fiunself justified in his imitation of the mse King So^ 

LOMON. 

The unhappy effects of this king's permitting idolatry 
and luxury to be introduced into Israel, were soon felt 
by his people : domestic joys, which had, till this period, 
made every one happy under his vine and under his Jig* 
iree^ were exchanged for riot and dissipation ; and con- 
sequently the education of youth must have been ne- 
glected, and the service of Gjd esteemed a burden ; 
^e- prosperity of Israel declined, and foreign powers 
were encouraged to attack them. 

Hadad was the young prince who had fled from Edom 
into Egypt^ from Joab's victorious arms. He had found 
ikvour in the sight of the king} and was married to the 

queens 
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queen's sister. Rezon^ with whom Hadftd entered into a 
league against Solomon, was the man who deserted from 
Hadadezer, king ofZobah, and was made king of Da- 
mascus ; but David dispossessed him ; however he had 
lately recovered his kingdom. 

The necessity of defending hi» dominions against 
these adversaries, and the various services the Israelites 
were obliged to render to Solomon^ on account of his 
numerous alliances, made the latter end^ of his reign 
grievous to them, and his glory was tarnished in the 
eyes of all the world. 

Jeroboam had distinguished himself by his valour and 
industry, which induced Solomon to fix upon him as a 
proper person for the post he had assigned hinu This man 
seems to have been of a very aspiring temper, and to have 
entertained a^secret wish to reign over Israel. This wish 
would have been fruUlesSf if Solomon had not forfeited 
tlie Divine protection. That JerobQam might noU l^ow- 
ever, suppose he had gained dominion over the Lord's 
peopleby his oxm courage or ahilitiesy a Prophet was sent 
to declare the Lord's intention of rending the kingdom, 
and giving the government o{ ten tribes to him; and at 
the same time to infqrm him why Solomon's memory was 
to be disgraced, and to promise Jeroboam the establish- 
ment of the kingdom of Israel in bU family, if he would 
imitate David in \i\^ piety and obedience to the commands. 
of God. 

Ahijah, it is supposed, clad himself in a new garment, 
in order to give Jeroboam, a sign ; for it was customary 
for prophets to make use of such methods that their pre- 
dictions might be more striking; in the present instance, 
the ten pieces given in the Lord's name to Jeroboam 
were a token of conveyance of the tribes to him. 

Whilst Solomon continued religious^ he undoubtedly 
was a happy monarch; there was neither discontent nor- 
faction under his government ; he knew not the sorrovr 

of 
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«F losing thousands of his subjects by war, nor had he 
cause to fear, whilst he was under the peculiar direction 
of God, that any of his plans for the good of the nation 
would fail of success. 

Solomon's life, in all probability, was shortened by his 
excesses, for he was no more than 58 years old when he 
■ died. There is great reason to suppose, after he had made 
his fruitless experiments he had a proper sense of his 
crimes : but it was too late for liim then to bring about 
A reformation in his kingdom ; for the affection of his 
people was alienated from him, and his wives, whom he 
had increased to the number of one thousand, had gain- 
•ed such an ascendancy, that no efforts of his own would 
have prevailed against theirdifferent parties: and neither 
he nor his subjects could hope that the Lord, whose 
honour was so greatly affronted by them, would work a 
miracle to change their minds. They had slighted the 
true God, and preferred idols to him ; on which account 
they were justly Jeft 4o the consequences which they 
had been repeatedly warned to expect. 

From Solomon's history we may learn, that Wisdom, 
Power, and Riches,, are llessings only to those who 
use them properly ; when received with thankfulness, 
enjoyed with moderation, and employed in relieving 
the distresses of the indigent, or encouraging honest 
industry, they are productive of great satisfaction ; but 
when they are made subservient of vice, they render 
their possessors despicable and unhappy. 

Whatsoever Solomon's eyes desired^ he kept not from 
them i neither mthheld he his heart Jrom any joy * .• but 
experience taught liim, that there tvas no profit in any 
ioorldly enjoyment ; and his search after Happiness con- 
cluded with a thorough conviction, that rt was onljf to be 
obtained h.yjearifig GoD,and keeping His commandments. 

* Eccle&iastes. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XLVI. 

THE ISRAELITES ASSEMBLE TO CROWN REHOBOAM— 
TEN TRIBES REVOLT, AND MAKE JEROBOAM KIKC 
OVER ISRAEL. 

From 1 Kings, Chap, xiu 2 Chron. Chap. xi. 

And afler the death of Solomon, Rehoboam went to 
Shechem : for all Israel were come to Sfaechem to make 
him king. 

And it came to pass when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from 
the presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in 
Egypt,) 

That they sent and called him : and Jeroboam aad all 
the congregation of Israel came and spake unto Reho- 
boam, saying. Thy father made our yolce grievous: 
now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy 
father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, 
lighter, and we will serve thee. 

And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, 
then come again to me. And the people departed. 

And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men that 
ftood before Solomon his father, while he yet lived, and 
said. How do you advise, that I may answer this people ? 

And they spake unto him, saying,' If thou wilt be a 
servant unto this people this day, and wjlt serve them 
and answer them, and speak good words to them, then 
they will be thy servants for ever. • 

But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they 
had given him, and consulted with the young men that 
were grown up with him, and which stood up before 
kim : and he said unto them. What counsel give ye, that 

we 
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we may answer this people, who hare ipokeii to tme^ 
faying) Make the yoke which thy father did put upon 
U89 lighter? 

And the young men that were grown up with him» 
fpake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto this 
people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made 
our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us ; thus 
shalt thou say unto them, My little finger shall be 
thicker than my father's loins. 

And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy 
yoke, I will add to your yoke ; my father hath chastis- 
ed you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions* 

So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam 
the third day, as the king had appointed, saying. Come 
to me again the third day. 

And the king answered the people roughly, and for-^ 
look the old men's counsel that they gave him ; and 
spake to them after the counsel of the young men, say- 
jng. My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add 
to your yoke ; my father also chastised you with whips, 
but I will chastise you with scorpions. 

Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people ; 
for the cause was from the Lord, that he miglit perform 
his saying, which the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilo- 
nite unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat.. 

So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not 
unto them', the people answered the king, saying. What 
'portion have we in David? Neither have we inheritance 
in the son of Jesse : to your tents, O Israel : now see 
to thine own house, David. So Israel d^arted unto 
their tents. 

But as for the children of Israd which dwelt in the 
cities of Judali, Rehoboam reigned over them. 

Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, wbo^as over the 
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tribute ; anil all Israel stoned him with stooes that he 
died : therefore king Rehoboam made speed to get him 
tip to his chariot to flee to Jerusalem. 

So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto 
^his day. 

And it came to pass when all Israel heard that Jero- 
boam was come again, that they sent and called bim 
unto the congregation, and made bim king over all Is? 
jpael : there was none that followed the house of David, 
but the tribe of Judah only. 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he as- 
sembled all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, 
which were warriors ; to fight against the house of Is- 
rael, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon. 

But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of 
Oob ; saying. Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, 
king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Ben* 
Jamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying. Thus 
saith the Lord. Ye shall not go up, nor fight against 
your brethren the children of Israel: return every man 
to his house, for this thing is from' me. 

They hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, 
and returned to depart, according to the word of the 
Lord. And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built 
cities for defence in Judah. 

And he fortified the strong holds, and put captains 
in them, and store of victuals, and of oil and wine. 

And in every several cjty he put shields and spears, 
and made them exceeding strong, having Judah and 
Benjamin on his side. . 

And the priests and the Levites that were in all Is- 
rael, resorted to him out of all their coasts. 

Sa 
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So tliey strengthened thekingdom of Judah, end made 
Reh^toam the sod of Solomon strong, three years; for 
three years they walked in the way of David and Solomon* 

And Rehoboam made Abijah the son of Maachah the 
diief, te be ruler among his brethren : for he thought 
to make hun kmg. 

And he dedt wisely, and dispersed of all his children 
tliroughout all the countries of Judah and Benjamin* 
unto every fenced city: and he gave them ^victual in 
abundance. And he desired many wives. ' 

And it came to pass when Rehoboam had establish* 
ed the kingdom, and had strengthened himself, he for- 
sook the law of the LoaD, and all Israel with him. 

And it came to pass that in the fifth year of king Re- 
hoboam, Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jera. 
salem, (because they had (^'dnsgressed against the 
LoitD) with twelve hundred chariots, and threescore 
thousand hc>rsemen : and the people were without num- 
ber that came with him out of Egy^t, the Lubims, the 
Sukkiims, and the Ethiopians. 

And he took the fenced cities whidt pertained to 
Jadah, and came to Jerusalem. 

Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and 
to the princes of Judah that were gathered -togetlier lo 
Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said unto them» 
Thus saith the Lord, Ye have forsaken me, and there- 
fore have I also left you in the hand of Shishak. 

Whereupon the princesof Israel and the king humbled 
themselves: and they said, The Lord is righteous. 

And when the Loud saw that they humbled them* 
selves, the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah, say- 
ing. They have humbled themselves, therefore I will 
not destroy them, but I will grant them some deliver- 
ance: and my wrath shall not be poured out upon Jeru- 
salem' by the hand of Shishak. 

YOU III. It Never belesit 



. ^NfeverthdesS) tbey filia]l be his tenrants: that tli^y 
may know my service, and the service of the kingdoms 
qf the countries. 

. So Shishak king of Egypt came np against Jeruta- 

lan, and took away the treasures of the house of the 

iLoRDy and the treasures of the king's house ; he took 

he carried away also the shidds of gold which So- 

l9mon had made* 

Instead of which king Rehoboam made rineldssf 
brass, and committed them to the hands of the chief of 
the guard, that kept the entrance of the king's house. 

And wlien the king entered into the house of the 
Loud, tlie guard came and fetched them^ and brought 
them again into the guard-chamber. 

And when he humbled himself, the wrath ofthe LoRn 
turned from him, that he would not destroy him alt^e- 
ther ; and also in Judah things went well. 

So king Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jerusa* 
lem, and reigned. Rehoboam was one and forty yean 
old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen 
years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had cho- 
sen out of all the tribes of Israel to put his name there. 
And his mother's name was Naamah an Anunonttess. 

And he did evit« because he prepared not his heart to 
seek the XfOUD. 

And there was war between Rehoboam and Jevo* 
boam all their days. 

And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried 
in the city of l>aiiid. And Abijah his:soQ reigned in 
his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

. The young menwhom Rehoboam consulted, wereper- 
.f ons who had been educated with him, and who were 

.^uite 
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quite imskiUedra State a&ira* Behoboam teems to hare 
been a very imprudent priDce, or hp would not have pre« 
ferred the advice of such ignorant persons to the coun* 
sd of those, whom age and experience had taught^wis- 
dom ; besides, if be had taken a little time for reflectieo^ 
bis own reason would have suggested, that such kind 
of tfareatenings as he made use of, were more likely to 
aggravate than to appease the discontent of the people. 
Of what nature the grievances they complained of were^ 
we cannot exactly tell ; but it is likely, that Solomon 
had demanded contributions of them, towards his un-^ 
bounded expences, which they murmured to pay* 

Rehoboam did not endeavour to procure the favour #f 
the Lord ; instead of that, he left Jerusalem, where 
the Temple was, and repaired to Shechem; this shows, 
that he was not a religious prince. The people, it is likely, 
sent for Jeroboam from Egypt, to intimidate Rehoboam. 
When his subjects revolted, the king employed a very 
unpromising moAod to i»nciliate them ; for Adoram, 
as collector qftk^fribuUy was the most obnoxious person 
he could send; because it appeared that he came to de- 
mand what they had already refused to pay; so that it 
was natural to expect he would Mi a victim to their rage* 

Jn mer<^ to the house of David, and in remembrance 
of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the 
LoRB did not utterly ^r.sa^ his people, but from thlt 
time frequently made known his will by means of bn 
own Prophets; and on the present occasion the Lord 
graciously sent Shemaiah to prevent any furdier ooiw 
tests between the tribes, as it was in vain for Judah to 
strive against the Divine Will; neither would God 
permit Itrael to cut off the branch of Da^vid. 

We must not suppose, that Jeroboam's ambition, or 
RfiHOBOAM^s imprudence, werejrom the Lor D| the ori« 
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glnal eause of tliis unhappy revolution was the lotro^ 
duction of Idolatry into the land. While the kmg 
af Israel was careful of prcservmg the worship of Gei> 
j^ure and undefiledy he was considered as the Lord^ 
vicegerent ; and according to the cffoenant which the 
XfORD had graciously made, he had reason in all im* 
portant affkirs to expect direction from Gop, by whick 
he was bound tX) act. The Supkeme Being certainly 
;lcnoweth beforehand what every person will do, but he 
does riot indine any one lo evil; on the contrary, Grop 
has taught men the consequences of good and evtL If 
they are objects of mercy y His Providence interposes 
for their happiness ; but if, on the contrary, they are 
impious and oppressive^ and reject the warning He has 
caused to be given, God leaves them at hist'to fall into 
destruction, . The son of Solomon was disgraced, not 
only on accpunt of his father's apOstacy, but for neglect- 
h\g to destroy the idols which had been set «p in Israel, 
and for omitting to solicit for himself the favour of Go^; 
and Jeroboam's ambition was suffered to succeed, be- 
eause the ten tribes were unworthy of a better king. 

Temporal rewards and 'punishments are not perhaps 
5b equally dispensed as formerly, either towards king- 
dottis or paiticular individuals, for we are now taught 
to look fbr retribution in a future state ; but the king- 
dom of Israel had peculiar promises, that no wicked- 
ness should succeed against them whilst they continued 
to shew forth the glory of God ; and they had also 
threatenings of severe temporal punishments, if they 
brought dishonour upon His Holy Name, by putting 
idols in com|>etition with the Lord Gop. 

Instead of removing the abominations, which provok- 
ed the Lord to withdraw His glorious Presknce, Re- 
hoboam was intent only upon strengthening his king* 
dom by human means, and both he and his people in- 
creased 
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greased in wickedaesB ; but the Lord was itil) mindfu 
of His covenant with David, and for his sake prevented 
the ruin which threatened Judah, by restraining Shishak 
ham destroying them; and, that they might know that 
it was the power of the Loan that delivered them, tha 
prophet was sent beforehand to bring them ta repent-^ 
aoce. Happily for Judah they listened to his remon- 
strances. Shishak was however permitted to take the 
golden shields, which had been the pride of Solomon 
and Rehoboam : and also to despoil the Temple, which 
had already lost its greatest Giory. 

Rehoboam seems to have been affected with this 
deliverance, and to have frequented the Temple ailer- 
wards ; but still his service was deficient, for heprepap^ 
e4 not his heart to do the toill of the Lord. 

As we lately read that Solomon was married to ThSh 
laoh's daughter, it appears strange that Shishak^ king of 
Bgypt, should come against his son ; but about this timit 
there ha{^ned a revolcitton in Egypt, when that rac^ 
of kings, from whom Solomon's father-in-law descend-* 
ed was dispossessed of the throne, and was succeeded 
by another, of whom Shishak was the first monarch* 

How was the glory of Israel eclipsed by the division 
of the kingdom ! Yet it was perfectly consistent witi) 
Divine justice that it should be so, for both Rehoboam 
and the pe<^le bad forfeited Gou's fiivour. 

After the. death of Solomon we read no more of the 
Glory of the Lord appearing in the Tabernacle. Fron^ 
the time of this king's apostasy the will of the Lord 
was made known by Prophets^ to whom, it is said, the 
Word of the Lord came* The exact meaning of this 
expression cannot be known, but it is understood l^ 
signify, that, on particular occasions, the Word of thq 
Loan, or the Lord God, was so immediately present 
with the ProphetSi as to speak by them, or employ their 
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organs of speech to declare the Divine Wfll, instead <)f 
their ovn sentiments; and that the Lorp alto, by a 
divine energy, directed the Prophets where to go, and 
what to do, instead of leaving them to consult their 
ouon reason for expedients, in cases relating to their 
prophetic office. 

, SECTION XLVn. 

THE BEION OH JSHQBOAM, KING OF ISRAEL. 

TroM 1 KingSf Chap, xii, xiii, xiv. 

TMsn Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, 
and dwelt therein, and went out from thence, and built 
Penuel. 

And Jeroboam said in his heart. Now shall the king* 
dom return to the house of David: if tliis people go up 
to do sacriiice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, 
then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their 
lordi even to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall 
JuU me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 

Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two 
calves of gold, and said unto the people, It is too much 
for you to go up to Jerusalem : behold thy gods, O Is- 
rael, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

V^nd he set the one in Beth-el, and the other put he 
in Dan. 

And this thing became a sin : for the people went to 
worship before the one, even unto Dan. 

And he made a house of high places, and made priests 
fit the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons 
of Levi. 

And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth Knonth, 

on 
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thiatitf in Jadah^ and h^ offered upon the altar, (so did' 
be in Beth-eJ} sacrificing unto the calves that he had 
m^; and he placed' in Bethrel the priests- of the high 
places which he had made. 

So he.offered upon the altar which he had naade in 
Beth-el, the fifteenth day of the ei^th month, even in 
the month which he had devised of his own heart : and 
ordained a feast unto the children of Israel, and he 
ofered upon the altar, and bnmt incense. 

And behold there came a man of God out of Judah^ 
by the word of the Lord unto Beth*el : and Jeroboam 
stood by the altar to buiti incense. 

And he cried against the altar in the word of the 
Lord, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the Lonn^ 
Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, 
Josiah by name, and upon thee shall he offisr the priests 
of the high-places that burn incense upon thee, and 
men's bones shall be burnt upon thee. 

And he gave a sign the same day, saymg. This is the 
sign which the Lord Jiath spoken; Behold, the altar 
shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be 
poured out. *> 

And it came to pass when king Jeroboam heard the 
s&ying of the man of God, which had cried against the^ 
altar in Beth-el, that he put forth his hand from the 
altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand which 
he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not 
pull it in again to him. 

The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from 
the altar, according to the sign which the man of God^ 
had given by the word of the Lord, 

And the king answered and said unto the man of God,'' 
Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and pray^ 
for me, that my hand may be restored me again. And 
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Iheman ofOop btsottglittheLoiiD,a»d tiwking*iluaiia 
was restored hitn again, and becaoM as it was bdbre. 

And the kiog said unto the man of God, come home 
with me, and refresh thyself, and I wiil give thee a 
reward. 

And the man. of God iasd onto the king. If then wilt 
give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, 
neither will X eat bread, nor drink water in this place. 

For so waa it charged me by the word of the Lori^ 
saying. Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again 
l>y the sanse way that thou earnest. 

So he went another way, and returned not by the w^ 
that he came to Beth'^el. 

After this diiBg,Jeroboaiii returned not iVom his evil 
Vitay, but made again of the lowest of the people, prieils 
of the high-places ; whosoever would, he ooKaeerated 
bim, and he became one of the priests of the high p h ie c» 

Apd this thbg became sin unto tlie house of Jero* 
boam, even to cut it oSt, and to destroy it fironv off the 
face of the earth. 

At that time Abyah the son of Jeroboam fhll sick. 

And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and 
disguise thyself, that thoa be not known to be the mih 
of Jeroboam : and get thee to Shiloh ; behold, there is 
Ahijah the prophet, which told me that I should be king 
overttliis people* 

And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknds, and a 
•ruse of honey, and go to him : he shall tell thee what 
shall become of the child. 

And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose and went to 
iHiiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah : but Ahijah 
could not see, for his eye% were set by reason of his age. 

And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of 
Jeroboam oometh to ask a thing of thee for her son, fia 
he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her : for it 

shall 
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•hall beivlieA she coipedi in, that she shall feign her-* 
self to be another woman. 

. And it was S0| when Ahijah heard the sound of her 
feet, and she came in at the door, that he said, Come 
k, thou wife of Jeroboam, why feignest thou th jself to 
be anoth^* ? for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings* 

Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lord Gob of 
Israd, Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the 
people, and made thee prince over my people Israel. 

And rent the kingdom away from the house of David^ 
and gave it thee ; and yet thou hast not been as my 
servant David^ who kept my commandments, and whQ 
followed me with all his heart, to do that only which 
was r^htin nine eyes, but hast done evil above all that 
were before thee : for thou hast gone and made thee other 
gods, and molten images, to provoke me to anger, and 
hast cast me behind thy back. 

Therefore, behold, I wUl bring evil upon the house of 
Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every man, 
and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will take 
away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam as a man 
taketh away dvmg, till it be all gone. 

Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city,.shall the dogs 
eat : and him that dieth in the Qeid, shall the fowls of 
the aur eat : for the Lord hath spoken it. 

Arise thou, therefore, get thee to thine own house ; 
ftod when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die* 

And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him : for 
he only of Jeroboani\ shall come to the grave, because in 
him there is found some good thing towards the Lord 
God of Israel, in the house of Jeroboam. 

Moreover, the Loan sliall raise him up a king ovef 
Israel, wbo shall cut off the house of Jerc^oam thaf day i 
For the Lo&D shall smite Israel, a& a reed is shaken itv 
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the water, and He shall root up Israel out of this good 
land, which he gave to their fathers, and shall scatter 
them heyond the river, because they have made their 
groves, provoking the Lo rd to anger. 

And he shall give Israel up, because of the sin of 
Jeroboam, who did sin, and who made Israel to sin. 

And Jeroboam's wife arose, and departed, and came to 
Tirzah : and when she came to the threshold of the 
door, the child died. 

And they buried him, and all Israel mourned for him, 
according to the word of the Lord, which he spaka by 
the hand of his servant Ahijab the prophet. 

And the iays which Jeroboam reigned, were two 
and twenty years ; and he slept with his fathers, and 
Kadab his son reigned in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Jeroboam soon forgot the admonitions of the prophet> 
and brought the curse of God upon himself by the abo* 
minable practice of idolatry. It seems that he appre- 
hended Rehoboam would have the advantage, and en- 
tice the people back to himself, if they continued to 
resort to the Temple at Jerusalem; he therefore 
studied Hor an expedient to prevent them. 

In Solo^ion's reign the people built them high places 

^ on everyhiUf and under every g rttn tree j and did accord* 

ing to all the abominations of the nations, iiohch the Lord 

cast out h^ore the children qf Israel; so they were 

easily induced to forsake the Lord. 

Jeroboam knew that he had not the medns to build a 
temple ti» vie with that of Solomon, but something he 
thought he must do to prevent the desertion of hispeople. 
Having resided for a long time in Egypt, he wished to 
form an alliance with that country, with a view to 
strengthen his power. Among their numerous idols the 

Egyptians 
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Egyptians had two oxen which they worshipped one at 
^ecity of Memphis, cidled Apis; the other at Hierapolis, 
called Mnepis^, That he might therefore gain the favout* 
of his people, Jeroboam made idols in the form of these 
oxen, and placed them likewise in different parts of his 
kingdom. Dan was famous, in the time of Micah, for 
his Teraphin ; and Bethel was esteemed a sacred place 
on account of Jacob's vision of the ladder, and the 
Lord's frequent appearance to him. By setting up hid 
golden calves in these places, which had long been 
esteemed sacred, Jeroboam contrived at once to please 
the Egyptians, and to gratify his own subjects. 

Zoan, the city at which the new race of Egyptian kingt 
resided, was not far from the borders of Canaan. It w^at 
the interest of former kings to be upon good terms wit^ 
David's race ; but Shishak had cause to fear, that Solo- 
mon's son would be ready to join the deposed family fft 
Egypt; for this reason it was politic for him to encou-^ 
rage Jeroboam, who appeared to be an usurper also. - 

All the order of priests and Levites adhered to tlie 
Temple service, by which they drew the displeasure of 
Jeroboam upon them; and having occasion for ministers, 
he chose such as we read of. This was a great act of pre- 
sumption, but Jeroboam stopt at nothing to effect his am- 
bitious purposes; for, without the least regard to the or^/* 
nances of the Lo aif, he instituted newjvmvah; so that 
he totally subverted the public worship, and the people 
plunged themselves headlong into the grossest idolatry, 
and entirely forsook the Lord ; but, in his infinite mercy, 
the Lo R D vouchsafed to call them to repent. tnce, by send- 
ing a prophet, and working «uch miracles as must have 
converted them, if they had not hardened their hearts. 

The mercj/ofGoD was shewn to Jeroboam in warning 
him of the destruction he would bring op his famjly ; 
and also to his son^ the good young Abijah, by taking 

L 6 him 



( 288 ) 

kfin into a lu^ppkr state: his 498th» which was a puaitb- 
nent to the parent, was a blessing to the cbild» by re- 
moving hm to a better worUL 

TThe IrfORD threatened, by the moutb^ of His pl-ophet, 
that, ** he toouU givt Israel up, became qfibe dn ofjero^ 
boam^ tvAo dill m, ami who madcJ^raei to Hn.^* We mult 
not from this suppose, that Israel would have beea 
fMinished for the wickedness of their sovereign^ if the 
people had adhered to their duty* They well knew that 
Jeroboamf 8 proceedings were directly contrary to the law 
ffQon; yel they tvUlingfy sMide themselves partakers 
of his crime, and therefore deserved to be given up* 
It is called Jeroboam* s sin^ because he introduced it; 
but the people must have been inclined to idolatry, or 
A^ would not have' been sp easily influenced by him* 

Jeroboam and the Israelites were as undeserving as the 
ptof/ie 0t Judah of GoD'sJetvour; and one is lost in ad* 
miratiipn of the divine forbearance, that they were 
fuffered to remain on the face of the earth ? 

Theprediction,which the prophet delivered respecting 
JosiAH,was a very remarkable one, and it was afterwards 
exactly accomplished *• We are told, that the youag 
prophet who spake it came to a very untimely end; for 
he suffer^ himself to be persuaded by another prophet, 
who pretended to be also inspired, to go to his hmise^ in* 
stead of obey ing the Lo an 's commands, which the young 
|»rophet had himself received by divine inspiration ^ to 
punish him for thus inconsiderately preferring the word 
of a man to the 'word of God, he was torn to pieces by 
a lion (to save him from which he was perhaps directed 
to return home another way). This punishment appears 
very severe, because it seems that the young prophet 
leally thought the old prophet spake trut^ ; for we may 
suppose GtQD permitted him to be slain for a warning to 

* 1 Kiags zuL 20, &c 
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oAen, wUch ws» particuIaHy neceisary in the land of 
Israel in those times; and whenever it is theDiviNf 
Will to inflict jr^mentSf which ta human apprehen* 
sion appear severei we must, recollect, that this lile ig 
not the wkol^ of our es^istencc^ but ^ere is a futurf 
stMt$f vokere Qoo mil bring every, work intojmlgmienif 
ami 0V€r^ ^^oret thou^^ yohether it he goodf or mh^kac 
ii be evil, and reward us accordingly. 

SECTION XLVIIL 

THK mJUk&H OJt A»IJAJIf» iiAth%9 ALSO M9lJAUf 

XING OF J0»AS« 

From I Kings, Chap. xv. 2 Chron, Chap. xiii. ' 

Kow in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboaoi th^ 
son of Nebaty reigned Ab^am over Judah. 

Three yeara reigned he in Jerusalem; and bp waljc^ 
in all the sina of his father^ which he had done before 
him : and his heart was not perfect with the Lor^ hif^ 
GoDy as the heart of David his father^ 

Nevertheless, for David's sake did the Loan his Goo 
^ve him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his son after him^ 
and to establish Jerusalem: because David did tliat 
which was right in the eyes of the Lord; and turned 
not aside from any thing that he commanded him all 
the days of his life> save only the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite. 

And ther.e was war between Eehohoam and Jeroboam 
all the days of his life* 

And Abijam set the battle in array with an army of 
valiant men of war, even four hundred thousand qhosea 
men. Jeroboam also set the battle in array against him 
with eight hundred thousand chosen men, being mighty 
i^en of valour. 

^ And Abi^am stood up ugOQ mpunt Zemaraim^ which 
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i» in mount Ephraim, and taid. Hear me, tho« Jero^ 
boam, and all Israel. 

Ought ye not to knovr, that the Lord God of Israel 
gave the kingdom over Israel to Darid for ever, eves 
to him and to his sons by a covenant of salt i 

Yet J^oboam the son of Nebati the servant of Solo- 
mon the son oft* David, is risen up and hath rebelled 
against his lord. 

% And there lure gathered unto him vain men, the chil* 
dren of Belial, and have strengthened themselves against 
Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was 
young and tender-hearted, and could net withstand 
them* 

And now ye think to withstand the kingdom of tbe 
Lord in the hand of the sons of David; and ye be a 
great multitude, and there are with you golden calves, 
%hich Jeroboam made you for gods. 

Have ye not cast out the priests of the Lord the soni 
of Aaron, and the Levites, and have made you priests 
after the manner of the nations of other lands ? so that 
whosoever cometh to consecrate himself with a young. 
buUock and seven rams, the same may be a priest of 
them that are no gods. 

But as for us, the Lord is our God, and we have not 
forsaken him: and the priests which minister unto the 
LoKD are the sons of Aaron, and the Levites wait upon 
their business* 

And they burnt unto the Lord every morning and 
every evening burnt sacrifices and sweet incense : the 
fehew-bread also they set in order upon the pare table i 
and the candlestick of gold with the lamps thereof, to 
burn every evening : for we keep the charge of the 
Lord our God, but ye have forsaken him. 

And behold, God himself is with us for our captain, 
and his priests with sounding trumpets to cry alarm 
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against you. O ye children o^ Israel, fight ye not against 
the Lord God of your fathers; for ye shall not prosper. 

But Jeroboam caused an ambushment to come about 
b^hhid them: for they were b^re Judah, and the 
ambushment was behind them. 

And when Jiididi lobleed back; behold, the battle n^as 
before and litehind : and they cried unto th^ LottD, and 
the priests sounded with the trumpets. 

Then the men of Judah gave a shout: and as th# 
men of Judah shouted, it came to pass, that Go* sfiMite^ 
Jeroi>oam and all Israel befbre Abijam and Judah, 

And the children of Israel fled before Ju<kh : and 
God delivered them into their hand. 

And Abijam and his people slew them with a great 
slaughter : so there fell down slain of Israel five hun- 
dred thousand ohosen men. 

Hius the children of Irrael were brought under ^t^ 
that time, and the children of Judah prevailed, because 
they relied upon the Lord God of their fathers. 

And Abtjam pursued after Jeroboam, and took cities 
ftbaa him, Beth-el with the towns thereof, and Jesha^ 
nah with the towns thereof, and Ephraiin with the towns 
thereof. 

Neither did Jeroboam recover strength again in the 
days of Abijam, and the Lord struck him, and he died* 

But Abijam waxed mighty, and marriedfourteen wives^ 
and had twenty and two sons, and sixteen daughtersi 

And the rest of the acts of Abijam, and his ways and 
his sayings, are written in the story v^ the prophet Iddo* 

And Abijam slept with his fathers, and they bnried 
him in the city of David ; and Asa his son reigned in 
his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In the speech which Abijam addressed to Jeroboam 
and the IsraeMtesi codling upon them t» ihe nameofihe 

Lord 



Lord to Svrtake idolatry, fad retsum to Ibofar iki^y lit 
9f9ike agreeably to the will of God, and as Iweame the 
desoendiM^t q£ David : Jeroboam, od the Qom^taty^pre' 
^tinpiwmf^ opposed the Loed, and, 4epeiiduig ob im 
superior army, he resolved to attem|it the destruotum 
of Jiidaby Uiough he had formerly hem fm^uddeb by a 
divine oooimaiid to lift up his hc»d against the race of 
David; the Lord, therefore sol <m^ d^vered JudiA^ 
tet enabled Abijiam^ by His Ability power, to obtain 
a wonderfnl victory over the Israelites; and we are 
taught to regard the Diviira interposUiont on this oc- 
casmn, as a proof of God's yemembranee of Davidi to 
whom he had pronused^ tibat his fidelity shoiild bo 
Sutlif lewavded -by blessings mi his poslc»i^, tb^igh 
lor reasons, which must appear just^ ib^ would be dh 
flicted for a time. 

If Ahijam aad the pepple of Judah had coiHiiived 
rtadfust in the principles whioh. seemed to fa^ve aetoaled 
them on this ooeasion, the favour of dko Leau wouM 
iMve remaised with thess for their stwi sakm; but we 
are toId» that this king wUk^d ia aU the sims ^ kisja^ 
tkgr, for-he removed not the high places, neitter did 
he destroy idolatry, as he might have done, when be 
had Beth*e] in his power; and he found byenpesience, 
that not only Ins people would staod by Um/ in ^e at^ 
tjHipt, bt^ that be Imd the greatest reason to expect 
thftfc the LoftD would Himself assist hkn in the vindi* 
oatioB of his honour : for this neglect, it is lifcdy, duit 
the LoinD rtK>rtened the days of Abi)«Bs* 

SECTION XLIX. 

THE REIGNS OF NADAB AND BAASHA, KINGS Of^ 

ISRAEL^ 

, From I Kings f Chap* xv, xvi. 

. A^D Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over 

Israeli 
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I«*ael» in tbe laoond ydar of Asa kkg of Jucbh, and 
reigned over litael two jears« * 

Aad.te did evil in 4:lie night of the Lo an, Mid imalked 
in the wa^r of his fath^ri and in his sin wherewith he 
made, "bstael to wio. 

And Baa^a tke eonof 'AhtjaA, of the houseof iSsa* 
dar* coMBfired against him ; and Baasha soiate^him at 
Gibbethon, which .belongeth* to thePhiliitines^ (ibr Na- 
dab and all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon). 4 

And Baasha did oyil in the sight of the Loan, and 
walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin where- 
witii' be made Israelite Sin» 

And it came At)ass when he reigned^ that ha 4«M0 
all tim house' ^fJerebbara, he left net to Jef*oboam any 
that brai^ad^ nati^ he had desSFmyed him^ atfeoitdyg 
unto the saying of the Loro^ whtoh he spake^by his 
aarvant Ah^idi the Shikinite. 

Beowise tita^sins of Jevelioaffl adrich h*stMiei}» attd 
aMck he auHk Israel to sin, by his provocation where* 
wish ha pvaaokad the Lobv Gbn of Israel to anger. 

Aad there was war between; Asa and Baasha king of 
Israel all their %y8. 

' Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son <tf 
Hananiy against Baasha^ saying. Forasmuch as I eitalted 
thee out of the dust, and made thee prince oret my 
people Israel) and thou hast walked in the way of-Jere* 
boam> and hast made my people Israel to My to ptro'* 
▼oke me to anger with their sins* 
. Behold, I wUl take away the posteri^ of Baasha, and 
the posterity of his house: and will make thy house like 
the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 

Hun that dieth of Baasha in the city, shall the dogs 
eat; and him that dieth of his in the fields, shall the 
fowls (^ the air eat. 
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So Baasha slepl wkb hi* fatherSi and was bimed m 
Tirzflb, and Elah his son reigned in his stead. 

And also by the hand of the prophet Jehu the son of 
Uinani, came the word of the Lord i^ust Baasho, 
and against his house, e^en for all the evil that he did 
in the sight of the Lord, in provokingohim to anger 
with the work of his hands, in being like the house e£ 
Jeroboatn, and because he killed Nadab. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Nadab's wicked reign was of short duration, for he 
shut himself totally out from the Lord's favour by 
idak^nottS practices and hardened obdura^ : therefore 
the treachet^ of Baasha was suffiered to succeed agaiut 
him. The cruelty of this ambitious mail in destroying 
•o many of his predecessor's r^ations proceeded Jfirom 
b^own bad hearty and was therefore reckoned amongst 
the erimes for which he was cut off. Baasha did not, 
in Ibis HHittw, a^ in cimsequence of any express conn 
mand frovfk God to destroy the posterity of Jeroboam, 
but in ordw to usurp the throne: he was therefore 
guilty of murder. We must not suppose, therefore, 
that he was it^igaied by Goo, but only that he was nn^ 
restrfdfmdf as be would have been, if Jeroboam and hti 
family had endeavoured to secure the Divine proteo* 
tion. We have already met with, instances, in the course 
(^ this history, of the Lord's taking compassion on rei- 
pentant sinners, and withholding that destruction which 
would have fallen on them if they had persisted in theif 
sin, particularly in the case of David. Jeroboam and 
his race would have been preserved in like manner if 
they had imitated David's example: so that the Lord 
might justly say to Baasha, by the mouth of his prophet, 
I'Orasmuch as I exalted thee out qfthe dust^ and made thee 
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fmce over mf people Isrti^lf S^c. because it would have 
been impossible for Baa^a to have exalted hivistlfi 
contrary to the Divine Will, 

We have cause to admire the goodness and justice of 
God in every instance, for they were botli displayed,^ 
even in his dis^nsations to^vards those bad kings, who 
resisted his authority and despised his power. 



SECTION L. 
From I Kings, Chap. xvi.*^2 Chron. Chap» xiv, xv, xvi. 

So Abijam slept wit^ his fk^ers, and they buried him! 
in the city of David. - And Asa his sen reigned in hir 
itead. In his d^ the land was quiet ten years. 

And Asa did that which was good and right in tho 
eyes of the Lor o his Gob. 

For he took away the altars of the strange gods^ and 
the high places, and brake down the images^ aad cut-' 
down the groves : t 

And coiamdinded Judah toseek the Lord Ood of theifv 
Others, and to do the law and the commandments^ 

Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah^th^ 
liigh places and the images : and the kingdom was qui^ 
l>efore him. ' 

And he built fenced cities in Judah : for the land had 
'^t, and he had no war in those years ; because the 
I^RD had given him rest. 

Therefore he said unto Judah, let us build these cities i 
*nd make about them walls and towers, gates and bars, 
^hile the land is yet before us ; because we have sought 
tae LoRi> our God., we have sought him, and he hath 
given us rest on every side. So they built and prospered^ 

And 
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And Ami bad an wnay of men that bare targets and 
qiears,' out of Judah three hundred thousands and out 
of Benjamin, that bare shiekU and drew bows two hun- 
dred and fourscore thousand ; all these were mighty 
men of valour • 

And th^e came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian 
with an host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred 
chariots : and he came to Mareshah. 

Then Asa went out against him, and they set the bat- 
tle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 

And Asa cried unto the Loan his God, and said, 
Loap, it h nothing with diee to help, whether with 
many, or with them that have no power : help us, 
IiftRii our God ; for we rest on thee, and in thy name 
we go against Mb multitude : O Lord, tfaou art cnst 
God ; let not man prevail against thee. 

So the LoRB snsote die Ediiopians before Asa, and 
before Judah, and the Ethiopians fled. 

And Asa and the people that were wkh bun pursued 
diem imto Gerar : and the Ethiopians were orertbrowBy 
that they could not recover themselves : for they were 
destroyed before the Loan and before his boat ; and 
they carried away very much spoiL 
And tbey smote all the cities roundabout Gerar, for the 
ftar of the Lord came upon them ; and they spoiled all 
the cities, for there was exceeding much spoil in them. 

They smote also the tents of cattle, and carried away 
abeep and camels in abundance, and returned to Je- 
rusalem. 

And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son 
of Oded. 

. And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, 
Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin ; The 
Lord is with you, while ye be with him ; and if ye sedc 
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him, he will be found of you; but if je foriake him, 
he will forsake you* 

Now for a long season Isifael hath b^en without the 

true God, and withouta teaching priest, and without Iaw» 

But when they in their trouble did turn unto the Lo&o 

God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them* 

And in those times there was no peace to him that 
went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexationi 
were upon all the inhabitants of the countries. 

And nation was destroyed of i^ation, and city of city $ 
for God did vex them with all adversity. 

Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak : for your work shall be rewarded. 

And when Asa heard these words, and the prophecy 
of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put ^wajy 
the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah and 
Benjamin, and out of the cities which be had taken frofit 
mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of the LoaD 
that was before the porch of the Lord. 

And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the 
strangers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseb, an4 
out of Simeon : for they fell to him out of Israel in 
abundance, when they saw that the Loan his God wai 
with him. 

So they gathered themselves together in Jerusalem 
in the third month, aD4 in the fifteenth year of the re^ 
of Asa. 

And they ofiered unto the Lord the same time, of 
the spoil which they had brought, seven hundred oxen» 
and seven thousand sheep. 

And they entered into a covenant to seek the LoRl> 
God of their fathers, with all their heart and with all 
their soul : that whosoever would not seek the Lo&ii 
God of Israel, should be put to death, whetherjunall 
#r gteat, whether man or woman. 

5 And 



( -m ) 

And they «ware nrito the Lord with a loud voice, 
knd with shouting, with trampets, and with cornets. 

And all Judah rejoiced at the oath : for they had 
iwom with all their heart, and sought him wFth their 
whole desire, and he was found of them : and the Lord 
gave them rest round about. 

And also concerning Maachah, the mother of Asa the 
king, he removed her from being queen, because she 
had made an idol in a grove : and Asa cut down her 
idol, and^taraped it, and burned it at the brook Kidron. 
But the high places were not taken away out o( 
Israel : nevertheless^ the heart of Asa was perfect all 
his days. 

And there was no more war unto the five and thir. 
tieth year of tlie reign of Asa. 

In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa, 
Baasha king of Israel came up against Judah, and bailt 
Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or 
come in to Asa king of Judah. 

Then Asa brought out silvef and gold out of the trea- 
sures of the house of the Lord, and of the king's bouse, 
and sent to Ben-hadad, king of Syria, that dwelt at Da- 
mascus, saying, There is a league between me utd 
thee, as there was between my father and thy father: 
Behold, I have sent thee silver and gold ; go break 
thy Ici^^ue with Bkasha, king of Israel, that he may de- 
part from me. 

And Ben-hadad hearkeiicd unto king Asa» and sent 
the captains of his armies against the cities of Israd: 
and they smote Ijon and Dan, and Abel-maim^ and all 
tile store cities of Napthtali. 

^ And it came to pass, when Baasha heard It, that he 
left off building of Ramah, and let his work cease. 
. Then Aisa the king took alUudab; and they carried 

4wiy 
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9W9J the ftones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, 
wherewith Baasha was building; and he built there- 
vith Geba and Mizpah. 

And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of 
Judah, and said unto him. Because thou hast relied on 
the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lord thy Goo, 
theirefore is the host of the king of Syria eicaped out 
of thine hand. 

Were not the Ethiopians and Lubims a huge host, 
with very many chariots and horsemen ? yet, because 
thou didst rely on the Loan, he delivered them into 
thine hand. 

For the eyes of the Lord run too and fro throughout 
the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the bahalf 
of them whose heart is perfect towards him. Herein 
thou hast done foolishly : therefore from henceforth 
thou shalt have wars. 

Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in 
a prison-houses for he was in a rage with hira because 
of this thing. And Asa oppressed some of the people 
the same time. 

And Asa in the thif^y and ninth year of his reign was 
diseas^ in his feet, until his disease was exceeding 
^reat : yet in his disease he sought not to the Lord, 
butio the physicians. 

And Asa s^pt with his fathers, and died in the one 
and fortieth year of his reign. 

And th^y buried him in his own sepulchres, which he 
had mfkde for himself in ihe city of David, and laid him 
in the bed which waf filled with sweet odours and di« 
vers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries' ar^ 
aod they made a very great burning for him. 
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ANNOTATIONS avd EEFLECTIONS. 

Asa, we find, employed the peace with which he was 
bletsed in reforming many abuses, and made great ad- 
vances towards extirpating idolatry, and for this pur- 
pose he destroyed all the high places in which there 
were any altars erected to strange gods*, but he did 
not venture to take away those where the Lord God 
alone was worshipped, because they were at that time 
regarded as sacred, on account of the former appear- 
ance of the Lord or some other miraculous event 

Maachah, the mother of Asa, is supposed to ha^e 
been not only an idolatress, but a priestess to one of the 
idols : the king^s behaviour to her was therefore per- 
ftctly consistent with his duty to God. 

It seems that Abijah in his reign had set aside ac- 
cording to usual custom, some of the spoil to be dedi- 
cated to the Loan : but his piety did not continue long 
enough for him to complete his purpose. 

Zerah, the king who invaded Jerusalem, is supposed 
to have come from Arabia : notwithstanding he brought 
such an astonishing army, his attempt was fruitless; for 
as Israel confided in theLo r d, the rock of their salvation^ 
it was in vain for human power to strive against them. 

Though GrbD did not in those days honour his people 
With a visible token of His immediate Presence in the 
Tabernacle, He still gave repeated proofs that He was 
near at hand, to hear their prayers, and lend them assbt- 
ance,if they would but seek Him with a willing heart. 
His servants, the prophets, were occasionally sent to a3- 
mtnish and encourage them, that they might not forget 

* Tins explanation accounts for the seeming disagreement be- 
tween ch. xW. ret. S. of the 3d of Chren, and cb. xv. ver. If. of 
the 1st of JCings. See Patrick*! ComnicDt. 

the 
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thfi promisee made to their forefathers, aor fall iiit« 
despair from the apprit^ension that Goi) had utterly 
forsaken them.. 

As long as Asa continued to rely on the Lord, h^ 
was blessed with prosperity ; but we find his ^eal abat* 
cd, and instead of applying to God, as on a former oc« 
casion, he engaged the aid of the king of Syria, by 
means of some of the treasures of the House of Gon* 
Id this Asa committed a great sin ; for though, in cases 
of extreme necessity, the people of God were allowed 
to make use of things sacred for the defence of their 
country, they had no such pretence here. God had 
wonderfully protected them against the Ethiopian king, 
why, therefore, should Asa doubt the efficacy of the 
Divine power to . overcome Baasha ? Besides, it was 
An act unworthy a king of Judah to bribe any one to 
break a league or covenant ; and w^ learn that if he 
had not taken this step, the Lord would have delivered 
the Syrians into his ha^nd : for in respect to the rise and 
fall of kingdoms, nothing happens by chance ; the eyes 
of the Lord run to and Jro throughout the whol£ 
Earth, to sheto himself strong in behalf of those whosd 
heart is perfect towards him* 

The prophet Hanani was sent to reprove Asa : the 
king did not receive this prophet with thankfulness, as 
he ought to have done ; but afironted the honour of the 
Lord, by beh|iviug with cruelty to his servant, and pro- 
ceeded to the oppression of his subjects also. Asa was, 
it seems, afflicted with a disease in his feet, supposed to 
have been the gout ; this made him fretful and imp^* 
tient ; but no excuse can be made for his distrusting 
God, and depending entirely on the physicians^ be* 
cause medicines can only prove efficacious through 
God's blessing : if we pray for that, we may hope for 

VOL. III. M relief 
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the people that followed Tibni the son4>f Ginath.: 
Tibui.diedy and Omri reigned. 

In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah began 
Omri to reign over Israel twelve years : six years reign- 
ed he in Tirzah. 

' And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer^ for two 
talents of silver, and built on the liill, and called the 
name of tlie city which.he built, after the name of She- 
mer, owner of the hill Samaria. 

But Omri wreught evil in the eyes of the Load, and 
did worse than all that were before him : 

For he walked in all the ways of Jeroboam the sen 
of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to 
sin, to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger with 
their vanities* 

So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in 
Samaria, and Ahab his son reigned in his stead* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We here read that the threatening which the Lord 
had denounced by the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani, 
against the family of Baasha, that they should be ad cff 
like the house of Jeroboam^ was soon exactly fulfilled; 
but Zimri^ who destroyed them, imitated wicked Jero- 
boam in his idolatrous practices, for which his life and 
reign were shortened. Though he died by his- own 
hand, he might still be said to be cut off by the Lord, 
because he would have been preserved from despair, if 
he had not given himself up to incorrigible wickedness. 

It is said of Omri, that he did worse than all who 

were before him; from whence we may conjecture, that 

he introduced more abominable idolatries than even 

Jeroboam had ^oiie, aiid that by severe laws (called in 

♦ ^ onothei 
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Another part of Scripture the statutes of OmriJ restrain- 
ed the Israelites from going to Jerusalem to 'worship, 
and compelled them to worship the calves at Bethel 
anA Dan, and perhaps other abominable idols also. 

All the kings who had reigned over Israel, from the 
time of the division of the kingdom, were remarkable 
for their impiety. 

SECTION Lll; 

THE BEGINKING OF TUB REIGN 0^ JEHOSHAPHAT 

KINO OF JUDAK. 

Front 2 Chronicles^ Chap^ xvii. 

And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa reigned in the stead 
of his father, and strengthened himself against Israel. 

And he placed forces in all thefenced cities of Judah, 
and set garrisons in all the land of Judah, and in the 
cities of Ephraim which Asa his father had taken. 

And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, because he 
walked in the first ways of his father Asa, and souglit 
not unto Baalim; But sought to the Lord God of his 
father David, and M'alked in his commandments, and 
not after the doings of Israel. 

Therefore the Lord established thelcingdom in his 
hand ; and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat presents : 
and he had riches and honour in abundance. 

And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the 
Lord : moreover, he took away the high places and 
groves out of Judah. 

And Jehoshaphat waxed strong exceedingly: and he 
built in Judah castles, and cities of store. 

And he had much business in the cities of Judak : 
and the men of war, nlighty men of valour, were in 
Jerusalem, 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

• Jelioshaphat seems to have been educated with great 
care, and to have received from his father, who at that 
time walked in the way of David, early impressiop* 
of piety. Jehoshaphat began his reign with that dis. 
position of mind which his station required, and endea- 
voured to bring about a thorough reformation in Judah. 
He not only took away the high places, but sent to his 
princes to teach hi the cities of Judah, and mth them he 
sent priests and Levites, who had the book of the law vcith 
them. 

It is supposed that the princes admonished the peo« 
pie, and required them to observe the Law which 
the priests and Levites came to explain ; ^bh^gthmi 
to treat those who were sent by the king's command 
on so important an errand with respect, and boar tham 
wfth attention. In those d^ys there was,. what is fu^" 
perly called by one of the prophets, a spiritual jfi^ine*. 
There were then no public synagogues, ivor puWic 
.teachers, as there were afterwards; and the people 
.were fallen into such a state of general ignocance, that 
there was scarcely a copy of the law to be found in the 

, whple country ; for which reason it was thought ad- 
visable and necessary, for the priests and Levites. to 
carry one with tliem. 

We read, that Jehoshaphat's subjecta amounted to an 
astonishusg number^ his valiant men are computed at 
1,100,000. His dominions included not only Judi^ 
and Benjamin (which were incorporated so as to become 
one tribe), but reached into the tribe&ef Dan, Ephraiin, 

• $ikd Simeon, into Arabia, and the country of the Phi* 

♦ Amot, cbap. Tiii. 11. 
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listioes : in a word from Beersheba to the mountains of 
Ephraim one way^ from Jordan to the Mediterranean 
Sea another. The Levites also, whom Jeroboam thrust 
out, joined themselves to Judah ; and multitudes of 
other persons,' who abhorred idolatry, followed them 
, from all parts of Israel. There were, besides, gre^at 
numbers of foreigners in Judah ; so that we may easily 
conceive Jeboshaphat's kingdom to have been as 
populous as it is here represented. 

The great pains this good king took to propagate 
religion, not only procured him the favour of God, but 
gained the hearts of his subjects ; and the Lorp struck 
such a dread of him into his enemies, that instead ol 
invading his dominions, the Philistines came voluntarily, 
and paid him a tribute which had been suspended for 
many years ; and the- Arabians also sent a great number 
of flocks and herds, as an acknowledgment of their 
homage.. 

* We find that Goj) wis 'perf^lly true to his promises; 
for whenever the king and people, either of Israel or , 
Judah, were mindful of their duty, he blessed them with 
prosp^tty ; and as constantly brought adversity upon 
them^ when they Jorsook his worship: if they woujd 
but have been a righteous people, what happiness might 
they have enjoyed! what miseries would they have 
escaped ! 

SECTION LIU. 

THE BEGINNING OF THE BEiaN OF AHAB KING OF 
ISRAEL — AND OF THE HISTORY OF ELIJAH THB 
PROPHET. 

From 1 KingSf Chap, xvi, xvii. 
And in the. thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, 
began Ahab the^ son of Omri to reign over Israel in 
Samaria. 

M 4 And 
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And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of tfie 
Lord, above all that were before him. 

And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
that he took to wife Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal 
king of the Zidonians^ and went and served Baal, and 
worshipped him. 

And he reared np an altar for Baal, in the house of 
BaaJI, which he had built in Samaria. 

And Ahab made a grove ; and Ahab did more to 
provoke the Loud God of Israel to anger than all the 
kings of Israel that were before him. 

In his days did Hiel the Belh-elite build Jericho : be 
laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his first-born, and 
set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, ac- 

* cording to the word of the Lord which he spake by 
Joshua thfe son of Nun. 

And Elijah the Tishbite who was of the inhabitants 
of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LoRi> God of Israel 
•liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor 
tain these years, but according to my word. 

And the word of the Lord came unto^ Elijah, saying, 
Get thee hencie, and turn tliee eastward, and hide thy- 
self by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. And 

• it 'Shall be that thou shalt drink of the brook, and I hafc 
commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 

So he went, and did according unto the word of the 
Lord : for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, 
that is before Jordan. And the ravens brought hi'm 
bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in 
the evening ; and he drank of the brook. 

And it came to paas alter a while that the brook dried 
up, because there had been no rain in the land. 

And Jezebel sent to destroy all the prophets in the 

land. 
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land. And Obadiah hid an hundred of them in a cave^ 
and fbd them with bread and water. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

♦ 
We find that tjiere was at this time a great contract 

between the ^ttx) kingdoms: for whilst the king of Judah 

was using every means for propagating true religion^ the 

king of Israel employed himself in exalting idols. Ahab 

not only continued the worship of the calves, which 

Jeroboam had set up, but- he married Jezebel, the 

daughter of EthbaaY, king of Tyre, whom he suffered ^ 

to introduce new abominations ; and to gratify her im- 

piety^ he built an altar to Baal in Israel. 

That Ahab might not plead the example of his fa-' 

•ther^ and pretend ignorance of- the Lord, Elijah the 

prophet was graciously sent ta warn and admonish hioK 

Thesbe, the birth-place of this extraordinary person^ . 

was on the other side Jordan in the land of Gad. He is 

supposed to have been ikejatherx>r chief oi the prophets 

of that ^ge, a man of great and elevated soul^ of a ge- 

neroi^ and undaunted spirit, a zealous defender of the 

laws of God, and ii just avenger of a violation- of HUs •>, 

honour.:' 

. It was ^e LaRD^s will tasend a famine on Israel ; and ^ 

that Ahab might not impute it to natural causes, Elijah 

was^inspired to inform> him^ that it was inflicted by the 

hand of God, who withheld the usual refreshments from 

the earth for the wickedness of him and his people, and ^ 

that the drought should continue. 

As the -Lord foresaw that the completion of thi9 

prediction would draw Ahab's resentment upon Elijah, . 

hk^rder to preserve this prophet from the cruel effecti^ 

•tthe king.'8 rage, and to shew his almighty power^ H« ^ 

M 5 commanded < 



^BMmaa»d^ £lij;ab to T&tlrer to tb0 brook Cheritb^ whicjEi 
was near the river Jordan* , ' 

If we had not been told that th^ Lord sent the ravens 
which fed Elijah, it would be quite astonishing to think, 
that creatures so voracious, and seemingly of such a 
cruel i^atura, should perform «o land en office ; but 
;ivitJi this explanation the wonder ceases, Jbr all things 
ff^c possible to Gox>. 

SECTION LIV. 

MhlJAH AND TUB WIDOW OF ZAEEPHATH. 

From 1 KingSf Chap. xvii. 

Akd the word of the Lor d came unto Elijali, saying, 
^rise, get thee to Zarepbath, which belongeth to Zidon, 
and dwell there ; behold I have commanded a widow 
tWoman there to sustain thee. 

So he arose, and went to Zarepbath: and wben he 
came .to the gate of the city, behold the widow woman 
was tliere gatliering of sticks: and he called to her, and 
said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, 
. hat I may drink. ^ 

And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, 
^x^ said, Bring me, I pray ibee, a morsel of bread in 
•thine hand. 

And she said, as the Lord thy God lii^olh, I have 
4iot a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a 
4ittle oil in a cruse : and behold, I am gathering two 
sticks, that I may go in, and dress ilfor me and myson^ 
%hat we may eat it, and die. 

And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as then 
^ast said : Lut make nae thcnreof a little cajce ficst^ aad 
tHric^jt unto me, and after make for thee an^for thy sob. 

For 
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For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of 
meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, 
until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon* the 
earth. 

And she went and did eat according to the saying of 
Elijah : and she and her house did eat many days. 

And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the 
cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord 
which he spake by Elijah. 

And it came to pass after these things, tliat the son 
of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick, and 
his sickness was %o sore, that there was no breath left 
in him. 

And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with 
thee, O thou man of God ? art thou come unto me to 
call va^ sin to remembrance, and to slay my son ? 

And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he 
took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a 
loft^ where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 

And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my 
God, hast thou also brought evil upon the Widow, with 
whom I sojourn, by slaying her son ? 

And he stretched himself upon the child three times, 
and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, 
I pray thee, let this child's soul come iilto him again. 

And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul 
6f the child came into him again ; and he revived. 

And Elijah took the child, and brought him down 
out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him 
unto his mother : and Elijah said. See, thy son liveth. 

And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know 
fliat thou art a man of God, and that the word of the 
Lord in thy raouth is truth. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The place to which Elijah was sent, was a city of 
Sidon, or Zidon. Our Saviour Himself intimates, that 
there was something in the character of the widow of 
Zarephath, which rendered her an object of divine' 
compassion, in preference to all the widows in Zidon*; 
and the Apostle to the Hebrews seems to refer to her 
as aini example of Jaith + / we may therefore reasonably 
suppose, that it w^ for her sake, as well as his ows, 
that the prophet was directed to go to Zidon. 

Elijah had before given striking proofs that he had 
a stedfast faith in the power of God ; and it must have 
influeBced his conduct, when, in consequence of the Di" 
vine command, accompanied by a promise that be should 
be sustained there, he set off for Zarephath, a city in that 
very country which had given birth to the cruel queen 
from whose presence he was before commanded to flee, 
that he might frustrate her resentment, which burnt 
against him on account of his prediction; who, in con- 
sequence of its completion, had sought for him in every 
place where there was the least probability of finding 
him ; and who would certainly have exerted her in- 
fluence with her countrymen, either to execute her 
vengeance on one whom she regarded as her declared 
enemy, or to deliver him into her own hands. 

This faith in the Divine promises must also have 
operated strongly in Elijah's mind, when knowing, by 
a Divine impulse, that the poor woman he saw picking 
lipsticks Was his intended benefactress, he applied to 
her for relief; for there <»)uld be nothing in her appear* 
aace^ at that time, to encourage him to expect sustenance 

« like iv. $5, t^ t Heb. xi. 55. 
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from her hands ; on the contrary, he might rather have 
supposed, that she would have required a recompence 
from him. 

As the Almighty, to whom all hearts are open, 
knows the good and had qualities of eachi and always 
chooses fit instruments to efiect His purposes, and so 
orders events, that moral virtues shall conduce to their 
own reward f as well as vice to its own punishment, we 
may reasonably infer, that this poor widow was of a 
very charitable disposition, and had in her better days 
delighted in acts of beneficence. Her readiness to fetoh 
water for the prophet, before he had given any intima- 
tion of the Lord's intended kindness to her, proves 
that she was of this amiable temper ; for it was certainly 
a great instance of charity to attend to the necessities 
of another^ when her otuw were so pressing ; when her 
mind was torn with a thousand anxieties for her only 
child. Thus far, the widow of Zarephath acted ac- 
cording to the rule of right reason and genuine huma* 
nity^ and she must be allowed to have set a pattern 
worthy of the imitation even of Christians. 

Afrer having, with charitable readiness, agreed to do 
for the stranger what was in her power, " fetch him a 
little water to aliay his thirst^** the widow of Zarephath 
modestly excused herself from giving him any farther 
relief, but in a manner which implied a tender commise- 
ration of his distress, and a wish that her ability to serve 
him was greater. This is the very disposition of mind 
which God approves. This is the charity of the ex« 
treme indigent. She was a true object of Divine com- 
passion, and the prophet was commissioned to relieve 
her from despondency by a divine promise of miracu- 
lous interposition, to deliver her and her child from 
impending death. <' Fear not (said the holy man), the 
evil you dread wlU be averted* Thou mayest safely 

indulge 
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indulge tliy darling pr<^ensity to benevolence." For 
thus saith the Loai> God of Israel^ The barrel of meal 
shaU not waste, neither shall the crvse of oil Jail, untU 
the day that the Loud sejtdeth rain upon tJie earth. 

Convinced, by tbe conclusion of bis 8|)eechy tbat the 
stranger was a messenger of the Lord (which she 
might before have guessed from his appearance), the 
good wom^n obeyed without hesitation, in full confi- 
dence on the Divine promise. This was an act of 
faith, of a rational Jaiih founded on the previous per- 
suasion of the existence and the power of the Lord 
God *• The intercourse which the Zidonians had long 
had with the Israelites, had brought to her knowledge 
the name of the Loan Jehovah; and it is not im- 
probable, that finding the incapacity of the idols of her 
own country to relieve their votaries, her heart turned 
from them to the living God, whom she might in secret 
have implored to be her Goo. Whether this conjec- 
ture be right or not, certain it is, that before the Di- 
vine message was delivered to lier, she believed his ex- 
istence ; for she said to the prophet, ^' As the Lord 
thy God liveth," ^c. : and it is evident, tliat she be- 
Heved God to be a renmrder of them that serve andehey 
him; for, without any infbrmation on this head from 
Elijah, she no sooner heard the divine promise, tiian 
she placed her whole trust in the Loan, and hasted to 
do honour to His prophet. 

From one expression in the passage of Scripture we 
are considering, it may be supposed, that the Lord 
had by the sec)€t energy if His Spi kit, implanted &ith 
in a supernatural way. ^^ Get thee (said the Lord to 
Elrjah) to Zarephath, for I hkve commanded a widow 
woman there to sustain thee/' This certainly meajoB 

• Heb. xi. $. 
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ffio more, tbaa that the Lobd 2iad ardatned that site 
:8bould give him relief ^ for it does aot appear, from the 
iiistory, that the wonan was prepared by Divide reve* 
.lotion to expeet the prophet, as the propj^t was to ex- 
pect her, The ^widow's faitli therefore waa not an in- 
Mantaneam irremtiUe Divine impukcy but (as before 
.observed) & rational Jaiihf and she testified this faith bjr 
toorks of obedience^ and it was. rewarded accordingly. 

But it may be asked '< where was this ^h when her 
json died, and she ehalkoged the prophet as the author 
of her misfortune?" Iherc is nothing in the history 
which initplies that it had forsaken lier, or that she 
meant to reproach Elijah ; on the contrary, we may 
infer, £rom ber behaviour, that she believed the Lo&jj 
;to be mighty to destroy as well as to Mfve. 

Foi* some time this woman had, through Divine good* 
ness, lived in ease and abundance, happy in possessing 
the favour of God, and ministering to His prophet. It 
is likely that liiis prosperity might have occasioned her 
to be-remisa in the practice of some duty, and when4ier 
darling ison, who before was preserved to her by a mi» 
racle, was taken away by a sudden stroke of Provi- 
dence, her conscience immediately suggested, that this 
calamity was a judgment inflicted for l)er sin \ and sbe 
regarded ^ prophet, who before had been the minister 
of good to her^ «s the minister of Divine vengeance* 
A;rt thou come unto me (said she) to cull my sm ta re* 
memlirance^ and io sky my son? Her resigning the 
dead child to Elijah shewed, that she |iad hopes that 
he might yet be restored to her ; and, from an expres- 
sion in the 'Epistle to the Hebrews (before alludejd to*) 
we may judge that her child was restored to Iter on 

a Beb.xLa^. 
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account of her fiiith in the p&eoer of God. And ifc« 
certain that Elijah himself exercised great^tVA on this 
occasion. It does not appear that be had received 
any intimation that the child would be restored to life, 
but he was confident the Lord coidd r^se hiiOy and in 
this confidence he prayed that He wmld do so. This 
was a rational Jakk m him who had already seen such 
wonderful miracles wrought by Divine power. 

It has been repeatedly <^)served, that the nation of 
the Jews was not selected irom the rest of the world, 
to confine the knowledge of the Lord to themselves 
only, or to exclude others from serving Him r but that, 
by the fame of the mighty works wrought among theiB, 
distant nations might be invited to seek tlieLoRD ; and 
by the et^tablishment of a pure and holy worship, aU 
who were inclined might learn how to serve Him. ^ 

The king of Israel, in consequence of his marriage 
with the widow of a Zidonian monarch, had introducdi 
the worship of Baal (the principal idol of tlie Zidonians) 
into Samaria, so that Baal may be regarded as the rival 
of the Lord God ; and it was on account of the king 
and people forsaking the Lord, and worshipping. BaaH 
that the drought and consequent &mine, which Elij^ 
pr^icted, were sent upon the Israelites : it extended 
also, as we find, to the land of Zidom Elijah was ths 
person appointed to assert the honour of the Lord^ 
end it was a very remarkable instance- of Provideaqe, 
that he should be sent to Zldon, and that a woman #f 
that country should have the honour of sustaining him^ 
This circumstance helps to confirm the Apostle's de« 
'daration *, that in every nation^ those xoko Jeur Gojd^ t 
Mndwork righteomness^ are accepted hy him. 
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This transaction proves that GroD actually is, as the 
Scriptures represent Flim to be a Father to the father- 
his and a Husband to the •midffvo ; and the relation of 
it.tntist afford comfort to all persons in extreme neces- 
iity, since it proves, that no condition is so hopeless^ 
bat the Providence of God can afibrd relief. 

It is scarcely possible for any person to be in more 
indigent circumstauc(^s than the poor widow of Za- 
rephath. In losing her husband she seems tt) have been 
deprived of every earthly friend, and knew not where 
even to procure a little fud to dress the last morsel of 
nourishment she had a prospect of obtaining for the sus- 
tenance of herself and child. She lived in a country 
where the inhabitants were so devoted to vice and sea- 
suality as to be insensible, even in plentiful times to the 
distresses of a fellow-creature ; for we find the heathen 
described by David, as oppressing the fatherless and 
wkIow ; and we may suppose them, during the famine, 
wholly intent on their own preservation. 

This woman's trial was great, and great was also her 
revoard : for the Lord graciously made her a partaker 
of the miraculous support which be vouchsafed to his 
chosen servant ; and not only relieved the necessitiesr •f 
her and her child, but gave her an opportunity of exer- 
cising the benevolence of her mind, in doing good of- 
fices for a worthy friend. Elijah received great com- 
fort from the conversation o^ this good woman, and no 
doubt rewarded her kindness by teaching her how to 
praise and adore their Divine B£nbfactor. 

It is true, we have noPaoPHfiTs in these days,.neilher 
does the Almig HTY relieve our distresses by ju/Tdrjia^uraf 
nieans ; but, to a considering mind, the annual increase 
^fcorn^ from a small quantity of grain, is full as wondcr- 
fMl as the multiplying of the wid(Av's meal and oil ^ and 

we 
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we may daily hear of persons being relieved from dis- 
tress by the most unexpected means. To a common 
eye, these things appear accidental ; but by the history 
of £lijah, and the widow of Zarephath, we are tayght 
to ascribe them to the goodness of God; ^ince what He 
has done for one, we may conclude he will do for AiL 
his creatures^ in some way or other, if they do not for- 
feit His mercy by mistrust and impiety. 

This incident was also particularly calculated to en<* 
courage all tliose who should afterwards be employed, 
as Elijali was, in the immediate service of the Loao, 
to expect miraculous supplies in cases of extreme ne- 
cessity, and to ndmonish all others to threat the Leafi'i 
prophets with respect. 

SECTION LV. 

THE HISTORY OV AHAB KING OF ISRAEt CONTIMQID 
— DAAIi'S PROPHETS SLAIN, 

From 1 KingSf Chap, xviii. 

And it came to pass afler many days, that the word 
of the Loud came to Elijah in the third year, saying} 
Go shew thyself to Ahab ; and 1 will send rain upon 
the earth. 

And Elijah went to shew himself to Ahab : and there 

* was a sore famine in Samaria. 

And Ahab called Obadiah which was the governor 

of his house: (now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly.) 

And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, 

' unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks : per- 

* adventure we may find grass to save the horses and 

- mules alive that we lose not all the beasts. 

So they divided the land between them to pass 

throughout 
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« 
throughout it : Ahab went one way by himself^ a^d 

Obadiah went another way by himself. 
And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met 
^ him : and he knew hkn and fell on his face, and said. 
Art thou that my lord Elijah ? and he answered him, I 
am : go tell thy lord. Behold, Elijah is here. 

And he s^d. What have I sinned, that thou wouldest 
deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me ? 
As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or king- 
dom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee : 
and wheA he said. He is not there : he took an oath of 
«thc kingdom and nation that tl^ey found thee not. 

And naw thou sayett, Go tell thy lord^ behold, Eii- 
. jah is here. 

And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from 

.thee, that the Sf>irit of the Load lAall carry thee whi« 

. tl^et I know not; and so when I oome and tell Ahab^ 

and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me : but I ti^y 

iiseryafit fear the Lord from my youth. 

Was it not told tny lord) what I did when Jezebel 
islew the prophiets of the Lord ? how I hid an hundrfd 
men of the Lord's prophets by; fifty in a cave,<a9dffd 
tbem.w^h bread and water ? 

And now thpu.say^st, Go tell thy lord, Behold, Eli- 
jah, is here : and he shall slay me. 

And Elijah said. As the Lord of Hosts liv«th before 
whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to-day. 
So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him : and 
Ahab went to meet Elijah, 

And it came so pass when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab 
said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel ? 

And he answered, I have not troubled Israel, but thou 
and thy father's hous^^ iu that ye have forsaken the 

commaud<* 
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commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed 
Baalim. 

Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto 
mount Carmely and the prophets of Baal four hundred 
and fifly, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, 
which eat at Jezebel's table. 

So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel^ andga* 
thered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 

And Elijah came unto all the people, and&aid> Hov 
long halt yebetween two opinions-? if the Lord be God, 
follow him I but if Baal, then follow him. And tfet 
people answered him not a word. 

Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, re- 
main a prophet of the Loud ; but Baal's prophets ace 
four hundred and fifly men. 

Let them therefore give us two bullocks, and let tfaem 
choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it inpieeei, 
and lay it on wood> and put no fire under :- 

And call ye on the name of your gods, And 1 will 
call on the name of the Lo ud : and the god that an« 
swereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people 
answered and said> It is well spoken; 

And Elijah said unto the prophets 4>f Baal, Choose 
you, one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first ; for 
ye are many : and call on the name of your gods, but 
put no fire under. 

And they took the bullock which was given them, 
and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal 
from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. 
But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And 
they leaped upon the altar which was made. 

And it came to pass at noon, that Elijsdi rot)cked 
them, and said. Cry aloud ; for he is a god, either he^is 
talking, or he is pursuing, or he is on a journey, or per* 
adventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 

And 
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.And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their 
tnanner with knives, and lancets, till the blood gushed 
out upon them. 

And it came to pass when mid-day was past, and 
they prophesied until the time of the offering of the 
evening-sacrifice, that there was neither voi9e, nor any 
te answer, nor any that regarded. 

And Elijah said unto all the people,' Come near unto 
me. And all the people come near unto him : and he 
repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down« 

And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the num- 
ber of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the 
irord oflhe Lorb came, saying, Israel shall be thy name. 

^nd with the stones he built an altar in the name of 
the Lord : and he made a trench about the altar, ai 
great as would contain two measures of seed. 

And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in 
pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said. Fill four 
barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt-sacrifice, 
ftnd on the wood. 

And he said^ Do it the second time : and they did it 
the second time. And he said. Do it the third time : 
and they did it the third time. 

. And the water ran down about the altar, and he 
^led the trench also with water. 

And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the 
evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near 
arid said. Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, 
let it be known this day, that thou art God in Israel, 
and tliat I am thy servant, and that I have done all these 
things at thy word. 

Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may 
know that thou art the Lord Go p, that thou hast 
iurned their heart back again. 

Then 
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Then the fire of the Lobd fell, and eoniumedthe 
bomt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the 
dusty and licked up the water that was in- the trench. 

And when all the people saw it, they fell on their 
^ces: and they said. The Lord he is the God ; the 
LbiiD, He is the God. 

And Elijah said unto them. Take the prophets of 
Baal, let not one of them escape : and they took them, 
and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishoni 
and slew them there. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

The famine must have been very grievous in the land 
of Israel, to make it necessary for the king to go him- 
self in search of forage for the cattle. 

Obadiah seems to have been a religious man, and 
he had performed an action which testified his zeal for 
theLoRDy as well as the humanity of his disposition. 

The prophets whom Jezebel destroyed are supposed 
to have been persons who privately instructed those that 
were not worshippers of Baal in their duty 16 God, and 
encouraged them to the performance of it. They had 
not the spirii qfpropkeci/ like Elijah, nor did they offer 
sacrifices, or burn incense, but were' most likely disciples 
(usually styled s&ns) of the prophets belonging to the 
tchoolsy which Samuel is thought to have first instituted^ 
and which, it is imagined, Jezebel intended to destroy. 

It may seem strange, that so pious a man as Obadiah 
was, should be preferred to an high ofGc&by Ahab ; but 
it is probable, that he was distinguished for his integrity ' 
and abilities, which made it the king's interest to employ 
him. We may conclude that Ahab had not compelled 
him to^bow the knee to Baah Obadiah therefore was 
under ho necessity of declining the appointment ; besides 

he 
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he might liepe> by continmng in his office, to be an ia« 
strumont of good, in the hand of Proridence, to the 
faithful servants of God, of whom there were still manj 
remaining in the land of Isreel. Indeed, we* may ven- 
ture to conclude^ thatthe Di viNK Disposer of all events 
overruled Ahab, in raising the good Obadiah to this ex« 
alted station, for the very purpose of counteracting Je- 
zebel's wicked scheme of extirpating all the prophets. 
It is true she put numbers to death ; but there is no 
doubt of Go li's having recompensed them for the loss of 
life in a better world : those who were left behind in such 
unsettled times were the most to be pitied : but their 
preservation was necessary for the propagation of re- 
ligion ; and they had reason to hope that, after a few 
more transient yearS; they should join their brethren in 
a happier state : for Solomon, and other inspired writ- 
ers, had taught them this belief*. 

It was in vain for Ahab to pursue Elijah ; the same 
Divine power^ which was so miraculously exerted in ^ 
€U8taming him, prevented Ahab from discovering the 
phce of his retreat. He was, without doubt, greatiy 
svirprised when he was told that Elijah, whom he hadso - 
la^tely sought, was coming to meet him. Though Ahab 
DftKt have been an eye-witness of inany unhappy .con- 
sequences of the faminci they had made no proper ka- 
presuons on his mind. 

The priests of Baal amounted to a very considerable - 
number: Ahab assembled them at Elijah's desire, in 
hdpes, perhaps, that he should prevail on the prophet 
to bring rain on the earth.' Elijah reproved the people 
for mixing the worship of God and the worship of Baal 
together. More than one GOD there could not possibly 
be, for thk name is sacred or set apart for the Svprem b 
BeiNGj and ^dien applied to any other is profaned; the * 

^ Wisdom of SoIoiBon, iii. 
B question 
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question therefore was, which was ihe Creator ani 
IImivrrsal Lorj>? If JEHOVAH, why did they put 
any one in competition with Hiro, since He alone could 
be worthy of their adoration? If that senseless idol Baal 
was the God, why did they derogate from his honour 
by dividing their services ? 

. The Israelites, one would suppose, could not he igno- 
rant of the majesty and omnipoUnce of the Lord J£- 
HOV AH, which had been so frequently displayed ta 
their forefathers, and even in their own days wonderful 
things had been wrought by his Almightit Powkr; 
by forsaking his worsh^ they provoked the Lord to 
destroy them : but, in remembrance of his covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God yet had compassion 
fitk their descendants, and on this occasion condescend- 
ed to prove, in the manner related, that a vain idd 
was not worthy to be compared with Him. 

The priests of Baal could not decline such a proposal 
as Elijah made to them, without disgracing themselves 
in the eyes of the king and people ; and as they were 
numerous, and feared not the LORD, they thought to 
have had the advantage of Elijah^ who had no one to 
join with him. 

As the prophet could not bring the Israelites to the 
Temple at Jerusalem, he repaired the Altar of the Loan 
at Carmel : this Altar is supposed to have been one of 
those built in the time of the judges, when there were 
no houses for public worship. It is needless to give any 
farther explanation of this miracle, has so much as been 
said of former ones. We may suppose that Ahab and 
all the worshippers of Baal were struck with constema- 

' tion ; therefore it was easy for the rest o£ the people to 
seize the idolatrous priests, and Elijah w^ fully justified ia 

xousing them to be put to death, especially as so many of 

God's 
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God's servants, tlie ^ijopjijet^hjl^ been slain by the 
command of Jezebel : besides, there was an express 
hw *t lihat aM. Ihose aMbo^attefi^ted <t6 tlrawthe peo- 
ple away .frfNni the: woosliip^TxiftiteAnieJaiid only God 
should be put to death. It is im^ined, .that thep-o- 
phets of the groves (supposed to have been Sidonians) 

4i^^)^>atl|«od. 

The tWftnb -9f Bltjnh to. the^ieople of Israel, How 
l0f^i^ajU 9^ Mwecn ixoo jopiniotaif ^ the iLoud be 
-QQD, JiHopj Mimj oMvf Batd^ ^jfidlaw him, ideserve 
to bOf^Qifi^c^ly xmniideved by as. As the Lo ^d oottld 
not v^^iKet thatfthe bra^lites .shcHildodivide 'their wor- 
ship ;betFee6.n :HifQ €w^ idols: (neither 4vili he •endtR'e 
that C.br^^iai9S;fih<ould 4iyide iheir il^ve between him 
and .the .wor<kl, ^ ^^to istt&r the .world >to^paw 4hem 
away;ffQp[i4iis jH^nship, and ocoation/tbemto^ profane 
his sabbaths* Nor will the Lord a^^reve of those 
worshippers wl^ ^et up their own Reason as -an idol, 
Tefusing to receive the truths of Divine Revelation, be- 
cause they are in some io^tanoeS'Above'the comprehen- 
sion of the human faculties f. 

Let us tlien give to the Loroo the honour due unto 
' His name, n<^t suffering ^ny tthingito dcviw our affec- 
tions from Him, who is the author of -all the good 
things that we enjoy ; but let us serve him sincerely, 
uniformly, an^ entirely, believing all He has revealed, 
and doing all that he has commanded* 

* Deut. xiii 1—11, 

t See a discourse upon tliis text in the secoQd volume of Ser- 
luonsi published by the late Bishop of London admirably suited 
to these times» in which many who call iheni^elves Christians are 
partially ^, b»th in . respect to Faith and Obedience. 
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SECTION LVI. 

CONTINUATION OP THB HISTORIES OF AHAB KING OF 
ISRABI/y AND XI.UAH THB PROPHET. 

Trom 1 KingSf Chap, xviii, xix. 

And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and 
drink : for there is a sound of abundance of rain. 

So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah 
went up to the top of Carmel ; and he cast himself 
doirn upon the earth, and put his face between his 
knees, and said to his servant. Go up now, look toward 
the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There 
is nothing. And he said. Go again sev^n times. 
, And it came to pass at the serenth time, that he 
said. Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea 
like a man's hand. And he said. Go up, say unto 
Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that 
the rain stop thee not. 

And it came to pass in the mean while, that the hea- 
ven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a 
great rain. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel. 

And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah : and he 
girded up his loins ; and ran before Ahab to the en- 
trance of Jezreel. 

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and 
withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 

Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, 
So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not 
^hy life as the life of one of them, by to-morrow about 
this time. 

And when he saw that, he arose, and went for bis 
life, and came to Beer-slit^ba, whic'i belongeth to Ju- 
dahy ^d-lefb his servant there. 

But 
3 
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But he himself went a day's journey into the wilder* 
liessy and came and sat down under a juniper- tree; and 
ke requested for himself that he might die, and said', It 
is enough, now, O Lord, take away my hie : for I am 
not better than my fathers. 

. And as he lay and slept under a juniper-tree, behold 
then; an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise 
and eat. 

. And he looked, and behold there was a cake baken 
on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head : and he 
did eat and drink, and laid him down again. 

And the angel of the Lord came down the second 
time, and touched him, and said. Arise and eat, be« 
cause the journey is too great for thee. 
i And he arose, and did eat, and drink, and went in 
the strength of that meat forty jdays and forty nights, 
unto Horeb the mount of God. 

And he c^e thither unto a cave, and lodged there : 
and behold, the Word of the Lord came to him, and 
he said unto him. What doest thou here, Elijah ? 

And Elijah said, I have been very jealous for the 
Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
slain thy 'prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only, 
am lefl ; and they seek my life to take it away. 
, And he said. Go forth, and stand upon the mount 
before the Lord. And behold, the Lord passed by, 
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and 
brake in pieces the rocks before th^ LoaD: but the 
Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake ; but the Lord was not in the earthquake • 
and after the earthquake a fire ; but the Lo^d was not 
in the fire : and after the fire, a still small voice. 
. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped 
his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the 

N 2 entering; 
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entering in of the cave : and bdhold^'tliere came aviMce 
unto him, and said. What doeist thou here» Elijah? 

And he said, I have been very jealous for the'LoiiB 
God of hosts : because the children of Israel have fot* 
saken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and skua 
thy prophets with the sword ;. and I, even I only, am 
left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 

And the Loud said unto hiip, Go, return on thy 
way to the wilderness of Damascus : and when thou 
Comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 

And Jeliu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be 
king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel* 
meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room. 

And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeththe 
sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay : and him that escapeth 
from the sword of Jehu, shall Elisha slay. 

Yet have I left me seven thousand in Israel, all th# 
knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every 
mouth which hath not kissed him. 

So he departed thence and found Elisha the son of 
Shaphat, who was plowing with the twelve yoke of Qxea 
before him, and he with the twelfth : and Elijah pas6e4 
by him, and cast his mantle upon him. 

And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, 
IJet me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother> 
and then 1 will follow thee* nd he said unto hiiD) 
Go back again ; for what have I done to thee? 

And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of 
oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the 
instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and 
they did eat : then he arose, and went after Elijah, and 
ministered unto liim. 
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ANNOTATION'S and REFLECTIONS. 

It had been revealed to Elijah, and he had declared to 
Ahab that there should he neither dew nor ruin for years^ 
iiit according to his word; by which was meant, diat tho 
diesired blessings should follow the prophet** prayer, in 
order to gain him esteem, and to magnify his office, 
which at that time was greatly depreciated in the land 
of Israel. The prophet of the Loud could not, with- 
out dishonouring the Divine Being, intercede for si 
nation of idolaters ; but as soon as Baal was disgraced, 
and the majesty of the Lord JEHOVAH vindicated, 
Elijah knew that his prayers would be accepted ; he 
therefore immediately addressed himself to the Al- 
MroHTY God with the utmost earnestness of interces- 
sion, as we may judge by the humble postui*e he made 
use of, and his eagerness to know whether the Loui> 
regarded his petitions; As soon as Elijah found that 
ftit blessing he prayed for was at hand, he not only dis* 
patched his servant with a message to Ahab, but to 
^ew that he was far from being his enemy, and only 
desired that he would become a worshipper of the true 
God, the prophet girded up his vest, as was the cus- 
tom when any one wanted to make expedition^ and ran 
before the king like an humble attendant. 

It seoms inconsistent that Elijah, who had hitherto 
been sustained and protected by the miraculous power of 
God, and whose behaviour to Ahab was full of intrepi- 
dity, should be intimidated by the threatenings of the im- 
pious Jesebel. The extraordinary courage which he had 
before displayed was certainly inspired by tlie Lord $ 
Elijah, when he was not under the influence of the Hie^ly 
Spirit, xms a man of tike passions toiih eursdves;* and 
perhaps he might have grown vain and arrogant^ on 

* J>araes v. 17. 
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account of the miracles wrought for hiniy had not the 
Lord, to make him sensible for his -natural weakn^^ 
mthdraivn that courage with which he had hithertd 
fortified the mind of this prophet. 

Elijah certainly was very impatient, but his trial was 
a great one ; for after the late memorable event he had 
reason to expect, that Ahab and the people would have 
returned to the worship of the true Go n, and honoured 
him as the prophet of the Loud : when he found the 
contrary he grew tired of his office', despaired of ever 
being serviceable to them, and seeing no chance of set- 
tling any where in peace and comfort, he wished to lay 
down his weary head in the grave ; but the Lord had 
compassion on his infirmities, and again restored hit 
mind to tranquillity and confidence, by graciously 
sending an angel with food for his refreshment. 

It is wonderful to observe, by what vatious means 
God sustained those sacred persons, who were set apart 
for th6 important purpose of calling others to righte- 
ousness ; but we are not to infer from this circumiSitance^ 
that God was partial to them ; for, in order to con- 
vince the world that He was not so, they were exposed 
to a variety of distresses ; only God wrought their de<^ 
jiverance openly^ and by tHiractdous means, to distin- 
guish' them as his servants, and to enciourage their faith, 
instead of relieving them by the ordinary methods of 
Providence. 

It appears astonishing, that Elijah should be sup- 
ported for forty days by only two meals of bread and 
water; but it is not at fdl incredible, since we are told 
they were sent by the great Creator. We can no 
otherwise account for our own bodies being nourished 
in the tuual way, than by imputing it to the power of 
God, who can as easily make food efficacious for a 
longer, tis a shorter time* 

The 
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The mountain of Horeb, to which we may suppose 
the angel directed Elijah to go, was not above one 
hundred and fifly miles from Beersheba, so that if the 
prophet had travelled straight on, he might easily have 
reached it in a short time ; but finding that he was 
sustained without food, as Moses had formerly been, he 
might think it his duty to remain there, till he received 
command from God to go to some other place. 

Moses had a glorious vision of the Lord on this 
mountain ; but on the present occasion God was pleased 
to reveal himself by a small still voice* 

I think we may understand, that Elijah's zeal had 
lately transported him beyond proper bounds, and that 
he had wished for some sudden destruction on the land 
of Israel. To reprove him for this, perhaps, the Lord 
now taught him by external signs, that though He had 
all nature at his command, and could root out idolaters 
at once, by a wind, an earthquake, or a fire, He was 
mercifully inclined to use lenity towards them ; and as 
there were yet many who had not bowed the knee to 
Baal, He would for their sakes preserve the land ; but 
that ail who persisted in idolatry should be cut off at 
His appointed time by Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha. 

Elisha, who was chosen to succeed Elijah, appears to 
have been a man of considerable property, (or he would 
not have been master of twelve yoke of oxen ;) not- 
withstanding this, he willingly left the management 9f 
liis farm, and from that day devoted himself entirely to 
the service of God, and personal attendance upon the 
Noilly's prophet. 

Elijah did not proceed to Damascus to anoint Hazael ; 

hut we have no reason to suppose that this prophet, who 

was so. zealous for the honour of the Lord, would iw7- 

/*.% neg/ect to obey the Divine command. It may then 

N 4? be 
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be canjecture^^ that not being limited to aay particulw 
4me for anointixi^ Hazael, and Jehu, he deferred it, m 
hopes thdt Ahab and hiis idolatrous people >ikrould repent; 
and that he was allowed to transfer the act to his soc- 
cessoi' in cose they did not do so. 

SECTION LVI. 

eONTINUATIOlf OF THE HISTORY OF AHAB KING 

Off IS A£I/«. 

From 1 Kings, Chap, xx. 

And Ben-hadad the king of Syria^ gathered all hia 
host together, and there were thuty and two kings with 
him, and horses and chariots ; and he went up and be- 
sieged Samaria^ and wai'red against it. ^ 

And be sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into 
the cit^', and said unto hiiti, Thus saith Ben*hadad, Tby 
silver and thy gold k mine, thy wives also and thy cbii* 
dren, even the goodliest are mine* 

And the king of Israel answered and said, My lord, 
O king, according to thy saying, I am thine, and all 
that I have. 

And the messengers came again, and said. Thus 
speaketh Ben-hadad, saying. Although I have sent unto 
thee, saying. Thou shalt deliver me thy silver and thy 
gold, and thy wives and thy children: yet I will send my 
servants unto thee to-morrow about this time, and they 
shall search thine house, and the houses of thy servants; 
and it shall be that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, 
they shall put it in their hand, and cake it away. 

Then the king of Israel called all the elders oi the 
land, and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man 
seeketh mischief: for he sent unto me for my wives, 

and 
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and for my children, and for my silver, and for my gold, 
md I denied him not. 

. And all the elders, and all the peopli^ said untd him. 
Hearken not unto him, nor consebt. 

Wherefore he said unto the messengers of Ben-hadad, 
Tell my lord the king, All that thou didst send fbr toihy 
servant at the first, I will do : but this thing I may not 
do. And the messengers departed, and brought him 
word again. 

And Ben-hadad sent unta him, and said. The gods do 
so unto me, and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall 
suffice for handfuls for all the people that follow me. 

And the king of Israel answered and said. Tell him. 
Let not him that girdeth on his harness, boast himself 
as he that putteth it off. 

And it came to pass when Ben-hadad heard this 
message (as he was drinking, he and the kings in the 
pavilions) that he said unto his servants, Set yourselves 
in array ; and they set themselves in array against the 
city. 

• And behold there came a prophet unto Ahab king of 
Israel, saying, Thus saith the ho a d, Ha^t thou seen all 
this great multitude? behold, I will deliver tt into thine 
hand this day, and thou shalt know that I am the Lord. 

And Ahab oaid. By whom ? And he said. Thus saitn 
the Lor D, Even by the young men of the princes of the 
provinces. Th^i he said, Who shall order the battle i 
And he answered, Thou. 

Then be numbered the young men of the princes of 
the proviiKes, and they were two hundred and thiity* 
two; and after them he numbered all the people, even 
all the children ^ Israel, being seven thousand. 

And they wemt out at noon; but Ben-hadad was* 
drinking himself drunk in the pavilions, he and the 
kwgS; the thkty and two kings that helped him. 

V 5 ^ And 



( 274 ) 

And the young men of the princes of the proviocet 
went out first, and Ben^hadad sent out^ and they told 
binii saying. There are tnea come out of Samaria. 

And he said. Whether they be come out for peac^ 
^ke them alive ; or whether they be come out for war, 
take them alive. 

So these young men of the princes of the provinces 
. came out of the city, and the army which followed 
them. 

And they slew every one his man : and the Syrians 
fled, and Israel pursued them : and Ben-hadad the king 
of Syria escaped on an horse, with the horsemen. 

And the king of Israel went out, apd smote the horses 
and (chariots, and slew the Syrians with a great slaughter^ 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Ben-haded, the Syrian king who invaded Samaria, was^ 
the son of that monarcli who was formerly hired by Asa 
king of Judah to make war upon Baasha king of Israel^ 
from whom he took Ijon,.Dan, Abel M aachah, Naphtali, 
and Chemosh. What was Benhadad's pretence for his: 
invasion we are not informed ; Ahub was in no condition 
to oppose him, for he could not put confidence in Baal,, 
whose impotence had been so lately exposed ; neither 
did he seek by repentance to regain the favour of the 
Lord ; his subjects were not very numerous, and he^ 
had no allies. Though the Syrians were totally subdued^ 
and made tributary by David, God had, on account of 
Israel's apostasy, then suffered them to become formid*. 
able again. 

We have read, that there were in Israel seven thou-^ 
sand who had not bowed the knee to Baal ; for their 
sakes in particular, agreeable to the covenant with 
Jacob, God circumvented the designs of Beii*hadad, and' 

prevented 
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prevented the ruin of Israel* We are not toki the name 
of the prophet who came to Ahab on this occasion. 
£]ijah was not employed in this instance ; it might be 
the Lord's pleasure to shew^ that notwithstanding 
Jezebel's impious attempts to destroy all the prophets, 
there were still- others remaining besides him, and like- 
wise that it was the Lord himself, and not Elijah^ who 
wrought the former miracles, which Ahab attributed t<^ 
the art and malice of this prophet. 

It appears likely, Uiat Ahab, for some time after the 
^ughter of the heathen priests, forbore to sacrifice to 
Baal, and reposed confidence in the aid of the LoRi> 
Jehovah- 



SECTION LVIII. 

history of ahab continued — HIS INJUSTICE TO 

IfABOTH^ 

From 1 Kings f Chap* XX.- 

A>1:'ER the victory related in the last section, the samd^ 
prophet went to the king of Israel, and counselled him 
to strengthen himself against^ the return of the year ; 
because at that time the king of Syria would come up^ 
argain. 

The servants of Ben-hadad, on the other hand, had' 
advised him to attack the Israelites in a different way ; 
because, said they. Their Gods are Gods of the hilh; but 
let us fight them in the plainj and sufiely tve shall be 
stronger than ihei/, Ben-hadad followed this advice, and 
at the return of the year he went forth with an immense 
army which filled the country ; while the children of 
Israel pitched before them like two little flocks of sheep r 
but the LoiiJ) sent a prophet to assure the king of- Israel,^ 

N 6 ' that 
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that becauBe the Syrians had said, ^^ The Lord is Gao 
rf the hOhy hut net of the valiies:" therefore He would 
driver them into their hands. Xhus encouraged, the 
Israelites risked a battle with their formidable enemies, 
and obtained a complete victory; by which Beti-hadad 
was reduced to the utmost extremity This proud king^ 
relying on the mercy of the king of Israel, sent ambas- 
sadors to him, to beg his life ; Ahab inconsiderately 
spared Ben-hadad, and made a covenant with him, for 
whid) he was reproved by a prophet: who told him, 
that because he had sufiered a man to escape whom the 
Lord had doomed to utter destruction, his own life 
should go for the life of Ben-hadad, and his people for 
the people of Syria. Instead of triumphing for his 
memorable victory, or receiving the prophet's reproof 
with humility and contrition, Ahab returned to his house 
heavy and displeased, as if the Suprkme Judge of all 
men had been too severe in the sentence pronounced 
upon him. 

The counsel which Ben-liadad's servants gave, in 
respect to fighting on a^ plain instead of a hill, shews us 
what absurd notions idolatrous ]:uitions entertained of 
their deities ; ** that there were many gods who had 
each their particular charge or jurisdiction ; that some 
presided over whole countries, others over particular 
places, some over rivers, &c. As the Israelites sacrificed 
on higkpiaceSf built their temple on a hill^ and received 
their, law on Mount Sinaiy the Syrians supposed that 
JiSHOVAQ was a God of the hills." How much more 
rational is it to believe, as the Scriptures teach us, that 
the whole universe was created, and has ever been sus- 
tained and governed, by one Supreme Almighty Lobd, 
4rho knows all things, who is every- where present, and 
UriU hear the prayers of those that call upon ^im faith- 
fully, 
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fully, and wiH bless them for faith and obedience: who' 
also overlooks the most secret designs of the wicked,, and 
will punish them for jin. The Syrians were taught by 
their own defeat, that the Lord was God of the plains 
as well as of the hills, and able to put all those to con- 
fusion who trusted in vain idols. 

How greatly was the impious king of Syria humbled 
by the Lord ! but yVhab's folly in not pursuing his con* 
quest, and turning it to advantage, is quite amazing. 

Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard contiguous tar 
the king^s palace,which Ahab was desirous of possessing; 
he therefore desired that Naboth would either sell it to 
him, or exchange it for another; but Kaboth refused to 
eomply with the king's request, who was so enraged 
with him, that he returned to his house angry and dis« 
appointed, retired to his bed, and refused food. Jezebel 
understanding the cause of Ahab's uneasiness, reproach- 
ed him with want of spirit : and obtaining from him the 
royal signet, engaged to put him in possession of the 
vineyard. In order to do so, she wrote letters in Ahab's 
name to the governors of the place where Naboth lived, 
to proclaim a fast; as if they were apprehensive of an 
impending judgment from God on account of some con- 
cealed o£^nder, which could only be averted by public 
humiliation, and the death of the impious wretch, who 
like Achan, provoked the Lord to send a curse on the- 
city. Those to whom the letters were addressed^ w^re 
wicked enough to comply with the contents. Nabotb 
was pointed out as the suspected person, and brought 
to the usual place of trial ; false witnesses were easily 
procured, who accused him of blaspheming God and the 
kingm By the former crime, if it could be proved, his 
life was forfeited : and by the latter, his estate was con* 
fiscated to the crown. Being furnished with no means 

of 
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by continuing bumble, and r-esolving to forsake his evil 
ways and root out idolatry » he would have been paiv 
doned, and the curse entirely removed^ This instance of 
Divine Jbrbearance shevrs the great mercy and goodness 
of the Supreme Being, voho mUeth noi Ue death of a 
sinner^ bid rather th(d he should twrnjrom his wickednm 
and live* 

SECTION LIX. 

THE REIGN OF AHAB KING OF ISRAEL CONCLUD£I>. 

From 1 KingSyChap, xxii.— 2CArfln. Chap. hvtII 

And they continued three years without war betweei^ 
Syria and Israel. 

And it came to pass in the third year^ that Jehoslia- 
phat the king of Judah came down to the king of hsaeU 
. Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abund- 
ance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 

(And the king of Israel said unto his servants, Know 
ye that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we be still, and 
take it not out of the hand of the king ©f Syria?) And? 
he said unto Jehosliaphaty Wilt thou go with me to bat- 
tle to Ramoth-gilead ? And JelH»haphat said to the 
king of Israel, I am as thou art, my people as thy peo- 
ple, my horses as thy horses* 

And Jehoshaphat said unjto the king of Israel, En- 
quire I pr^y thee» at the word of the Lord to-day .^ 

Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets toge- 
ther, about four hundred men, and said untotfaem. 
Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to batde, or shall I 
forbear ^ And they said, Go up ; for the Lord shall 
deliver it into the basd of the king* .. 

And 



. A»d Jbhoshapbat i^d; Id there ne^h^e a prophet ef 
^e LoRft- besidiesy that we naight enquire of him ? And 
the king of Israel sMd onto Jehoshaphat, There is yet 
•one man (Micaiah the son of Imlah) by whom we may 
enquire of the Lord; but I hate him, for he doth not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jeho- 
shaphat said, Let ndt the king say so. 

Then the king af Israel called an officer, and said 
■Hasten hither Micaiah the son of Imlah. 

And the king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat the king of 
Judah, sat ekch on his throne, having put on their 
robes inf a Void plAcfe in the entrance of the gate of Sa- 
Yfiaria, and all the prophets prophesied before them. 

And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns 
of iron : and he said, Thus saith the Lord, with these 
shalt thou push the Syrians, until thou have consumed 
them. 

And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up 
to Ramoth-gil^ad, and prosper: for the Lord shall de- 
liver it iato the king's hand. 

And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah, 
spake unto him, sa3dng, Behold now, the words of the 
prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth : 
let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of 
them, and speak that which is good. 

And Micaiah said, as the Lord liveth, what the 
LoRix saith unto me, that will I speak. 

So he came to the king, and the king snid unto him,^ 
Micaiah, shall we go against Ramoth-gtlead to battle^ 
or shall we forbear ? And he answered him. Go, and 
prosper : for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of 
the king. 

And the king said unto him, Mow many times shall 
I adjure thee that thou teH me nothing but that which 

is 
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is true in the name of the Lord i And Micaiah said, I 
UAW all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that 
have not a shepherd. And the Loud said, These have 
no master : let them return every man to his house in 
peace. 

And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I 
not tell thee, tliat he would prophesy no good concerning 
me, but evil ? And Micaiah said> Hear thou> therefore 
the word of the Lokd : I saw the Lord sitting Qn his 
throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him, on 
his right hand and on his left : And the Lord said, 
who shall persuade Ahab, that he may. go up and M 
at Kamoth.gile&d ? and one said on this manner^ and 
another said on that manner. 

And there came forth a ^irit, and stood before the 
Loan, and said, I will persuade him. 

And the Lord 3aid unto him, Wherewith i and hfi 
«aid, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets. And he said, TIu>u shalt 
persuade him, and prevail also : go forth, and do so. 

Now therefore behold, the Lord had put a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and tlie 
Loiu) hath spoken evil concerning thee. 

But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near, and 
smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said. Which way went 
the Spirit of the Lord from me tos^eak unto the^ ^ 

And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see in that day, 
when thou shalt go into an inner-chamber to bide 
thyself. 

And the king of Israel said. Take Micaiah and carry 
him back unto Ammon the governor of the city, and to 
Joash the king's son ; and say, Thus saith the king, 
Put this fellow in tlie prison, and feed him with bread 
of eviction, and with water of affliction, until I come 
in peace. . ' 

AxA 
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And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the 
Lord hath not spoken by me. And he said^ Hearken^ 
ye people, every one of you. 

So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king* of Ju*^ 
dah Went up to Ramoth-gilead, 

And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will 
disguise myself and enter into the battle, but put thou 
oti thy robes. And the king of Israel disguised him- 
self, «nd went into the battle. 

But the king of Syria cominanded his thirty-two cap- 
tains that had rule over his chariots, saying, Fight nei- 
ther with small nor great, i^ave only with the king of 
Israel. 

And it came to pass when the captains of the chariotf 
law Jehoshaphat^ that they said, Surely it is the king 
of Israel: therefore they compassed about him to fight: 
but Jehoshaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him, 
and God moved them to depart from him. 

And it came to pass when the captains o th e chariots 
perceived that it was not the king of Israel, that they 
turned back from pursuing him. 

And a certain man drew a bow at* a venture, and 
smote the king of Israel between the joints of the har- 
ness: wherefore he said unto the driver of his chariot, 
Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host : for I 
am wounded. 

And the battle increased that day : and the king was 
stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at 
even i and the blood ran out. of the wound into the 
midst of the chariot. 

And there went a proclamation throughout the host 
about the going down of the sun, saying. Every man 
to his city, and every man to his own country. 

So the king died, and was brought to Samam^ and 
they buried th^ king In Samaria^ 

And 
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And one washed the chariot in the pool of Sainairia ^ 
Ittid tiie dogs licked up his blood; and thej washed hjV 
armour ; according unto the word of the Lord which 
he spake. 

So Ahab slept with his fathers ; and Ahaziah his sob 
reignted in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

It is probable tliat Jehoshaphat, when he went to visit 
Ahab, supposed him to have been reformed, and thought 
that it would be to the advantage of the kingdom of 
Judah, if he made an alliance with the king of Israel, 
as a means of producing harmony amongst those tribes 
who had been for some time estranged from eadt 
other ; and he planned se scheme for strengthening the 
connection by a marriage between his son and Ahab*t 
daughter ; in this instance .lehoshaphat proceeded ac^ 
cording to the rules of voorbUy policy y without consult- 
ing the will of the Lord, as he ought to have done; 
but as he did it inconsiderately, and not presumptuous- 
ly, be was only reproved for it, as we read afterwards. 

When Ahab obtained his memorable victory over tbt 
Syrians, as related in a former Section, Ben-hadad eo^ 
tered into a covenant to restore all the cities which his 
father had formerly taken from the Israelites. Whe- 
^er he performed any part of this engagement or not, 
is uncertain, but it is evident he did not completely 
&lfil it ; for Ramotii-gilead originally belonged to the 
tribe of Gad. Jehoshaphat too easily gave way to the 
benevolence of his disposition. We find, however, that 
he would not go out to battle till he had enquired tke 
'will of the Lord ; neither would he hearken to the 
&l8e prophets, who assured Ahab of success. Zede- 
kiah was a leading man amongst them^ and ta give 

force 



( m ) 

£irce to his predicUoiuf, h^ mudi^iiMe of a fign ia imi- 
tatioa of the {irAictice df Iru^.furqpbete. By^tliq bjosiw 
ofiroa lie meant to repneaent, Ibat.diieJfr^eUteijB^sh^A 
dfifeat,the Sjrciaofi With ir rj^t^le iforoe. Jebofiha|»hKt 
VB8 , appnebQX^ve of GiUncy in ihese : pretended, jpcor 
pheta, $Lnd roquiced moce ^tisfiMcto^y oncQiur^gejai^eAt 
hefoce he would proceed to battle. 

iMica^^s propfaeqir is not to Jbe understood iii a liie* 
tal sense. The beginning of it is certainly iroMoal,: 
" GQy and prosper f SfcJ*^ (as much as to say, if you iprill 
suffer yourself to he deluded, you must takie the x:Qn* 
sequences, for God will not restrain you by.arbitirary 
means; and Ahab undei»tood it so.) What foUovred 
were undoubtedly the words qf Dmne mspiratiotit and 
eontained.the prophet's commission Jrom the X«ono to 
fioretel Ahab's death : << / saw all Israel scattered vpgn 
ike hills,. Sfc.^' the remainder appears to have been a 
kind of parable spoken bj the prophet, for the admo- 
nition of Ahab and his people, for we must not suppose 
that he had ozr actual view of the Almighty on the 
throne qfkeaisen, . But in .respect to such difficult pas* 
sages as these, we jcan go no farther than conjecture, 
which should always be formed on. some clear texts of 
Scripture. Now it may be proved *, from many, places in 
the Bible, that God hates liars, and has declared he will 
eutthem off; and that he has also commanded,.tbat all 
ialse prophets should be put to death ; so we. may ven« 
ture to conclude, that Micaiah, knowing by Divine in- 
spiration that the Lord would make these lying priests 
instruments of punishment to Ahab for refusing to beftr 
his servants, only endeavoured to give. force to his ex- 
hortation by this familiar representation ; which seems 
to have been suited to :the. conceptions whicit Ahab and 
his people entertained of the Supu^me Bbikg. 

* See Essay, for a New Transiatiou. 

It 
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It is not necessary for us to puzzle ourselves with at- 
tempting a farther explication of Micaiah's prophecj, 
as no christian will infer from it that the Lord caused 
these prophets to tell lies, and then jtatified them in it: 
neither could the Israelites have imagined so, if thef 
had properly considered the ways of the Lori), whose 
jiutice was remarkably displayed even* in the present 
instance. Had Ahab lent a willing ear to the Divine 
warning, he would not have gone on an'expeditioB 
that was likely to prove fatal to him ; as he despised it, 
the Lord left him to the consequences of his presump- 
tion and impiety. 

It is rather surprising that Jehoshaphat should go 
with Ahab, notwithstanding Micaiah's predictions; 
perhaps he might think it right to keep his engage- 
ment^ as the prophet had not forbidden him, and Ahab*i 
fall only was predicted. Ahab seems to have gone 
into the field of battle with great apprehensions, aild 
he strove to avoid his fate by disguising his person. 
Jehoshaphat's too easy compliance would in all proba- 
bility have cost him his life, had he n^t in the instant 
of danger cried unto the Lord £[>r help; who knowing 
the good disposition of his heart, pardoned his errors 
and protected him from the^ destroying sword. 

Micaiah's prophecy was now ia a great measure ful- 
filled ; for upon Ahab's death the Israelites toere scat- 
tered on the mountains ofGilead, like sheep having no 
shepherd: we find Elijah's prediction accomplished 
also respecting the dpgs licking the blood of this im- 
pious king. 

The history of Ahab ^fiords a variety of instruction 
concerning a particular providence^ and the justice of 
God's dealings tvith mankind : we may infer, from many 
passages in it, that no events happen by chance ; bless- 
ings are undoubtedly directed by (he tvill of Gop, and 

mis- 
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misfortunes can never happen without Diviirvi permis' 
iion. To the Supreme Disposer of all things we should 
be thankful for every circumstance of our felicity ; and 
to Him should we address out prayers for deliverance 
iSrom danger, ^nd for support in^iffliction. 

SECTION LX. 

THE CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF JEHOSHA- 
PHAT KING OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Chron* Chap. xix. 

And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his 
house at Jerusalem in peace. 

And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to 
meet him, and said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the 
Lord ? therefore is wrath upon thee from before the 
Lord? 

Nevertheless, there are good things found in thee, 
in that thou hast taken away the groves out of the land, 
and hast prepared thine heart to seek God. 

And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem : and he went 
out again through the people, from Beer-sheba to mount 
Ephraim, and brought them back unto the Lord Goo 
of their fathers. 

And he set judges in the land throughout all the 
fenced cities of Judah, city by city. 

And said to the judges. Take heed what ye do : for 
ye judge not for man, but for the Loan, who is with 
you in the judgment. 

Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be upon 
you ; take heed, and do it : for there is no iniquity 
with the Lord our God, nor respect of persons, nor 
taking of gifts. 

Moreover, in Jerusalem did Jehoshaphat set of the 

Levites, 
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{writes, 4md of ibe pri^s^^iwA i^,tb?.«biQf.f(£l4^4ft< 
ibecs of.Israely for the ju<|giiHi|i^<offU)fi/l'QRp«>tn€l^ 
ccmtrovi^tsiesr wbei^ th^ r«tm»jM tp ^iMji^tem- 

And he i^harg^ th^en^t .fa^BOg, 3n>HSjihA]l^«td(Q ift 
the fear of the l,9>J^^, .f^^bftJto «a* iWi* ^ ippi^ 
heart. 

And what caufe soqrer. shall trome to you of your 
brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and 
bloody between law and commandmenty statutes and 
judgments, ye shall even warn them that they trespass 
not against the Loap, and so wrath come upon yoa» 
9n4 your brethren: tb^ do, ^nd ye;fihaU,Q<i|t Ir^pass. 

And behold, Amariah the chief priest Js- Oliver. yfjpifi 
all matters qf the Loud: and Zebadiah tbe^i^op of Ish- 
mael, the ruler of the house of J)i4ah«for all.the.k^^ 
matters: so the Levity shall be officers before yoM* 
Deal courageously, and the Lord shall l^fi with^he gpoi. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It may be considered as a great instance of the mercf 
of God, that Jehoshaphat returned to hi&house in peace, 
fi:om an expeditionwhich he l;)ad so inconsiderately un- 
dertaken ; but we understand, that he did not entertain 
the least inclination for idolatry ; on tlie contrary, in 
the day of battle he put his whole trust and confidejice 
in the Loan, and earnestly implored Diviqe assistance: 
he was, however, deserving of rebuke, and the prophet 
Jehu was .graciously sent to shew him how he. had ex- 
posed himself to the Divine displeasure. 

Jehoshaphat did not, like A hab^ return to his house 
heavy and displeased at the admonition of the Lord ; 
he received it with becoming hMmility, and resolved to 
visit every part of his dominions, that he might person* 
ally exhort his subjects to live agreeably to thecoipmancU 
of God. Jehoshaphat had formerly sent preachers to in- 
struct 
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stsmcfc ibepeiqile^ and he now appointed judges, whtfs^ 
bttsmess it was to punish the Violators of the law, and 
decide coBtroversi^ between man and man* 

By the prsphet's reproof to Jehosh^hat^ we are 
taught to avoid the society of impious men, \^tfi we 
encourage sin by appearing to t^ountenMice it, and en* 
daiYger the corruption of our own prineiples. 

We likewise leam^ that God is not extreme to mark 
what we do amiss, and to punish for every offence \ 
neither doth he withdraw his protection every time ipiem 
forfeit it : we must not however presume on the for- 
bearance of the Lord, but imitate the example of Je- 
hoshaphat, who repented of his sin, and endeavoured 
to repair the injury he might have done by it to re- 
ligion, or the souls of others* 

The charge which Jelioshaphat gave to his judges^ 
contains excellent instructions to all magistrates, teach* 
ing them to examine every cause that comes before 
them with caution and impartiality ; to consider them* 
selves as the ministers of God for the punishment of 
evil doersy and the protection of the innocent: and to 
remember that they ought, as far as the infirmities of 
human nature will permit, to imitate the Almigutv 
in his administration of justic6» 

SECTION LXI. 

JEHOSHAJ^HAT'S M'LIANCE WITH AHAZIAH. 

From 2 Chron. Chap, xx. 

And after this did Jehoshaphat king of Jmdah join 
himself i^-ith Ahaziah king of Israel, who did very 
wickedly : and he joined himself with him to make 
ships to go to Tarshish : and they made the s^ups in 
£;|fion-geber. 

TOL. in. O Then 
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Then Eliezer the son of Dodavah of MarediiA' pro<i^ 
phesied against Jehoshaphat, saying. Because thoa hast 
joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord hal^ broken 
thy works. And the ships were brokeui that they were 
not able to go to Tarshish. 

Then said Ahaziah the son ai Ahab unto Jdboduu 
phaty Let my servants go with thy servants in the sl^s^ 
But Jehoshaphat would not. 

There was then no king in Edom: a deputy was kmg. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It appears that Jehoshaphat still retained a kindness 
for Ahab's family ; and as his alliance with them by 
the marriage between his son and Ahab's daughter 
had (we may suppose) been a condition of their pro- 
moting each other's interest, this induced him to admit 
Ahaziah as a partner in the profitable trade which he 
carried on to Ophir : but as Jehoshaphat was very 
blameable in this particular, he was reproved and 
punished for it ; and warned, by the breaking of his 
ships, to break off his alliance with Ahaziah, and it 
seems he took the warning. 

This section affords another instance of the great 
danger there is in forming connections and alliances 
vrith impious wicked persons* 

SECTION LXIL 

THE BEIGlf OV AHAZIAH KINO 07 ISRAEL. 

Frmn 1 Kings^ Chap, xxii* 2 Kings^ ChapL 

Ahaziah the son c^ Ahab began to reign oiver Is- 
rael in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah^ and reigned two years over lorael* 
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And he did evil in the sight of the Lord^ and walked 
m the way of his father, and in the. way of hit niother^ 
and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made 
bnel toain: 

For he served Baal, and worshipped hhn, and pro- 
▼oked to aager the Lord God of Israelj according to 
all that his father had done. 

Then Moab rebelled against Israel, aifter the death 
ofAhab. 

And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his up- 
per chamber that was in Samaria> and was sick ; and 
he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, enquire of 
Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover of 
this disease. 

But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tisb- 
bite. Arise, Go up to meet the messengers of the king 
of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it not because ther# 
is not a God in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baal- 
zebub the god of Ekron ? Now therefore thus saith 
the Lord, Thou shalt not come down from that bed 
on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die* And 
Elijah departed. 

And when the messengers turned back unto him^ he 
said unto them. Why are ye now turned back } AncT 
they said unto him. There came a man up to meet ut, 
and said unto us. Go, turn again unto the king that 
sent you, and say unte him. Thus saith the Lord, l0 
it not because there is not a God in Israel that thou 
sendest to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron f 
therefore thou shalt not come down from that bed on 
which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. 

And he said unto them. What manner of man was he 
which came up to meet you, and told you these words ? 
And they answered him. He was an hairy man, and 
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girt with ft girdle of leather about his lotos. And fat 
aaid, It is £lijah the Tishbite. 

Then the king setit up to him a captain of fiflj, irith 
his fifly. And he went up to him. And behold, he sat 
on the top of an hilk And he spake unto him> Thou 
nan of God, the king hath said. Come down. 

And Elijah answered, ^nd said to the captain of fiffy> 
If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from 
heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. Apd there 
came down fire from hearen, and consmned him and 
his fifty. 

i\gafn also he sent unto him another captain of fiflyi 
with his fifty.^' And he answered and said unto bim, 
man of God: thus hath the king said. Comedown 
quickly. 

And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a 
man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and con- 
aume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came 
down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty. 

And he sent again a captain of the third fifty, with 
his fifty. And the third captain of the fifty went up, 
and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and be. 
sought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray 
thee, let Qiy life, sftid the life of these fifty thy servants, 
be precious in thy sight. 

l^ehold, there came down fire from heaven and bum* 
ed up the two captains of the former fifties, with their 
fifties : therefore let my life now be precious in thy 
eight. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto. Elijah, Go 
down with him ; be not afraid of him. And he arose 
and went down with him unto the king. 

And he said unto him. Thus saith. the Lord, Foras- 
much as thou hast sent messengers to enquire of Baal- 
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i^ub the god of Ekron ; is it not because there is »#> 
CrOD in Israel to enquire of his word ? therefore thou 
fhalt not come down off that bed on which thou art 
gone up, but shalt surely die. 

So he died according to the word of the Lord whic^l^ 
Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram reigned in his steady 
because Ahaziah had no son. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We read that king David gained a signal victory 
ever jthe Moabites : this people continued in subjectioa 
to Solomon and Rehoboam ; but after the revolt of the^ 
ten tribes, they became tributaries to the kings of Is* 
rael, though they had still kings of their own, but these 
were little better than viceroys. We ar6 not told the 
exact time when they rebelled ; but may conclude^ 
that it was at the latter end of Ahaziah's reign, as wer 
read of no battle fought at this period. 

Though Ahaziah was the son of Ahab and Jezebel^ 
and consequently must have had a very bad education ; 
yet it might have been expected he would have taken* 
warning from the destruction in which his father had 
been involved, by crediting the prophets of Baal ; but 
instead of doing so, he followed the wicked e;cample of" 
his parents : however, he was soon stopt in his sinful 
career by a fatal accident. Baal-zebub, the name of 
the idol he sent to consult, signifies the lord qfjlies ; 
given him, perhaps, on account of some deliverance the 
inhabitants of the placed had received from a plague of 
flies, which they foolishly attributed to the power of 
this idol. 

It was impossible for Ahaziah to dishonour the Loud 
Jehovah in a greater degree than he did by this action, 
and we must acknowledge ikejusike 9f tb€ Lord in the 
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-severe message he sent to him by hispr ophet ; neither 
imust we overlook the merc^ of God in this instance, for 
;there is the greatest reason to suppose, that though 
Ahaziah was threatened 'with death for sending to en- 
^quire pf a dumb idol, yet if he had humbled himself, 
.and sought the Uving God, the sentence ipight have 
been reversed ; instead of doing so, he defied the Lord, 
and sent three different parties of soldiers to seize the 
prophet by violence, and bring him into his presence* 
Ahaziah was well acquainted with the person of Eli- 
jah, and judged, from the^escription his messengers 
.gave^ that it vft^ certainly he who sent them back. The 
.captains who commanded the two first bands, seem to 
have had the same bad principles with their sovereign; 
for instead of addressing Elijah with reverence, they 
impiously presumed to command the servant of the 
hoKD Jehovah to attend their wickedi prince : this 
was such an open defiance of God, as calleid for imme- 
diate vengeance. We must not suppose tlmt Elijah had 
the command of the elements, and could deal forth cb- 
struction according to his own will and pleasure on all 
who offended him by personal insults ; neither would 
so good a man have taken such severe revenge for pri- 
vate injuries done to himself, because he would in such 
a case have ^cted contrary to his duty ; but on this oc- 
casion he spake as the Loan inspired him, who caused 
him to pronounce those words before the judgment was 
inflicted, in order to prove that he was, as he professed 
to be, the man or prophet of God, who would not suffer 
bis servants to be persecuted as such with impunity, siace 
forbearance would have given room for idolaters to tri- 
iimph,,and would have brought disgrace on true religion* 
In respect to these judgments, there was no cruelty ; 
on the contrary, the captain who humbly deprecated the 
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mstth of God was spared, and Elijah was ordered tir 
accompany him; by which means this officer was 
secured from the punishment which the king would most 
likely have condemned him to, if he had returned 
without executing his royal commands, 

Elijah did not endeavour to conceal himself from 
Ahaziah ; for repeated deliverances had taught him to 
repose confidence in the Lord; neither did he seek 
to gain respect by his outward appearance ; for his best 
attire, as we may judge by the messenger's description, 
was a hairy garment, fastened with a leathern girdle ; 
,yety in this mean garb, how truly honourable was he ; 
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, sustained by miracles, 
and commissioned to reprove kings ! 

Elijah did not enter the apartment of the monarch as 
a prisoner, but in the spirit and power of the Lord, 
.boldly to perfora^i the prophetic office, by decJaring to 
Ahaziah's face, the sentence he had been commanded 
of God to pronounce upon him. The fear of the Lord 
fell on this wicked king and all present^ which re- 
strained them from offering violence to Elijah ; ^who 
soon saw the accomplishment of his prophecy in the 
.death of Ahaziah, who reigned only two years. 



SECTION LXIIL 

THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH THE PROPHET* 

From 2 Kings, Chap, ii. 

And it came to pass when the Lord would take up 
Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went 
with Elisba from Gilgal. 

And Elijah said unto Elisba, Tarry hero, I pray thee: 
for the JLoRJ> hath sent me to Beth el. And Elisha said 
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unto VwR^ As the Loud liveth, and as thjsoul HvetTi, I 
will not leave thee. So thev went down to Beth- el. 

And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el 
came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest tfaoa 
that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head 
to-day; and he said^ Yea, I know it ; hold you y<»ur 
peace. 

And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; 
for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, 
As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 

And the sons of the prophet^ that were at Jericho 
came to EHsha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that 
the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to- 
day? and he answered^ Yea, I know it; hold you your 
peace. 

And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; 
for the Loan hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, 
Aa the Load liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee. And they two went on. 

And fif^y men of (he sons of the prophets went, and 
Mood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan. 
And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it toge- 
ther, and smote the waters, and they were divided 
hither and thither, so th^t they two went over 'on dry 
ground. 

And it came to pass "when they were gone over, that 
Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee,, 
before I be taken away from thee. Ajiid Elisha said, I 
pray thee, let a doubl^'portion of thy spirit be upon me. 
And he said. Thou, hast asked a hard thing; never- 
theless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it 
shall be so unto thee ; but if not, it shall not be so. 

And it came to pass as they still went on, and talked, 
that bt^hoid,, there ajjpeared a chariot of fire, and horses 
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of fire, and parted them both asunder: and Elijah went 
up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

And Elishasaw it, and he cried, My father, my father,, 
the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And 
he s^w him no more : and he took hold of Ills own. 
clothes, and rent them in two, pieces^ 

He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him» and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan,, 
and he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and 
smote the waters, and said, Where is the Lord God o£ 
£lijah ; and when he had also smitten the waters, they^ 
parted hitlier and thither ; and £li;iha went. over. 

And when the sons of tlie prophets which were to* 
view at Jericho saw him, they said. The spirit of Elijah, 
doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and 
bowed themselves to the ground before him. 

And they said unto him, Behold now, there, be with» 
thy servants fifty strong men*; let then\ go, we pray 
theCjt and seek thy master ; lest peradventure the spirit 
of the Lord hath taken him up, and cast him upon 
some mountain, or into some valley. And he said. Ye 
shall not send. 

And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he- 
said. Send. They sent therefore fifty men.; and they 
sought thfee days, but found him not. 

And when they came again to him (for they tarried 
at Jericho) he said, unto them, Did I not say unto you,, 
Go not i 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS^ 

It appears that the Lord had made known to Elijah^ 
tliat he should soon be removed from, this world ;. oa 
which account he visited the sons of the prophets ia 
dieir schools or colleges, in order to admonish,. instruct,. 
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And bless them, before his departure : the thoughts of 
losing the advantage of his direction and example 
must have filled them all with great concern; but 
Elisha was particularly affected on this occasion, for 
he not only honoured Elijah on account of his high 
office, but also entertained great affection and esteem 
for him, as a man of sitigular virtue and piety, the 
loss of whose company he should most likely have 
daily cause to deplore ; he therefore resolved to attend 
him to the last, being desirous of receiving as much 
advantage as possible from his conversation ; for this 
reason he was displeased with the interruption of those, 
who could only tell him what he already knew to his 
sorrow. 

Considering the great massacre which Jezebel had a 
few years before made of the prophets, it is surprising 
to read of their being such numbers of them at this 
period. But it was an act of God's particular provi- 
dence " to preserve the schools,* where men were 
trained and employed in the exercises of religion and 
devotion and to which good people resorted, to solem- 
nize the appointed feasts with prayer and praises, when 
they had not conveniences for sacrifice or to incense, 
and were prevented from going to the Temple at Jeru- 
salem: and thus religion was kept up in a time of 
general apostasy." 

It is likely that those who stood to view Bhx off were 
desirous of attiending Elijah; but kept at a distance 
when they found that Elisha wished to be alone with 
his master : they were however sufficiently near to be 
eye witnesses of the event. 

'* Itf may be supposed, that the dividing of the rirer 
Jordan was ordered of the Lord, for an assurance U^ 
l^ijab, that He would as certainly translate htm to ft 

• Heury*! Aonotilioot* t Ibid. 
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l^ce of bappiness, as he had conducted the Israelitce 
to the land of Canaan. 

. Elijah being pleased with the constancy of Ellsha's 
afiection and attendance, permitted him to ask what he 
^ould do for him. Elisha, knowing that he was anointed 
to succeed his master as chief ot Father of the Pho- 
PHBTSy earnestly desired to be eminently qualified for 
the important services he might be required to perform. 
He well knew that the Holy Spirit, which inspired 
Elijah, was the gift of God, but begged for this prophet *a. 
intercession xjoith the Lord,' that he might have & double 
portion of it; for as Elijah Iiad in those intervals 
wherein he was left to himself, committed errors, Elisha 
wished to be a/ all times under the guidance of Divine 
Direction, from an humble sense of the infirmities 
of his nature, and the expectation he had of great op*- 
position from the impious king who at that time reigned 
"over Israel. Elijah could not give his friend imme- 
diate satisfaction, but advised him to continue his 
attendance, that he might be prepared, and in a proper 
disposition of mind, to receive this distinguishing 
honour. He had asked a hard thing, what was indeed 
beyond this great prophet's power to bestow as his 
own right $ all he could do was to entreat the Loud to 
transfer to his successor the inestimable gifl he himself 
had so long enjoyed, in such a degree as should seeds 
good to infinite wisdom. We may suppose, that Elijah 
v^e prophetically when he told Elisha, that if he should 
see him when he was taken from him, he might consider 
this circumstance as a sign that the Loro would grant 
his desire. The event happened agreeably to his wishes. 
He saw his dear master taJcen iq^triumphantly to heavens 
yet, *< notwithstanding* he received the appointed token^ 
that bis request would be granted, he Could not refraia 

* Heart's AnnotatioD9. 
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li» sorrow for his own and Israel's loss, but bralce fbrth 
into pathetic lamentations: Mif father 1 My father! 
ihe chariot of Israel y and the horsemen thcreqf! Elisha 
considered himself as a fatherless child, thrown on the 
wide world, for Elijah had been the guide of his youth. 
The people of Israel had lost their bestgoard; for this 
prophet, by his counsel, repioofs, and prayers, had kept 
off the judgments of God, which their wickedness wodd 
otherwise have provoked ; aini was, on this accouat, 
better to them tjian the strongest force of horses and 
chariots : the departure therefore of this holy man was 
like the rooting of an army, an irrepcu-able loss." 

The miraculous manner in which Elijah was taken 
from earth is very astonishing ; and it is impossible to 
give a more satisfactory explanation of tt than that 
which we find in tl^ scriptures ; because there is oe 
accounting for it by natural means, as it was an extra- 
ordinary act of Almighty Pow£R, exerted Forstjoeculiar 
purpose. 

Numbers of the proplftts had been permitted oi Go9 
to come to untimely ends, which had given occasion to 
wicked men to exult over their survivors, and to dispute 
the power and goodness of the Lord, as heliad not in- 
terposed to preserve his servants from the rage of their 
enemies. That remaining prophets might not be intiml- 
. dated from discharging their duty, by the miserable fate 
X of their predecessors, it pleased Got> to convince thero, 
that there was another world, in which they would be 
vecttrefrom thepersecutions of their enemies, and receive 
a recompense for at} the sufferings they should endure 
OB earths Nothing could more effectually answer this 
purpose than the vi^i^/iff translation of Elijah; as it pointed 
4)ut tosthe faithful, that those holy men, who went hi* 
lbre> were exalted to a state of happiness, though their 
exaltatioa was not;ipparent to mortal eyes, because tliey 
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left their bodies behind them ; but we may reasimably 
conjecture, (from many texts in scripture) that thetr 
deaths had been made easy to them by the comforts of 
the Holy Spirit, and that their souls were honoured 
in the sight of angels^ who conducted them to that para- 
dkeof rest, appointed by the Supreme Being, for those 
who by patient continuance in 'well-doings seek for glori/ 
and immortality. If any one amongst the prophets deserv- 
ed to be exempted fVom death as a reward j surely it was 
Elijah, wlio had so often boldly exposed his life in the 
discharge of the duties of his office. How his body was 
changed, and rendered fit for a celestiiil existence, is a 
vain enquiry, for it is impossible for us to know. 

Elisha, when his transport of grief was over, clad him- 
self in Elijah's mantle, which he received as a token of 
the' descent of the Holy Spirit upon him ; and, wilHng 
to try whether he was also invested with the power of 
Elijah, he smote the waters of Jordan, earnestly seeking 
the aid of the Lord, and received the same favour as 
had been lately granted to his master. This miracle was 
a convincing proof to the sons of the prophets^ who 
were spectators of it, that the Spirit which inspired Eli- 
jah did rest upon Elisha, and that he was entitled to the 
same respect as they had been accustomed to pay to 
his predecessoi* : and they readily submitted to him as 
their chief or father, which no doubt was a great en- 
couragement to Elisha. 

The proposal which the prophets made to search for 
Elijah, might proceed from their affection for hi jfii, which 
inclined them to hope that he would yet be restored to 
them ; or they might think it necessary to make this 
search, in order to justify to the people their acceptance 
of Elisha in his stead. Elisha was at last ashamed to op- 
pose them, lest he should be thought wanting in r€i$p/ect 
lo hia old master, oi* reluctant to resign his mantle. 
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think, that they had received intimation of £lisha'sat)« 
preach, and regarding him as their professed adversary, 
resolved to treat him with derision and contempt. Fop 
this purpose they sent their children, or young wen *, to 
insult him, not merely as an old man, but as the servant 
of the Lord Jehovah. The indignity was not intend- 
ed against Elisha alone : they did not only reflect upon 
his age, person, and character, by calling him bald 
HEAD, but upon his master Elijah, anU in him upon the 
service and servants of God, and even upon God Him-* 
self. For when they said Elisha, Go up, and repeated it, 
they meant to bid him ascend, as his master had done 
before him, who went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 
It is very likely, that these impious youths, who came 
forth out of the city and mocked, would have gone I'ar- 
ther, and might have killed the good old man. We can- 
not wonder that Elisha was commanded to curse (or 
doom thera to destruction) by the authority qfthehoi<^\ 
nor that 60 dreadful a/udgraent was inflicted on theni; 
for the honour of God was concerned in the preserva- 
tion of his holy prophet, and the punishment of such 
open in&ulters of his chosen servant. 
Elisha, from every instance of his life which is recorded, 
appears to have been of a mild, benevolent disposition ; 
from whence there is reason to conclude, that he would 
have forgiven any personal affront to himself : and we 

• These comments on the death of the children of Bethel arc takfii 
from the viiidic<ttion of Elisha^s conduct towards them, which maj 
be found in Dr.CregQty ^im*pe\ Secon^ Arf^itment in Defence ofCkrU* 
twkity, ^c. This learned autlior informs us, that thv Hebrew word, 
here rendered, littlb, is a general term for quantity or quaiitj j 
which were applied to the offspring of men, does notnlwa^'s imply 
little or small in staturci but h oftentimes used to distingui^ them 
from the more advanced in yean, as the young from the old* Th« 
•tber word children 19 in very many places used for young men and 
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cannot suppose that he would havebeen^so severe as to 
have cursed a number of little boys and girls, who werte 
playing innocently in the streets, merely for observing 
the naked appearance of his head, and desiring him to 
pass on, and not disturb their mirthful sport ; though 
even little children would have been deserving of rebuke 
and chastisement^ for such an expression, if th^-ir parents 
had taught them the reverence due to the aged ; but W 
the inhabitants of Bethel brought up their children from 
their early infancy, to despise and scoff at the ministers 
of the Lord, they certainly provoked God to send judg- 
ment upon themselves : and no circumstance could have 
afflicted these sinners more than having their little on^ 
torn to pieces by a furious wild beast, since even wicked 
persons usually love their offspring. As for the poor chil- 
dren, death could not be an cviUo them in such a case, 
but a mercy y since it did but remove them from a world 
where they were devoted to vice and impiety^ into a state 
ef perfect happiness. So that, whether those who were 
slain by the bears were young men or little children, the 
justice of God clearly appears, and the prophet is vindi- 
cated from the imputation of cruelty. May the history 
of this dreadful visitation influence children and youths 
to regulate their own conduct by it, both in relation to 
the respect which it becomes them to pay to persons 
grown venerable by experience, and a good life ; and to 
the reverence which is due towards the ministers of Goo! 

SECTION LXV. 

T^E BEGINNING OF THE REIGN OF JEHORAM (CALLKO 
ALSO JOUAM} KING OF ISRAEL. 

From 2 Kings ^ Chap. iii. 

Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over 
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Israel In Samaria^ in the eighteenth year of Jehoduk 
phat king of Judah. 

And he wrought evil in the sight of the Lord ; but 
RoC ^ike his father, and like his mother : for he put away 
the image of Baal that his father had made. 

Nevertheless, he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin ; he depart, 
ed not therefrom : 

And Mesha king of Moab was a skeep master, and 
.rendered unto the king of Israel an hundred thousand 
Jambs, and an hundred thousand rams with the wool. 

But it came to pass when Ahab was dead, that the 
king of Moab rebelled against the the king of Israel. 

And Jehoram sent to Jehoshaphat the king of Judali, 
>saying, The kings of Moab hath rebelled against me: 
wilt thou go with me against Moab to battle ? and he 
said, I will go up : I am as thou art, my people as thy 
people, and my horses as thy horses, 
: And he said. Which way shall we go up ? and he an- 
swered. The' way through the wilderness of £dom. 

So the king of Israel went, and the king of Judah, 
and the king of Edom^ and they fetched a compass of 
«even days journey; and there was no water for the 
^it^e host, and for the cattle that foHowed them. 

And the king of Israel said, Alas, that the Loan 
•Imth called these three kings together to detiver them 
into the hand of Moab. 

But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of 
the Lord, that we may enquire of the Lord by him? 
and one of the king of Israel's servants answered and 
itaid. Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured 
water oa the hands of Elijah. 

And Jehoshaphat said, The word of the Lord is with 

him. So the king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat, and the 

king of Edom^ went down to him« 

And 
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And Elisha said unto the king of Israel^ What have 
I to do with thee ? get thee to the prophets of thy fa* 
ther, and to the prophets of thy mother. And the king 
of Israel said unto him. Nay; for the Lord hath called 
these three kings together, to deliver them into the hand 
pfMoab. 

And Elisha said, As the Lord of Hosts liveth^before 
whom I stand, surely, were it not that I regard the pre- 
sence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not 
look toward thee, nor see thee. 

But now bring me. a minstrel. And it came to pass 
when the minstrel played^ that the hand of the LpaD 
came upon him. 

And he said, Thui^ saith the Loan, Make this valley 
full of ditches. 

For thus saith the Lor 9, Ye shall not see wind, nel- 
th<er shall ye see rain, yet that valley shall be filled with 
water, that ye may drink, both ye and your cattle, and 
your beasts. 

And this is but a light thing in the sight of the Lord : 
he will deliver the Moabites also into your hand. 

And he shall smite every fenced city and every choice 
city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop all wells 
of water, and mar every good piece of land with stones. 

And it came to pass in the morning, when the meat- 
offering was offered, that behold there came water by 
the way of £dom, ^d the country was filled with 
water. 

And when all the Moabites heard that the kings 
were come up to fight against them, they gathered all 
that were able to put on armour, and upward, and stood 
in the border. 

And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun 
shone upon the water, and the Moabitelft saw the water 
on the other side as red as blood : < 

And 
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And they sattl, This is blood : the kings are surelf 
•lain, and they have smitten one another : now there- 
fore Moab, to the spoil. 

And when they came to the camp of Israel, the Is- 
raelites rose up and smote the Moabites, so that they 
fled before them ; btit they went forward smiting tl)e 
Moabltes, even in their country, 

And they beat down the cities, and on every good 
piece of land cast every man his stone, and filled it: and 
they stopped all the. wells of water, and felled all the 
good trees: only in Kir-haraseth left they the stones 
thereof; howbeit, the slingers went about it, and smote 
it. 

And when the king of Moab saw that the battle wat 
too sore for him, he took with him seven hundred men 
that drew swords to break through even unto the king 
of Edom : but they could not. 

Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned 
in his stead, and offered him for a burnt-offering upeo 
the wall. And there was great indignation against 
Israel i and they departed from him, and returned to 
their own land, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The rebellion of the Moabites was mentioned iu a 
former Section ; but we do not find that Ahaziah made 
any attempt to reduce them, notwithstanding the tri- 
bute which the king of Moab paid was a considerable 
revenue to the crown. We may conclude, from the 
general tenour of Jehoshaphat's conduct, that be 
thought it his duty to assist the king of Israel in sucb 
a cause, as he had reason to think he had renounce4 
idolatry. The king of Edom, whose aid he required,^ 
MTM no more than a deputy Under him. The plan) 
which Jehoshaphat proposed, appeared a very politic 
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«iie; but the execution of it brought the three king« 
into such distress, as nothing but the providence of 
God could deliver them from. The king of Israel be- 
gan to reproach the Lord as the author of their mis* 
^tone ; but Jehoshaphat wisely and piously wished i(f 
enquire, by the mouth of some holy prophet, by what 
means they might be relieved in tin's unhappy situation, 
tod whether the present enterprize was agreeable to 
the Divine will. 

We may suppose that Elisha attended this tedious 
9iarch by the appointment of God, that he might prove 
by his counseU aiad direction, the chariot q/lsrady and 
the horsemen thereof^ as Elijah had formerly been*. It 
is likely that there were many in this combined army 
to whom the prophet was known, though he kept him- 
self concealed from the kings, till they shotUd wish for 
his presence. 

Elisha knowing that Jehoram was not reformed^ 
though he had with interested views put away the image 
of Baal ; he beheld him with a holy indignation, which 
BO much disturbed his mind, that he required a musician 
to be sent for ; who, by playing on a harp, and singing 
Psalms, c^^xqe6. the tiimult of his soul. Froho this cir- 
cumstance we may judge, that it is proper for those who 
desire communion with Gop to keep their spirits quiet 
and serene, since they are not prepared even for prayer 
and praise till they can lil^ up their thoughts to heaven. 
Elisha was however guilty of no sin in his behaviour to 
Jehoram, as he kept his anger within due bounds, and 
dismissed it so «6on. 

* 

The order which the prophet gave to the suppliant 
kings, to make the valley full of ditches, was to try their 
faith and obedience. The supply of water, he f(N*etoldy 
which could not come by natural means, was an earnf^nit 

* See Section Ixii. . ^ 
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And dl Judah stood before tbe^LoRD, wtihtheif 
little OQ€S» their wives and their chiidreii. 

Theft upon Jahaael the son of Zeckariali, the son of 
Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Le- 
vite of the siMisof Aaaph, came the spirit of the Lord 
in the midst of the congregation : and he said, Heari. 
Icen je, all Judidi, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalemy 
and thou king Jdboshaphat. Thus saith the Lord 
unto you. Be not afraid nor dismayed, by reason of this 
great mtUtitude; for the battle is not your's but God's, 
. To-morrow go 'ye down against them ; behold, tbef 
qome up by the cli£f of Ziz, and he shall find them at 
the end of the brook, before the wilderness of JerueL 

Ye shall not need to Bghtin this battle: set your- 
selves, stand ye. still, and see the salvation of Uie Lori> 
with you, O Judah and Jerusalem ; fear not, nor be 
dismayed, to-morrow go out against them; for the 
XiORD will be with you. 

And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the 
ground ; and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusfdem 
before ihe Lord worshipping the Lord. 

And the Levites of the children of the Kobathit€9, 
and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to praise 
the Lord Gou of Israel with a loud voice on high. 

And they ros^ early in the morning, and went fortbi 
into the wilderness of Tekoa : and as they went forth, 
Jehoshaphat stood, and said. Hear me, O Judah, and 
ye inhabitants of Jerusidem ; Believe in the Lord your 
God, so shall ye be establiihod; believe his prophets» 
so shall ye prosper. 

And when he had consulted witb-the people, he 9^ 
pointed singers unto the Lord, that should praise the 
beauty of holiness as they went out before the airmy» 
and say^ Pridse the Lord ^ for bis sterey etiduteth for 
even 
Li:\ I And 
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And iriiea they began to slag and to ] 
-Kt ■mbushmenti against the children ol 
and mount Seir, wliieh were come againat Judah ; and 
they were smitteii. 

l^or the children of Amtnon and Moab itood up 
against the inhabitants of mount Scir, utterly to alay 
and destroy them: and when they had made an end of 
the iahabitanti of Srir every one helped to destroy 
anoUier. 

And when Judah came toward the watch-tovrer in 
tfae wilderness, they laoked unto the multitude, and be^ 
kold, they were dead bo£ei &llen to die earth, and 
none escaped. 

And when Jehoshapkat and his people came to tak* 
away the spoil of them, they found among them in abun- 
dance both riches with the dead bodies, and precious 
jewels, whidi they stripped off for themselves, morri 
than they could carry away : and they were three day* 
in gathering of the spoil : it was so much. 

And OD the fourth day they assembled themselves id 
Ibe valley ofBerachah: for there they blessed theLaao. 
Therefore the name of the same place was called, I'ha 
valley of Berochah, unto this day. 

Then they returaed every man of Judah and Jerusa- 
lem, end Jehoshapliat in the fore-front of them, to go 
again to Jerusalem with joy: far 'the Loan had madt 
them to rejoice overitheir enemies. 

And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries, and 
harps, and trampets, unto the house of the Lohd, 

And the fear of God was on oil the -Icingdoms of 
those countries, when -they hod heard that the LoRc 
fi)ught against tlie enemies of Israel. 

So the realm of Jehoshapliat was quiet i for his Goq 
jave him rest round about. 
. And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah-: he was thirty 

VOL. lit. P «m1 
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and five yean old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his 
mother's name was Azubah, the daughter of Shilhi. 

And he walked in the way oC Asa his father, and 
departed not from it, doing that which was right in the 
fight of the Lord. 

Howbeit, the high places were not taken away; for 
as yet the people had not prepared their hearts unto 
the God of their fathers. 

Now Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David. And Je* 
horam his son reigned in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Before Jehoshaphat went with Jehoram king of Israel 
on the expedition against the Moabites, he had' taken 
great pains for the reformation of his own people, and 
the due admioist ration of justice in his kingdpro : and 
we have reason to believe, that he renewed his atten- 
tion to these important objects when he returned to 
Jerusalem, and it is likely, that he expected the usual 
blessings of peace and prosperity ; but he was threaten- 
ed with a powerful invasion from the Moabites, who in 
revenge for his assisting Jehoram, had collected a con- 
federate army, and marched within a few miles of his 
capital before he had notice of their design. Jeho- 
sbaphat's conduct on this occasion was truly consistent 
with his duty as king of Judah ; for he did not b^in 
with warlike preparations, but was solicitous J^rs^ to 
lecure the favour of God by humiliation and prayer. 
The people readily assembled to join with him, earnest* 
!y seeking the aid of the Lord. 

The prayer which Jehoshaphat offered op on this 

occasion, 
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HeasioB, ii deservedly accounted one of the most ex* 
cellent in sacred history *. A gracious answer wag sent 
by the prophet Jehaziel, and the king and people of 
Judah soon found, by joyful experience, how 8afe it 
was to put their whole trust and confidence in the sal- 
vation of the Lord, who certainly would not have per- 
mitted these haughty foes to invade His land, when 
the king was faithful, and the people obedient, if he 
had not intended to convince them, by a miraculous 
deliverance, that none should prevail against them if 
they believed his holy word, and served hini with a will- 
ing mind. 

It is supposed that the combined army was lying in 
ambush in different parts, to surprise the Israelites, 
when the Loan struck them with such terror and con- 
fusion, that they knew not friends fropi foes, but de- 
stroyed each other f . 

It must have been a most transporting sight to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, to behold Jehoshaphat and 
his troops return laden with costly spoils^ triumphantly 
singing the praises of the Lord I 

The honour which the king of Judah had lost in tht 
eyes of the surrounding nations, by joining himself with 
Ahab and Ahaziafi, was now restored, and peace, with 
all its train of blessings, crowned the end of his days. 

Jeboshaphat himself continued stedfast in the ser- 
vice of God, and did every thing in his power to cofa* 
plete the reformation of his people. But though his 
authority obliged them to attend to the ordinances of 
religion, and they were on some occasions influenced 
by his exhortations and example, to turn to the Louo~ 
with sincerity, piety had not taken deep root in their 
^earts, or they certainly would have been solicitous to 
remove the high. places, and to serve God in a manner 

* See Patiick • Cororoeniary. t Ibid. 

P fl perfectly 
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perfectly agreeable to his Divine laws ; as they had not 
only the Temple to resort to, but, in various places, 
priests and Levites to expound the law. 

The good king Jehoshaphat certainly was one of the 
best monarchs that ever sat on the throne of Judah: he 
never discovered the least inclination to idolatry, nor do 
we read of his committing any sin as king of Israel, 
excepting that of forming alliances* with the wicked 
kings of Israel, into which he seems to have fallen 
through the want of consideration, or a too ready de- 
nre of obliging others ; but the least remonstrance or 
reproof brought him to a sense of his duty, and he 
hastened to repent and regain the favour of God. Je* 
hoshaphat's behaviour, in respect to the invasion of the 
Moabites abounds with instruction worthy of the atten* 
tion of all the kings of the earth. 

SECTION LXVII. 

'9AAMAN, THE SYRIAN GENERAL, CURED 07 HIS LB- 

PROSY BY ELISHA. 

From 2 Kings^ Chap. v. 

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Sy- 
ria, was a great man with his master, and honourable; 
because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto 
Syria : he was also a mighty man in valour ; but he was 
a leper. 

And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and 
had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a 
little maid ; and she waited on Naaman's wife. 

And she said unto her mistress. Would God my lord 

were with the prophet that is in Samaria 1 for he would 

recover him of bis leprosy. 

And 



{ 817 ) 

And one went in and told his lord^ sayings Thus and 
thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel. 

And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and t will 
tend a letter unto the king of Israel. And Naaman 
departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six 
thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 

And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, say- 
ing, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I 
have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that 
thou mayest recover him of his leprosy. 

And it came to pass when the king of Israel had 
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Ant 
I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth 
send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy ? where- 
fore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a 
quarrel against me. 

And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had 
heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that 
he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent 
thy clothes ? let him come now to me, and he shall 
know that there is a prophet in Israel. 

So Naaman came with his horses and with his cha- 
riot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha. 

And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go 
and wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall 
come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 

But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said^ 
Behold, I thought. He will surely come out to me, and 
stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and 
strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 

Are not Abana and Pharphar, riVers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel ? may I not wash in 
them, and be clean ? So he turned and went away in a 
rage. 

And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and 

p 3 said^ 
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iuidf My father, if the prophet bad bid thee do sone 
great thing, wouldst thou not have done it ? how much 
rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 

Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times 
In Jordan, according to the saying of the man of Goo: 
and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a litde 
child, and he was clean. 

And he returned to the man of God, he and all his 
company, and came and stood before him : and he said, 
Behold, now I know that there is no God in all the 
earth, but in Israel : now therefore, I pray thee, take i 
blessing of thy servant. 

But he said. As the Lord liveth, before whom I 
stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take 
it ; but be refused. 

And Naaman said. Shall there not then, I praythee^ 
be given to thy servant two mules burden of earth ? for 
thy fervant will henceforth offer neither bumt-ofieriDg 
nor facrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord. 

In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that whea 
my inaster goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship 
there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself 
io^the house of Rimmon, when I bow down myself^ in 
^e house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant ii^ 
this thing. 

And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed 
from him a litttle way. 

But Gehazi the servant of Elisha the man of Goo 
said, Uehold my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, 
in not receiving at his hands that which he brought ; 
but as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take 
somewhat of him. 

So Gehazi followed after Naaman : and when Naa- 
man saw him running after him, he lighted down from 
the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well ? 

And 
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And he said. All is well. My master hath sent me, 
saying. Behold, even now there be come to me from 
mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the 
prophets : give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver and 
two changes of garments. 

And Naaman said. Be content, take two talents. And 
he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in tw<» 
bags, with two changes of garments, and laid them upon 
tw^ of his servants, and they bare them before hira. 

And when he came to the tower, he took them from 
their hand, and bestowed them in the house: and he let 
the men go, and they departed. 

But he went in, and stood before his master : and 
Elisha said unto him. Whence comest thou, Gehazi } 
And he said, Thy servant went no whither. 

And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee^ 
when the man turned again from his chariot to meet 
thee ? Is it a time to receive mone}'', and to receive 
garments, ^d oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and 
oxen, and men servants, and maid servants f 

The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto 
thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from 
his presence a ieper as wliite as snow. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Naaman is supposed to have been the general who 
commanded in that memorable battle in which Ahab 
king of Israel was slain. The little maid who waited 
upon Naaman's wife, was a servant of the true God, 
and zealous to make his glory known. Naaman gave 
a ready ear to his servant's relation of the wonderful 
miracles wrought by the hand of Elisha ; but before he 
went to seek for a cure in an enemy's country, it was 

r 4 requisite 
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shequislte that he should -gain pcrnusston from his ©mi 
sovereign. The king of Syria, to do honour to his ge- 
neraly gave him a lefter; but too proud to address him- 
self to Elisha^ thinking that the king could comnoand 
the prophet to exert his skill in Naamau's favour, he 
addressed his letter to Jehoram. 

Elisha, though "lat some distance from the king of 
Israel, knew by a Divine impulse wliat was transacting, 
and that the Lord would cure Naaman ; it was in con- 
seqijence of his being divinely inspired, that Elisha sent 
to Jehoram. 

Naaman doubtless expected to be treated by the pra« 
phet with distinction, suitable to the pomp and grandeur 
of his retinue, and thought it a contempt put upon the 
rivers of Syria, when Elisha ordered him to dip seven 
times in Jordan. However when he had made the ex< 
periment^ Naaman was convinced of the power of 
God, and felt the highest esteem and gratitude for hit 
prophet. He desired to carry some of tlie earth of 
the land of Israel with him, either because he thought 
to make an altar of it, or with a view to erect a monu- 
ment in m,eraory of his astonishing ciire. Why his re- 
quest was refused, we are not told. The Syrian general 
now repented that he had ever entered a temple dedi- 
cated taan idol. 

Some of the learned are of opinion, that the text re- 
specting Naaman*s bomng himself in the house of 
RiMMON, should have been rendered as follows : In this 
thing the Lo ^^d pardon ihy servant , that when my master 
WENT into the house of Ri mm on to worship there^ and 
HE L£>ANED on my handy and I bowed myself in the 
home ofRimmony the Lokd pardon thy servant in this 
thing: that / bow e d myself in the hotise ofRimmon* It 
is observed, that this construction seems best to agree 
with the rest of Naaman*s discourse; may it not there- 
fore 
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' fore be inferred from it, that this general never went by 
choice into the idol's temple, but worshipped in private 
the uTiknaton God; who, as a reward for his good in. 
tentioDS, revealed himself to him in so gracious and 
wonderful a manner ? 

As this was an affair in which the^honour of God 
was concerned, the Lord revealed to Elisha what Gehazi 
had done. This wicked servant was soon clonvinced 
that the Holy God, whose Spirit inspired Elisha, could 
not be deceived; and that " those who get wealth by- 
fraud and injustice, cannot expect either the comfort 
or continuance of it. 

" The general instruction that may be collected from 
the history of Naaman, is this, that no state of life is 
exempt from misfortune: and that we esteem the 
severest calamities, are oflen productive of the greatest 
benefits. Had Naaman enjoyed health, as well as honour 
and success ; had he had nothing to divide his attention 
but the triumphs of the field and the pleasures of the 
court, he might indeed have continued a favourite with 
bis prince, and an idol of the people ; but he would 
ever have remained a stranger to his Goo. 

** There is nothing but religion that can make us 
truly honourable ; nothing but the favour of the 
Supreme Being that can make u& truly happy»" 






SECTION LXVIIL 

THE CONTINUATION OF THE RBI6N OF JEHOHAAff 
(OR JORAM) KING OF ISUAEL. 

From 2 Kings, Chap.vu 

Then the khig of ISyria warred against Israel and 
took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and such 
place shall be osy camp. 

V B Attd 
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And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, 
•aying, Beware that thou pass not such a place ; for 
thither the Syrians are come down, 

And the king of Israel sent to the place which the 
man of God told him and warned him of> and saved 
himself there not once nor twice. 

Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore 
troubled for this thing : and he called his servants, and 
iaid unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for 
the king of Israel ? 

And one of the servants said. None, my lord, Oking: 
but Elisha th^ prophet, that is in Israel, telleth the king 
of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bed- 
chamber. 

And he said. Go, and spy where he is, that I may send 
and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, 
he is in Do than. 

Therefore sent he thither horses and chariots, and a 
^eat host : and they came by night and compassed the 
city about. 

And when the servant of the man of God was risen 
early, and gone forth, behold an host encompassed the 
city, both horses and chariots. And his servant said 
tmto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do ? 

And he answered. Fear not ; for they that be with us 
are more than they that be with them* 

And Elisha prayed, and said. Lord, I pray thee, open 
his eyes that he may see. And the Lord opened th« 
^yes of the young man : and he saw : and behold the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round 
about Elisha. 

And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed 
unto the Lord, and said. Smite this people, I pray thee, 
with blindness, And he smote them vrith blindness, 
according to the word of Elisha. 

Aad 
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And Elishasaid unto them, This is not the way, neither 
18 this the city, follow me, and I will bring you to the 
man whom ye seek. But he led them to Samaria. 

And it came to pass when they were come into 
Samaria, that Elisha said, Lord, open the eyes of these 
men that they may see. And the Loud opened their 
eyes, and they saw; and behold they were in the midst 
of Samaria, 

And the king of Israel said unto £lisha, when he 
saw them. My father shall I smite them ; shall I smite 
them ? and he answered, Thou shalt not smite them : 
wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive 
with thy sword and with thy bow ? Set bread and water 
before them that they may eat and drink, and go to their 
master. 

And he prepared great provision for them : and when 
they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they 
went to their master.^ So the bands of Syria came no 
more into the land of Israel, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

There is reason to suppose that Naaraan was removed 
from the command of the array, either for refusing to 
attend his sovereign into the temple of Rimmon, or 
from a suspicion that he would favour a people, ia 
whose land he had received so extraordinary a mercy. 
The fame of Elisha was doubtless spread Itmongst the 
Syrians by Naaman, and those who had been witnesses 
of his cure ; and it was natural for them to imagine, that 
tills prophet was endued with such a degree of know* 
ledge as to be able to disconcert all the secret designs 
of Ben.hadad, 

^isha at this time resided at Dothan, which was not 
far from Samaria, Though he knew by Divine in- 

p 6 spiration^ 
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spiratioDy tfiat the king of Syria was reiolred to seixe 
him, and had sent out a great army to encompass the city, 
Elisha continued quite calm and serene, knowing that 
he was guarded by that heavenly host who, we are told 
in Scripture, encamp about those that fear the Lord U 
deliver them\ Mortal eyes, indeed, capnot behold 
the$e heavenly guardiaBs, unless opened by the mint, 
culous power of God, as in the case of Elisha and hit 
servant ; but as it is recorded in holy writ that they 
have been made visible to such chosen witnesses, we 
inay safely believe the truth of then: existence and 
ministry. 

The same Almighty Being who enlightened the eyes 
of the prophet and Im attendant, darkened those of 
Ben>hadad's army; not that they were seized with 
actual blindness, but their senses and understandings 
were so confused, that they were unable to dtstnguish 
one thing from another. These j^sons had received 
command to go to the city inhere Elisha voas,, not merely 
to Dothan, but without doubt to pursue him if he should 
escape to another place: the prophet therefore told them 
nojctlsiti/^ when he said that vuas kot the d^ tocwHSP 
he whom they sought was not then in it ; and as tlie 
event proves tliat he had no ill design against them, he 
is acquitted of sin in leading them, out to Samaria ; if 
he had commanded tl\e inhabitants to put them to the 
sword, he might perhaps have been accused of treachery; 
though the practice of all nations towards their enemieSi. 
will justify his policy in thus deluding those who came 
with a design to destroy hiniy as- a preparation, to the 
destruction of his countr^/^ 

It must have greatly surprised tihe king of Israel,, 
to behold the Syrian host thus conducted by Elisha 
into the midst of his capital ; but as he perceived it was 

* Paaltn xxxi?. 7. 

mlraculouS). 
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miraculousy he restrained his desire of catting them of, 
and considering the prophet as his father and, protector^ 
he gladly submitted to his direction. 

Thus Elisha, by the providence of God, gained a glo- 
rious triumph over his persecutors, and employed his ad- 
vantage even like a christian. His behaviour had a na« 
tural tendency to turn their hatred against Israel into 
esteem, and to convert them to the worship of Israel's 
God. And it answered tlie purpose of putting an ^nd 
to the intended war ; for Ben-hadad was intimidated 
from pursuing his design, and made no more attempts 
to seize the person of Elisha in the land of IsraeL 

SECTION LXIX, 

THE CONTINUATION OF THE HISTOIIY OF JEHOAAU 

(oa joram) king of israel. 
From ^ Kings, Chap, vi, vii. 

And it came to pass afler this, that Ben-hadad king 
of Syria gathered all his hosts, and went up and be- 
sieged Samaria. 

And there was a great famine in Samaria : and behold, 
they besieged it until an ass's, head was sold for four- 
score pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of 
dove*8 dung for five pieces' of silver. 

And as the king of Israel was passing by upon the 
wall^ there cried a woman unto him saying. Help, my 
lord, O king. 

And he said. If the Lord do not help thee, whence 
shall I help thee ? out of the barn-floor, or out of the 
^ne-press ? Ai^d the king said unto her. What aileth 
thee ? And she answered, This woman said unto me» 
Give thy son, that we may eat him to-day, and we will 
•at mj son to-morrow*. 
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So ire bbiled my son, and did eat him : and I sud 
onto her on the next day, Gire thy son^ that we may 
eat him : and she hath hid her son. 

And it came to pass when the king heard the words 
of the woman, that he rent his clothes ; and he passed 
by upon the wall, and the people looked, and behold 
he had sackcloth within uplon his flesh. 

The he said, God do so, and more also to me, if 
the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat shall stand on 
hmi this day. 

But Elisha sat in his house ; and the elders sat with 
him : and the king sent a man from before him : but 
ere the messenger came to him, Elisha said to the el« 
ders, See ye how this son of a murderer hath sent t^ 
take away mine head ! look, when the messenger com* 
eth shut the door, and hold him fast at the door : is not 
the sound of his master's feet bebina him ? 

And while he yet talked with them, behold the mes. 
senger came down unto him: and he said. Behold this 
eyil is of the Lord : what! should I wait for the Lord 
any longer ? 

Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord ; thus 
saith the Lord, To-morrow about this time shall a mea- 
sure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures 
of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. 

Then a lord, on whose hand the king leaned, answer- 
ed the man of God, and said. Behold if the Lord would 
make windows in heaven, might this thing be ? And he 
•aid, Behold, thou shaltsee it with thine eyes, but shalt 
not eat thereof* 

And there were four leprous men at the entering in 
at the gate ; and they said one to another. Why sit we 
here until we die ? If we say, We will enter into ^e city, 
then the famine is in the city, and we shall die therei 

4f and 
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and if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore come, 
let us fall unto the host of the Syrians ; and if they sare 
us alive, we shall live : ahd if they kill us we shall but 
die. 

And they rose up in the twilight to go unto the camp 
of the Syrians : and when they were come to the utter- 
most part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no 
man there : 

For the Lord had made the host of the Sjrrians to hear 
a noise of chariots and a noise of horses, even the noise 
of a great host : and they said one to another, Lo, the 
king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hit* 
tites and the kings of the Egyptians to come upon us. 

Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and 
left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even 
the camp, as it was, and fled for their life. 

And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of 
the camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and 
drink, and carried thence silver and gold, and raiment, 
and went and hid it ; and came again, and entered into 
another tent, and carried thence, also, and went and 
hid it. 

Then they said one to another, We do not well : this 
day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace ; if 
we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come 
upon us: now therefore come, that we may go and tell 
the king's houshold. 

So they came, and called unto the porter of the city: 
tnd they told them, saying, We came to the camp of 
the Syrians, and behold, there was no man there, nei- 
ther voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied, aad 
the tents as they were. 

And he called the porters; and they told it to the 
king's house within. 

And 
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And the king aroie in the night, and said onto hli 
•ervanta, I will now shew you what the Syrians have 
done to us. They know that we be hungry ; therefore 
are they gone out of the camp, to hide themselves in 
the field, saying. When they come out of the dty, we 
shal catch them alive, and get into the city. 

And one of his servants answered and said. Let some 
take, I pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which 
are left in the city, (behold they are as all the multi- 
tude of Israel that are left in it : behold, I say, th^ are 
even as all the multitude of the Israelites that are con- 
sumed) and let us send and see. 

They took therefore two chariot horses, and the king 
sent after the host of the Syrians saying. Go, and see. 

And they went after them into Jordan : and lo, all 
the way was full of garments and vessels, which the 
Syrians had cast away in their haste* And the messen- 
gers returned and told the king. ' 

And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the 
Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a 
shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord. 

And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he 
leaned to have the charge of the gate, and the people 
trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man of 
God had said, who spake when the king came down 
to him. 

And it came to pass as the man of Gt>D had spoken 
to the king^ saying. Two measures of barley for a shekel, 
and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to* 
xnorrow about this time in tlie gate of Samaria. 

And that lord answered the naan of God, a.id said, 
Kow beholdi if the Lord should make windows in hea- 
ven. 
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ren, migiit such a thing be ? And be said, Behold, thoa 
sbalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. 

And so it fell out unto him : for the people trode 
upon him in the gate, and heidied. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The inhabitants of Samaria were reduced to the ut- 
most extremity of want, as we may judge from their 
paying the value of fire pounds for ^n ass's head, and to 
the amount of twelve or fifteen shillings for about three 
English pints of a coarse kind of corn or pulse, known 
then by the name of dove^s dung^ which perhaps it re- 
sembled in appearance ; but we may form a juster idea 
of the miserable state of the Samaritans, from the 
shocking circumstance of a woman's eating her own 
child. Jehdram, though he appears to have been 
moved with compassion by this incident, was not pro- 
perly affected with the judgment which the Lokd had 
caused to fall on his kingdom. He did indeed, in com- 
pliance with the usual custom, in times of public cala- 
mity, put sackcloth upon his flesh ; but he did not, as 
the good Jehoshaphat had done, endeavdur to gain 
pardon from the Sup a eme B eing, by a general fast and 
humiliation : neither did he destroy the idols which still 
remained in the land of Israel. So far from having re- 
course to theprophet for his intercession with the Lord^ 
the king vehemently protested that he would immediate- 
ly put Elisha to death, as the cause of all this distress^ 
repenting that he had followed his advice the preceding 
year, in sparing the Syrian army, when he had them 
in his power. It appears that Elisha was in expecta- 
tion of directions from the Lord, what to say to the king 
of Israel ; but as he did not receive any, and the case was 
perfectly clear to him, he thought he might venture* 

without 
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witkout immediate inspiratioD, to declare to the king*! 
messenger, that he was not the author of the calamity, 
for the thing 'wasjrom the Lord. Elisha appears to 
have been inspired by the Holy Spirit immediately on 
the arrival oi the king's messenger, for he addressed 
himself to him in that solenm form of words which pro- 
phets made use of as an introduction to their predic- 
tions when they spake by Divine authority : Hear ye the 
w>rd of the Lord ! Thus saith the Lord ! 

It is needless to enlarge on the miraculous deliverance 
which it pleased God to grant to the Samaritans, be- 
cause we have had occasion to consider others of a simi- 
lar nature. The terror of the Syrians was caused by 
fome supernatural noise, which we cannot possibly de- 
scribe ; and therefore it is best not to indulge our minds 
in fruitless conjectures, on a point of no immediate 
concern to us* We must, however, remark the won- 
derful deliverance of the lepers, and the importance of 
their intelligence. They were cast out and left by their 
countrymen to perish, because they were considered as 
useless, and infectious ; but the Lord, whose mercy ii 
over all his works, took compassion on the miserable 
creatures, and made them instrumental to the relief of 
those who had despised them. 

We may understand from the king's suspicions of a 
stratagem to betray the city, that he did not believe the 
prediction of the prophet, otherwise he would have 
acted as Jehoshaphat did, when the Moabites invaded 
Judah. It appears that the Samaritans had been under 
the necessity either of starving their horses for want of 
forage, or of eating them to satisfy their hunger ; and 
that there were bo more than five led in the city, two 
only of which were able to go out to the Syrian camp. 
It was not for the righteousness of the king, or the peo- 

pit 
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pie in general^ but for the sake of God's faithful 8er« 
rants Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in rememblrance 
of his covenant that Israel was delivered. The proud 
nobleman, who disbelieved the word of the Lord, had 
reason to repent his infidelity. God's justice was glo- 
rified, and the prediction of Elisha was fulfilled, for th« 
nobleman saw the plenty, but did not live to taste it. 

Though the city of Samaria, which had been so par- 
ticularly distressed, was plentifully relieved, there seems 
to have been a general scarcity in the land of Israel ; 
for we are told of a famine which lasted seven years : 
and there is reason to suppose, that Ben-hadad was 
permitted of the Lord to besiege the capital city at thia 
time, in order to humble Jehoram, and bring him to a 
•ense of his crimes, that he might put away idols, and 
use bis endeavours to reform his people from those sins 
for which the famine was inflicted. We have an ac- 
count of several miracles performed through Elisha, 
most of which seem to have been wrought in this tim« 
of fcarcity. 

SECTION LXX. 

* 

THS widow's oil MULTIPLIBD, and OTHIR MI* 

RACLES. 

From 2 Kings, Chap. iv. vi, and viii. 

Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the 
sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying. Thy servant 
my husband is dead : and thou knowest that thy ser- 
vant did fear the Lo a d ; and the creditor is come to 
take unto him my two sons to be bondmen. 

And Elisha said unto her. What shall I do for thee I 
tell me : what hast thou in the house ? And she said. 
Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house save 
m pot of oil. 

Them 
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Then he said. Go, borrow thee ressels abroad of all 
thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few. 

And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door 
upon thee and upon thy sons, and shall pour out into 
all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which if 
fuU. 

So she went from him, and shut the door upon her 
and upon her sens, who brought the vessels to her, and 
ahe poured out. 

And it came to pass when the vessels were full, that 
she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said 
unto her. There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. 

Then she came and told the man of God : and bs 
■aid. Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou 
and thy children of the rest. 

And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunam, 
where was a great woman : and she coBStrained him to 
eat bread. And so it was, that, as oft as he passed byi* 
be turned in thither to eat bread. 

And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I per- 
ceive that this is an holy man of God which passeth by 
us continually. 

Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the 
wall ; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, 
and a stool, and a candlestick : and it shall be, when he 
Cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither. 

And it fell on a dky that he came thither, and he 
turned into the chamber, and lay there. 

And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunam- 
mite. And when he had called her, she stood before hiou 

And he said unto him. Say now unto her, Behold, 

thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is 

to be done for thee ? wouldest thou be spoken for to 

' ^he king or to the captain of the host > And he aa« 

sweredy I dwell among mine own people. 

Apd 
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And he said, What then is to be done for her t And 
Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her 
husband is old. 

And he said. Call her. And when he had called 
her, she stood in the door. 

And he said, About this season, according to the 
time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said. 
Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine 
handmaid. 

And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that 
season that £lisha had said unto her, according to the 
time of life. 

And when the child was grown, it fell on a day that 
he went out to his father to the reapers. 

And he said unto his father. My head, my head. And 
be said to a lad. Carry him to his mother. 

And when he had taken him, and brought him to hit 
mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died. 

And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the 
man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out. 

And she called unto her husband, and said. Send 
me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the 
asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come 
again. 

And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to-day? 
it is neither new moon nor sabbath. ^ And she said, It 
shall be well. 

Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant. 
Drive and go forward ; slack not thy riding for me, 
except I bid thee. 

So she went and came unto the man of God to mount 
Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of God 
saw her afar ofF^ that he said to Gehazi hb servant. 
Behold, yonder is that Shunammite: 

Run now, I pray thee, to meet her ; and say unto 

her, 
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lier^ Is it well with thee ? is it well with thy husband > 
h it well with the child ? Aud she answered^ It is well 

And when she came to the man of God to the hill| 
the caught him by the feet : but Gehazi came near to 
thrust her away. And the man of Goo said. Let her 
alone ; for her soul is vexed within her : and the Lord 
hath hid it from me, and hath not told me. 

Then she said. Did I desire a son of my lord ? did I 
not say. Do not deceive me ? 

Then he said to Gehazi, Gird lip thy loins, and take 
my staff in thine hand, and go thy way : if thou meet 
any man, salute him not ; and if any salute thee, an- 
swer him not again : and lay my staff upom the face of 
the child. 

And the mother of the child said. As the Lord li- 
Teth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And 
be arose, and followed her. 

And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the staff 
upon the face of the child ; but there was neither voice 
nor hearing : wherefore he went again to meet him, 
and told him, saying, The child is not awaked. 

And when Elisha was come into the housO) behold, 
the child was dead, and laid upon his bed* 

He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them 
twain^ and prayed unto the Lord» 

And he went up and lay upon the child, and put hit 
mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and 
his hands upon his hands, and he stretched himself upon 
the child, and the flesh of the child waxed warm. 

Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; 
and went up, and stretched himself upon him : and the 
child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 

And be cdled Gehas^i, and said. Call this Shunam- 
mite. So he called her : and when she was come in 
unto hinii he said. Take up thy son. 

The» 



( «35 ) 

,Tben she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed 
herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went 
out. 

Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he 
had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and 
thine houshold, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst so- 
journ: for the Lord hath called for a famine; and it 
shall also come upon the land seven years. 

And the woman arose, and did after the saying of the 
man of God: and she went with her houshold, and so- 
journed in the land of the Philistines seven years. 

And it came to pass at the seven years end, that the 
woman returned out of the land of the Philistines : and 
she went forth to cry unto the king for her house and 
for her land. 

And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the 
man of Gon, saying. Tell me, I pray thee, all the great 
things that Elisha hath done. 

And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how 
he had restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the 
woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried to the 
king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said^ 
My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, 
whom Elisha restored to life. 

And when the king asked the woman, she told him. 
So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, saying. 
Restore all that was hers, and all the fruits of the field 
since the day that she left the land, even until now. 

And Elisha came again to Gilgal ; and there was a 
dearth in the land, and the sons of the prophets were 
sitting before him ; and he said unto his servant. Set 
on the great pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the 
prophets 

And one went out into the field to gather lierbs, and 

found 



f ?« ) 

found a wild vinei and gathered thereof wild gourds hit 
lap foil, and came and shred them into the pot of pot- 
tage : for they knew them not. 

So they poured out for the men to eat: and it came 
to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that they 
cried out, and said, O thou man of God, there is death 
in the pot ; and they could not eat thereof. 

But he said. Then bring meal: and he cast it into 
the pot ; and he said. Pour out for the people, that thej 
may eat : and there was no harm in the pot. 

And there came a man from Baalshalisha, and brought 
the man of Gop bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves 
of barley, and full ears of corn in the husk thereof: 
and he said. Give unto the people, that they may eat 

And his servitor said. What ! should I set this before 
an hundred men ? He said again, Give the people, thai 
they may. eat : for thus saith the Lord, They shall eat, 
and shall leave thereof. 

So he sat it before them, and they did eat, and left 
thereof, according to the word of the Lord. 

And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Be- 
hold now, the place where we dwell with thee is too 
strait for us. 

Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordad, and take 
thence every man a beam, and let us make us a place 
there where we may dwell. And he answered. Go ye. 

And one said. Be content, 1 pray thee, and go with 
thy servants. And he answered, I will go. 

So he went with them. And when they came ta 
Jordan, they cut down wood. 

But as oiie was felling a beam, the axe head fell into 
the water : and he cried, and said,' Alas, master ! for it 
was borrowed. 

And the man of God said, Where fell it? And ht 

shewed 
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abeired him the place. And he cut down a itick» anit 
cast it in thither, and the iron did swim. 

Therefore said he. Take it up to thee. And he pat 
out his hand, and took it. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The law, which authorized the proceedings against 
the poor widow, seems to have been made originally 
to deter the Israelites from living beyond their income, 
which no one would have had occasion to do if all the 
statutes of the Lord hkd been observed in the land, be- 
cruise the allotted portion of each family would have 
amply supplied their wants, ' But the revolutions which 
bad happened through the disobedience of the Lord's 
people, had altered the case ; and numbers became 
poor by their own sin and folly, many by the oppression 
of others. 

We have read in what manner Jeaebel had persecut- 
ed the prophets ; and there is some reason to suppose, 
that the poverty of this woman's husband might be the 
consequence of that queen's tyranny ; however it was, 
the man had feared the Lord, and his widow and chiU 
dren had a claim to the Divine Mercy, because God 
bad graciously promised to be a father to the fatherless^ 
and a husband to the mdavo* 

The remarks we lately made on the history of the wi- 
dovr of Zarephath may be applied oii the present occasion. 
At the time Elisha received such kindness from the 
Shunamite, he was high in the favour of the king of 
Israel, and cpuld have promoted the temporal interest 
of her and her husband ; but this good woman had 
learnt to set bounds to her desires, and having the 
means of living suitably to her rank in life, she declin- 
ed his generous offer^ thinking it safer and more agree- 
able to live among those friends whose society she had 
▼OL. III. Q long 
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iMig been accustomed to, than to enter on a new acene, 
merely for the gratification of ambitious views, wfaicb^ 
wb<^ indulged, are genially found insatiable. 

Tliis transaction is supposed to have happened a short 
time after the deliverance of the kings of Israel, Judah, 
and Edom, from the Moabites. 

The sons of the prophets were assembled at Gilgsl, 
1!^ order to receive instructions from Elisha. 

There is nothing in the nature of meal to correct the 
poisonous quality of any other vegetable substance; the 
recovery of the pottage therefore was miraculous, and 
00 was the multiplying of the loaves. 

The sons of the prophets proposed to build for them- 
selves a very humble edifice, being possessed of no 
riches to pay either for materials or workmen, therefore 
each man agreed to contribute his labour in cutting 
trees, and forming them into beams and planks ; nay, 
io great was their poverty, that some of them, we find, 
could not even purchase proper tools, but borrowed of 
tlieir neighbours. The loss of an axe to those who can 
easily proccire such an instrument appears very trifling; 
but when we consider, that no tree can be felled with- 
out tools, that it is not improbable the owner of the axe, 
wluch was dropped into the water, might get his own 
livelihood and provide for a family by cutting timber; 
that the young man who borrowed it was by the less 
rendered -usek^s to his society, and could not claim an 
apartment without assisting in the building; and, above 
aU, that his reputation was at stake, and eren the hon- 
our of Gox> concerned, that disgrace should not be 
brought on religion by an appearance of fraud, in one 
who professed to be in a particular manner devoted to 
his service : when we c^onsider all this^ we cannot won- 
der that EHsha should think his disciple's distress de- 
0ef*fing of his mtercession. 

f Wt 
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We may consider this incident at a proof that GN)d 
will assist and reward those tvho are honest and induS" 
trious, not by miracles indeed, for they have ceased, 
but frequently by the most unexpected meaosr 

SECTION LXXI. 

BIN-HADAD^S MESSAGE TO XLISHA* 

JFVoi7i 2 Kings^ Chap* viii. 

AvD Eltsha came to Damascus^ and Ben«hadad the 
king of Syria was ^icky and it was told him, saying. The 
ami of God is come hither. 

And the king smd unto Hazael, Take a present m 
thine hand, and go meet the man of God, ai^ enquire 
of the IfORD by hira, saying. Shall I recover of this 
disease ? So Ha^ael went to meet him> and took a 
present with him, even of every good thing of Damas- 
cus, forty camels burden, and came and stood before 
him, and said. Thy son Ben-hadad king of Syria hath 
sent me to thee, saying, Shall I recover of this disease I 

And Elisha said unto him. Go, say unto him, Thou 
mayest certainly recover; howbeit, the Lord hath 
sbewed me that he shall surely die. 

An4 he settled his countenance stedfastly, until Im 
was ashamed : and the man of God wept. 

And Hazael said, Wliy weepeth my lord? And he an- 
swered. Because I know the evil that thou wilt do unto 
the children of Israel : their strong holds wilt thou set on 
fire, and their young men wilt thou slay with the sword^ 
and wilt dash their children, and rip ij^ tlieir women* 

/hud Hazael said. But what, is thy servant a dog tliat 

he should do this great thing? And Elisha answered. 

The Lord hatk skewed me that thou shalt be king 

over Syria. 

Q 2 So 



( S40 ) 

So he departed from £Iisha« and came to his master; 
^ho said to him. What said Elisha to thee? and he an- 
swered, He told me that thou shouldest surely reeorer. 
And it came to pass on the morrow, that Hazaeltook 
a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and spread it on 
the king's face, so that he died. And Hazael reigned 
in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 

We are not told for what purpose Elisha went to Da* 
mascus, but may coflclude it was by divine iqppointment. 
It appears strange, that 6en-hadad, who had hitherto 
been so iuTeterate against Elisha, should wish to con- 
sult him in his illness ; but the honour and respect he 
paid the prophet at this time shew, that he was convinc- 
ed his late defeat was an act of omnipotent power, and 
his illness another judgment from the same Almighty 
hand; and, it is likely, he imagined the prophet could 
inform him what would be the event of his disease. 

Hazael, who was sent witli the present to Elisha, is 
supposed to have succeeded Naaman in the command 
of the army. He was the person whom Elijah had re- 
ceived command to anoint king of Syria; but for some 
reason, with which we are not acquainted, he did not 
do so ; nor does it appear to have been done by Elisha. 

The prophet knew, by divine inspiration^ not only 
that Hazael would be sovereign of Syria, and in course 
of time bring miseries upon Israel ; but he seems to 
have been acquainted also with the means, by which he 
would ascend the throne ; for when he had infomaed 
Hazael, that Ben-hadad might recover^ but tvauld surely 
^icy he &xed his eye stedfostly on htm, till Hazael, con- 
founded with the thoughts that his treacherous designs 
against his king were known to the prophet, was oMost- 
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€d; and Elisha, shocked with the view which the Lori> 
gave him of the future calamities that would fall upon . 
Israel, tioeptf which occasioned Hazael to enquire the 
meaning of the extraordinary emotion : It is because I 
Jmofvo (replied the holy man) the evil that thou wUt do 
unto the children of Israel/ 

Hazael was not only offended at the prophet's sug- 
gestions, but surprised that he should think him such a 
monster : for though he might intend to prevent his 
king's recovery, he did not then suppose that he should 
ever be capable of committing such horrid barbarities 
as can only be practised by those who have lost every 
principle of humanity. EHsha then informed him, this 
wickedhess would be the consequence of his being king 
of Syria. Happy would it have been for Hazael, as 
well as for Israel, if this prediction had induced him to 
examine his own heart, and endeavour to nip in the 
bud that fatal ambition which already tempted him to 
lift his murderous hand against his sovereign ! But we 
find he informed Ben-hadad that Elisha said, he should 
certainly recover, and then seized the first opportunity 
of putting him to death, in so private a manner, that it 
was never even suspected by the Syrians; for they 
would scarcely have raised to the throne one whom 
they knew to be the assassin of a monarch, worthy, in 
their opinion, to be worshipped as a deity after his 
death. 

In this piissage o£ sacred history, we have two re- 
markable instances of the influence which affliction and 
prosperity have on the mind* Ben-hadad, who when 
he supposed himself able to command the prophet of 
the Lord, and conquer all nations, treated Elisha with 
insult, oppression, and contempt ; reduced now to the 
bed of languishment, found himself a poor helpless 

Q 3 creature; 
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creature ; and (recollecting, we may sup[H>8e, the cure 
of Naaman) humfiled himself, to court the &vour of the 
prophet by valuable presents, tn hopes that he might 
be induced to restore him also, or at least to acquaint 
him with his fate ; but as Ben-hadad did not discover 
any signs of repentance and conversion, he had no right 
to expect comfort or intercession from the man of God ; 
and the time was now come when he was to receire 
the reward of his own arrogance and impiety, by fall- 
ing a victim to the ambition of another. 

Ha^ael, whilst he was a subject, seems to have been 
generally esteemed : for we learn, that he was honour- 
ed with the confidence of his prince ; and it appeavc 
that he was a favourite of the people, since he wias, 
without opposition, chosen to be king of Syria* Trom 
whence we may condude, his conduct had been jcist 
and upright : and a sense of rectitude remained stroi^ 
ly impressed on his mind, even trhen Elisha warned 
him of the danger of aspiring to the throne : but it if 
plain he did not know himself, for when he became 
possessed of power he verified the predictions of tht 
prophet in every particular. 

This history teaches us, that it is very dangerous to 
indulge ambitious views, since none can possibly fore* 
"see the guilt they may incur in the execution of them* 
It instructs us also to be contented in that station 
wherein Goo has placed us, since we have reason to 
suppose it is the most proper for us. We are likewise 
admonished to commit our vmy^ unto the Lord, and in- 
treat him to assist us by his grace in the government 
of our passions, since they are too w^t to lead us into 
danger and sin*. 

* See- a Sermon on thia tnbject by Dr. Blairt 

SECTION 
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SECTION LXXII. 

TH£ REIGN OF JEHORAM KINO OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Chronicles^ Chap. xxi. 

And Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat rdgned m 
Judah after his father. 

And he had brethren the sons of Jehoshaphat, Azariatr, 
and Jehiely and Zechariah, and Azariah, and Mkhae], 
and Shephatiah. All these were the sons of Jehoshaphat 
king of Israel. 

And their father gare them great gifts of silver^nd 
of gold, and of precious things, with fenced cities in 
Judah ; but the kingdom gave he to Jelioram ; because 
he was the first-born. 

Now when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom of 
his father^ he strengthened himself, and slew all his 
brethren with the 8word> and divers also of the prinoif 
of Israel. 

Howbeit, the Lord would not destroy the house of 
David, because of the covenant that he had made with 
David, and as he promised to give a light to him and to 
his sons for ever. 

In his days the Edomites revolted from under tha . 
dominion of Judah, and made themselves a king. 

Then Jehoram went forth with his princes, and all 
his chariots with him : and he rose up by night, and ^ 
(imote the Edomites which compassed him in, and the 
captains of the chariots. 

So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of 
Judah unto this day. The same time also did Libndi 
revolt from under his hand ; because he had forsakes 
tiae Lord God of his fathers. 

Moreover, he mttle high plaoea kk the mountains of 

a i Judah^ 
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Judahy and caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to- 
commit idolatry, and compelled Judah thereto. 

And there came a writing to him from Elijah the 
prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of David 
thy father. Because thou hast not walked in the ways of 
Jehoshaphat thy father, nor in the ways of Asa king 
of Judah. 

But hast walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and 
hast made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem like 
the house of Ahab, and also hast slain thy brethren of 
thy father's house, which were better than thyself; 

Behold, with a great plague will the Lord smite thy 
people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thj 
goods. 

And thou shalt have great sickness by disease of thy 
bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reason of the sick- 
ness day by day. 

Moreover, the Lord stirred up against Jehoram Uie 
spirit of the Philistines, and of the Arabians, that were 
near the Ethiopians. 

And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, and 
carried away all the substance that was found in the 
king's house, and his sons also and his wives ; so that 
there was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz the 
youngest of his sons. 

And after all this the Lord smote him in his bowels 
with an incurable disease. 

And it came to pass that in process of time, after the 
end of two years, his bowels fell out by reason of hit 
sickness : so he died of sore diseases^ And his people 
Knade no burning for him, like the burning of his 
Others. 

Thirty and two years old was he when he began to 
reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years, and 
departed without being desired. Howbeit, th^ buried 

Urn 
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him in the city of David, but not in the sepulchres of 
the kings. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In order to connect the history of Judah, it will be 
necessary to read over again, before we proceed, the 
Section which contains the latter part of the reign of 
king Jehoshaphat *, 

Jehoram had borne a share in the gevemment with 
his father for four years before the death of Jehoshaphat* 
We have already read, that he was married to Ahab's 
daughter ; and now we are informed of the unhappy 
consequences of this improper alliance; for we may 
conclude that it was at the instigation of Athaliah, that 
Jehoram slew his brethren, and introduced the worship 
of Baal again into Jerusalem. 

It was natural to expect, that the judgments of God 
would follow this wickedness ; and accordingly we find 
' the Edomites refused to pay the usual tribute, and set 
up a king of their own. This revolt completed the 
prediction of Isaac, that Esaus posterity should shake off' 
the yoke of Jacob; which they did so effectually, that 
the Jews entirely lost their dominion of them. Libnah 
also threw off its allegiance, and the Philistines and 
Arabians ravaged the country, plundered the king's 
palace, and even carried away his wives and children. 
It is not easy to account for Elijah's sending a writing 
to Jehoram. It is supposed that the word Elisha, should 
beput instead of Elijah. This wicked king was permitted 
to reign but a short time, and his death was evidently a 
judgment for his sins, since the mannc^ of it agreed 
exactly with the prophet's prediction. 

The gracious care of Go n for perpetuating the king- 
dom of Judah and the house of David, in remembrance 

• Section Ixyi. 
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( S45 ) 

6f his oovenantiWM remarkably displayed. It certainly 
Vas for David's sake that such wicked things were en- 
dured. For many generaUons, his iiame, by a succession 
4>f monarchs descended from him, was kept up bright 
and illustrious, as a lamp is kept burning by a constant 
supply of fresh oil ; and we shall' read, that even when 
the king and people of Judah had so highly provoked 
the Lord, that he suffered them to be carried away from 
their own land, the name of David was still honoured, 
by promises of future and everlasting glory, through a 
prince descended from him : and his family was pre* 
served, and his tribe had the pre-eminence^ till the 
coming of the Messiah. 

We are told that Jehoram died xioithout being desired: 
by which we may understand, that he was hated by hit 
people, who neither wished for his life, nor lamented 
his death. It appears that the people had fallen into 
the custom of burning dead bodies, like some of the 
heathen. 



SECTION LXXm, 

THE REIGH 07 AHAZIAH (CALLED ALSO* A2A11IAB 
AMDf JEHOAHAZ) KINO 07 JUDAH. 

From 2 Chron. Chap, xxiu 

And the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah 
Jehoram's youngest son king in his stead. For the band 
of men that came with the Arabians to the camp had 
slain all the eldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king 
<^ Judah reigned. 

Forty and two 3reani old was Ahaziah when he b^an 

* i ChroD* iiiL §, t 9 Cbroo. xii. 17. sad uv. tX 
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to reign» and he reigned one year in Jerusaleni. Hm 
mother's name also was Athaliah the daughter of 
Omri. 

He also walked in the ways of the house of Ahab : 
for his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly* 

Wherefore he did evil in the sight of the Lord, Uk« 
the house of Ahab; for they were his counsellors after 
the death ^f his father to his desta'uqtion. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The history of king Ahaziah is so interwoven wifli 
that of Jehoram king of Israel, that it is difecult to 
separate them. He is said to have been forty-two y^ars 
old when he began to reign ; but this he could not be, 
according to his father's age ; it is therefore supposed 
Ijy the learned, that there is some error in transcribing 
this passage, and that he was only twenty-two years dl8« 

Notwithstanding Jehoram's lifb was preserved by the 
particular Providence of God, when all his brethren 
were slain, he suiFered himself to be influenced by bad 
counsel and example to do wickedly. One would hav^ 
supposed that the heavy judgments which had so littely 
l)een inflicted oh his fattier, would have made s6tfle ittr- 
pression on the mind of Ahaziah ; but he seems tO haVb 
been a confirmed idolater, and to have been educHteU 
in an habitual defiance and hatred of the LoRD; fVom 
his very infancy. 

We must now return to the history df the kihg6 6£ . 
Israel. 
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SECTION LXXIV. 

THS REION OW JEHU KING OT ISRAEL — THE BEATHf 
or JEZEBEL, JBHORAM KING OF ISRAEL, AMD 
AHAZIAH KING 07 JUOAH. 

Front 2 Chfon, Chap, xxii. — 2 Kings, Chap, ix. 

And Ahaziah king of Juclah went with Jehoram the 
•on of Ahab, to the war against Hazael king of Syria ia 
Ramoth-gilead : and the Syrians wounded Jehoram. 

And king Jehoram went back to be healed in Jezred 
•f the wounds which the Syrians had given him at Ra- 
mal^y when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And 
Ahaziah king of Judah went down to see Jehoram the 
son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 

And Elisha the prophet called one of the children of 
the prophets^ and said unto him, Gird up thy loins, and 
fake this box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth- 
gilead. 

And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu 
the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, and go in, 
and make him arise up from among his brethren, an4 
xsrry him to an inner chamber. 

Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and 
flay, nias saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king 
over Israel: then open the doer, and flee, and tarry not* 

So the young man, eyen the young man the prophet, 
went to Ramoth-gilead. 

And when he came, behold the captains of the host 
were sitting ; and he said, I have an errand to thee, O 
Captain. And Jehu said. Unto which of all us? and he 
«aid. To thee, O Captain. 

Amd he arose, and went into the house : and he poured 

the 
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the oil on his head, and said unto him, Thus saith the 
Lord God of Israel, I have anointed thee king erer 
the people of the Lord, even over Israel. 

And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, 
that I may aveuge the blood of my servants the pro* 
phets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at 
the hand of Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab 
shall perish. 

And I will make the race of Ahab like the house of 
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of 
Baasha the son of Ahijah* 

And the dogs shall eat Jezebd in the portion of Jez- 
reel, and there shall be none to bury her. And he 
•pened the door and fled. 

Then Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord ; 
and one said unto him. Is all well i wher^ore came 
this mad fellow to thee ? and he ^id uuto them, Ye 
know the man and his communication. 

And they said. It is false ; tell us now. And he said» 
Thus and thus spake he to me, saying. Thus saith the 
Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. 

Then they hasted, and took every man his garment, 
^d put it under him on the top of the stairs, and blew 
with trumpets, saying, Jehu is king. • 

So Jehu the son of Nimshi conspired against Jeho- 
nun, and Jehu said. If it be yeur minds let none go 
forth nor escape out of the city to go tell it in Jezreel. 
So Jehu rode in a charict, and went to Jezreel : for 
Jehoram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah waa 
come down to see Jehoram. 

And there stood a watchman on the tower in Jezreel, . 
and he spied the company of Jehu as he came, and said, 
I see a company. 

And Jehoram said. Take an horseman and send to 
meet them, and let him say, la it peace \ So there 

went 
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went (me on honebnok to meet him, and said. Thus 
stith the king, h it peace ? and Jeba said. What faait 
thou to do with peace ? turn thee behind me. 

And the watchman told, saying, The meisenger came 
%o them, but he cometh not again* 

Then he sent out a aecond on honebadc,^ which came 
to them and said, 1 hut takh the king» la it peace ? and 
Jehu answered, What hast thou to do with peace I torn 
thee behind mie* 

And the watchman told, saying, He came even ufito 
them, and cometh not again ; and the driving is Vke 
the driving of Jehu the son 6i Nimshi ; for he driv^ 
furiously. 

And Jehoram said. Make ready* And his diariot 

was made ready. And Jehoram king of Israel and 

. Ahaziah king of Judah wtsnt out, each in his xhariolt 

Bnd they went out against Jehu, and met him in the 

portion of Naboth the Jeareelite. 

And it came to pass when Jehoram saw Jehu, that 
be said. Is it peace, Jehu ? and he answered. What 
peace, so long as the whoredotns of thy mother Jeaebel 
and her witrhcrafls are so many f And Jehoram turned 
his hands, and ied, and said to Ahaziyah, There is trsa- 
chery, O Ahaziah. 

And Jehu drew a bow with^ his iiitl strength, and 
hnnote Jehoram between his arms, and the arrow went 
out at his heart, and he sunk down in his chariot. 

Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and 
'cast him in the portion of the fiu^ld of Nabodi the 
Jezreelite. 

For remember how that, when I and Aou rode toge- 
ther after Ahab his father, the Loim kid this burden 
upon him : Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of 
Kaboth, and the blood of his sons, saith the Lord: 
and 1 will requite thee in this plat, saith the Load. 

Noir 
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Now therefore take and cast him into the plat ef 
ground, according to the word of the Lord. 

But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he 
fled by the wajof the garden-house, and Jehu followed 
ifter him, and said^ Smite him also in the chariot. And 
tiiey did so at the going up to Gur, which is by Ibleam^ 
and he fied to Megiddo, and died thei^ 

And his servants earned him in a chariot to Jerusa* 
lem, and buried him in a sepulchre with his fathers ill 
1^ city of Dayid. 

And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard 
of ity and she painted her face, and tired her headland 
looked out at -a window. 

And as Jehu entered in at the gatOi she said. Had 
Zirari peace who" slew his laiaster ? And he lifted up 
.liis face to the window, and said. Who is on my side { 
who ? and there looked out to him two or ^ree eu- 
nuchs. 

And he said, Throw her down. So they threw-her 
down : and some of her blood was sprinkled on the 
wall, and on the horses : and he trod her under foot. 

And when he was come in be did eat and drink \ and 
said. Go see now this cursed woman and bury her f§ov 
she is a king's daughter. 

And they went to bury her ; but they found no more 
<»f her than the^kuU, and the feet, and the pakas of her 
j^nds. 

Wherefore they came agda and told him. And ht 
gaid. This IS the word of the Lord which he spake bf 
his servant Elijah the Tishbite, Ba3ring, in the portioo 
of Jeflreel i^all dogs eat the fiesh €i Jezebel* 

And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon 
the face of the field in the portion of Je^eel ; so that 
they shall not say, "thb is Jezebel. 

ANNOTA. 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Ramotb-gilead was a place of long dispute between 
Israel and Syria: Jehoram had lately had an engage- 
ment with Hazael king of Syria not far from it» wherein 
he had received^ some very dangerous wounds, and was 
gone down to Jezreel to be cured of them. Hisanny, 
however, continued the siege, under the command of 
Jehu, who, in the king's absence, acted as captain- 
general 

Jehu seems to have had no previous intimatioa of his 
appointment to the throne of Israel ; neither do we read 
that he had any intention to raise a conspiracy against 
bis sovereign ; but wheri- commanded of God, it was 
his duty to obey. It is very shocking to read of such a 
dreadful massacre as was made on this occasion, but if 
we recollect the great number of just and innocent per- 
sons, who had been put to death by the house of Abab 
in defiance of God Himself, we cannot but acknow- 
ledge the justice of the Loap in bringing such judg- 
ments upon their murderers; especially as he had 
caused his prophet Elijah to warn them that he should 
do so unless they would repent. 

Jezebel, and the whole house of Ahab, were con- 
firmed idolaters, notwithstanding the Lord had gia- 
ciousiy eni|.>loyed yarious means to convert them. They 
had been afflicted with adversity to humble their minds; 
prophets had been sent, and miracles wrougjit, to de- 
liver th*^m from distress, yet they hardened their hearts; 
and as their numbers increased, they would, if they had 
been suffered to live, have corrupted many, who were 
now instructed by the miserable, fate of these sinners to 
persevere in the worship of the Lord. 
It is n;|;edless to comment on the justice of Jezebel's 

fate; 
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late; but we should remark that the prophecy of Elisht 
was litemlly fulfitied in every respect. 

Ahab had seventy sons, in Samaria. It is supposed, 
that those who had the care of the young princes fled 
with them frojn Jezreel to that city, thinking they 
would be safest in the capital : but it appears*, that 
Jehu wrote letters to the rulers of that place, saying, 
** as you have your master* s sons xvith you^ also chariots 
and horsesy and are in a fenced city^ set up one of them 
for a kingy and fight for your master's house ;** these let- 
ters were ironical : for he could not suppose they would 
venture, in the present situation of afiairs, to set up one 
of Ahab's sons in competition with him who was proceed- 
ing, with 80 much impetuosity, to destroy the house of 
Ahab ; those to whom these letters were addressed were 
greatly intimidated, and returned him for answer, ^* that 
they xvould do that which was good in his eyes ;** on which 
he wrote them a second letter, requiring them to bring 
the heads of their master's sons to him in Jezreel ; they 
were easily induced, for their own safety, to become 
themselves the executioners of the young princes; 
'' those whahave been false to their Goo, are soon per- 
suaded to be false to their friends ; and they accord- 
ingly slew them all, and sent their heads in baskets to 
Jezreel, which Jehu commanded to be laid in two heaps 
at the entering of the gate, till the morning ; when, 
addressing himself to the rulers of Jezreel, iie justified, 
from their action, his own treatment of the other per- 
sons in Ahab's family ; for if the guardians Of the 
young princes were blameless for killing so many per- 
sons by his order y surely he was not to be condemned for 
what he had done by Ditfine command. 
Jehu then proceeded to slay the rest of Ahab't house, 

* ft Kings, chapi z. 
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liU lie left none remaining in Jezreel : pursuing his way 
to Samaria, he met some of the brethren of Ahazii^, 
amounting to forty persons, who were going to visit the 
children of the king and the queen of Israel ; these he 
•billed also, for they were justly included in the destruc- 
tion of this wicked race, as their father had entered 
into so intimate an aliiance with Ahab's family, and 
imitated him in some of his worst crimes : they are sop- 
posed to have been some of Athaliah's relations. 

Jehu next resolved to cut off all the worshippers of 
BaaF; for this purpose he caused a solemn assembly to 
be called, and commanded every one to attend, sayiof , 
** Ahab served Baal a Iktle^ but I xnUl serve him muck^* 
When they were all collected in the idol's temple, he 
gave orders to eighty men who were without, to put 
'them, without reserve, to the sword ; they then biaks 
'down the image, and destroyed the house. 

Joaadab the ton x^ Eechab was a pioua good msi, 
-who lived a retired life ; being well acquainted with the 
prophecies against Ahab's house, he imputed Jefao'i 
conduct to seal for the Loan, and on this account he 
went to meet him, and gave him countenance. 

Jehu seems to have been so intoxicated with the power 
'vliidi Goj) had put into his hands, that he did not stay 
to consider. So he could but establish himself on the 
throne, to which the destruction of Ahab's raee and 
Baal's worshippers was necessary, he regarded ntAbj 
what means ; and it must be acknowledged, that his 
behaviour to the latter was treacherous and false % nei- 
ther was he commissioned to cut them off in ^kaifnanner; 
for, as he was king, he might liave caused fi^se wor- 
shippers to be put to death by the hands of justice, in a 
regular way, especially as he vrould hate be^ defeided 
from opposition by Divine power. 

Jebtt 
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Jtlm Was s man df a furious tetiap^r, wad as subhy It 
proper instrument for the execution of DWine venge- 
ance; if Israel had continued faithful to the Lord, or 
would have hearkened to the warnings of the prophets, 
this violent man would never have had the power to op* 
press them : but as they were obdurate, it pleased God 
to raise him up for their chastisement. 

* That the world might learn, and Jehu himself re* 
member, that Ahab's race was devoted to destruction 
ibr their sins, he received the approbation of the Lord^ 
for the punctual execution of the Divine command, with 
a promise that his family should continue on the throne 
fer four generations : it might have been expected, that 
this would have encourage Jehu to propagate the wor* 
ship of the Loud, but he retained the worship of the 
•golden calves ; for these abominations he was punished 
with an unquiet reign, and his subjects were afflicted 
for their sins by Hazael, the cruel king of Syria, who 
turned hts anus c^ainst them, and is supposed, at this 
time, to have practised some of those barbarities predic- 
ied by the prophet £lisha. 

Jehu is thought to have defended his country firom 
ks invaders with great spirit and skill ; but the records 
of his reign, which are said to have been written in the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel, are lost ; therefore it 
is impossible to obtain farther particulars of him* 

It is easy to distingubh the faults in Jehu's conduct. 
They cannot be imputed to the command of God, as he 
certainly might have destroyed the family of Ahab, assist- 
ed as he was by Almighty power, without employing 
either deceit or treachery; he m^ht also have secured 
his-owzi prosper!^, if his behaviour had been thoroughly 

^ % Kings, M. 
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consistent with his duty as king of Israel, and lenrant 
of the Lord Jehovah. 



SECTION LXXV. 

YHB REIGN OF ATHALIAH QUEEN OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Chron, Chap, xxii, xxiiL 

And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that 
her son was dead, she arose, and destroyed all the seed 
royal of the house of Judah. 

But Jehoshabeath the daughter of the king took 
Joash, the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among 
the king's sons that were slain, and put him and bis 
nurse in a bed-chamber. So Jehoshabeath the daugh- 
ter of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the priest (for 
she was the sister of Ahaziah) hid him from Athaliab, 
so that she slew him not. 

And he was with her hid in the house of the Lord 
six years. And Athaliah did reign over the laifd. 

And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched tht 
rulers over hundreds, with the captains and the guard, 
and brought them to him into the house of the Loko, 
and made a covenant with them, and took an oath of 
them in the house of the Lord, and shewed them the 
king's son. 

And he commanded them, saying. This is the thing 
that ye shall do ; a third part of you that enter it on 
the sabbath shall even be keepers of the watch of the 
king's house ; 

And a third part shall be at the gate of Sur ; and a 
third part at the gate behind the guard ; so shall ye 
keep the watch of the house, that it be not broken down. 

And two parts of all you that go forth on the sabbath, 

even 



( 857 ) 

«ven they shall keep the watch of the house of the 
Lord iabout the king. 

And ye shall compass the king round abouty every 
man with his weapons in his hand ; and he that cometh 
within the ranges, let him be slain. And be ye with 
the king as he goeth out, and as he cometh in. 

And the captains over the hundreds did according to 
all things that Jehoiada the priest commanded : and 
they took every man his men that were to corao in on 
the sabbathy with them that should go out on the sab- 
bath, and came to Jehoiada the priest. 

And to the captains over hundreds did the priest give 
king David's spears and shields, that were in the tem« 
pie of the Lord. 

And the guard stood every man with his weapons in 
his hand, round about the king, from the right comer 
of the temple to the lef^ corner of the temple, along by 
the altar and the temple. 

And he brought forth the king's son, and put tlie 
crown upon him, and gave him the testimony ; and they 
made him king, and anointed him ; and they clapped 
their hands, and said God save the king. 

And when Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and 
of the people, she came to the people into the temple of 
the Loan. 

And when she looked, behold, the king stood by a 
pillar, as the manner was, and the princes and the 
trumpeters by the king, and all the people of the land 
rejoiced and blew with trumpets. And Athaliah rent 
her clothes, and cried. Treason, treason. 

But Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of the 
hundreds, the officers of the host, and said unto them, 
Have her forth without the ranges ; and him that follow* 
eth her kill with the sword. For the priest had said. 
Let her not be slain in the house of the Lord. 

And 
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And they laid hands on her, and she went bj the 
way, by which the horses came into the king^s house, 
and there was she slain. 

And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and 
between all the people, and between the king, that 
they should be the Lord's people. 

Then all the people went to the bouse of Baal, and 
Inrake it down, and brake his altars and bis images i« 
pieces, and slew Mattan the priest of Baal before tte 
altar. 

Also Jehoiada appointed the offieers of the house of 
the Lord by the hand of the priests the Levites, whom 
David had distributed in the house of the Lonn, te 
offer the burnt-offerings of the Lord, as it is writtea 
in the law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, 
as it was ordained by David. 

And he set the porters at the gates of the house of 
the Lord, that none which was unclean in any thing 
diould enter in. 

And he took tlie captains of hundreds, and the nobles, 
and tbe governors of the people, and all the people of 
the land, and brought down the king from the house of 
the Lord : and tliey came through the high gate into 
tiie king's house, and set the king upon the throne of 
the kingdom. 

And aU the pec^e of tlie land rejoiced, and tbe city 
W4IS Jijuiet, after that they had slain Athallah with the 
awordv 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

bi this Section, we. may observe the dreadful effects of 
impiety and ambition. It is remarked, that thia a^^ctka 
«C par entsis generally strongest t& the second generation, 
tbfttthey love their grand-children, not only on account 
of the relatjm they beax to.thesnAehrea»bii(£M tfa« sake 
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tlt^e^ whpae immediate ofi^pring they- are. How 
shocking id it to read of Athaliah's attempt to cut off the* 
whole race ether's, that she might gratify her boundless 
ambition ; but, as the apostle to the Bomans hints *, it 
is the usual effect of impiety » to root out natural affec* 
tion; and we cannot wonder that sbc^ >i^ho could coun- 
sel her own son to do wickedly, should proceed to this 
extremity of cruelty. The justice of God, in suffering 
Athaliah to come to such a wretched end need no com- 
ment, neither is there occasion to enlarge on the faith- 
fulness of the Lord God, displayed in the preservation 
of Joash. It may however be proper to obsi^rve, that 
Un's young prince found in the temple an asylum for 
his helpless innocence, when there was no other place of 
refuge for him, which is great encouragement to chil- 
dren to put their trust in the Lobd, and also to fre. 
quent places of public worship. How many by ne- 
glecting them> to pursue idle sports, have come to un- 
timely ends! 

SECTION LXXVI. 

TKB.ltEIGil OV JOASH (CALLED ALSO JSHOASH) 

KING OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Chron. Chap. xxiv. — 2 Kings^ Chap, xii, 

JoASH was seven years old when h% began t» reign* 

And Joash did that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest, and bo* 
had two wives, and sons and daughters. 

And it came to pass after this, that Joash was mind* 
ed t« repair tiie house ef the Lord. 

(For the som c^ Athaliah, that wicked woman^ had 
broken up the house cf God ; and also ali'tke dedkaled 

* Romans, i. 31. 

things 
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tbings of the house of the Loi^d did they bestow wfOh 
Baalim.) 

So the workmen wrought, and the work was (>er. 
fected by them, and they set the house of God in hit 
state, and strengthened it. 

But Jehoiada w^i^ed old, and was full of days whea 
he died ; an hundred and thirty years old was he when 
he died. 

And they buried him in the city of David among the 
kings, because he had done good in Israel, both to* 
ward God, and toward his house. 

Now afler the death of Jehoiada came the princes of 
Judah, and made obeisance unto the king. Then th$ 
king hearkened unto them. 

And they left the house of the ](^ord God of their 
fathers, and served groyes and idols : and wrath came 
upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their trespass. 

Yet he sent prophets to them to bring them again 
unto the Lord, and they testified against them : but 
they would not give ear. 

And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son 
of Jehoiada, the priest, which stood above the people, 
and said unto them. Thus saith God, Why transgress 
ye the commandments of the Lord that ye cannot 
prosper ? because ye have forsaken the Lord, he hath 
also forsaken you. 

And they con^ired against him, and stoned him with 
stones at the commandment of the king in the court of 
the house of the Lo an. 

Thus Jpash the king remembered not the kindness 
which Jehoiada Zechariah's father had done to him, 
but slew his son. And when he died, Zechariah said, 
The Lord look upon it, and requite it. 

Then Hazeal king of Syria went up, and fought 

. against 
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^^ainst Gathy and took it : and Hazael aet his face ta 
go up to Jerusalem. 

And Joash king of Judah took all the hallowed things 
tikBt Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah, hit fathers^ 
kings of Judab> had dedicated, and his own hallowed 
tilings, and all the gold that was found in the treasures 
of the house of the Lord, and in the king's house, 
and sent it to Hazael king of Syria : and he went away 
4om Jerusalem. 

And it came to pass at the end of the year, that the 
host of Syria came up against him ; and they came t« 
Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all the princes of 
ihe people from among the people, and sent all the spoil 
of them unto the king of Damascus. 

For the army of the Syrians came with a small com- 
pany of men, and the Lord delivered a very great host 
into their hand, because they had forsaken the Lord 
God of their fathers: uo they executed judgment 
against Joash. 

And when they were departed- from him (for they 
left him in great diseases) his own servants conspired 
against him, for the blood of the sons of Jehoiada the 
priest, and slew him on his bed ; and he died : and they 
buried him in the city of David, but not in the sepul- 
chres of the kings. He reigned forty years.' 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Joash was extremely fortunate in the beginning of 
ills reign, in being under the direction of so good and 
pious a man as Jehoiada, for both the king and his sub- 
je^s experienced the happy effects of his excellent 
management. Whilst Joash continued under the in« 
fluence of Jehoiada, he appeared wise and amiable^ and 

roL. III. R the 
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t|ie blessing of tlie Lord attended him ; but as soon ai 
he suffered himself to be perverted from the worship of 
the Lord, his happiness and prosperity forsook hinii 
for VDrath came upon him from the Lord; and the Sy« 
rians were permitted to prevail against him. 

We may easily imagine the miseries which Judah ea* 
dared, by falling into the cruel hands of Hazael ; yet 
they could not justly reproach God for raising them 
up such an enemy, as he would undoubtedly have beet 
restrained from hurting them, (as he was during the 
life of Jehoiada) if they had not provoked the Divine 
chastisement by their apostasy. 

Nothing could be a greater insult to the Lor: , than 
the murder of the propht^t Zechariah, whom they ston- 
ed whilst he was declaring the Viord of the Loa*^, in a 
place always deemed sacred, the court of the Temple. 
This wickedness was too notorious to escape the ven- 
geance of God ; and it added greatly to the measure of 
the national guilt *. 

How does every portion of sacred history exemplify 
the truihy justice f wisdom^ and goodness of the Supkemi 

Being! 

• 

SECTION LXXVII. 

THE RKIGM OT JEHOAIIAZ KINO OF JSRAU. 

From 2 Kings^ Chap. xiii. 

In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of 
Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu be- 
gan to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seven- 
teen years. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of 

• See Matt. Cbep. »iMi.4ll. 

NdMt, 
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Hebat, which made Israel to sin : he departed aot there- 
Aom. 

And the anger of the Loan was kindled against 
Israel, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael 
king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son 
of Hazael, all their days. 

And Jehoahaz besought the Lord^ and the Lord 
hearkened unto him : for he saw the oppression of 
Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed them. 

Neither did he leare of the people to Jehoahaz, but 
fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten thousand foot- 
men : for the king of Syria had destroyed them, and 
had made them like the dust by threshing. 

And the Lord gave Israel a Saviour, so that they 
went out from under the hand of the Syrians : and the 
children of Israel dwelt in their tents as before*time. 

Nevertheless, they departed not from the sins of the 
hou83 of Jeroboam, who made Israel to sin, but walked 
therein : and there remained the grove also in Samaria* 

And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers : and they buri- , 
ed him in Samaria. And Jehoash his son reigned in 
his stead, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

How shocking it is to read of the degeneracy of Is- 
rael ! When we compare their abject condition in th« 
days of Jehoahaz, with their glory and eminence in the 
reigns of David and Solomon, we can scarcely believe 
them to be the same nation which was chosen as the 
peculiar people of God. Whilst they continued faith* 
f\il to him, the Lord himself tva« their defence^ andtheir 
helpf and the noord of their excellency : when they for* 
sook him they were stripped of their honour, and ex- 
posed to the iMults of their neighbours; yet did not 

R 2 . the 
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the Lord fbrget His C(yvenant, for when they returied 
unto Him with true'contritiony He never rejected tlieir 
prayers ; a remarkable instance of which we have in the 
history of Jehoahaz, who was rescued from utter de- 
struction by a miraculous deliverance^ at a time when 
Hazael had gained such advantages, that, had he not 
been restrained by omnipotent potver^ he would have 
entirely extirpated the kingdom of Israel : but though 
he was permitted to succeed against this people, on ac< 
count of their sins ; yet could the same Almighty 
Beekg, who ruleth the raging of the ocean, restrain the 
turbulent passions of this haughty monarch, and say to 
him. Hitherto shalt thou gOf and no farther^ 

Let this instance encourage those who have forsaken 
the Lord, to turn unto Him, and He will have mercy 
upon them* 

SECTION LXXVIII. 

THE REIGK OF JEHOASH (cALLSD ALSa JOASH) KIR* 

OF ISRAEL. 



From 2 KingSy Chap, xiii. 

In the thirty and seyenth year of Joash king of Judah, 
began Jeheash the son of Jehoahaz to reign over Israd 
in Samaria, and reigned with his father. 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
I^RD : he departed net from all the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin ; but he walk* 
ed therein. 

Now EUsha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he 
died; and Jehoash the king of Israel came down unto 
him, and wept over his face, and said, O my father, my 
fiiilier, the chariot oi Israel, and the horsemen thereof. 

And Elikha said unto liim, Take bow and arrows* 

And he took unto him bow and arrows. 

And 
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And he said unto the king of Israel^ Put thine hand 
upon the bow^. .And he put his hand upon it: And 
Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands. 

And he said, Open the window eastward. And he 

opened it. Then Elisha said. Shoot* And he shot. 

And he said, The arrow of the Lord's deliverance from 

Syria : for thou shalt 4smite the Syrians in Aphek tiM 

/thou have consumed them. 

And he said, Take the arrows* And he took them. 
And he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon the 
ground. Aud he smote thrice, and stayed. 

And the man of God was wroth with him, and said. 
Thou shouldest hare smitten five or six times ; then 
hadst thou smitten Sjrria till thou hadst consumed it ; 
whereas now thou shalt smite Sjrria but thrice. 

And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the 
bands of thef Moabites invaded the land at the comlvig 
in of the year. 

And it came to pass as they were burying a man, 
that behold they spied a band of men ; and they cast 
the man into the sepulchre of Elisha; and when the 
man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he 
revived, and stood up on his feet. 

But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the 
days of Jehoahaz. 

And the Lord was gracious unto them, and had 
compassion on them, and had respect unto them, be- 
cause of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from 
his presence as yet. 

So Hazael king of Syria died ; and Ben-badad his 
son reigned in his stead. 

And Jehoash the so»of Jehoahaz took again out of 
the hand of Ben.hadad the son of Hasael, the citief 

R 9 which 
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which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahas bit 
father by war, three times did Jchoash beat him, and 
recovered the cities of Israel. 

And Jehoash slept with his fathers ; and Jeroboani 
sat upon his throne ; and Jehoash was buried in Sama- 
ria with the kings of Israel. 

And the rest of tlie acts of Jehoash, and all that he 
did, and his might wherewith he fought against Ami- 
ziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book of 
the Chronicles of the kings of Israel f 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Jehoash continued the abominations which Jeroboam 
liad fatally introduced into Israel, and in that partiea- 
lar he did evil in the sight of the Lord : yet he had a 
great personal respect for the prophet Elisha, and he 
reverenced the Lord in some degree^ though he did not 
serve Him with a perfect heart* 

•Elisha lived to an advanced age. It was about sixtf 
years since he had been called to the prophetic o£Bce bj 
Elijah; and though we do not read of his having been 
employed of God in any particular service for a long 
time, it is most likely he continued liis admonitions, and 
had performed some good offices for Israel, or Jehoash 
would Dot have addressed him in those endearing words 
which Elisha himself made use of when Elijah was taken 
iW)m him: Mt/Jatkerl my father! the chariot qflsrmd^ 
and the horn men thereof I Perhaps Elisha was the savioin' 
whom the Lo a o is said to have raised up to deliver them, 
by his intercessions and prayers, out ot" the hands of the 
«8jrians ; thb opinion is confirmed by EJisha'a last action 
in the character of a prophet. He gave the king great 
assurances of success against th^ Syrians, and encouraged 
him to prosecute the war with vigour ; and to aBimate 

him. 
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him, gave him a sign that he was commissioned to attack 
them with a promise of success. ** It is," said Elisha, 
" tke arrow of the Loud'« deliver ancey even the arrow of 
ielkerancefrom Syria.*' The prophet havingy in God*s 
name, assured him of victory over the Syrians, proved 
him by another Fign whether he would pursue them with 
more zeal than Ahab had done : this was the meaning of 
his bidding him ** strike with the arrow on the ground; as 
much as to say, ^^ believe* them brought to the ground hy 
the arrow of the Lor d, given into your hand; now let me 
He how you will improve these advantages^* The king 
shewed not that eagerness and warmth that might have 
been e . pected, but smote thrice and no more. Perhaps he 
contemned the sign, and distrusted the prophet; and 
there is reason to suppose, that it was to confirm the 
trudi of Elisha's being di:rinely inspired, that the miracb 
we read of al%er the account of his death was perforaied: 
many of the Israelites might have represented LL^ha as 
an impostor^ and thrown aspersions on his memory ; this 
miracle served to establish his reputation as a Prophet, 
^and to give the people confidence in respect to t!ie con« 
quest of the Syrians, which he had predicted. Elijah 
was honoured by the translation of his boot <o heaven: 
£4isha was filled with the same Holy Spirit that had 
before inspired his master, and followed the example of 
his fidelity to God ; therefore the Lord honoured kis 
BODY also in the sight of the worlds but in a different way, ' 
by making it (after his own soul was departed from k) 
an instrument of Divine Power, in restoring life to a 
dead man. We must not suppose, that there was an in- 
herent virtue in the remains <^ Elisha, more than i« 
those of another man : Divine inspiration did not alter 
the nature of prophets, their bodies were still subject ta 
diseases and decay, and their minds liable to passions 

* Uenrjr't Annotations. 
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^«iicl sin ; excepting when they were iniraculousl j nm.' 
tained and illuminated by the particular interpoeition of 
the SvrRMum Being^ what they said or did in the name 
•f the LoBD was entirely unpremeditated: they were no 
^rther hoh/ than as they were sacred, or set apart for 
the service of God, and lived agreeably *(o their holy 
appointment ; yet on these accounts they were justly 
reverenced, and for the good offices they performed for 
the woiid they were entitled to esteem. The miracle ot 
raising the dead man may be considered as a proof of 
the immortality of the soul ; but this truth we need npl 
attend to here, as we shall find still better evidence for 
it as we proceed. 

We have already read in the history of the kings of 
JODAH, that Hazael invaded that country, and even 
thought to attempt the conquest of Jerusalem ; but he 
wns diverted from his purpose by gifts of the treasures 
o!* the LoKij's House, which Joash the king, who at that 
time reigned over Judah, was induced to make him 
through fear. 

Hazael*, having thus subdued and tyrannized over 
the kingdoms of Israel and Judah, died, and his in- 
fatuated people paid divine honours to his memory. 

Though Hazael was a great monarchy he must have 

-been an unhappy man; for it is impossible that a mind 

like his, perpetually hurried by tumultuous passions, 

should know the invaluable blessing of inward peace and 

satisfaction. 

He left behind him a son and successor, named Ben- 
hadad, who suffered a total reverse of his father s fortune. 
Jehoash king of Israel defeated him thrice, as Elisha 
had predicted, and recovered from him all that Hazad 
had tak^n from Israel. Jehoash is supposed to have 

* Vnirertal Uistorj. 
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divided tbe government of the kingdom with his aom 
Jeroboam for the last ten years of his reign. 

SECTION LXXIX. 

m 

THE R£^ON eW AMAZIAII KING OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Chronicles^ Chap. xxv. 

Ama^iah was twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign^ and he did that which was right in the^ 
sight of the Lord, but not with a perfect heart. 

Now it came to pass when the kingdom was esta- 
blished to him, that ne slew his servants that had killed 
the king his father : but he slew not their children, but 
did as it Is written in the law of the book of Moses, 
where the Lord commanded, saying, The fathers shall 
net die for the children, neither shall the children die 
for the fathers, but every man shall die for his own sin. 
Moreover, Amaziah gathered Judah together ; and 
made them captains over thousands, and captains over 
hundreds, according to the houses of their fathers, 
throughout all Judah and Benjamin : and he numbered 
them from twenty years Old and above, and found them 
three hundred thousand choice men, able to go forth to 
war, that could handle spear and shield. 

He hired also an hundred thousand mighty men of 
Talour out of Israel for an hundred talents of silver. 

But there caroe a man of God to him, saying, O king, 
let net the army of Israel go with thee, for the Lo i\ d is 
not with Israel, to wit, with all the children of Ephraim. 
But if thou wilt gOf do it, be strong for the battle : 
GrOD shall make thee fall before the enemy : for God 
kath power to help, and to cast down. 

And Amaziah said to the man of God, But what shall 
we do for th« hundred talents which I have given to the 

R 5 army 
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army of Israel i and the man of God answeredi The 
Lord is able to give thee much more than this* 

Then Aniaziah separated them, to wit, the army that 
was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again : 
wherefore their anger was greatly kindled against Judah, 
and they returned home in great anger* * 

And Amaziah strengthened himself, and led forth his 
people, and went to the valley of salt, and smote of the 
children of Seir ten thousand. 

And other ten thousand lefl alive did the children of 
Judah carry away captive, and brought them unto the 
top of the rock, and cast them down from the top of 
the rock, that they were broken all in pieces. 

But the soldiers of the army which Amaziah seat 
back, that they should not go with him to battle, U^ 
upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unte Beth- 
horon, and smote three thousand of them, and took 
much spoil. 

Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah was come 
from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the 
gods of the children of Seir, and set them up to be his 
gods, and bowed down himself before them, and burned 
incense unto them. 

Wherefore the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Amaziah, and he sent unto hiip a prophet, which said 
unto him. Why hast thou sought after the gods of the 
people, which could not deliver their owq people out of 
thine hand. 

And it came to pass as he talked with him, that the 
king said unto him, y\rt thou made of the kind's counsel? 
forbear ; why shouldest thou be smitten ? Then the pro* 
phet forbore, and said, I know that G41D hath deter- 
mined to destroy thee, because thou hast done this, and 
hast not hearkened unto my counsel. 
Then Amaziah king of Judah took advice, and sent to 

Jehoash, 
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Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king 
of Israel^ saying. Come, let us see one another in the 

And Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of 
Judahy SAyingy The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to 
the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying,Give thy daughter 
to my son to wife : and there passed by a wild beast that 
was in Lebanon, and trode down the thistle. 

Thou sayest, Lo thou hast smitten the Edomites, and 
thine heart lifteth thee up to boast : abide now at home ; 
why shouldest thou meddle to thine hurt that thou 
sbouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee ? 

But Amaziah would not hear: for it came of God that 
he might deliver them into the hand ef their enemies, 
because they sought after the gods of £dom. 

So Jehoash the king of Israel went up ; and they saw 
one another in the face, both he and Amaziah king of 
Judah, at Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to Judah. 

And Judah was put to the worst before Israel, and. 
they fled every man to his tent. 

And Jehoash the king of Israel took Amaziah king of 
Judah, the son of Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, at 
Beth shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem, and brak^ 
down the wall of Jerusalem, from the gate of Ephraim 
to the corner gate, tour hundred cubits. 

And he took all the gold and silver, and all the 
vessels that were found in the house of God with Obed- 
edon^ and the treasures of the king's house, the 
hostages also, and returned to Samaria. 

And Amaziah the son of Jehoash king of Judah lived 
afterthe death of Jehoash, son of Jehoahaz king of Israel, 
fifteen years* And he reigned twenty and nine years in 
Jerusalem. 

Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away from 
following the Lord, they made a conspiracy against him 
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in JenMailein ; and he fled to Lachish ; hot they sent to 
Lachith after him, and -slew him there. 

And they brought him upon horses, and buried him 
with his fathers in the city of Judah. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Amaziah had lately seen such severe judgments in- 
flicted upon his father Jehoasb, for bis apostasy, that, is 
the beginning of his reign, he was intimidated from fol- 
lowing idols. He worshipped the true God, and kept up 
the Temple service, but he had not a perfect heart; from 
which we may understand, that he was not a man of 
lerious piety himself, nor had he any zeal for the ordi- 
nances of religion. He was not an enemy, but a cool 
and indifferent friend. 

It was Amaziah's duty to call his father's murderers to 
account ; for, though they intended to avenge the death 
of the prophet Zecbariah, they were not authorized to 
kill their sovereign. 

We read, in the history of Jehoram king of Judah, that 
the Edomites (who from the days of David had been go- 
verned by a deputy) revolted, and set up a king of their 
own. Amaziah resolved to attempt reducing them ; and 
thinking his own army insufficient*, he resolved to hire 
auxiliaries. The proper step for him to have taken in such 
a case would have been to consult a prophet of the Lord. 
That he might not run headlong into destruction, a pro- 
phet was, notwithstanding his neglect, graciously sent by 
the Lord to warn him of the danger of an alliance with 
Israel ; and he dismissed the troops. His obedience 
was rewarded with success against the fidomites. 

Why God permitted the Israelites to commit such de« 
▼astations, in their return home, we are not told ; but we 
may suppose that the inhabitants of the cities in Judah, 
who were thus given up to their rage, were idolaters. 

* Id th« dayi of Jeliotbaphat there vrerc four timM as many. 
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' It 18 shocking to read of Amaziah's cruelty to the 
Edomites, and not easy to be accounted for in to trnxed 
a character. What he did on his return was evidently 
m great act of sin andjhllyy yet the goodness of th.e 
Lord wa» still extended towards him, but he was deaf 
to the kind remonstrances of the prophet, and we cannot 
wonder at the adversity which, afterwards befel him. 

By whom Amaziah was advised to shew resentment to 
the king of Israel, for the devastations his subjects had 
made, we are not told ; but they proved to be evil coun- 
sellors. Jehoash had by this time gained the three vic- 
tories over the Syrians, foretold by the prophet Elisha, 
which had doubtless elated him ; and he could nor for- 
bear expressmg the utmost contempt at Amaziah's arro- 
gant challenge. The answer Jehoash returned was couch- 
ed in the most scornful and mortifying terms, under the 
allegory of a despicable thistle, which having aspired to 
an alliance with the noble cedar, had, for its ambition, 
been crushed under the feet of a wild beast : he conclud- 
'ed with advising Amaziah to rest contented with his 
late petty victories, and not to suffer his ambition to 
drive him into desperate atten^pts, which would, most 
likely, end in the total loss of his kingdom. 

Josephus, an ancient Jewish author, informs us, that 
Amaziah's army was seized with sudden terror, and 
turned their backs on Israel, without striking one stroke; 
and left their king to the mercy of the conqueror, who 
led him prisoner to Jerusalem, where he obliged him to 
purchase his freedom, at the expence of all the gold 
and silver which were found, either in the Temple ot 
his own treasury ; after which, having demolished a 
part of the city wall, and taken' hostages, he returned 

to 3aniaria. 

As for Amaziah,- though he out^lived hJs disgrace 

about fifteen years, we do not read tliat he peclbvnied 

t ««r 
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•nj memorable action ; but continuing to follow idda* 
traus practices^ the favour of the Lord was totally 
witfadniwn firom him, he fell by the hands of his own 
subjects, and his corpse was treated with indignity, 
but at length buried with his ancestors. 

SECTION LXXX. 

THE EBIGN OY JEROBOAM THE SECOND, KING OF 

ISRAEL. 

From 2 Kings, Chap. xiv. 

In the fifleenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash 
king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Jehoash king of Is; 
rael began to reign in Samaria. 

He restored the coast of Israel, from the entering of 
Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the 
word of the Lord Gon of Israel, which he spake by 
the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the 
prophet, which was of Gath-heper. 

For the Loud saw the affliction of Israel, that it was 
very bitter : for there was not any shut up, nor any 
left, nor any helper for Israel. 

And the Loud said not that he would blot out the 
name of Israel from under heaven : but he saved them 
by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Jehoash. 

So Jeroboam warred and recovered for Israel Ha* 
math and Damascus, which belonged to Judah, 

And Jeroboam reigned forty- one years, and he slept 
with his fathers, even with the kings of Israel: and 
Zechariah his son reigned in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

Though the reign of this king is long, the history of it 
is xeiated in few words. Jeroboam was a very valiant and 

I politic 
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politic prince, and God enabled him^^/or the sake of ihe 
race of Jacobs to work great deliveraitces for Israel^ and 
to restore this kingdom to splendour and power. We 
find he took the city of Damascns (which was the ca- 
pital of Syria) and Hamath, both which formerly be« 
longed to Judah ; besides a vast extent %>f country* 
The particulars of these valiant exploits are unknown 
to us, having been written in the annals of the kings of 
Israel, long since lost. 

After the death of Elisha, it pleased the Lord to 
raise up a succession of prophets in Israel and Judah, 
to give them instructions and exhortations, and to de- 
nouiice bis threatenings against them upon their per- 
sisting in impiety ; and these he appointed, not ouly to 
warn them by word of mouth (m his former prophets 
had done), but to commit their admonitions to writing, 
that posterity might see the ingratitude of his people, 
and all nations, from their crimes and punishment, learn 
not to do so wickedly. 

Those iioritten prophecies contain much a^ generating 
struction. 

SECTION-LXXXI. 

PART OY THE FROPHECY OF AMOS. 

From Chap, i^ S^c. 

The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen 
of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel, in the day^ 
of Jeroboam king of Israel, two years before the earth- 
quake. 

Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of 
Israel, and for four, I will not turn away the punish- 
ment thereof: because they sold the righteous ior «il- 
Ter^ and the poor &r 4 pair of shoes. 

Thai 



( »76 ) 

That pant afler the dust of the earth on the head ^f 
the poor, and turn aside the way of the meek : 
Hear this word that the Lord hath spoken against you, 

children of Israel, against the whole family which I 
brought up from the land of Egypt, saying. You only 
have I kno#n of all the families of the earth : therefore 

1 will punish you for all your iniquities. 

Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the i^ople 
not be afraid ? shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord 
hath not done it ? Surely, the Lord God will do nothing, 
but he revealeth thesecret unto his servants the prophets* 

The lion hath roared,' who will not fear ? the Lord 
God hath spoken, who can but prophesy ? 

.Hear ye, and testify in the house of Jacob, saith the 
Lord God, the God of hosts, that in the day that I 
shall visit the transgressions of Israel upon .him, I will 
also visit the altars of Beth -el, and the horns of the 
altar shall be cut off, and fall to the ground. 

And I will smite the winter-house with the summer* 
house ; and the houses of ivory shall perish, and the 
great houses shall have an end, saith the Lord. 

Come to Beth-el, and transgress ; at Gilgal multiply 
transgression ; and bring your sacrifices every morning, 
and your tythes after three years : and offer a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving with heaven, and proclaim and publish 
the free-offerings : for this liketh you, O ye children of 
Israel, saith the Lord God. 

And I also have given you cleanliness of teeth in aU 
your cities, and want of bread in all your places : yet 
have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord. 

And also I have withholden the rain from you, when 
there were yet three months to the harvest ; and I caus- 
ed it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain 
upon another city : one piece was rained upon, and the 
piece whereupon it rainea not -withered. 

So 
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So two or three cities wandered unto one citj^ to 
ibink water; but they were not satisfied: yet have jt 
Hat returned unto me, saith the Lord. ' 

I have smitten you with blasting and mildew : when 
your gardens and your vineyards, and your fig-trees, and 
jour olive-trees increased^ the palmer- worni devoured 
them ; yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord« 

I have sent among you the pestilence after the manner 
of Egypt: your young men have I slain with the sword, 
and have taken away your horses ; and I have made the 
stink of your camps to come up unto your nostrils : yet 
have ye not returned unto*me, saith the Lord. 

I have overthrown some of you aa God overthrenc 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand pluck*; 
ed out of the burning : yet have ye not returned unto 
toe, saith the Lord. 

Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Israel ; and be* 
cause I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, 
Israel. 

For lo, he that formeth the mountains, and createth 
the wind, and declareth unto man what is his thought, 
that maketh the morning darkness, and treadeth upon 
the high places of the earth : the Lord the God of 
hosts is his name. 

For thus saith the Lor b* unto the house of Israel, Seek 
7^ me, and ye shall live : But seek not Beth el, nor 
enter into Gilgal, and pass not to Beer sheba : for Gil- 
S^ shall surely go into captivity, and Beth-el shall 
come to nought. 

Seek good, and not evil ; that ye may live : and so 
the Lord the God of hosts shall be with you, as ye 
haVe spoken. 

Hate the'evil, and love the good, and establish judg- 
^^nt in the gate; it may be Uiat the Lord God of 
'^osts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. 

Then 
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Then Amaanah the priest of Beth-el sent t© Jerob^ftm 
king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against thee 
in the midst of the house of Israel ; the land is notable 
to hear all his words. 

For thus Araos saiih, Jeroboam shall die by the sword, 
and Israel shall surely be led away captive out of their 
•wn land. 

Also Amaziah said unta Amos, O thou seer, go^ 
flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there eal 
bread, and prophesy there : but prophesy not agam 
any more at Beth-el ; for it is the king's chapel, and il 
IB the king's court. 

Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was 
no prophet, neither was I a prophet's son ; but I was 
an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit: and the 
Loud took me as 1 followed the flock, and the Lord 
said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 

Then said the Lord unto me. The end is come upon 
my people Israel : I will not again pass by them any 
more. 

Hear this, O ye that swallow up the needy, even to 
make the poor of the land to fail. 

The Lord hath sworn by the excellency of Jacob, 
iSurely I will never forget any of their works. 

Shall not the land tremble for this, and every one 
mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up whoUj 
as a flood ; and it shall be cast out and drowned as bj 
the flood of Egypt. 

And I will turn your feasts into mourning, and all 
your songs into lamentation, and will bring up sack- 
cloth upon all loins, and baldness upon every head : and 
I will make it as the mourning of an only son, and the 
end thereof as a bitter day. 

Behold, the days come, saHh the Lord God, that I 
will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, 

nor 



nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the wordi of the 
Loan. 

And they shall wander from sea to sea> and from the 
North even to the East they shall run to and fro, to 
seek the word of the Loud, and shall not find it. 

They that swear by the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy 
god, O Dan, liveth : and the manner of Beer-sheba 
Kyeth : even they shall fall, and never rise up again. 

Behold the eyes of the Loa d God are upon the sin- 
ful kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of 
the earth ; saving that I will not utterly destroy the 
house of Jacob, saith the Lord. 

For lo, I will command, and T will sift the house of 
Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifled in a sieve, 
yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. 

And Jeroboam reigned in Samaria forty and one 
years. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Amos is supposed to have begun to prophesy about 
six years before the death of Jeroboam the second, 
king of Israel ; in the reign of Uzziah king of Judah. 

By these extracts from the predictions of Amos, we 
learn, that the public crimes, for which the Jews were 
threatened with public calamities, were forsaking and 
neglecting the ioorship of Gob ; and being guilti/ of frauds 
deceit, cfuelty, and oppression. Every nation, therefore, 
in which such sins prevail, may justly fear God's judg. 
ments; for this reason every individual should take 
warning by the prophetic writings, to contribute bis 
part towards a general reformatiou of the kingdom he 
belongs to. 
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SECTION LXXXII. 

<HIE REIGN OF UZZIAH (CALLED ALSO * AZARIAR) 

KING OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Chronicles^ Chap, xxvi. 

After the death of Amaziah all the people of Judak 
took Uzziah his son, who was sixteen years old, and 
nade him king in the room of his father. 

In the twenty and seventh year of Jerohoam king of 
Israel began Uzziah son of Amaziah, king of Judah, to 
reign. 

Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to reign. 
And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
Loiia, according to all that his father Amaziah did in 
the beginning oi his reign. 

And he sought God in the days of Zechariab, who 
had understanding in the visions of God : and as long 
as he sought the Lord, God made him to prosper. 

And he went forth and warred against the Philistinefli 
and God helped him against the Philistines. 

And the Ammonites gave gids to Uzziah : and his 
name spread abroad even to the entering in of Egypt : 
for he strengthened himself exceedingly. 

Also he built towers in Jerusalem, and in the desert, 
And digged many wells for he had much cattle, and 
vine-dressers ; for he loved husbandry. 

And he had an host of fighting men : the whole num- 
ber pf the chief of the fathers of the mighty men of 
valour were two thousand and six hundred. 

And under their hand was an army, three hundred 
thousand and seven thousand and five hundred thai 

♦ J Kings XT. 1. 
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made war with mighty- power, to help the king against 
the enemy. 

And Uzziah prepared for them, throughout all the 
host, shields, ^nd spears, and helmets, and habergeons, 
and bows, and slings to cast stones. 

And he made in Jerusalem engines invented by cun- 
ning men to be on the towers and upon the bulwarks^ 
tio shoot arrows and great stones withal. And his -name 
spread far abroad : for he was marvellously helped till 
he was strong. < ^ 

But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up to his 
destruction: for he transgressed against the Lord his 
God, and went into the temple of the Lord to burn 
incense upon the altar of incense. 

And Azariah the priest went in after him, and with 
him fourscore priests of the Lord that were valiant 
men : and they withstood Uzziah, the king, and said 
unto him. It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to . 
burn incense unto the Lord, but to the priests tlie 
sonlB of Aaron, that are consecrated to burn incense; 
go out of the sanctuary ; for thou hast trespassed, nei- 
ther shall it be for thine honour from the Lord God. 

Then Uzziah was wroth, and had a censer in his hand 
to bum incense: and while he was wroth with the 
priests, the leprosy even rose up in his forehead before 
the priests in the house of the Lord, from beside the 
incense altar. 

And Azariah the high priest, and all the priests look* 
ed upon him, and behold, he was leprous in his fore- 
head, and they thrust him out from thence : yea, him* 
self hasted also to go out; because the Lord had smit- 
ten him. 

And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day of his 
deaths and dwelt in a several houses beisf a leper ; for 

be 
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lietns out off ffbm the house of the Lord: and Jothftm 
bis son was over the king's house^ judging the people 
of the land. 

Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first aad last, did 
Isaiah the prophet the son of Amos ^rite. 

So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and thej buried hira 
with his fathers, in the field of the burial which be- 
longed to the kings : for they said, He is a leper. And 
Jotham his son reigned in his stead, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The reign and character of Uzziah bear so great a 
resemblance to those of former kings, that it is needleis 
to enlarge much upon them. He docs not appear ts 
have been at any time given to idofatrous prtatices^ but 
to have grown careless in the discharge of his religious 
duties, after the death of Zechariah. Who this good 
roan was, to whom the king was so much indebted, we 
are not told; but some imagine he was the son of that 
Zechariah who was murdered by king Joash. 

Uzziah was the means of raising the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, through the blessing of God, to such a pitch of 
eminence as it had not known for a number of years; 
for he attended to every particular which constitutes the 
temporal greatness of a nation. From the punishmoni 
inflicted upon this king, we learn that it is a very pre- 
sumptuous act for any who are not properly conse- 
crated to invade the priest's office ; and we find that 
Uzziah was humbled in a moat exemplary manner : b^ 
could no longer contest with the priests, for they bad 
an undoubted right to exclude all lepers from the coiu 
gregation, and even from society. 

We understand, from sease passages in Senptarc, 

tbftt 
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that m the days «f Uzziah there was a terrible eartk* 
quake (foretold by Amos two years before,) a plague- 
of locusts, and a great drought, mixed with dreadful 
iashes of fire. 

SECTION LXXXm. 

PAET OF THE FUOPHECT OF ISAIAH. 

From Chap, u 

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amos, which he saw 
ooncerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

Hear, O Iieayens ; and give ear, O earth : for the 
Lord hath spoken: I have nourished and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled agtinst me.- 

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's 
crib : but Israel doth not know, my people doth not 
consider. 

Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed 
of evil doers, children that are corrupt rs ! They havo 
forsaken the Loud, they have provoked the Holt One 
OF IsRAEi* unto anger, they are gone away backward. 

Why should ye be stricken any more ? ye will revolt 
more and more; the whole head is sick, and the whol« 
heart faint. 

From the sole of the foot even unto the head there 
is no soundness in it; but wounds and bruises, and 
putcifying sores; they have not been closed, neither 
bound up. neither mollified with ointment. 

Your country is^desolate, your cities are burned with 
fire ; your land, strangers devour it in your presence, 
and it is desolate as overthrown by strangers. 

And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a 
vineyard, as a lodge m a garden of cucumbers, as abe« 
sioged city. 

Except 
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^t9pt tlie Load of hoi^ had left umto Hb a tery 
tDMdl ramnant^^we should have been as Sodom, and we 
ibottld hare been like unto Gomorrah. 

Hear the word of the Lord ye rulers of Sodom; give 
ear unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah ^ 
to what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto 
me ? saith the Lord :' I am full of the burnt-offerings 
of rams, and the fat of fed beasts ; and I delight not ia 
the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. 

When ye come' to appear before me, who hath re- 
i|uired this at your hand to tread my courts ? Bring 
no more vain oblations ; incense is an abomination unto 
me ; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assem* 
blies, I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, even the so- 
lemn meeting. 

Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul 
hateth : they are a trouble unto me : I am weary to bear 
them. 

When ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 
•yes from you ; yea, when ye make many prayers, I wiU 
not hear : your hands are full of blood. 

Wash you, make you clean : put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; leara 
to do well : seek judgment, rdieve the oppressed, judge 
the fatherless, plead for the widow. 

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 
though your sins be as scaxlet, they shall be white as 
snow : dioughthey be red as crimson, they shall be as 

wooL 

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good 
•f the land : but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be de« 
voured with the swprd: for the mouth of the Lorb 
bath spoken it. 

How is the faithful city bec(Hne an harlot I it was foJt 

•f 
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•f judgment: righteousness lodged ia it; butnowttur'* 
derers. 

Thy silver is become dross, thy wine mixed witk 
water: thy princes are rebellious, and companions of 
thieves : every one loveth gifts, and followeth after re- 
wards: they judge not the fatherless, neither .doth the 
cause of the widow come unto them. 

Therefore saith the Lord^ the Lord of hosts, the 
mighty one of Israel, Ah^ I will ease me of mine adver 
saries, and avenge me of mine enemies. 

ANNOTATipNS and REFLECTIONS. ^ 

( Isaiah began to prophesy in the reign of Uzzrah. 
The foregoing extract from his writings shews, that the 
people of Judali, as well as those of Israel, acted with 
great ingratitude to the Lord. How affectionate is 
this address to them, like that of a tender father, en- 
deavouring to reclaim a disobedient child. It is suited 
not only to the people of Judah, ^but to all other na* 
tions, who are guilty of the same crimes. 

SECTION LXXXir. 

THE liSION OJt ZECHARIAH AND OF SUALLUM, KINGS 

OF ISRAEL. 

From 1 Kings f Chap. xv. 

In the thirty and eighth year of Uzziah king of Ju. 
dah, did Zechariah the son of Jeroboam reign over 
Israel in Samaria. . 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, as his fathers had done: he departed not from 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Is- 
rael to sin. 

VOL. III. S And 
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Atuff SBfffiura (he son bf Jaferesh cmispired ftgakist 
hini) and smote him before the people, and slew hhn, af^ 
t0r hd liad reigned six months, and reigned in his stead. 

And Che rest of the acts of Zechariah, behold, they 
art Wfinen m the book of the chronicles of the king» 
•^lirae). 

This was the word of the Lono, which he spake utito 
JMitt, Miyingy Thy som shall sh on the throne of Israel 
imto €lM ^reh generatibn. And so it came to pats. 

Shallum the fon of Jabesh began to reign hi the nine 
and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Judah, and be 
reigned a Ad) month in Samaria. 

For Menabem the son of Gadi went i^ from Tirzah, 
and catpe to Samaria, and smote Sliallum the son of Ja- 
besh in Samana» and slew him, and reigned in bis stNuL 

ANNOTATIONS amd REFLECTIONS. 

It b supposed by lesvned i^mhofBf and k noted in f^ 
HMTgins of our B^les, ^M therd was an interregnom 
(or space of time when the nation was in a state of 
anarchy and confusion without any sovereign) for eleven 
years (others say for twenty-two y9Stf) : perhaps there 
were disputes about the succession, and conspiracies 
formed by different factions, till at length Zechariah 
the son of Jeroboam was established ; by which the 
Lord's promise to Jehu, that hissoru should sit on the 
throne to the Jburih generatiorv^ was fulfilled. 

We find, however, that Zechariah was a very impi. 
^s prince, and his rdgn i/^as shdrt : fcft Got> permitted 
him to be slain by one of his subjects, according to the 
prediction of the prophet Amos, which he spake many 
years before, as follows : lijoill rise against the house of 
Jeroboam with the sword*. 

Shallum was a wicked usurper, as well as an idolater, 

• Amoi tU. 9. 

and 
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aad God's judgment w«a in a very short time sent upon 
him ; for he was suffered to fall by the hand of Mena- 
faem, Zechariah*s general, who was then besieging 
.Tirzah. On hearing what Shallum had done, Menahem 
marched to Samaria, defeated and slew him, under pre- 
tence of avenging the death of his sovereign ; but) at 
it proved, to gratify his own ambitious views* 

SECTION LXXXV- 

THE HISTORY OF THE PIIOPHET JONAH. 

From Chap. i. <^c. 

Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son 
0f Amittai, saying. Arise, go to Nhieveh, that great 
city, and cry against it ; for their wickedness is comQ 
up before me. 

But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the 
jpresence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa : and 
lie found a ship going to Tax^bish : so he paid the fare 
thereof, and went down into it to go with them to 
Tarshish, from the presence of the Loud. 

But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and 
there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship 
vras like to be broken. 

Thon the mariners were afraid, and cried every man 
unto his god, and cast forth tiie wares that were in the 
ship into the sea, to lighten it of tjiem : but Jonah was 
^oftut down into the sides of the ship ; and he lay, and 
was fast asleep. 

So ihe jihip-master came to him, and said unto him, 
What meanest thou, O sleeper ? arise, call upon thy 
God, if so be that .God will think upon us tliat we 
perish not. 

And they said every one to his fellow. Come, and let 
«u ^ast lots ; that we may know for whose cause this 

8 2 evil 
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evil is upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upoa 
Jonah. 

Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for 
whose cause this evil is upon us : what is thine occupa- 
tion? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? 
ftnd of what people art thou ? 

^nd he said unto them, I am an Hebrew ; and I fear 
the Lord the God of heaven, which hath made the sea 
and the dry land. 

Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto 
liim, Why hast thou done this ? for the men knew that 
he fled from the presence of the Lord ; because he had 
told them. 

Then said they unto him, What shall we do unto 
thee, that the sea maybe calm unto uff? for the sea 
wrought and was tempestuous. 

And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me 
forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you; 
for I know that for my sake this great tempest is upon 

Nevertheless the men rowed hard to brin^ it to the 
land; but they could not: forthesea wrought,, and was 
tempestuous against them. 

Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We 
beseech thee, O Lord, we beseech tliee, let us not 
perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent 
blood : for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. 

So they took up Jonah and cast him forth into the 
sea : and the sea ceased from her raging. 

Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and 
offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. 

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow 

up Jonah. And Jonah was in the bdly of the fish 

three days and three nights. 

Then 
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Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out of 
the fisli's belly. 

And the Lord spake unto the fish, and it yomlted 
out Jonah upon the dry land. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Jonah lived in the kingdom of Israel in the reigns of 
Jehoash and Jeroboam the second. 

Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian empire, at the 
time Jonah was sent thither, was one of the largest and 
most ancient cities in the world ; supposed to have been 
built by Nirarod not long after the flood, and very soon 
after the tower of Babel ; but afterwards greatly en- 
larged by Ninus, from whom it received its name. This 
city was situated upon the banks of the Tigris^ and 
(according to learned authors) was in length about 
twenty-one miles, nine broad, and fifty-four round ; it 
was surrounded with stately walls, and fortified with 
lofty towers, and is thought to have contained six hun- 
dred thousand persons. 

The excuse which Jonah made for disobeying the 
Divine command, and endeavouring to fly from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, was, that he apprehended the Lord 
would through his infinite mercy and goodness, change 
his purpose in respect to Nineveh, and that then his 
prophet's predictions would be regarded as fictitious, 
tind involve him in disgrace, if not in destructioRr It 
Certainly was very sinful in Jonah to think thus, as he 
might have been certain the Lord would do what was 
right, and that, however he dealt with the Ninevites, 
he would protect his prophet. It pleased the Lord» 
therefore, to inflict such a punishment as should con- 
vince Jonah of his error, strengthen his faith, and give 
him credit with the world, who would be ready to listen 
to one that had been so wonderfully preserved. 

s 3 Whether 
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l^ether ihk talk which swf^lowed up Jonah, was t 
ivhale or not; is uncertain. Many travelers describt 
«ome of tliis. species, which they had seea, sufficieatly 
large to swallow a man : afid informs us of various sea^ 
monsters beside, of most enormous si^e. Jonah's situa- 
tion in the belly of the fish must have been very dread* 
fuK The relation of his being kept alive in such a 
place would be perfectly incredible if we endeavoured 
to account for it in a natural way ; but if we iflopute it 
to the miracttlons power o/'GoD, it is no longer so : fof 
as xve are able, with our limited capacities, to apply U»t 
creatures to our use in such a variety of ways, k caa» 
tiot be unreasonable to suppose that theGfltEAT CasA* 
To a can do with them whatsoever seemeik good m bi$ 
9fght. 1 hose inltddls, who disbelieve the Scripture 
turn such relations as tiik into ridic«ie; but we riuiB 
do well in avoiding the society of such impioQa p«iwnB« 
Let us read tlicse edifying histories with «rttentio», nd 
learn from them to revereace the Sv^Ksmm B£iifG> tht 
Lord of all nature. 

SECTION LXXX:\7. 

^NAII SENT AGAIN TO KINEVSU. 

From Chap, iii, ir. 

And the word of the Lord came mato Joaah the 
•ecoad time, saying. Arise, go unto Nineveh that freat 
city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee^ 

S^ Jonah arose, and went uuio Nineveh, aocordinf to 
the word of the Lord. Now Niaeveh waa am exoeed- 
mg great city of three days jotirney. 

And Jonah begas to enter into the city a day's jour- 
ney, and he cried and said^ Yet iortj 4Bf$0ad Niacvek 
shall be 4rrcTikrowB« 

So 
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So tlie people oi Nioen^h believed 6oi>« Mot pre- 
clauned a fast, and pot on tadccloth^ from the greatest 
«f them even to the least of them. 

For word cacae unto the king of Ninevdv'mid i»arcM 
from hifitlironey and he laid his robe from hitn^ and 
covered him witli sackciothy and $at in ashes. 

And 1^ caused k to be proclaiosed, and pubHsbed 
through Nineveh, by tlie decree of the king a»d his 
fiobles, saying, Let neither laan nor beast^ herd nor flock 
t^te any thuag ; let them not feed, nor drink water. 

But le!t man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and 
cry mightily unto Goo : yea« let ^em turn every or# 
from his evil way, and from the violence that it in th^ 
bands. 

Who can teU if Gon will Unit and repent, and tura 
99my from his fierce an^r, that we perish not i 

And God saw their works that they turned from their 
evil waj : and God repesnted of the eril that he would 
do 9n(o than, and he did it not. 

But it displeased Joaah exceedingly, and he was verj 
angry. 

And he prayed unto the Lord, and said, I pray thee, 
O Load, was not tins my jsaying, when I was yet in my 
country ? therefore I fled before unto Tarshish : for I 
knew that thou art a ^Bcious God, and merciful, sdew 
to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of 
the eviJ. 

Therefore now, O Lord, take, I beseech thee, my life 
from me ; for it is better for me to die, than to live. 

Then said the Lord, Doest thou well to be angry f 

So Jonah went out of the city, and sat en the eaH 
side of the city, and there made him a booth, and sat 
under it in the shadow, till he might see what would 
become of ihe city. 

a 4 And 



( 392 ) 

And the Lord God prepared a gourd, and made it 
to come up over Jonah, that it might be a shadow over 
his head to deliver him from his grief. So Jonah was 
exceedingly glad of the gourd. 

But God prepared a worm when the morning rose the 
next day, and it smote the gourd that ft withered. 

And it came to pass when the sun.did arise, that God 
prepared a vehement east wind ; and the sun heal upon 
the head of Jonah that he fainted, and wished in himself 
to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to live. 

And God said to Jonah, Doest thou well to be angry 
for the gourd ? And he said, I do well to be angry, even 
unto death. ' 

Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, 
for thee which thou hast not laboured, neither madefst it 
grow : which came up in a night, and perished ia a 
night : 

And should not I spare Nineveh that great city, 
wherein are more than six score thousand persons, that 
cannot discern between their right hand and their left 
hand; and also much cattle ? 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The behaviour of the Ninevites was, on this occasion, 
exemplary in the highest degree ; and it is mentioned 
by our Saviour himself in the New Testament *, to tlje 
reproach of Israel. We may learn from the happy 
effects of it, that public fasting and humiliation for 
national sin are pleasing to the Lord : not that He re* 
quires his creatures to be afflicted, any farther tlian may 
be conducive to their reformation, and torender them 
objects of his mercy and loving-kindness. 

* Matth. xii. 41.^— Lujce xi. 32. 

Though 
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Though the Lord was in a peculiar manner the 6oi> 
^Israeli he did not utterly forsake the rest of the workU 
the wonders which God wrought for his own people 
were done openly^ In the wars with Israel, the heathens^ 
frequently heard the prophets, and were eye-witnesses 
of many miracles; but Uiey hardened their hearts against 
conviction : notwithstanding this, (we have reason ta 
think) tliey were not brought to utter destruction with- ' 
out particular warnings, of which we read many in* 
stances. 

It appears from Jonah's anger, that he was more soli-- 
citous for his own reputation, than for the honour of the 
Lord. This part of his conduct deserves censure. His 
history teaches us to reflect on the omnipresence of God^ 
and to say with the Royal Psalmist, Whither shall tveg(y 
J(rom Thy Spirit f or ivhither shall H^efieefrmn thy pre* 
sencef If toe ascend up intojieaven, Thou art there ; if 
ijoe go dovon to the place of the dead. Thou art there also. 
If voetake the trnigs of the morning, and remain in the 
uttermost parts of the sea, even there also shall Thy hand' 
lead us, and Thy right hand shall hold us * I 

SECTION LXXXVir. 

IH£ REIGN OF MENAHEM, PEKAIH, AND PEKAH,- 

KINGS OF ISRAEL.. 

From 2 Kings, Chap. xv. 

Then Menahem smote Tipsali, and all that wercs 
therein, and the coasts thereof to Tirzah; because they 
evened not unto him. 

In the nine and thirtieth year of Az?iriah krng'of 
Judah, began Menahem the Json of Gadi to reign over 
Israel, 

* Psalm cxxxix.,7. 

s 5 . Andt 
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And he did thitt wfiich was €ri! in the m^ ef the 
Lord : he departed net all his days from the sins of 
Jeroboam the i^n of Nd»at, who made Isnid to ski. 

And Pal the king of Assyria came i^gaiBsrt the land: 
End Menahem gave Pul a thousuid taients of silver, that 
his hand might be with Mm, to eoB^m the kingdom m 
his hand. 

And Menahem exacted Ac money of Israel, even of 
all the mighty men of wealth, of each man fifty shekels 
of silver, to give to the king of As83rria« So the king 
of Assjria tamed hack, a»d stayed net diere m the 
hnd. 

And Menahem reigned ten years in Samaria, and be 
slept with his fathers : and Pekaiah his son reigned ia 
his stead. 

In the "fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekmah 
the son of Menahem began to reign over Israel in Sama- 
ria; andTeigned two years; 

And did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord : he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

But Pekah the sen of Remaliab, a captain of his, con- 
spired against him, fmd smote him in Samaria, in the 
palace of the king's house, with Argob, and Arieh, and 
with him fifty men of the Gileadites : and he killed him, 
and reigned in his room. 

In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, 
Pekah the son of Remaliah began to reigH over Israel 
in Samaria, and reigned twenty years* 

And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Loan : he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

In the days of Pekah king of Israel caai^^ Tiglath* 
pilcser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and Abel-beth- 
maachah^ and Janoah, and Kadesh, and Hazor, and 

X ^ilead. 



tji^eady and Galilee, all the Itad of Ni^taii^andcsrriinf 
them captive to Assyria. 

And Hoshea the scm of Elah made a cons^racy 
4^ainst Pekab ^e son of Ranalkh, aod soHJte hkn, ancl 
slew liim, and r^ned in his slead. 

In the twentieth year of Jotham the sen of Uzaii^ 
king of Jiftdnh, wken Piekah had reigned twenty years* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

Me»ahem was a monster of l}aif)arity ; his ambition 
would endure no opposrticm, as his miserable subjects 
experienced to their sorrow 1 

TiBZAH, which is frequently mentioned in Scripture, 
was for a long time the regal city of the kingdom of 
Israe!. Jeroboam, who was the first iing of Israel afler 
the diWswm of the trihcs (tliough he dwelt for some time 
2tt Sheehem), resided there in bis latter days at least, as 
4iA ail fhe other kmgs of Israel, antil Omri, having 
teigftedahc years id T^eah, tnrilt Samaria,, and removed 
the r9yal aeat lliither, where h continued tiB a final 
period was ptit to the khigAom. llpsah, where Menahem 
exercised so much cruelty, is auppoied to have beea ii 
town ttefif to T!rza}i« 

Tihtm is no occasion to comment oh tTie telgn of 
Pelratali ; fet what has been reniarked of former kiogs^ 
whose characters and fate r^esembled his^ may be applied 
to him* 

Pekah^s reign is rendered remarkable by the captrrlty 
c^the tribe of Naphtali, and a considerable pact of the 
jkingdom of Israel. ' 

As we ^all m Ihe^tts^mig ^itory freqtteittfy read ef 
%ke AtotfnoM, it will be proper, before we proceed, t^ 
^ma sbiFft aooouat of the osigin of the second Assyrian 
jBQonarchj, fn, ike hmf mestiofied in thia Section^ 

a6 appeacfr 
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appearB(accordiDg to scripture) to have been the founder 
of it; and we have reason to think^ that he was raised 
up to great power, in the same manner as Hazael king 
of Syria had been, that he might be instrumental to the 
punishment of the Israelites, for their abominable idolatry 
.and profaneness. For we do not read in sacred history 
of any king of Assyria till this period ; and it had been 
foretold, by the prophet Amos in particular, above 
twenty years before, that God tvould raise up a nation 
that should humble the house of Israel^ at that time elated 
with their success against Damascus and Uamath : but 
what nation he names not ; from which we may imply, 
that it did not then subsist, because we find that suc- 
ceeding prophets frequently mention the Assyrians. 
PuL if supposed to have reigned at Nineveh, and to 
have been either that king to whom Jonah preached, 
or most likely, hb son. What particular conquests he 
gained we are not told; bu^ there is reason to think, 
that he either vanquished or received voluntary homage 
from Syria and other nations, as well as from Israel. 
Perhaps Pul was rendered eminent, and permitted to 
molest Israel, as a reward for his repentance and that 
of the Ninevites. 

The new monarchy of the Assyrians gained ground 
under the government of Tiglatu-filjes^r, who is 
supposed to have been the son and successor of Pul. 

SECTION LXXXVIII. 

PART OF THE FROFHECY OF HOSEA. 

From Chap* vii, S^c* 

When I would have healed Israel, then the iniquity 
of Ephraim was discovered, and the wickedness of Sa* 
viaria : for they commit falsehood: and the thief cometb' 
uii and the troop of robbers spoileth without. 

And 
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And they consider not in their hearts^ that I remem* 
ber all their wickedness : now their own doings ha?^ 
beset them about ; they are before my face. 

They make the king glad with their wickedness, and 
the princes with their lies. 

Ephraim also is Itk;^ a silly dove without heart : they 
call to Egypt, they go to Ass3a'ia. 

When they shall go, I will spread my net upon them ; 

I will bring thorn down as the fowls of the heaven : I 
will chastise them as their congregation hath heard. 

Woe unto them ! far they have fled from me ; de»- 
sruction unto them ! because they have transgressed . 
against me : though I have redeemed them, yet they 
have spoken lies against me. 

And they have not cried unto me with their heart 
when they howled upon their beds : they assemble them* 
selves for corn and wine, and they rebel against me. 
Though I have bound and strengthened their arms, yet 
do they ihiagine mischief against me. 

They return, but not to the Most H%h : they are like 
^ deceitful bow : their princes shall fall by the sword 
for the rage of their tongue. This shall be their deri- 
sion in the land of Egypt. 

Thy calf, O Samaria, hath cast thee off; mine anger 
is kindled gainst them : how long will it be 6re they 
attain to innocency ^ 

For from Israel was it also ; the workmen made it : 
therefore it is not Gos : but tlfe calf of Samaria shall 
be broken in pieces. 

For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the 
whirlwind ; it hath not stalk ; the bud shall yield no 
Ipatal : if so be it 3rield, the strangers shall swallow it up. 
. Israel is swallowed up : now shall they be among the 
Gentiles as a vessel wherein is no pleasure. 

For 
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For they are gone up to Assyria, a wild ass alone by 
limself : Ephraim hath hired lovers. 

Yea^ though they have hired anMing the nations, now 
wUl I gather them» ami they shall sorrow a little for the 
burden of the king of princes. 

Because Ephraim hath made many altars to sin^ al- 
tars shall be upon hun to sin. 

I have written to him the great tilings of my law, but 
they were counted as a strange thing. 

They sacrifice flesh for the sacrifices of mine ofi*eri2ig8, 
and eat it; but the Lo k d acoeptetf^ them not : now wiQ 
he renember thear iniquity, and visit their sins ; they 
«hall return to E^ypt. 

For Israel hath forgotten his Maker, and buildeth 
temples; airid Judah katJi 'multiplied £L^D<:e£l cities: but 
I will send a fire upon his cities, afitd it sriail devour 
the palaces thereof. 

1 hey shall not dwell in the Lord's land ; but Eflk" 
raim shall return to Egyptj and they aball eat «i»deaft 
things in Assyria. 

My God will cast them away, because they ^d ait 
feearkea unto him : and they shaU bo wajBderccs amoi^ 
the nation. 

For D«w they 4sha}l say. We hav« no king, became we 
learedaot the Lord; what theashouidai&iagclotoiii? 

Israel, return unto the Lord thy Goo; for Iboa 
lust fallen by thy iniquity. 

Take with you words, and turn to the Loud; aay «Bio 
iiim, Take away all iniquity, and receive us giacimttly : 
ao win we render the caives of our Hps. 

Ashur shall not sate us : we will not tide upoA hofftate 
neither wUl we say any more to the work of our 
Ye are our gods : for in thee the ^thedessliiidoth 

1 will heal their baoksiidiogy I will h&we 
im mine anger is turned away from them. 

I wiB 
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I will be m the dew unto Israel ; he shall grow as 
the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 

His branches shall spread, and his beauty shall be as 
the olive-tree, and his sonell as Lebanon. 

They that dwell under his shadow shall return ; they 
shall revive as thcf com^ and grow as the vine : the 
scent thei*eof shall be as tlie wine of Lebanon. 

Ephraim shall say. What have I to do any more ivith 
idols ? . I have heard him, and observed him : I am like 
a green fir-tree : from me is thy fruit found. 

Who is wise, and he shall understand tliese things ? 
J)rudent, and he shall know them ? for the ways of the 
Lord are right, and the just shall walk in them : hut 
the transgressors shall fall therein. 

ANNOTATIONS and IlEFLEGTIONS- 

By these extracts from Hosea, who prophesied in the 
reigns of the kings^ whose history has just been related, 
we may perceive why the Loud resolved to bring judg- 
ments on the land of Israel. 

From the beginning of this Section we find, that they 
were warned not to go doww to Egypt and Assyria for 
-help : and that the great offence of the Israelites was 
wershippii^g idols, the golden calf in particular. The pu- 
nishment threatened for these crimes appears perfectly 
Just and proper for those who had forsaken their Maker. 

In the latter part of this Section, the prophet calls on 
the people to repent and return to the Lord, and fur- 
nishes them with a prayer, very suitable to their neces- 
sities; he then, in the name of their all-merciful God, 
promises Blessings to those who should be truly peni- 
tent; and under the emblem of a green flourishing fig- 
tree, foretells the reformation of Israel from idolatry, 
«nd their consequent prosperity. . ' 
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The propTiet concludes by saying, that whosoever is 
wise and prudent, that is, all those who are truly reli'* 
gious, and desirous of knowing the ways of the Lord, 
shall understand these things. Such persons (as the 
Psalmist says) 10111 observe these things *. They will me- 
ditate on the mercies and judgments of God,^ that they 
may learn how to obtain the one^ and ta escape the 
other. 

SECTION LXXXIX. 

THE REIGN OF JOTHAM KING OF JUDAH'. 

From 2 KingSy Chap. xv. — 2 Chrpn, Chap, xxvii. 

In the second year of Pekah, the son of Remalialr 
king of Israel, began Jotham the son of Uzziah king of 
Judah to reign. 

And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
Loud: he did according to all that his father Uzziah 
had done, however he entered not into the temple of 
the Lord, and the people yet did corruptly. 

Howbeit, the high places were not removed : the peo- 
ple sacrificed and burned incense still on the high places. 
He built the higher gate of the house of the Lord, and 
the wall of Ophel. 

Moreover, he built cities in the mountains of Judah 
and in the forests he built castles and towers. 

He fought also with the king of Ammonites, and* 
prevailed against them. And the children of Ammon 
gave him the same year an hundred talents of silver, and 
ten thousand measures of wheat, and ten thousand of 
barley. So much did the children of Ammon pay unto 
him, both the second and third: So Jotham became 
mighty, because he prepared his ways before the Lord 
his God. 

• Psalm cwi. 4S. 

(In 
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, , (In those days the Lord began to send against Judah 
Bezin the king of Syria, and Pekahtheson of Remaliah^) 
, . Now the rest of the acts of Jotham^ and all his wars, 
and his ways, lo, they are written in the book of the 
kings ofslsrael and Judah. 

He was five and twepty years old when he began' to 
reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. 

And Jotham slept with his fathers, and they buried 
hirn in the city of Davidt And Ahaz his son reigned 
in hia stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and llEFLECTIONS. 

. By Jotham's doing right in the sight of the Lokd we 
can only understand, that he kept from idolatry, and 
worshipped the Loud ; for he did not do much towards 
the reformation of his kingdom, his chief attention was 
given to the fortifying it, and subduing his enemies ; 
bowever in these things he proceeded agreeably to the 
will of the Lord ; therefore he is ranked among the 
good kings of Judah. 

SECTION XC. 

THE BEGINNING OF TIJE REIGN OF AHAZ KING OS 

JUDAH. 

From Isaiahf Chap, vii. 

In the seventeenth yearof Pekah the son of Remaliah, 

Ahaz the son of Jotham king of Judah began to reign. 

And it was told the house of David saying, Syria i 

confederate with Ephraim. And his heart was moved, 

and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood 

are moved with the wind. 

Then said the Lord unto Isaiah, Go forth now to 

meet Ahaz, thou and Shear-jashub thy son, at the end 

of the conduit of the upper pool in the high-way of the 

fullerVfield ; 

And 



And Bsy at)to1iim» tdce heed, and be quiet ; fear t)ot, 
tieittier be faint-hearted f49r the two tails of the 6Rioak« 
ing fire-brands, fbr the fierce anger of Resin with Sy- 
ria, and <xf the son «f Remaliah : 

Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, 
iMive taken evil counsel agaiiYst.thee, saying. Let us go 
«ip agaif)«t Judah and vex it, and Jet us make a breach 
therein for us, and set a king in tlie midst of it, even 
Ae son of Tabeal : 

Thus saith the Loan God, It shallnot stand, neither 
«hali it come to pass* 

For the bead of Syria is Damascus, and the head of 
Dhraasctis is Rezin : and within threescore and five 
years shall Ephraim be broken, tfiat it be not a people. 

And the head of Ephmm is Samaria, and the head 
of Samaria is Remaiiah's son. If ye will not beliere, 

iorely ye sh^iU not be established. 

Moreover, the Loiit) spake again unto Altaz, aayiagt 
Aitfk thee a sign of the Loud thy Ood, ask it either is 
the depth or in the height above* 

But Ahaz said, I will not ask« neither will I tempt 
the LoRo« 

And he said. Hear ye now, O house of David; Is it 
fk small thing fbr you to weary men, but will ye weary 
my God also ? « 

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign: 
Behold, a virgin sliall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Emmanuel. 

Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to 
Tefuse the evil, and choose the good : for before the 
child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good ; 
the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both 
her kings. 

The LoiiD shall bring upon thee and upon thy peo* 
pie and upon thy father's house, days that have not 

comCy 
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totiit, from, the day that Epbraim departed &am Jut 
dah, even the Aing of Assyria. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord 
ihall hiss for the fly tliat is iu the uttermost part of th« ' 
rivers of Eg^'pt, and for the bcc that is in the land o^ 
Assyria. 

And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the 
desolate valleys^ and in the holes of the rocks, and upon 
aU Ufoms, and upoi^ all bushes. 

In the same day shall tlte Lord shav-e with a raxor, 
that is hired, namelyi by theoa beyond the ri^er^ by Ch^ 
king of As^ria, the head, and the hair of the feei : and 
it shall also consume the beard* 

The LoiU) spake to me also i^aia, aiding. 

Forasmuch as this people refuseth the waters of Shn 
loh that go softly, and rejoice in Rezioy and Semaliah'a 
•on; Now therefore, behold, the Load briogeth up 
upon them the waters of the river, stroag mkI many* 
even the king of Assyria, and all his glory: and he shaU 
come up over all his channds^ and go over all his banks ; 

And he shall pass tIu*oi]^h Judah ; he shall overflow 
and go over, he shall reach even to the neck ; and the 
stretching out of liis wings shall fill the breadth of thj 
land, O Emmanuel. 

Associate yourselves, O ye people, and ye eiM be 
broken in pieces : and give ear, all ye of far countries ; 
gird yourselves, and ye shall be broken in pieces. 

Take counsel together, and it shall come to nought 2 
speak the word, and it shall not stand; for God & witb 
us. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

No king ever had greater incitements to obedience 
ihan Ahaz had, or more opportunities of doing good ; 
for at the time of his accession to the throne, his king, 
dom was in a very flourishing state^ and the true religion 

esta« 
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tstablished. We have reason to think that he had had 
a good education, as well as a good example from his 
father; besides these advantages, Ahaz was particularly 
encouraged to fear and serve the Lord, by the graciooi 
message sent to him at the beginning of his reign by 
the prophet Isaial), when he dreaded the united forces 
of Israel and Syria. 

After the prophet Isaiah had assured Ahaz that tb« 
enemies he dreaded should not prevail against him, in 
order to convince this king that the final end of the Jew- 
ish state Vas not ao near as he apprehended; and at thf 
same time to give a remarkable prophecy to the woiid; 
the Lord (by the mouth of his prophet, as we may sup- 
pose) desired Ahaz to ask for a sign, though ever so dif- 
ficult, and it should be granted. But Ahaz, whether 
out of respect, or despondency and unbelief, refusing 
to ask for a sign, the prophet assured him from the 
Lord, that before the end of the Jewish state, Em- 
manuel, (or God with its), the promised Saviour \ 
should be born, in a miraculous manner, and the king- 
dom of Ephraim and Assyria destroyed. 

The prophet also foretold the future desolation of the 
landoflsmel and Judahby thekingsof Egypt and Assyria. 

The king of Assyria is here stiled the hiredrazor. This 
isa83rmbolicalexpression,signifying that the Lord would 
employ this monarch as his instrument to punish the 
Jews, and allow him to take the spoil of the country as 
wages for his service. The head^feet, and beard, implied 
the different ranks of people from the highest to the 
lowest that composed the nation . These Go o threatened 
to cut off by the hand of the king of Assyria. And the 
kings of Judah and Israel were warned that their form- 
ing confederacies and alliances with other nations would 
not be of advantage to them, but the contrary, 

♦ ]Matt. i. W. 
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SECTION XCI. 

THE WICKEDNESS OF AHAZ. NUMBERS OF THE PEO- 
PLE OF JUDAH SLAIN AND CARRIED INTO CAP- 
TITITY. 

From 2 Chron, Chap, xxviii. 

Ahaz was twenty years old- when he began to reign. 

But he did not that which was right in the eyes of 
the Lord. 

For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, and 
made also molten images for Baalim. 

Moreover, he burned incense in the valley of the son 
of Hinnon, and burned his children in the fire, after 
the abominatibns of the heathen, whom the Lord had 
cast out before the children of Israel. 

He sacrificed also and burned incense in the high 
places, and on the hills, and under every green tree.. 

Wherefore the Lord his God delivered him into .the 
hand of the king of Syria : and they smote him, and 
carried away a great multitude of them captives, and 
brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered 
into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote }iim with 
a great slaughter. 

For Pekahthe son of Remaliah slew in Judah an hun- 
dred and twenty thousand in one day, which were all 
valiant men; because they had forsaken the Lord God 
of their fathers. 

And Zichri a mighty man of Ephraim, slew Maaseiah 
the king's son, and Azricam the governor of the house, 
and Elkanah that was next to the king. 

And the children of Israel carried away captive of 
^heir brethren two hundred thousand women, sons and 
daughters, and took also away much spoil from them, 
and brought the spoil to Samaria. 

But a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name 

was 
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was Oded; and he went out before the host that came 
to Samaria, and said unto them. Behold, because the 
Lord God of your fathers was wroth with Jadah, he 
hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have skua 
• them in a rage, that reacheth up unto heaven. 

And now ye purpose to keep under the children of 
Judah and Jerusalem for bondmen and bond-womea 
imlo you : but are there not with you, even with you 
sins, against the Lord your God ? 

Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives 
again, which ye have taken captive of your brethren: 
for the frcrce wrath of the Lord is upon you. 

Then certain of the heads of the children of Ephraim, 
Aeariah the son of Johanan, Berechiali the ton of Me* 
shillemoth, and Jehizkiah theaon of Shalluro, and Amasa 
the son of Hadlai, stood up against them that came 
frooi the war t 

A»d said unU^ them. Ye shall not bring in the cap- 
tives hith^ : for whereat we have offended against the 
Loan already, ye intend to add more to omr sint and to 
our trespass ; for our trespass b great, and there isfierce 
wrath against Israel* 

So the armed men left the captives and the spoil be* 
fore the princes and all the congregation. 

^nd the men which were expressed by name rose 
Qp, and took the captives, aiid with the spoil dothed 
all that were naked among them, and arrayed them, 
and shod them, and gave them to cat and to drink, 
and anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them 
upon asses, and brought them to Jericho the city of palm- 
trees, to tlieir brethren : then they returned tp Samaria. 

At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered ElatU to 
Syria, and drave the Jews from Ehith ; and the Syrians 
came to Elath, and dylrelt there unto this day. 

ANNOTA. 
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ANNOTATIONS aw REFLECTIONS. 

It 18 needless to comment on the wickedness of Ahar, 
as the enormity of his guilt is so apparent; but we maj 
ebserve, that it was greatly aggravated by his inatten-- 
tion to the goodness of the Lord who sent his prophet 
to him. Pekahy king of Israel, was very inveterate 
Ugainst Judah ; and there is no knowing to what ex- 
tremities he would have proceeded, if he had not been 
restrained by a prophet. 

It is shocking to raad of wars between those who 
were so nearly related, and who sprang from the same 
stock. From the prophet's reproof to the Israelites of 
Samaria, we may learn^ titat when unhappy animosities 
prevail among those who lire properly one people^ all 
cruelty and oppression should be avoided by the victors. 
They should call to mind, that the conquered are bre- 
thren, and on no account keep them in captivity, or de- 
light in destroying their country. The method which 
the Heads of Ephraim took, in administering to the ne- 
cessities of the unfortunate prisoners, was truly noble, 
and worthy of imitation* 

SECTION XCIL 

IMPIETY Of AUAZ — HIS DXAfM. 

Ftom 2 Chron. Chap, xxviii.— 2 Kings, Chap. xvi. 

At that time did king Aksa send unto the kings of 
Assyria to help him. 

For again the Edomitet had edme ^d smitten Judah, 
and (tarried away captives. 

The Philistines also had invaded tlie cities of the low 
country, and of the south of Judah, and had taken Beth- 
nh^mesh and Ajalon, and Gedefoth, and Shocho, with 
the villages thereof, Timnali with the vilk^es thereof 

Gimze 
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Gimzo aliOy and the villages thereof: and they dwelt 
there. 

For the Lord brought Judah low, because of Abas 
king of Israel : for he made Judah naked, and trans- 
gressed sore against the Lord. 

So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of 
Assyria, saying, I am thy senrant and thy son : come up 
and save me out of the hand of the king of Syria, and 
out of the hand of the king of Israel, which rise up 
against me. 

And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in 
the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the 
king's hou8e> and sent it for a present to the king of 
Assyria. 

And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: for 
the king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and 
took it, and carried the people of it captive to Elir, and 
slew Rezin. 

And Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, came unto him, 
and distressed him, but strengthened him not. 

For Ahaz took away a portion out of the house of 
the Lord, and out of the house of the king, and of the 
princes, and gave it unto the king of Assyria: but he 
helped him not. 

And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath- 
pileser king of Assyria, and saw an altar that was at Da* 
mascus : and king Ahaz sent to yrijah the priest the 
fashion of the altar, and the pattern of it, according ta 
all the workmanship thereof. 

And Urijah the priest built an altar according to all 
that king Ahaz had sent from Damascus : so Urijah th« 
priest made it against king Ahaz came from Damascus. 

And when the king was come from Damascus, the 
king saw the altar : and the king approached to the 
altar, and offered thereon. 

And 
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And he burned bis burnt-oflTering and hU meat-offer- 
iflg, and poured his drink-offering, and sprinkled the 
blood of his peace-offerings upon the altar. 

And he brought also the brazen altar which was be- ' 
fore the Loiiiii from the fore- front of the house, from 
between the altar and the house of the Leap, and put 
it on the north side of the altar. 

And king Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, say- 
ing. Upon the gr^at altar burn the morning burnt- 
ofiering^ and the evening meat-offering ; and the king's 
burnt sacrifice, and his meat-offering; with the burnt- 
offering, of ail the people of the land, and their meat- 
offering, and their drink-offerings ; and sprinkle upon 
It all the blood of the burnt-offering, and all the blood 
of tlie sacrifice : and the brazen altar shall be for me* 
to enquire by. 

Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all that 
king Aliaz commanded. 

And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the bases, and 
removed the laver from off fhem ; and took down the 
sea from off the brazen oxen that were under it^ and 
put it upon a pavement of stones. 

And the covert for the sabbath that they had built in 
the house, and the king's entry without, turned he from 
the house of the LoiRD, for the khig of Assyria. 

And in the time of his distress did he trespass yet 
jnore against the Loan : /this is that king Ahaz. 

For he sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus whick 
«mote him: and lie said, Because the gods of the kingg 
of Syria help th^m, therefore will I sacrifice to them, 
that they may help me. But they were the ruin of hint 
and of all Israel. 

And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the hoiise 
df God, and cut in pieces the vessels of the house of 

VOL. uu T Goi>^ 
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God, and shut up the d^ors of the house of the LonOi 
and he made him altars in eveiy corner of Jerusalem. 

And in every several city of Judak he made high 
t>lace8 to hum incense unto other gods, and provoked 
to anger the Lord God of his 'fathers. 

And Ahaz reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem, and 
he slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 
dty, even in Jerusalem: but they brought him not 
into the sepulchres of the kings of Israel. And Heze- 
kiah his son reigned in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is evident that Ahaz either forgot, or paid no re- 
gard to, the threatenings of the prophet, that the king 
•f Assyria should be a hired razor to cut off the house 
of Israel and Judah. For when he found himself op- 
pressed by enemies on every side, instead of applying to 
the Lord for relief, he put himself under subjection to 
this very monarch, and endeavoured to hire hia friend- 
ship with those treasures^ ^hich were appropriated to 
the Lord. His impious views were however defeated ; 
fpr Tiglath-Pileser, instead of assisting Ahaz, came up 
nnd distressed him^ hut strengthened him not. It is sup* 
posed that he turned his whole force agauist Syria^ 
and that, after killing Rezin the king of Damascus, he 
seized on that place, which was the capital city, and 
put an end to the kingdom of Syria. 

What shocking impieties did Ahaz commit ! That of 
removing the altar was a presumptuous breach of the 
Divine law ; and his paying adoration to the gods of 
Syria, was an open act of rebellion against the Kino 

OJ KIKGS. 

Ahaz had a very unquiet reign. What death he 
died is not mentioned; but it is evident that his memory 

wfi 
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WM abhorred by bis subjects, for be was not allow^l 
an honourable burial in the sepulchres of the kings of 
Israel ; but was interred like a private persdu^gr^l; r^ 



SECTION XCIII. 






THB BEGINNING OF THE REIGN 07 HEZl^KIAH 

KING OF JUDAII. 

From 2 Chronicles^ Chap, xxix* 

Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son 
of £lah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz 
king of Judab began to reign. 

Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty 
years old. 

And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord, according to all that David his father had done. 

He removed the high places, and brake the images, 
and cut down the groves, ajid brake in pieces the bra* 
sen serpent that Moses had made ; for unto those days 
the children of Ilsrael did burn incense to it ; and he 
called it Nehushtan. 

He, in the first year of his reign, in the first month 
opened the doors of the house of the Loud, and re- 
paired them. ' 

And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and 
gathered them together into the east street^ and said 
unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now your- 
selves, and sanctify the house of the Lokd God of 
your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the 
holy place ; 

For our fathers have trespassed, and done that which 
was evil in the eyes of the Lord our God, and have 
forsaken him, and have turned away their faces from 
tiie habitation of the Lord, and turned their backs: 

T 2 Also 
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Also they have shut up the doors of the porch^ and 
put out the lamps, and have not burned incense, nor 
offered burnt-offerings in the holy place, unto the God 
of Israel. 

Wherefore the wrath of the Lord was upon Judah 
and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to trouble, to 
astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your eyes* 

For lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and oar 
sons, and our daughters, and our wives, are in captivity 
for this. 

Now it is mine heart to make a covenant with the 
Lord God of Israel, that his fierce wrath may turn 
away from us. 

, My sons, be not now negligent: for the Lord hath 
chosen you to stand before him, to serve him, and that 
ye should minister unto him, and burn incense. 

Then the Levites arose, and gathered their brethren, 
and sanctified themselves, and cleansed the house of 
the Lord. 

Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, 
We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, and the 
altar of burnt-offering with all the vessels thereof, and 
the shew-broad table, with all the vessels thereofl 

Moreover, all the vessels which king Ahaz in his 
reign did cast away in his transgression, have we pre- 
pared and sanctified, and behold, they are before the 
altar of the Lord. 

Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered 
the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the 
Loud. 

And they offered sacrifices and burnt-offerings for all 
Israel, by the king's commandment. 

And he set the Levites in the house of the Lord 
with cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, accord- 
ing to the commandment of David, and of Gad the 

king's 
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king*s seer, and Nathan the prophet; for so was the 
commandment of the Loud by his prophets. 

And the Levites stood with the instruments of David, 
and the priests with the trumpets. 

And Hezekiah commanded to offer the bumt-offering 
upon the altar. And when the burnt-offering, began, 
the song of the Lord began also with the trumpets, and 
with the instruments ordained by David king of Israel. 

And all the congregation worshipped, and the singers 
sang, and the trumpeters sounded: and all this continu- 
ed until the burnt-offering was finished. So the service 
of the house was set in order. 

And when they had made an end of offering, the king . 
and all that were present with him bowed themselves 
and worshipped. 

And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that God 
had prepared the people: for the thing was done sud« 
denly. 

So there was great joy in Jerusalem ; for since the 
time of Solomon the son of David king of Israel there 
was not the like in Jerusalem. 

Then the priests tlie Levites arose, and blessed the 
people : and their voice was heard^ and their prayer 
came up to his holy dwelling-place, even unto heaven. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The good Hezekiah had been an associate with his 
father in the last year of his reign, and, without doubt^ 
had beheld with great concern the neglect of Gen's 
worship, but he could not begin the reformation of the 
kingdom during the life of Ahaz. 

Heaekiah was very sensible that the miseries which 
had fallen on thetand of Judah were a just punishment 

T 3 fer 
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for their wickedness, an(^ the consequence of thei# 
breach of the Covenant, which the Lord had on his 
part so punctually performed : and he was very solicit- 
ous to renew the covenant, knowing that the Lord 
bad promised he would turn to his peoplf^ whenever 
they should seek him with a perfect heart, and forsake 
the sins which had rendered them abominable in his 
fight. The speech which the good king made to the 
priests and Levites needs no explanation, and it had 
the intepded effect. 

We find that the people of Israel had even made the 
brazen serpent, which Moses set up in the wilderness, 
an object of adoration ; Hezekiah therefore thought it 
necessary to destroy it. 

The good king * next resolved tQ keep the passover, 
and, willing to extend his benevolence to the whole 
race of Jacob, he sent to all the tribes, to give them 
notice of his intention ; and though the land of Israel 
was in general immersed in idolatry, there were still 
iome who gladly obeyed the summons, and assisted at 
the solemnity. 

That the feast of unleavened bread might be enjoyed 
J^y the poor as well as by the rich, Hezekiah himse)f 
made ample provision for it by his liberality, and every 
heart rejoiced in the hopes of God^s returning favour; 
their repentance found a gracious recep^on at the 
throne of mercy, and ike blessing of the LoUd xoa$ 
ugain re stared to his people. 

These religious exercises had a proper effect on the 
minds of the Israelites, and they proceeded to destroy 
all the monuments of idolatry that remained. Heze« 
kiah took care to renew the service of the Temple ac- 
cording to the original institution of it, and to provide 

for 
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A|r the maintenance of the priests and Levites. Jodah 
was once more in an honourable and prosjperous con- 
dition^ and had every encouragement to be faithful to 
the Lord. 



SECTION XCIV. 
paut of the puophecy of isaiau. 

addressed to the kingdom of israel. 

From Chap.xxx» 

Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, l9iat 
take counsel, but not of me ; and that cover with a 
covering but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to 
sin. 

That walk to go down into l^gypt, and have not asked 
at my mouth ; to strengthen themselves in the strength 
of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt ! 

Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be yourshame^ 
and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion. 

For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors 
came to Uanes. 

They were all ashamed of a people that could not 
profit tliem, nor be an help nor profit, but a shame, and 
also a reproach. 

Now the Eg3rptians are men, and not God ; and their 
horses flesh, and not spirit. When the Lord shall 
stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall» 
and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall 
fall together. 

For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no pur- 
pose: therefore have I cried concerning this, their 
strength is to sit still. 

Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it 
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in a look, that it fnaj l^e for the time to come for ever 
and ever. 

That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children 
that will not hear tlie law of the Lord ; 

Which say to the seers. See not ; and to the prophets, 
Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth 
things, prophesy deceits : ^ 

Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, 
cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us. 

Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, 
Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppression 
and perverseness, and stay thereon : 

Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach 
ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breakiog 
Cometh suddenly at an instant. 

And he shall break it as the breaking of the potter't^ 
vessel, that is broken in pieces ; he shall not spare, so 
that there shall not be found in the bursting of it a sherd 
to take 6re from the hearth, or to take water withal out 
of the pit. 

For thus saith tlie Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, 
in returning and rest shall ye be saved, in quietness 
and in confidence shall be your strength : and ye would 
not. 

But ye said, No ; for we will flee upon hors^ : there- 
fore shall ye flee : and we will ride upon the swifl ; 
therefore shall they that pursue you be swift. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It was certainly foreknown to the Lord, that the 
Israelites would endeavour to form an alliance against 
the Assyrians, with the king of Egypt, and he graciously 
warned them not to take a measure so improper for 
those to pursue, who, as the descendants of Abraham, 

Isaacs 
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Isaac, an J Jacob, might .eith confidence seek Divfoe 
aid, if they would repent and return unto the LoRir 
their God. The consequences diat would follow their 
acting otherwise are here strongiy pointed out; and the- 
offences for which the Lord resolved to desert them^ 
and leave them as a prey to their eaemies^ are parU- 
pularly enumerated^ 

SECTION XCV. 

THE CONCLUSION OF. THE RFIGN OF HOSEA KtNtt 

OF ISRAEL^ 

JVom 2 Kings,. Chap, xviL 

And Hoshea still reigned over Israel: against hfttJ 
came up Shaimanezar king of Assyria, and Hoshea be- 
came his servant, and gave him presents. 

And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: . 
for he had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and 
brought no present' to the king of Assyria, as he had 
done year by year ; therefore Uie king, of Assyria shut 
fiim up, and bound him in prison- 
Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the 
land^ and went up to Samuria, and besieged it three 

years. 

In the nintii year ofHoshea the king of Assyria took. 
Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and 
placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of 
Gozan, and in the city of the Medes;, 

Because they obeyed not the voice of the Lord their 
God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that Mosea^ 
the servant of the Loud commanded^ and would not 
liear them, nor do them. 

For they served idols, whereof the Lord had said 
wita theqa, Ye shall not do this thing. 

.xS Yet 
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Tet die Lord testified ag^nst Israel, and against ^ 
Judah, by all the prophets^ and by all the seers, saying, 
Turp ye from your evil wayif, and keep my command- 
ments, and my statutes, according to all the law which 
I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to ^ou by 
vay servants the prophets. 

Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened 
their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did 
not believe in the Lord their God. 

Therefore the Loud was very angry with Israel, and 
removed them out of his sight; there was none lefl but 
tlie tribe of Judah only. 

So was Israel carried away out of their own land to 
jkssyria unto this day* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLFCTIONS. 

After the death of Tiglath-Pileser, Shahnanezar suc- 
ceeded to the throne of Assyria, who obliged Hoshea 
to become tributary to him. So, king of Egypt, was 
originally an Ethiopian, but he had lately invaded Egypt 
and taken the king of that country prisoner, whom he 
caused to be burnt fdive, and then seizing his kingdoniy 
reigned there in his stead. So soon became powerful^ 
and Hoshea, king of Israel, notwithstaQding the warn- 
ings of Isaiah, entered into a confederacy with him, 
hoping, by his assistance, to free himself from Assyriaa 
bondage; and in consequence of this, he withdrew his 
subjection from> Shaliiianezar, and would pay him no 
more tribute; and on this account it was, that the king 
c(f Assyria invaded Samaria. The people of Israel ha4^ 
so repeatedly rebelled ag%inst the Lord, and were be- 
come so inooTrigibly wicked, that God deserted theo^ 
and they were left a prey to the Assyrians as they had 
been threatened* 

Had 
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Had the Israelites repented like the Ninevites at the' 
preaching of the prophet, there is no doubt but that they 
also would have been saved from destruction. The Loiti> 
would have restrained the fierce wrath of the Assyrian 
Icing, who was,, though he knew it not, the rod of Divine 
tn^er^. But as neither kindness nor severity could re- 
form this rebellious nation, they were jiKtly exposed to- 
the consequences of their disobedience, and the Israeli- 
, tish kingdom was brought to an end, after it had stood 
divided from that of Judah two hundred and fifty-four 
years. A great number of the Israelites escaped with 
their lives; some into Egypt, but more into the kingdom 
«f Judah, where they weaned themselves by degrees 
from their idolatries,, and became subjects to Hezekiah^ 
.and his successors. It is needless to mention the 
various conjectures of different authors respecting the 
countries to which the captive Jews were transported,, 
as it is a point of no importance to as, and impossible 
to be exactly ascertained. 

SECTION XCVL 

^HX CONTINUATION OF THE RBIGN OF HEZ£KIAH 

KING OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Kings, CAop.xviii.— 2 Chron* Chap, xxxii* 

Ani> Hezekiah trusted in the Lord God of Israel; 
lo that after him; was none Hke him among all the kings 
of Judahy nor any that were before him. 

For he clave to the Lord, and departed not A*om 
following him^ but kept his commandments, which the- 
XiOrd commanded Moses. 

And the Lord was with him; and he prospered 

* Isaiah x« 
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whithersoever he went forth> and he rebelled against the 
Jung of Assyria, and served him not. 

He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and the 
borders thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to 
the fenced city. 

Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did 
Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the 
fenced cities of Judah, and took them. 

And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of 
Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have offended: return from 
me : that which thou puttest on me, I will bear. And 
the king of Assyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of 
Judah three hundred talents of silver^ and thirty talents 
of gold. 

And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found 
in the house of the Loed, and in the treasures of the 
king's house. 

At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the 
cToors of the temple of the Lord, and from the pillars 
which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave 
it to the king of Assyria. 

After these things and the establishment thereof, Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria came once more, and entered 
into Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities, and 
thought to win them for himself* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

•« It appears, that whilst the king of Assyria was em^' 
ployed against Samaria, Hezekiah took the opportunity 
of recovering what had been lost from his kingdom in 
his father's reign ; and had such success against the Phi- 
listines in particular, that he not only regained the cities 
of Judah, which they had seized during the time that 
Pekah king of Israel^ and Rezin king of Syria, distressed 
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the land, but he even dispossessed them of almost all 
their own country, except Gaza and Gath \** these suc- 
cesses encouraged Hezekiah to refuse the tribute which 
Ahaz, his father, had agreed to pay to the king of Assy- 
ria, who, it is thought, was diverted from his purpose 
of invading him at this time, by a war in which he was 
engaged with the king of Tyre/ and who died before the 
conclusion of it. Shalmanezar was succeeded by his 
son Sennacherib, who renewed the demand, and on 
Hezekiah*s refusal, came against him with a very power- 
ful army, and took from him a great number of fortified 
cities, in so short a time, as seemed to threaten the total 
ruin of his whole kingdom; Hezekiah was terrified by 
these losses, into a speedy submission, and sent an 
embassy acknowledging himself in fault, and* promising 
to submit to whatever terms the conqueror should im- 
pose. Sennacherib was by these means induced to 
withdraw his army for the present, and to give up the 
cities he had taken. The penalty he inflicted amounted 
to 350,0001. of our money. This Hezekiah could not 
pay without taking some of the treasures devoted to 
the Lord, and even stripping the temple of the orna- 
ments which his own piety had dedicated. We may 
suppose, that he took this measure inconsiderately, and 
not presumptuously like Ahaz ; but it certainly was a 
very wrong one for him, as king of Judah, to have re- 
course to, nor did it go unchastised. The respite He- 
zekiah had so dearly bought, lasted but a short time, 
for the treacherous Assyrian king, who was still vat 
Lachish, soon after sent his army again to besiege the 
cities of Judah. 

It was foretold in the reign of Ahaz, by the prophet 
Xsaiali, that the Assyrian king should be the instrument 
of inflicting God's judgments on the people of Israel, 
•f all ranks and denominations. We have already seen 
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|k)v truly this prediction was fulfilled* m respect to 
those of San^aria ; and we now find the divine threaten- 
ings operating against those of Jerusalem. That the 
people might regard the Assyrian monarch as the 
Bcourge of Divine vengeance, the prophet Isaiah wa» 
commissioned to proclaim him as such. 

SECTION XCVII. 

PART OF TUB PAOPHECY OF ISAIAH* 

From Chap, x, 

. O AssYJiiANy the rod of mine anger, and the stixS 
in tbeir hand is mine indignation. 

I will send him against an hypocritical nation^ and 
against the people of my wratli will I give him a clmrge^ 
to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread 
them down like tlie mire of the streets. 

Howbeity he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart 
$hink so; but it is in heart to destroy, and cut off 
nations not a few. For he saitb^ Are not my princes 
altogether kings ? Is not Calno as Carchemish ; is not 
Hamath as Arpad i is not Samaria as Damascus-? As> 
my hand hath found the kingdoms of the idols, and 
whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and 
of Samaria ; Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria 
and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and her idols ? 

Wlierefore it shall come to pass,, that when the LoKn 
hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and 
on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout hearty 
ef the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. 

For he saith. By the strength of my liand I have done 
it, and by my wisdom ; for I am prudent : and I have 
removed the bounds of tlie people, and haye robbed their 
treasures, and I have put down the inbabitaots like ^ 
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vsiknt man : And my hand bath found as a nefit th« 
riches of the people : and as one gathereth eggs that are 
left, have I gathered all the earth ; and there was none 
that moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped* 
Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth 
therewith ; or shall the saw magnify itself against hin| 
that shak^th it ? as if the rod should shake itself against 
them that lift it up, or as i£ the staff should lift up it- 
»elf, as if it were no wood. 

Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of hosts send 
among his fat ones leanness; and under his glory he 
^ shall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. 

And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy 
One for a flame : and it shall burn and devour his tlK)rn8 
and his briers in one day ; and shall consume the glory 
of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and body: 
and they shall be as when a standard bearer fainteth. 

And the rest of the treea of his forest shall be few^ 
that a child may write them* 

And it' shall come to pass in that day, that the rem* 
nant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of 
Jacob, shall no hiore again stay upon him that smote 
them : but shall stay upoft the- Lord, the Holy One of 
Israel, in truth* 

The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacobs 
unto the mighty God« * 

. For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the 
sea, yet a remnant of them shall return : the censump* 
tion decreed shall overflow with righteousness* 

For the Lord God of hosts shall make a consiimp- 
tioUf even determined in the midst of all the land. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord God of hosts, O my 
people, that dwellest ih Zion, be not afraid of the Assy* 
cian : he sliall smite thee with a rod, and shall lift up 
bis Staff against tUee, aftez; the manuiQi^ of EgypC 
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For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall 
cease, and mine anger, in their destruction. 

And the Loitn of hosts shall stir np a scourge for 
him, according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock 
of Oreb r and as his rod was upon the sea, so shall he 
lift it np after the manner of Eg3'pt. 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that hb bur- 
den shall be taken away from off thy shoulder, and his 
yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke shaH be destroy- 
ed because of the anointing. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This part of Isaiah's prophecy is supposed to have 
been written after the destruction of Samaria. It was 
calculated to encourage the king and people of Judak 
to put their trust ^nd confidence in the Loud : and to 
comfort those who had escaped from Samaria^ and taken 
refuge in the kingdom, of Judah, with hopes that they 
should be saved with the rest of God's faithful people, 
jErom the wrath of tlie proud king of Assysia* 

How vain are tyrants of their power,, and of theic 
conquests! and yet what is the mightiest of them but 
Ihe Rod of God* ^ anger, and the staff of his indignationh 

SECTION XCVIIL 

HFZEKIAIl's SICKNESS. 

From 2 KivgSy C/iap^xx.^ Isaiah, C/ifl/7. xxxviii. 

In those days, when Sennacherib king of Assyria: 
came and encamped against the fenced citfes of Judah^ 
and thought to win them for himselfj was Uezekiah* 
sick unto death. 

And the prophet Isafah the son of Amor came to 
him, and«aid unto him. Thus saith the LotiD, Set thy 
house in order L for thou shalt die^ and not live. 

Thea 
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TheA he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto 
the Lord, saying, 1 beseech thee, O Lokd> remember 
now how 1 have walked before thee in truth, and with a 
perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy 
sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 

And it came to pass afore Isaiah was gone out into 
tlie middle court, that the word of the Lord carae to 
him, saying. Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain 
of my people, Tiiussaith the Lord, the God of David 
tiiy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 
tears : behold, I will heal thee : on the third day thoa 
shalt go up unto the house of the Loud. 

And I will add unto thy days fifteen years : and I will 
deliver thee and this city, out of the hand of the king 
of Assyria : and I will defend this city for mine own 
sake, and for my servant Davii's sake. 

And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, what shall be the sign 
that the Lord will heal me, and tliat I shall go up into 
the house of the Lord the third day ? And Isaifli said, 
This sign shalt thou have of the Loi>.d, that the Lord 
will do the thing that he hath spoken ; shall the shadow 
go forward ten degrees, or go back ten degrees t 

And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the 
shadow to go down ten degrees : nay, but let the sha- 
dow return backward ten degrees. 

And Isaiah the prophet cried unK) the Lord : and 
he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which 
it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 

And Isaiah said. Take a lump of figs and lay them for 
a plaister ; and they took and laid it on the boil, and 
Hezekiah recovered. And this is the writing of He^e-* 
kiah king of Judah, when he had beeu sick, and was re- 
covered of his sickness. 

I said in the cutting oflP of my days, I shall go to the 
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^tes of tfie grave : I am deprived of the residue of my 
years. 

I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the Lorb, in 
the land of the living : I shall behold man no more with 
the inhabitants of the world. 

Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a 
ahepherd's tent : I have cut off like a weaver my life • 
Jie will cut mc off with pining sickness : from day even 
to night wilt thou make an end'of me.' 

I reckoned till morning, that as a lion so will he break 
all my bones : from day even to night wilt thou make 
an end of me. 

Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter : I did 
IDOurn as a dove ; name eyes fail with looking upward : 
O Lord, I am oppressed ; undertake for me. 

What shall I say ? he hath both spoken unto me, and 
^imself hath done it : I shall go softly all my years in 
ihe bitterness of my sou]. 

O IiORD, by these things men live, and in all these 
things is the lifi^ of my spirit ; so wilt thou recover me» 
|md make me to live. 

Behold, for peace I- had great bitterness : but thou 
bast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of cor* 
ruption : for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back* 

For the grave* cannot praise thee,' death cannot cele- 
brate thee : they that go down into the pit cannot hope 
for thy truth. 

The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do 
this day : the father tp the children shall make known 
thy truth. 

The Lord was ready to save me : therefore we will 
sing my songs to the fringed instruments all the days 
of our life in th^ housQ of the Lord. 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The disease with which Hezekiah was afflicted was^ 
as wemay reasonably suppose, designed as a farther chas- 
tisement for his stripping the 'J emple, and submitting to 
Sennacherib ; it was in its nature mortal, and above the 
power of human art to care ; the pr/)phet Isaiah was sent 
to apprize him of his danger,^ that be might settle hii 
worldly affairs, and prepare his mind for the awful 
chjmge which he was soon to experience. 

Besides the love of life, so natural to all men, Heze- 
kiah had many reasons to make him particularly desirous 
of it at that time. The Assyrian power threatened to 
overwhelm his kingdom, and he had as yet no son to 
succeed him, which was a circumstance of great afflic- 
tion, as he was the last of the royal family of David He 
saw ruin and desolation likely to fall on his country, and 
h^d reason to fear he was under the displeasure of Goo, 
as length of days was a part of the blessing which the 
LoED had promised to good kings; having these pros- 
pects before his eyes, he might well melt into tears at 
the thoughts of approaching death. 

Asking of Israel, Hezekiah might with propriety plead 
his adherence to the worship of the Lord, because the 
LoR D had promised his favour on that c6ndition. The 
sign which was granted to strengthen Hezekiah^s faith 
was of a very extraordinary nature ; it is needless to 
give a particular description of the miracle as it cannot 
be accounted for by natural means ; but however asto- 
nishing the relation of it may appear, it certainly was 
not too difficult for the Almighty to effect. 

We may understand, from Hezekiah 's own reflections, 
(which the prophet has transmitted to us) that his piety 
and humility were very great. His toritingi as it is 
called, aHords a very lively picture of what passed in his 
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mind. The king appears to have been at first struck 
H'ith horror and dismay at the thoughts that his life would 
be cut short, and that he should not live to see the deli- 
verance which he trusted the Lord would effect for Ju- 
dah. He dreaded the increase of pains and agonies, 
which were already more than nature could well sustain. 
He found no relief; but continued to lament his present 
misery, and approaching dissolution. He repeated his ear- 
nest supplication, that the Lord would grant h:m ease. 
He considered that it was the Divine will that he should 
be thus afflicted, and resolved to moderate the excess of 
his grief, and submit with patience. A ray of Divine 
consolation immediately darted into his mind. He now 
regarded this mortal sickness as the harbinger of life and 
immortality ; he considered the death of the body as the 
birth of the soul ; he felt a happy presentiment that he 
should not lie for ever in the grave. The Spirit of the 
Loud whispered to liH spirit, that Divine mercy had re- 
deemed him from that destruction which his repeated 
crimes deserved, and that the punishment of his sins was 
remitted. He called to mind the numberless promises 
which the Loud had made of everlasting blessings; and 
felt in his heart an ardent desire to praise the Lord for 
ever. He could not think that this desire, and the hope 
of immortality, inherent in the mind of man, would be 
extinguished by death ; nor could he believe, when he 
reflected on the capacity of the human soul, that its ex- 
istence was limited to this imperfect state : he therefore 
concluded, that it would survive the death of the body; 
and that he should in a future state celebrate the praises 
of the LoiiD. Hezekiah also appears to have had a pre- 
' a ge that he should have a son to succeed him^ 

Had the good king died at this time, there is no doubt 
|)Ut he would' have found his hopes respecting immor- 
tality 
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tality confirmed ; but to shew the efficacy of prayer to 
reurard him as a faithful king, and to do kindness to the 
people of Judah, his life was prolonged. 

From the prophet's advice to Hezekiah, to set his 
house in order^ all persons are admonished to settle their 
worldly concerns before their death, for the sake of 
their surviving friends. We may also from the pro- 
phet's example consider it as the duty of a friend to 
acquaint those who are in an irrecoverable state of their 
danger. How many through a mistaken tenderness are 
flattered, even to the last moments, into a belief that , 
they shall live and not die I amused with company; nay 
even tempted to waste those precious ndoments in card- 
playing, which should be employed in imploring Di« . 
vine mercy for their numberless offences, they launch 
into eternity, unprepared, to meet their heavenly Judge! 

It is probable, that those who have led good liveswill - 
at first be affected with the awful tidings, as Hezekiah 
was; but the consciousness of having endeavoured to 
perform their duty in an acceptable manner, will en- , 
courage them to have immediate recourse to prayer . 
and meditation, which will produce. a train of reflec- 
tions similar to those of the good king. The sincere 
and humble christian will enjoy a still higher degree of 
consolation than Hezekiah could receive, because li/e 
€ind immortality^ which were but imperfectly. hoped for 
by the Jews, have been brought to light by the GqspeU 
So far from regretting that his days are cut short, the 
christian will jesign his soul into the hands of his Re- 
de em er with joyful expectation; not merely Aojufw^, 
but well assured, that in love to it his Saviour has rfe- 
liver ed itjroyn the pit of corruption^ and purchased re-' 
mission Jbr his sins ; and that he shall certainly see the 
liOiiD in the land of the living, , 

l^or will the case of the abandoned sinner be made 
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. wvrse by his befng informedy that the hand of death b 
upon him. Without repentance there is no remishion 

Jor sinSf and though it is dangerous to defer the work 
of repentance to a death-bed, it affords the only chance 
of procuring pardon for those who have before neglect* 
ed it. Surely then it is cruelty to exclude any one 
from this opportunity of making his peace with his of- 
fended God. Divine mercy is infinite^ and the ex- 
ample of the penitent thief on the cross affords encou- 
ragement to hope, that sincere contrition will never 
supplicate in vain. 

The only objection that can reasonably be made to 
the measure herp recommended is, that the agitation 
of mind .such dreadful tidings will niiturally produce 
niAy aggravate the disease. It should be remembered, 
that diseases come from God, whose mercy may humbly 
be expected to co-operate in such a case with the pious 
intentions of the friend. It may be proper also to re- 
flect on the consternation which a soul unprepared must 
unavoidably experience immediately on its separation 
fronr the body, when no kind friend can administer the 
balm of consolation; when the day of grace is gone for 
ever! Great caution, however, should be used in men- 
tioning a circumstance which cannot fail of striking the 
xnind, even of the best of men, with awe and apprehen- 
ai'on, and where there is great timidity of mind and weak- 
ness of body, and the person has lived a good life, it 
may we think with safety be omitted, trusting to the alV- 
tufficient atonement and intercession of the Redeemer. 

SECTION XCIX. 

HlZmeiAH's CONFIDENCE IN THE LORD.^ 

From 2 Chron, Chap, xxxii. 
And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was coiae, 
and that ke was purposed to fight against Jerusalem, 

he 
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he took counsel with his princes and his mighty mei, 
to stop the waters of the fountains which were without 
tlie city. And tliey did help him. 

So there was gathered much people together, who 
stopped all the fountains^ and the brook that ran through 
the midst of the land, saying, Why should the kings of 
Assyria come and find much water ? 

Also he strengliiened himself, aad built up all the wait 
that was broken, and raked .it up to the towers, an^ 
toother waU without, and repaired Millo In the city of 
David, and made darts and shields in abundance. 

And he set captains of war over the people, and ga« 
thcrcd them together to him in the stfeet of the gate of 
the city, and spake comfortably to diem, saying. Be' 
stroDf: and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for 
the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that hk 
wkb him : for there be more with us than with him. 

With him is on arm of flesh; but with us is tlie Lord 
our G4)D, to bdp us, imd to fight our battles. And thet 
people rested t^emsekes upon the woi^ds of Hezekiak^ 
kkig of Judab. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Awakened to a proper sense of his duty, by the re* 
flections which he had made in his illness, Hezekiah 
was no sooner recovered than he made all possiUe pre- 
parations for a brave defence of his kingdom ; he fbrti* 
fied Jerusalem, kid in great store of arms and provi- 
sions (6v the siege, and cut off, as much as possible, all 
supply of water from the enemy. 

By the exhortations which the good king gave to his 
officers, we nKiiy understand^ that his mind wa:s^ full of 
faith and confidence ia the power of the Lo«i>* 

SECTIOiT 
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SECTION C. 

T|1B COHTXNUATION OF THE Il^IGK OF HEZEKIAV^ 

KING OF JUDAH. 

From 2 Kings^ Chap. xviU, 

And the king of Assyria sent Tartan, and Rabsans^ 
and Rab-shakehy from Lachish to king Hezekiah, with 
a great host against Jerusalem. And they went up and 
came to Jerusalem. And when diey were come up, 
they came and stood by the eonduit of tlie upper pool,, 
which is in the highway of the fuller's field. 

And when they had ;called to the king, there came 
•at to them Eliakim the son of-Hilkiah, which was over, 
the houshold, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah tlie son: 
of Asaph the recorder. * 

And Rab'Shakeh ssud unto them, Speak ye now to 
Hezekiali, thus saith the great king, the king of Assy- 
ria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest ? 

Thou sayest (but they are but vain words) 1 have 
counsel and strength for the war. Now on whom dost 
thou trust, that thou rebellest a^ost me ? Now, he^^ 
hold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, 
even upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will go 
into his hand and pierce it : so is Pharoah king of 
Egypt unto all that trust on him. 
. But if ye say unto me, we trust in the Lord our Gon: 
IS not that he whose high places, and whose altars. He- 
zekiah hath taken away, and hath said Judah and Jem- 
a^dem, Ye shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem ? 
Now, therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my lord, 
the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee two thou- 
sand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders 
upon thjem. 

How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain 
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•f tlie least of my master's servaats^ and put thy trust 
in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen i Am I now 
come up without the Lord against this place to destroy 
it ? the LoBD said to me. Go up agaixist this land, an4 
destroy it, 

' Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and. Shebna» 
and Joahy unto Rab-shakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy 
servants in the Syrian language ; for we understand it: 
and talk not with us in the Jews language, iti the ears 
of the people that are on the wall, 

But Hab-shakeh said unto Hiem, Hath my master 
sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these 
words ? hath he not sent me to the men which set on 
th^ wall, that they may be punished with you f Then * 
Rab-shakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in the 
Jews language, and spake, saying, Hear the word of 
the great king, the king of Assyria : Thus saith the 
king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you : for he shall not 
be able to deliver you out of his hand. 

Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, say- 
ing, The Lord will surely deliver us, and this city shall 
Dot be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria* 

Hearken not unto Hezekiah. For thus saith the king 
^f Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, 
and come aut to me, and then eat ye every man of his 
own vine, and every one of his fig- tree, and drink ye 
every one^the waters of his cistern ? Until I come and 
take you away to a land like your own land, a land of 
corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land ef 
oil-olive, and of honey, th/i^ ye may live, and not die : 
and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth 
you, saying the Lord will deliver us. 

Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at all 
his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? Where 
are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad ? where are the 
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gods of iSepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? have they do. 
Uvered Samaria out of mine hand ? Who are thej 
among all the gods of the countries that have delivered 
their country out of mine handy that the Lord should 
deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand ? But the people 
held their peace> and answered him not a word. For 
the king's commandment was^ sayings Answer him not. 

ANNOTATIONS anb REFLECTIONS. 

It seems that Sennacherib, after he had laid the plan 
for the siege of Jerusalem, went back to Lachish, and 
sent three of his generals with a very great army to 
conduct it. 

The speech, which Bab-shakeh made to Hezekiah's 
ministers, was an open insult to the Lord God of IsraeL 
It does not appear that Hezekiah had any intention of 
seeking succours from Egypt ; but as the king of Israel 
had formed an alliance with that nation, Rab-i^akeh 
supposed the king of Judah would do the same. 

It is very remarkable, that notwithstanding Rab- 
Aakeh affected to despise the Lord, he pretended to 
have been sent by Him to destroy His land. Tliis cir- 
cumstance seems to indicate, that Isaiah's prophecy, 
which foretold that the Assyrian power should be the 
scourge both of Israel and Judah, had been delivered 
so publicly, that Rab-shakeh had heard of it ; and 
though he had no faith in the Lord, he might thhik 
proper to refer to the prophecy, in order to intimidate 
.the king and people of Judah. 

Rab-shakeh was a very eloquent man, and Eliakim 
had great reason to dread the effect of his plausible 
arguments, especially as the people of Judah had on so 
many occasions been persuaded to forsake the Lord 
and join with idolaters ; and were in particular danger 
of being seduced at a time when such misfortunes 
threatened them as they could not by human means 
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avert : but the good example of their excellent sove- 
reign, and a regular attendance on public worship, had 
produced such happy effects on their minds, that they 
readily obeyed the command which Hezekiah had pre- 
viously given, and listened to the vain boastings of Rab- 
shakeh with silent indignation. A great resemblance 
may be observed between the threats of the Assyrians, 
and those of the haughty power which is at this time 
*' the rod ofGoD^s anger ^ the staff of his indignation.^* 

SECTION CI. 

HE2EKIAH*S HUMILIATION — HIS PRAYER. 

From 2 Kings, C^o;?. xviii, xix. 

The>j came Eliatim the son of Hjlkiah, which wm 
«^er the houshold, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the 
8(in of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with their 
cloaths rent, and told him the words of Ilab.shakeh. 

And it came to pass when king Hezekiah heard it, 
that he rent his cloaths and covered himself with sack- 
cloth, and went into the house of the Lord. 

And he sent Eliakim, wliich was over the houshold, 
and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests 
covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son 
of Atnoz. 

Aiid they said to him. Thus saith Hezekiah, This is a 
day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy. 

It may be the Lord thy God will hear all the words 
of Rab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master 
hath sent to reproach the living God : and will reprove 
the words which the Lojid thy God hath heard: where- 
fore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that are left. 

So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiali. 

And Isaiah said unto them. Thus shall ye say to your 
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master^ Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words 
which thou hast heard, with which the servants of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed me* . 

Behold^ I will send a blast upon himy and he shall hear 
a runour, and shall return to his own land : and I will 
cause him to fall by the. sword in his own land. 

SoRab-shakeh returned and found the king of Assyria 
warring against Libnah ': for he had heard that he was 
departed from Lachish. 

And when he heard say of Tirhakah, king of Ethiopm, 
Behold, he is come out to fight against thee : he sent 
messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying. Thus shall ye 
speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying. Let not thy 
God in whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jeru- 
salem shall not be delivered into the hand of the king 
of Assyria. 

Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria 
have done to all the lands, by destroying them utterly: 
and shalt thou be delivered ? Have the gods of the na- 
tions delivered them which my fathers have destroyed; 
as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of 
Eden, whioh were in Thelazar ? Where is the king of 
Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the 
city of Sepharvaim, of Henah, and Ivah ? 

And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the 
messengers, and read it ; and Hezekiah went up into 
the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. 

And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O 
Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the che- 
rubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the 
kingdoms of the earth ; thou hast made heaven and earth. 

Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear : open, Lord» 
thine eyes and see : and hear the words of Sennacherib, 
who hath sent him to reproach the living God. 

Of a truth, Lord^ the kings of A6S3rria have destroyed 
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the nations and their lands, and have cast their gods into 
the fire ; for they were no gods, but the work of men's 
hands, wood and stone ; therefore have they destroyed 
them. 

Now therefore, O Lord our God, I beseech thee, 
save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that thou art the Lord (jod, evea 
thou only. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

The behaviour of Hezekiah, when he received the in*- 
milting message of the Assyrian king, was perfectly 
suited to the occasion, and expressive of the sorrow he 
felt at the indignity offered to the Lord God* 

The an&wer which Isaiah returned in the name of the 
Lord, must have afforded great consolation to the good 
kind Hezekiah ; and his prediction, that Sennacherib 
should hear a rumour ^ and return to his own land, was 
soon verified ; for the Assyrian monarch was informed^ 
that the king of Ethiopia intended to make war against 
iiiai, on which he departed from Lachish to defend his 
own country, instead of going to the siege of Jerusalenst 
and when Rab-shakeh came to inform him of his late 
proceedings, he found Sennacherib fully engaged in 
another war ; however he wrote a haughty letter to He<» 
zekiah, in which he repeated the message which Rab* 
shakeh had before delivered. Hezekiah justly con. 
sidered this as a presumptuous defiance of the Al- 
mighty God, and prayed the Loi^d to take the cauae 
into his own hands, and maintain the honour of his holy* 
iMme, not doubting but diat he could deliver him and 
kis pec^ firpm ^e power of the Assyrian king, 

V 3 SECTION 
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SECTION CII. 

O0D*S MESSAGE TO HEZEKIAH* 

. From 2 Kings, Chap. xix. 

Then Isaiah the son of Amo3 sent to Hezekiahy 
saying, Thus saith the Loi^d God of Israel, That which 
thou hast prayed to roe against Sennacherib king of 
Assyria I have heard • 

This is the word that the Lord hath spoken con- 
cerning him : The yirgin, the daughter of Zion, hath 
despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn, the daughter 
of Jerusalem hath shaken her bead at thee. 

Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed ? and 
against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up 
thine eyes on high ? even against the Holy One of Israel. 

By. thy messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, 
and hast said, With the multitude of my chariots I am 
come up to the height of the mountain^ to the sides of 
Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar-trees there(^ 
and the choice fir-trees thereof: and I will enter into 
the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his 
Carmel. 

I have digged and drunk strange waters, and with 
the sole of my feet have I dried all the rivers of be* 
sieged places. 

. Hast thou not heard I<M[ig ago how I have done it, 
and of ancient times that I have formed it ? now have I 
brought it to pass that thou shouldest be to lay waste 
fbnced cities into ruinous ^eaps. 

Therefore the inhabitants were of small power, they 
were dismayed and confounded ; they were as the grass 
4>f the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the 
liouse-tops; and as own blasted before it be grown u^* 
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But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy 
coming in, and thy rage against me. 

Because thy rage against nie and thy tumult is come 
up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy 
nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee 
back by the way by which thou earnest. 

And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this 
year such things as grow of themselves, and in the se* 
cond year that which springeth of the same-; and in the 
third year sow ye and reap, and plant vineyards, and 
eat the fruits thereof. 

And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Ju- 
dah shall yet again take root downward, and bear fruit 
upward. 

For out of Jerusalem sball go forth a remnant, and 
they that espape out of mount Zioa ; the ze'al of the 
Lord of hosts shall do this. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king 
of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot 
an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast 
a bank against it. 

By the way tliat he came, by the same shall he re- 
turn, and shall not come into this city, saith the Lord. 

•For I will defend this city to save it, for mine own 
sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The prayer which Hezekiah had offered up, was so 
perfectly agreeable to the Divine will, and so suitable to 
his own character, as captain of the Lontt^s inheritance, 
that the prophet Isaiah was commissioned to comfort 
him immediately, with an assurance of the Lord's ap- 
probation and protection. 

How awful was the message sent to the king of A^- 

^ Syria. 
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^ria. We may •iq>poi8e that it was publicly delivered, 
•0 that Rab-shakeh and the other generals, with their 
army, heard it. The latter part of the prediction was 
eakulated to inspire fresh spirits into the people of 
Judah, who, without doubt, were in great consternation 
on account of the formidable army by which they were 
besieged. 

SECTION CUL 

THE ASSYRIANS S&flTTBK, 

From 2 Kings, Chap, xix* 

And it came te pass that night that the angel (^the 
Lord went out and smote in the camp of the AsS3rrians 
an hundred fourscore and five thousand : and when the 
people of Judah arose early in the morning, beliold, 
their enemies were all dead corpses *• 

So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went 
and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 

And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the 

^ bouse of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Share* 

2er his sons smote him with the sword : and they 

escaped into the land of Armenia^ And Essarhadden 

his son reigned in his stead. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Divine promises made by the mouth of Isaiah^* 
were soon fulfilled. It seems that Sennacherib shortly 
followed his letter, and was preparing to attack Jerusa- 
lem ; but before the Assyrians could have time to com- 
mit any hostilities, the greatest part of their army was 
miraculously smitten. 

* I have taken the liberty of changing the expressiou here ac« 
cerding to the obTious meaning of the text. 

« From 
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" From this wonderful defeat of the mighty Assyrian 
army, we may learn, that as the Lord stiUsf at his plea- 
sure, the raging of the sea^ and the noise of the ipaves ; 
in like manner he stills the raging of the people. When 
the passions of men are most inflamed, and their designs 
just ripe for bursting into execution, often by some unex- 
pected interposition, he calls upon the world to ob^rve, 
that tliere is one higher than the highest upon earth, 
who can frustrate their devices in a moment, and com- 
mand the earth to be still before him. Proud fleets, des- 
tineid to carry destruction to neighbouring kingdoms, 
may cover the ocean ; He blows with his wind, and 
they are scattered. Mighty armies may go forth to the 
field in all the glory of human strength, but the issues of 
battle are with Him. He gives to some slight event the 
power of deciding the fate of nations. A thousand un- 
seen ministers stand by to be the instruments of His 
power, in humbling the pride, and checking the eflTorts 
of the wrath of man ; as in the instance of haughty Sen- 
nacherib, and that boasted tempest of his wrath, which 
he threatened to pour on all the Jewish nation. It was 
allowed to prevail against the Israelites, as a punishment 
for their incorrigible wickedness, and was employed as 
an instrument of discipline and correction to the king 
and people of Judah, in order to produce in them proper 
reflections upon their dutj', and their past errors ; as 
they wisely considered it in this light, and humbled 
themselves before the Lord, tie graciously * restrained 
the remainder of Sennacherib's lorath ; and made it the 
mean of advancing the temporal prosperity of his faith, 
ful people, and of confirming the truth of his holy reli- 
gion and his almighty power." 

• Psalm lxx?i. 10. 

«* Let 
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*' Let this history^ therefore, lead us to a religious cob- 
templation of the hand of Goo, in all the transactions 
'of the world. Let us not censure Providence, on account 
of any seeming disorders and evils which at present take 
place : the plans of Divine wisdom are too large and 
comprehensive to be discerned by us in all their extent; 
and where we see only by parts, we must frequently be 
at a loss in judging of the whole, ^he tva^ of Gov is in 
the sea f and His path in the great toaters; Hisjbotiteps 
are not hnovon *. But although thou say est thou canst not 
see Him, yet judgment is before Him ; therefore trust thou 
in Him f . Whatever distresses we suffer from the uorath 
of man, we have ground to believe that they befall us 
not in vain. Let us then study to gain the protection 
and favour of the Almighty. If He he for us, who or 
what can be against us ? Let us pursue the measures 
which He has appointed for obtaining His grace, by 
faith, repentance, and a holy life, and we shall have no 
reason to be afraid of any evil tidings : our hearts will 
he fixed, trusting in the Lord ; and we need not fear 
'what nran can do unto us," 

These Reflections which are taken from a Sermon of 
an eminent Divine $, are particularly suitable to the pre- 
sent times, when we are threatened I'vith invasion and 
destruction by a proud and haughty foe, who hath al- 
ready been sent by the Almighty, though he thinketh 
not so, to destroy nations not (ifew, 

* Psalm Ixxvij. 19. t Job. xxxt. 14. t I>r' Blair. 

END OF THE TUXRD TOLUME. 
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